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Science and Technology (PCAST) is an 
advisory group of the nation’s leading 
scientists and engineers, appointed by 
the President to augment the science 
and technology advice available to him 
from inside the White House and from 
cabinet departments and other Federal 
agencies. See the Executive Order at 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/ostp/pcast. 
PCAST is consulted about and provides 
analyses and recommendations 
concerning a wide range of issues where 
understandings from the domains of 
science, technology, and innovation 
may bear on the policy choices before 
the President. PCAST is co-chaired by 
Dr. John P. Holdren, Assistant to the 
President for Science and Technology, 
and Director, Office of Science and 
Technology Policy, Executive Office of 
the President, The White House; and Dr. 
Eric S. Lander, President, Broad 
Institute of the Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and Harvard. 

Type of Meeting: Open and Closed. 
Proposed Schedule and Agenda: The 

President’s Council of Advisors on 
Science and Technology (PCAST) is 
scheduled to meet in open session on 
January 6, 2012 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Open Portion of Meeting: During this 
open meeting, PCAST is tentatively 
scheduled to hear from speakers who 
will provide an overview of a Secretary 
of Energy Advisory Board report on 
shale gas production, and an overview 
of the activities of the Science and 
Technology Adviser to the Secretary of 
State. PCAST will also receive an 
update on the status of several of its 
studies. Additional information and the 
agenda, including any changes that 
arise, will be posted at the PCAST Web 
site at: http://whitehouse.gov/ostp/ 
pcast. 

Closed Portion of the Meeting: PCAST 
may hold a closed meeting of 
approximately 1 hour with the President 
on January 6, 2012, which must take 
place in the White House for the 
President’s scheduling convenience and 
to maintain Secret Service protection. 
This meeting will be closed to the 
public because such portion of the 
meeting is likely to disclose matters that 
are to be kept secret in the interest of 
national defense or foreign policy under 
5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(1). 

Public Comments: It is the policy of 
the PCAST to accept written public 
comments of any length, and to 
accommodate oral public comments 
whenever possible. The PCAST expects 
that public statements presented at its 
meetings will not be repetitive of 
previously submitted oral or written 
statements. 

The public comment period for this 
meeting will take place on January 6, 

2012 at a time specified in the meeting 
agenda posted on the PCAST Web site 
at http://whitehouse.gov/ostp/pcast. 
This public comment period is designed 
only for substantive commentary on 
PCAST’s work, not for business 
marketing purposes. 

Oral Comments: To be considered for 
the public speaker list at the meeting, 
interested parties should register to 
speak at http://whitehouse.gov/ostp/ 
pcast, no later than 12 p.m. Eastern 
Time on January 3, 2012. Phone or 
email reservations will not be accepted. 
To accommodate as many speakers as 
possible, the time for public comments 
will be limited to two (2) minutes per 
person, with a total public comment 
period of 30 minutes. If more speakers 
register than there is space available on 
the agenda, PCAST will randomly select 
speakers from among those who 
applied. Those not selected to present 
oral comments may always file written 
comments with the committee. Speakers 
are requested to bring at least 25 copies 
of their oral comments for distribution 
to the PCAST members. 

Written Comments: Although written 
comments are accepted until the date of 
the meeting, written comments should 
be submitted to PCAST no later than 
12 p.m. Eastern Time on December 20, 
2011 so that the comments may be made 
available to the PCAST members prior 
to the meeting for their consideration. 
Information regarding how to submit 
comments and documents to PCAST is 
available at http://whitehouse.gov/ostp/ 
pcast in the section entitled ‘‘Connect 
with PCAST.’’ 

Please note that because PCAST 
operates under the provisions of FACA, 
all public comments and/or 
presentations will be treated as public 
documents and will be made available 
for public inspection, including being 
posted on the PCAST Web site. 

Meeting Accommodations: 
Individuals requiring special 
accommodation to access this public 
meeting should contact Dr. Stine at least 
ten business days prior to the meeting 
so that appropriate arrangements can be 
made. 

Ted Wackler, 
Deputy Chief of Staff. 
[FR Doc. 2011–31187 Filed 12–2–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE P 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION 

Proposed Collection; Comment 
Request 

Upon Written Request, Copies Available 
From: Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Office of Investor 
Education and Advocacy, 
Washington, DC 20549–0213. 

Extension: 
Regulation BTR, OMB Control No. 3235– 

0579, SEC File No. 270–521. 

Notice is hereby given that, pursuant 
to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(‘‘Commission’’) is soliciting comments 
on the collection of information 
summarized below. The Commission 
plans to submit this existing collection 
of information to the Office of 
Management and Budget for extension 
and approval. 

Regulation Blackout Trade Restriction 
(‘‘Regulation BTR’’) (17 CFR 245.100— 
245.104) clarifies the scope and 
application of Section 306(a) of the 
Sarbanes-Oxley Act of 2002 (‘‘Act’’) (15 
U.S.C. 7244(a)). Section 306(a) (15 
U.S.C. 7244(a)) of the Act prohibits any 
director or executive officer of an issuer 
of any equity security, directly or 
indirectly, from purchasing, selling or 
otherwise acquiring or transferring any 
equity security of the issuer during any 
blackout period with respect to such 
equity security, if the director or 
executive officer acquired the equity 
security in connection with his or her 
service or employment. Under 
Regulation BTR, an issuer is required to 
provide timely notice to its directors 
and executive officers and to the 
Commission of the imposition of a 
blackout period. Approximately 1,230 
issuers file Regulation BTR notices 
annually. We estimate that it takes 2 
hours per response for an issuer to draft 
a notice to directors and executive 
officers for a total annual burden of 
2,460 hours. The issuer prepares 75% of 
the 2,460 annual burden hours for a 
total reporting burden of (1,230 × 2 × 
0.75) 1,845 hours. In addition, we 
estimate that an issuer distributes a 
notice to five directors and executive 
officers at an estimated 5 minutes per 
notice (1,230 blackout period × 5 notices 
× 5 minutes) for a total reporting burden 
of 512 hours. The combined annual 
reporting burden is (1,845 hours + 512 
hours) 2,357 hours. 

Written comments are invited on: (a) 
Whether this collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information will have 
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practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden imposed 
by the collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information collected; and 
(d) ways to minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on 
respondents, including through the use 
of automated collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology. 
Consideration will be given to 
comments and suggestions submitted in 
writing within 60 days of this 
publication. 

Please direct your written comments 
to Thomas Bayer, Director/Chief 
Information Officer, Securities and 
Exchange Commission, c/o Remi Pavlik- 
Simon, 6432 General Green Way, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22312; or send an 
email to: PRA_Mailbox@sec.gov. 

Dated: November 29, 2011. 
Kevin M. O’Neill, 
Deputy Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2011–31101 Filed 12–2–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8011–01–P 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

Upon Written Request, Copies Available 
From: Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Office of Investor 
Education and Advocacy, 
Washington, DC 20549–0213. 

Extension: 
Rule 17a–5(c), SEC File No. 270–199, OMB 

Control No. 3235–0199. 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant 

to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(‘‘Commission’’) has submitted to the 
Office of Management and Budget 
(‘‘OMB’’) a request for approval of 
extension of the previously approved 
collection of information provided for in 
Rule 17a–5(c) (17 CFR 240.17a–5(c)) 
under the Securities Exchange Act of 
1934 (15 U.S.C. 78a et seq.). 

Rule 17a–5(c) generally requires 
broker-dealers who carry customer 
accounts to provide statements of the 
broker-dealer’s financial condition to 
their customers. Paragraph (5) of Rule 
17a-5(c) provides a conditional 
exemption from this requirement. A 
broker-dealer that elects to take 
advantage of the exemption must 
publish its statements on its Web site in 
a prescribed manner, and must maintain 
a toll-free number that customers can 
call to request a copy of the statements. 

The purpose of the Rule is to ensure 
that customers of broker-dealers are 

provided with information concerning 
the financial condition of the firm that 
may be holding the customers’ cash and 
securities. The Commission, when 
adopting the Rule in 1972, stated that 
the goal was to ‘‘directly’’ send a 
customer essential information so that 
the customer could ‘‘judge whether his 
broker or dealer is financially sound.’’ 
The Commission adopted the Rule in 
response to the failure of several broker- 
dealers holding customer funds and 
securities in the period between 1968 
and 1971. 

The Commission estimates that 
approximately 244 broker-dealer 
respondents carrying approximately 101 
million public customer accounts incur 
an average burden of 128,000 hours per 
year to comply with the Rule. 

The Commission may not conduct or 
sponsor a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid 
control number. No person shall be 
subject to any penalty for failing to 
comply with a collection of information 
subject to the PRA that does not display 
a valid Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) control number. 

The public may view the background 
documentation for this information 
collection at the following Web site, 
http://www.reginfo.gov . Comments 
should be directed to: (i) Desk Officer 
for the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs, Office of 
Management and Budget, Room 10102, 
New Executive Office Building, 
Washington, DC 20503 or by sending an 
email to: 
Shagufta_Ahmed@omb.eop.gov; and (ii) 
Thomas Bayer, Director/Chief 
Information Officer, Securities and 
Exchange Commission, c/o Remi Pavlik- 
Simon, 6432 General Green Way, 
Alexandria, VA 22312 or send an email 
to: PRA_Mailbox@sec.gov . Comments 
must be submitted to OMB within 30 
days of this notice. 

Dated: November 29, 2011. 
Kevin M. O’Neill, 
Deputy Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2011–31103 Filed 12–2–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8011–01–P 

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE 
COMMISSION 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

Upon Written Request Copies Available 
From: Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Office of Investor 
Education and Advocacy, 
Washington, DC 20549–0213. 

Extension: 
Rule 15c2–1; SEC File No. 270–418; OMB 

Control No. 3235–0485. 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant 

to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 
(‘‘Commission’’) has submitted to the 
Office of Management and Budget a 
request for approval of extension of the 
previously approved collection of 
information provided for in Rule 15c2– 
1, (17 CFR 240.15c2–1), under the 
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (15 
U.S.C. 78a et seq.). 

Rule 15c2–1 (17 CFR 240.15c2–1) 
prohibits the commingling under the 
same lien of securities of margin 
customers (a) With other customers 
without their written consent and (b) 
with the broker or dealer. The rule also 
prohibits the rehypothecation of 
customers’ margin securities for a sum 
in excess of the customer’s aggregate 
indebtedness. Pursuant to Rule 15c2–1, 
respondents must collect information 
necessary to prevent the 
rehypothecation of customer securities 
in contravention of the rule, issue and 
retain copies of notices of hypothecation 
of customer securities in accordance 
with the rule, and collect written 
consents from customers in accordance 
with the rule. The information is 
necessary to ensure compliance with the 
rule and to advise customers of the 
rule’s protections. 

There are approximately 102 
respondents (i.e., broker-dealers that 
carry or clear customer accounts that 
also have bank loans) that require an 
aggregate total of 2,295 hours to comply 
with the rule. Each of these 
approximately 102 registered broker- 
dealers makes an estimated 45 annual 
responses. Each response takes 
approximately 0.5 hours to complete. 
Thus, the total compliance burden per 
year is 2,295 burden hours. 

The Commission may not conduct or 
sponsor a collection of information 
unless it displays a currently valid 
control number. No person shall be 
subject to any penalty for failing to 
comply with a collection of information 
subject to the PRA that does not display 
a valid Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB) control number. 

The public may view the background 
documentation for this information 
collection at the following Web site, 
http://www.reginfo.gov. Comments 
should be directed to: (i) Desk Officer 
for the Securities and Exchange 
Commission, Office of Information and 
Regulatory Affairs, Office of 
Management and Budget, Room 10102, 
New Executive Office Building, 
Washington, DC 20503, or by sending an 
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