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Household non-response rates and item
non-response rates will be compared to
the 2011 and 2012 SIPP tests. The
primary focus will be to examine the
impact recording has on the quality of
data. In general, we will use the
following methodology to evaluate the
impact on data quality:
We will compare overall and item non
response rates to parallel sample areas
from the 2011 and 2012 SIPP
evaluations. We will also recalculate
and compare key estimates such as
participation in Food Stamps, TANF,
SSI, WIC, and Medicaid to parallel
sample areas from the 2011 and 2012
SIPP evaluations. Tests of significance
will be conducted for the differences in
response rates and estimates and
patterns of significance will be
identified and analyzed further. In
addition, paradata related to interview
performance (length and non-response)
by region, interviewer and household
characteristics, and training
performance will be measured to assist
in the interpretation of the impact on
data quality.
Results from the 2012 field test will
be used to inform and make final
decisions regarding the implementation
of CARI as a part of the quality
assurance strategy for the SIPP
instrument for production beginning in
2014 as well as other reimbursable
demographic surveys.
Affected Public: Individuals or
households.
Frequency: One-time.
Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary.
Legal Authority: Title 13 U.S.C.,
Section 182.
OMB Desk Officer: Brian HarrisKojetin, (202) 395–7314.
Copies of the above information
collection proposal can be obtained by
calling or writing Diana Hynek,
Departmental Paperwork Clearance
Officer, (202) 482–0266, Department of
Commerce, Room 6616, 14th and
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington,
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at
dhynek@doc.gov).
Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to Brian Harris-Kojetin, OMB
Desk Officer either by fax ((202) 395–
7245) or email (bharrisk@omb.eop.gov).
Dated: November 29, 2011.
Glenna Mickelson,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 2011–31015 Filed 12–1–11; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice of vessel monitoring
systems; type approval.
AGENCY:

This document provides
notice that three mobile transmitting
unit (MTU) vessel monitoring systems
(VMS) that were previously approved
for use in Atlantic highly migratory
species (HMS) fisheries are no longer
approved for use. This document also
provides a list and describes relevant
features of the enhanced mobile
transmitting unit (E–MTU) VMS and
communications service providers that
are currently approved by NMFS for use
by vessels participating in Atlantic HMS
fisheries.
ADDRESSES: To obtain copies of the list
of NMFS-approved VMS mobile
transmitting units and NMFS-approved
VMS communications service providers
(including specifications), please
contact the VMS Support Center at
phone (888) 219–9228, fax (301) 427–
0049, or write to NMFS Office for Law
Enforcement (OLE), VMS Support
Center, 8484 Georgia Avenue, Suite 415,
Silver Spring, MD 20910. For more
addresses regarding approved VMS, see
the SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section,
under the heading VMS Provider
Addresses.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: The
public may acquire this notice and
relevant updates by calling the VMS
support center, email:
ole.helpdesk@noaa.gov, phone (888)
219–9228, fax (301) 427–0049. For
questions regarding the status of VMS
provider evaluations, contact Kelly
Spalding, VMS Management Analyst,
phone (301) 427–2300; fax (301) 427–
0049. For questions regarding Atlantic
HMS fisheries VMS requirements,
contact Pat O’Shaughnessy, Southeast
Division VMS Program Manager, at
phone (727) 824–5358; fax (727) 824–
5318.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Prior to
January 2008, NMFS Office for Law
Enforcement (OLE) approved for use
several MTU VMS for use in fisheries
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nationwide, including HMS fisheries
(68 FR 11534; March 11, 2003). On
January 31, 2008, NMFS published in
the Federal Register (73 FR 5813) a type
approval notice listing the specifications
for approved E–MTU VMS, including a
requirement for two-way
communication. An E–MTU is ‘‘a
transceiver or communications device,
including antennae, dedicated message
terminal and display, and an input
device such as a keyboard installed on
fishing vessels participating in the VMS
requirement’’ (subject to any future
superseding authority) (January 31,
2008; 73 FR 5813).
In the notice at 73 FR 5813, OLE
stated that ‘‘previously installed MTUs
approved under prior notices will
continue to be approved for the
remainder of their service life’’ and that
new installations ‘‘must comply with all
of the requirements’’ of the notice,
including the requirement to have twoway communication capability. In this
issue of the Federal Register, NMFS
published a final rule that requires
fishermen to replace their previously
installed MTU VMS with E–MTU VMS
in Atlantic HMS fisheries by March 1,
2012. As a result of the final rule, on
March 1, 2012, the following MTU VMS
will no longer be approved for use in
Atlantic HMS fisheries: Are Trimble
Galaxy 7001 and 7005 and Thrane &
Thrane Sailor VMS Silver.
Approved E–MTU VMS and
Communications Service Providers
The following type-approved E–MTU
VMS are approved for use in Atlantic
HMS Fisheries. The list of approved E–
MTU VMS and communications service
providers may be updated in the future
through publication of a notice in the
Federal Register.
A. Faria WatchDog 750VMS With
VTERM
The Faria WatchDog 750VMS with
VTERM Features a transceiver
consisting of an integrated dual model
GPS/GSM/GPRS/Iridium Satellite
Communicator or a single mode GPS/
Iridium Satellite Communicator
mounted in the wheelhouse and
antennas mounted atop the vessel. The
Faria VTERM is a 7 inch color touch
screen display and provides the
capability (if so configured) to process
electronic forms, declarations, and to
send email. The unit is pre-configured
and tested for NOAA Fisheries Service
VMS Operations.
Automatic GPS position reporting
starts after transceiver installation and
power activation onboard the vessel.
The unit is a car-radio-sized transceiver
powered by a 9.5 to 36 VDC power
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supply. The unit can be configured for
automatic reduced position
transmissions when the vessel is
stationary (i.e., in port) which allows for
port stays in a reduced power state and
without the need for unit shut down.
The unit restarts normal position
transmission automatically when the
vessel goes to sea.
The Faria WatchDog 750VMS has
omni-directional Iridium, GPS, and
GSM/GPRS antennas, providing
operation from +/¥ 5 degrees above or
below the horizon anywhere on earth.
The GSM/GPRS capability (if activated)
gives the system the additional ability to
communicate through the AT&T GPRS
wireless network where available.
A configuration option is available to
automatically send daily status reports
to a private email address and position
reports to a secure Web site where the
data is provided on a map and in tabular
form. A 2-inch LCD user interface is also
included with this system that displays
if the MTU is operating properly and
can send emergency notification
messages to up to four email addresses
and/or telephone numbers. A complete
list of options is available from the VMS
provider.
The Faria WatchDog 750VMS must be
bundled with the Iridium/GSM
communications service.
Faria can be contacted at (860) 608–
5875 and mark@fariawatchdog.net.
B. Thrane & Thrane Sailor (TT–3026D)
Gold VMS
The TT–3026D Gold VMS features an
integrated GPS/Inmarsat-C unit. The
unit is factory pre-configured for NMFS
VMS operations (non-Global Maritime
Distress & Safety System (non-GMDSS)).
The Thrane and Thrane Gold VMS
includes a marine grade monitor with
keyboard and integrated mouse.
Satellite commissioning services are
provided by GMPCS Personal
Communications Inc. personnel.
Automatic GPS position reporting
starts after transceiver installation and
power activation onboard the vessel.
The unit is an integrated transceiver/
antenna/GPS design using a floating 10
to 32 VDC power supply. The unit is
configured for automatic reduced
position transmissions when the vessel
is stationary (i.e., in port). It allows for
port stays without power drain or power
shut down. The unit restarts normal
position transmission automatically
when the vessel goes to sea.
The TT–3026D provides operation
down to +/¥ 15 degree angles. The unit
has the capability (if so configured) of
two-way communications to send
electronic forms and to receive email
and other messages. A configuration
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option is available to automatically send
position reports to a private address,
such as a fleet management company.
The TT–3026D must be bundled with
the Inmarsat-C communications service.
The vessel owner will need to establish
an Inmarsat-C system use contract with
an approved Inmarsat-C
communications service provider. The
owner will be required to complete the
GMPCS SERVICE AGREEMENT FOR
INMARSAT VMS—NMFS SERVICES
form. The owner should consult with
GMPCS when completing this form.
GMPCS Personal Communications
Inc. personnel will perform the
following services before shipment: (1)
Configure the transceiver according to
OLE specifications for vessels issued
permits to operate in Atlantic HMS
fisheries; (2) download the
predetermined NMFS position reporting
and broadcast command identification
numbers into the unit; (3) test the unit
to ensure operation when installation
has been completed on the vessel; and
(4) forward the Inmarsat service
provider and the transceiver identifying
information to OLE.
GMPCS can be contacted at 1–(888)
664–6727 and Contact@gmpcs-us.com.
C. CLS America Thorium VMS TST–100
The approved configuration consists
of the CLS America Thorium VMS TST–
100 Transceiver and the Data Terminal
Equipment (DTE) version 1.0. The DTE
software is version 1.0. The CLS
Thorium VMS unit and the DTE must be
bundled with Halios communications
(email, eforms) and position services.
This configuration is enabled through
the Iridium Short Burst Data (SBD)
service, and is accessed through the CLS
Iridium Web Portal (IWP) or machineto-machine interface (IWS). CLS can be
contacted at 1 (301) 925–4411 and
info@cls-halios.net.
D. Stellar ST2500–G
The approved Skymate E–MTU
consists of the Stellar 2500–G satellite
communicator version 1.12 with MDA
version 2.52, April 27, 2007, Comrod
AV–57, May 2005 VHF antenna, SA–
700 GPS antenna, a dedicated Dell
Latitude ATG D620 PP18L modified to
meet the requirements of 73 FR 5813,
and when bundled with the Orbcomm
mobile communications provider
service.
Skymate can be reached at 866–
SKYMATE and sales@skymate.com.
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Dated: November 25, 2011.
Alan D. Risenhoover,
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 2011–30957 Filed 12–1–11; 8:45 am]
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Marine Mammals
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ACTION: Notice; receipt of application for
permit amendment.
AGENCY:

Notice is hereby given that Dr.
Peter Tyack, Woods Hole
Oceanographic Institution, Woods Hole,
MA has applied for an amendment to
Permit No. 14241–02 to conduct
research on marine mammals.
ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review by
selecting ‘‘Records Open for Public
Comment’’ from the Features box on the
Applications and Permits for Protected
Species home page, https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting
File No. 14241 from the list of available
applications.
These documents are also available
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):
Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, 1315 East-West
Highway, Room 13705, Silver Spring,
MD 20910; phone (301) 427–8401; fax
(301) 713–0376;
Northeast Region, NMFS, 55 Great
Republic Drive, Gloucester, MA
01930; phone (978) 281–9300; fax
(978) 281–9333; and
Southeast Region, NMFS, 263 13th
Avenue South, Saint Petersburg,
Florida 33701; phone (727) 824–5312;
fax (727) 824–5309.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tammy Adams or Carrie Hubard, (301)
427–8401.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject amendment to Permit No.
14241–02 is requested under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), and the regulations
governing the taking and importing of
marine mammals (50 CFR part 216).
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