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shall publish one or more guides to
assist small entities in complying with
the rule, and shall designate such
publications as ‘‘small entity
compliance guides.’’ The agency shall
explain the actions a small entity is
required to take to comply with a rule
or group of rules. Copies of the
compliance guide are available from
NMFS (see ADDRESSES).
List of Subjects in 50 CFR Part 635
Fisheries, Fishing, Fishing vessels,
Foreign relations, Imports, Penalties,
Reporting and recordkeeping
requirements, Treaties.

category may conduct tag-and-release
fishing for BFT under § 635.26.
*
*
*
*
*
(d) Harpoon category. Persons aboard
a vessel permitted in the Atlantic Tunas
Harpoon category may retain, possess,
or land an unlimited number of giant
BFT per day. An incidental catch of
only four large medium BFT per vessel
per day may be retained, possessed, or
landed.
*
*
*
*
*
■ 3. In § 635.27, paragraph (a)(1)(i)(A) is
revised to read as follows:
§ 635.27

Dated: November 23, 2011.
Eric C. Schwaab,
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, 50 CFR part 635 is amended
as follows:
PART 635—ATLANTIC HIGHLY
MIGRATORY SPECIES
1. The authority citation for part 635
continues to read as follows:

■

Quotas.

(a) * * *
(1) * * *
(i) * * *
(A) January 1 through the effective
date of a closure notice filed by NMFS
announcing that the January subquota is
reached, or projected to be reached
under § 635.28(a)(1), or until March 31,
whichever comes first—5.3 percent
(25.2 mt);
*
*
*
*
*
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Authority: 16 U.S.C. 971 et seq.; 16 U.S.C.
1801 et seq.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

2. In § 635.23, paragraphs (a)(4) and
(d) are revised to read as follows:

■

§ 635.23

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Retention limits for BFT.

*
*
*
*
(a) * * *
(4) To provide for maximum
utilization of the quota for BFT, NMFS
may increase or decrease the daily
retention limit of large medium and
giant BFT over a range from zero (on
RFDs) to a maximum of five per vessel.
Such increase or decrease will be based
on the criteria provided under
§ 635.27(a)(8). NMFS will adjust the
daily retention limit specified in
paragraph (a)(2) of this section by filing
an adjustment with the Office of the
Federal Register for publication. In no
case shall such adjustment be effective
less than 3 calendar days after the date
of filing with the Office of the Federal
Register, except that previously
designated RFDs may be waived
effective upon closure of the General
category fishery so that persons aboard
vessels permitted in the General
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The State of Florida is
transferring a portion of its 2011
commercial bluefish quota to New York
State. By this action, NMFS adjusts the
quotas and announces the revised
commercial quota for each state
involved.
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Effective November 29, 2011,
through December 31, 2011.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Carly Bari, Fishery Management
Specialist, (978) 281–9224.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Regulations governing the bluefish
fishery are found at 50 CFR part 648,
subpart J. The regulations require
annual specification of a commercial
quota that is apportioned among the
coastal states from Florida through
Maine. The process to set the annual
commercial quota and the percent
allocated to each state are described in
§ 648.160.
The final rule implementing
Amendment 1 to the Bluefish Fishery
Management Plan, which was published
on July 26, 2000 (65 FR 45844),
provided a mechanism for bluefish
quota to be transferred from one state to
another. Two or more states, under
mutual agreement and with the
concurrence of the Administrator,
Northeast Region, NMFS (Regional
Administrator), can transfer or combine
bluefish commercial quota under
§ 648.160(f). The Regional
Administrator is required to consider
the criteria in § 648.160(f)(1) in the
evaluation of requests for quota transfers
or combinations.
Florida has agreed to transfer 200,000
lb (90,718.5 kg) of its 2011 commercial
quota to New York. This transfer was
prompted by the diligent efforts of state
officials in New York not to exceed the
commercial bluefish quota. The
Regional Administrator has determined
that the criteria in § 648.160(f)(1) have
been met. The revised bluefish quotas
for calendar year 2011 are: Florida,
743,117 lb (337,072.2 kg); and New
York, 1,173,624 lb (532,346.9 kg).
DATES:

Classification
This action is taken under 50 CFR
part 648 and is exempt from review
under Executive Order 12866.
Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: November 23, 2011.
Alan D. Risenhoover,
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
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