63940

Federal Register/Vol. 76, No. 199/Friday, October 14, 2011/ Notices

Further, you are authorized to make
changes to this declaration for the approved
assistance to the extent allowable under the
Stafford Act.

The time period prescribed for the
implementation of section 310(a),
Priority to Certain Applications for
Public Facility and Public Housing
Assistance, 42 U.S.C. 5153, shall be for
a period not to exceed six months after
the date of this declaration.

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) hereby gives notice that
pursuant to the authority vested in the
Administrator, under Executive Order
12148, as amended, Justo Hernandez, of
FEMA is appointed to act as the Federal
Coordinating Officer for this major
disaster.

The following areas of the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico have
been designated as adversely affected by
this major disaster:

The municipalities of Caguas, Candvanas,
Carolina, Cayey, Loiza, Luquillo, and San
Juan for Individual Assistance.

The municipalities of Aguas Buenas,
Carolina, Cayey, Ceiba, Comerio, Juncos, Las
Marias, Luquillo, Morovis, Naguabo,
Orocovis, Utuado, Vega Baja, and Villalba for
Public Assistance.

All municipalities within the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico are eligible to
apply for assistance under the Hazard
Mitigation Grant Program.

(The following Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030,
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora
Brown Fund; 97.032, Crisis Counseling;
97.033, Disaster Legal Services; 97.034,
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA);
97.046, Fire Management Assistance Grant;
97.048, Disaster Housing Assistance to
Individuals and Households in Presidentially
Declared Disaster Areas; 97.049,
Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance—
Disaster Housing Operations for Individuals
and Households; 97.050, Presidentially
Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals
and Households—Other Needs; 97.036,
Disaster Grants—Public Assistance
(Presidentially Declared Disasters); 97.039,
Hazard Mitigation Grant.)

W. Craig Fugate,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2011-26626 Filed 10-13—11; 8:45 am]
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AGENCY: Federal Emergency
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ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This is a notice of the
Presidential declaration of a major
disaster for the State of Kansas (FEMA—
4035-DR), dated September 23, 2011,
and related determinations.

DATES: Effective Date: September 23,
2011.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Peggy Miller, Office of Response and
Recovery, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 500 C Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646—3886.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is
hereby given that, in a letter dated
September 23, 2011, the President
issued a major disaster declaration
under the authority of the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq.
(the “Stafford Act”’), as follows:

I have determined that the damage in
certain areas of the State of Kansas resulting
from flooding during the period of June 1 to
August 1, 2011, is of sufficient severity and
magnitude to warrant a major disaster
declaration under the Robert T. Stafford
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance
Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121 et seq. (the “Stafford
Act”). Therefore, I declare that such a major
disaster exists in the State of Kansas.

In order to provide Federal assistance, you
are hereby authorized to allocate from funds
available for these purposes such amounts as
you find necessary for Federal disaster
assistance and administrative expenses.

You are authorized to provide Public
Assistance in the designated areas and
Hazard Mitigation throughout the State.
Direct Federal assistance is authorized.
Consistent with the requirement that Federal
assistance is supplemental, any Federal
funds provided under the Stafford Act for
Public Assistance and Hazard Mitigation will
be limited to 75 percent of the total eligible
costs.

Further, you are authorized to make
changes to this declaration for the approved
assistance to the extent allowable under the
Stafford Act.

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) hereby gives notice that
pursuant to the authority vested in the
Administrator, under Executive Order
12148, as amended, Bradley Harris, of
FEMA is appointed to act as the Federal

Coordinating Officer for this major
disaster.

The following areas of the State of
Kansas have been designated as
adversely affected by this major disaster:

Atchison, Doniphan, Leavenworth, and
Wyandotte Counties for Public Assistance.
Direct federal assistance is authorized.

All counties within the State of Kansas are
eligible to apply for assistance under the
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.

(The following Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030,
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora
Brown Fund; 97.032, Crisis Counseling;
97.033, Disaster Legal Services; 97.034,
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA);
97.046, Fire Management Assistance Grant;
97.048, Disaster Housing Assistance to
Individuals and Households in Presidentially
Declared Disaster Areas; 97.049,
Presidentially Declared Disaster Assistance—
Disaster Housing Operations for Individuals
and Households; 97.050, Presidentially
Declared Disaster Assistance to Individuals
and Households—Other Needs; 97.036,
Disaster Grants—Public Assistance
(Presidentially Declared Disasters); 97.039,
Hazard Mitigation Grant.)

W. Craig Fugate,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2011-26614 Filed 10-13-11; 8:45 am]
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Notice of Maximum Amount of
Assistance Under the Individuals and
Households Program

AGENCY: Federal Emergency
Management Agency, DHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: FEMA gives notice of the
maximum amount for assistance under
the Individuals and Households
Program for emergencies and major
disasters declared on or after October 1,
2011.

DATES: Effective Date: October 1, 2011,
and applies to emergencies and major
disasters declared on or after October 1,
2011.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael Grimm, Recovery Directorate,
Federal Emergency Management
Agency, 500 C Street, SW., Washington,
DC 20472, (202) 212—-1000.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
408 of the Robert T. Stafford Disaster
Relief and Emergency Assistance Act
(the Stafford Act), 42 U.S.C. 5174,
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prescribes that FEMA must annually
adjust the maximum amount for
assistance provided under the
Individuals and Households (IHP)
Program. FEMA gives notice that the
maximum amount of IHP financial
assistance provided to an individual or
household under section 408 of the
Stafford Act with respect to any single
emergency or major disaster is $31,400.
The increase in award amount as stated
above is for any single emergency or
major disaster declared on or after
October 1, 2011. In addition, in
accordance with 44 CFR 61.17(c), this
adjustment includes the maximum
amount of available coverage under any
Group Flood Insurance Policy (GFIP)
issued for those disasters.

FEMA bases the adjustment on an
increase in the Consumer Price Index
for All Urban Consumers of 3.8 percent
for the 12-month period ended in
August 2011. The Bureau of Labor
Statistics of the U.S. Department of
Labor released the information on
September 15, 2011.

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance No.
97.048, Individuals and Households—
Housing; 97.049, Individuals and
Households—Disaster Housing Operations;
97.050, Individuals and Households—Other
Needs.

W. Craig Fugate,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. 2011-26613 Filed 10-13-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 9111-23-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Citizenship and Immigration Services

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Business Transformation—
Automated Integrated Operating
Environment (IOE), New Information
Collection; Comment Request

ACTION: 30-Day notice of information
collection under review: Business
Transformation—Electronic
Immigration System (ELIS).

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), on March 28, 2011, USCIS
published a 60-day notice in the Federal
Register at 76 FR 1745, seeking
comment on USCIS’s information
collection request for the Automated
Integrated Operating Environment (IOE).
The comment period expired May 27,
2011. USCIS is reviewing all comments
received and will address those
comments in a separate notice. USCIS
has decided to change the name of the

IOE to the USCIS “Electronic
Immigration System” (ELIS). This notice
provides the general public and Federal
agencies with notice of the name change
to the information collection request.
The name change does not materially
change the collection that was posted
for comment.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before
November 14, 2011.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and/or
suggestions regarding the item(s)
contained in this notice, especially
regarding the estimated public burden
and associated response time, should be
directed to the Department of Homeland
Security (DHS), USCIS, Chief,
Regulatory Products Division, Office of
the Executive Secretariat, 20
Massachusetts Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20529-2020.
Comments may also be submitted to
DHS via facsimile to 202—-272-0997 or
via e-mail at
USCISFRComment@dhs.gov. When
submitting comments by e-mail, please
be sure to add “USCIS ELIS” in the
subject box. Please do not submit
requests for individual case status
inquiries to this address. If you are
seeking information about the status of
your individual case, please check “My
Case Status” online at: https://
egov.uscis.gov/cris/Dashboard.do, or
call the USCIS National Customer
Service Center at 1-800-375-5283. If
you need a copy of this information
collection instrument, please visit the
Web site at: http://www.regulations.gov/
or call the Regulatory Products Division
at (202) 272-8377.

Background

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration
Services (USCIS) is transforming its
business processes and systems to
improve operational efficiency and
customer service, and to strengthen the
security and integrity of the immigration
system. As part of this effort, USCIS
may modify its data collection practices
to eventually convert all data collections
to e-filing in the USCIS ELIS. The intent
of this change is to improve the
consistency and timeliness of its
immigration benefit adjudications, as
well as to support identity management,
evaluate benefit eligibility, promote
customer service, and manage national
security and benefit risk. This change
will also serve to bring USCIS in to
compliance with the Government
Paperwork Elimination Act (GPEA),
Public Law 105-277, tit. XVII, section
1703, 112 Stat. 2681, 2681-749 (Oct. 21,
1998), 44 U.S.C. 3504 note, and the E-
Government Act of 2002 (Pub. L. 107—

347,116 Stat. 2899, 44 U.S.C. 3601
note). GPEA provides that Federal
agencies use electronic forms, electronic
filing, and electronic submissions, when
possible, to conduct agency business
with the public. The E-Government Act
promotes the use of the Internet by
federal agencies through efforts like
USCIS’ Business Transformation
initiative.

The USCIS ELIS will be implemented
by USCIS and made available in
increments for the public to submit
various benefit requests over the next
few years USCIS has termed these
increments “‘releases’” and “‘phases.” As
each phase is implemented, DHS will
announce each benefit request type that
has been converted to an e-filing format
in the USCIS ELIS, if the USCIS ELIS
will be the sole filing option available,
or if the option of filing a paper form
will remain available for that benefit for
all or certain groups that may seek to
submit the applicable request. In
general, the USCIS ELIS will follow the
immigration “lifecycle” to first include
nonimmigrant benefits, proceeding
eventually to applications for
naturalization.

The first benefit type available in the
automated USCIS ELIS under Release A,
Phase 1, will be the Application to
Extend/Change Nonimmigrant Status.
Beginning in December 2011, USCIS
customers will be able to apply for an
extension or change of their
nonimmigrant status using the USCIS
ELIS or continue to use the current
paper Form I-539 (OMB Control No.
1615—0003). In the future, however,
USCIS may allow the current paper
Form I-539 to expire, eliminate the
option of filing on a paper form, and
instead require this benefit application
to be filed through the automated USCIS
ELIS. USCIS is very interested in
receiving comments concerning
mandatory e-filing of this benefit and
any future benefits that are added to the
automated ELIS. USCIS also welcomes
comments on which groups,
individuals, or businesses for which it
would be the most appropriate for
USCIS to require (or not require)
electronic filing of all benefit requests.

The supporting statement for this
information collection contains a more
detailed description of the USCIS
Business Transformation initiative and
wizard technology. The supporting
statement can be viewed at: http://
www.regulations.gov/.

USCIS is also interested in public
comment addressing the following
issues:

(1) Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
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