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Alternative C attempts to balance
resource protection with human use and
influence providing for a variety of uses
that emphasize resource protection and
conservation and propose a mix of
natural processes and techniques for
resource stabilization and restoration.

Alternative D places the greatest
emphasis on minimizing human uses
and maintaining primitive landscapes
by focusing on natural processes and
other unobtrusive methods for resource
stabilization and restoration.

Alternative E, the Preferred
Alternative, attempts to balance human
use and influence with resource
protection by incorporating elements
from each of the other action
alternatives. It provides long-term
protection and conservation of
resources. Pursuant to 43 CFR 1610.7—
2(b), this notice announces a concurrent
public comment period on proposed
Areas of Critical Environmental Concern
(ACECs). Under the Preferred
Alternative, the BLM proposes four
ACEQs in the LS Decision Area and
none in the SDNM Decision Area. The
ACEGs are: Coffeepot-Batamote (61,300
acres); Cuerda de Lena (58,500 acres);
Gila River Terraces and Lower Gila
Historic Trails (82,500 acres); and the
Saddle Mountain Outstanding Natural
Area (48,500 acres). Proposed resource
use limitations common to all ACECs
are:

e Public lands are maintained in
public ownership;

e ACECs are exclusion areas for
utility-scale renewable energy land use
authorizations and new multiuse utility
corridors; and,

¢ ACEGs are closed to mineral
material disposals with the exception of
existing free-use permit sites.

Additional proposed resource use
limitations within the Coffeepot-
Batamote ACEC are:

e Motorized vehicle use is restricted
from February 1 to July 31, in washes
that are known or found to contain
occupied Cactus Ferruginous Pygmy-
Owl habitat.

Additional proposed resource use
limitations within the Cuerda de Lena
ACEC are:

e Recreational public access is closed
during the Sonoran pronghorn fawning
season (March 15 to July 15, or as
determined by the Sonoran Pronghorn
Recovery Team). Minor land-use
authorizations are also prohibited
unless deemed necessary by the
authorized officer. Federal, State and
local government employees and permit
holders operating within the scope of
their authorizations are exempt from the
closure;

¢ Developed recreational sites are
prohibited except for small, non-
intrusive informational and interpretive
facilities; and

¢ New travel routes in washes are
prohibited. New routes may only be
considered if deemed necessary for
emergency use or other authorized
administrative uses.

Additional proposed resource use
limitations within the Gila River
Terraces and Lower Gila Trails ACEC
are:

¢ ACEC is open to non-renewable
leasable minerals actions, but leases will
contain No Surface Occupancy
stipulations;

o Selected public land parcels along
the Gila River, within the Gila River
Terraces section of the ACEC, are closed
to geophysical exploration and mineral
materials disposals (see DRMP for legal
descriptions); and

o Selected public land parcels along
the Butterfield Overland Stage Route,
within the Lower Gila Trails section of
the ACEC, are closed to locatable
mineral entry and exploration activities.

No additional resource use limitations
are proposed for the Saddle Mountain
Outstanding Natural Area ACEC.

Please note that public comments and
information submitted including names,
street addresses, and e-mail addresses of
persons who submit comments will be
available for public review and
disclosure at the above BLM address
during regular business hours (7:30 a.m.
to 4:15 p.m.), Monday through Friday,
except holidays.

Before including your address, phone
number, e-mail address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comments, you should be aware that
your entire comment, including your
personal identifying information, may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Authority: 40 CFR 1506.6, 40 CFR
1506.10, 43 CFR 1610.2, 43 CFR 1610.7-2.

James G. Kenna,

Arizona State Director.

[FR Doc. 2011-21715 Filed 8-25-11; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969, as amended, the Forest and
Rangeland Renewable Resources
Planning Act of 1974, as amended by
the National Forest Management Act of
1976, and the Federal Land Policy and
Management Act of 1976, as amended,
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
and the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) have
prepared a Supplement to the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
and the Draft Land Management Plan
(LMP) for the San Juan Public Lands
that was published on December 14,
2007, and by this notice, are announcing
the opening of the comment period. The
San Juan Public Lands Center (SJPLC) is
the joint USFS/BLM Service First Office
responsible for the management of BLM
and USFS lands covered in the Draft
LMP.

DATES: To ensure that comments will be
considered, the SJPLC must receive
written comments on the Supplement to
the Draft LMP/EIS by November 25,
2011. The SJPLC will announce future
meetings or hearings and any other
public participation activities at least 15
days in advance through public notices,
media releases, and/or mailings.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
related to the Supplement to the San
Juan Draft EIS and LMP by any of the
following methods:

e E-mail: comments-planrevision-
sanjuan@fs.fed.us.

e Fax:(970) 375—-2331.

e Mail: San Juan Plan Revision, 15
Burnett Court, Durango, Colorado
81301.

Copies of the Supplement to the San
Juan Draft EIS and LMP are available in
the SJPLC at the above address; copies
are also available at the following offices
during regular business hours:

e Columbine Field Office, 367 Pearl
St., Bayfield, CO 81122.

¢ Dolores Public Lands Office, 29211
Hwy. 184, Dolores, CO 81323.


mailto:comments-planrevision-sanjuan@fs.fed.us
mailto:comments-planrevision-sanjuan@fs.fed.us
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e Pagosa Springs Field Office, 180
Pagosa Street, Pagosa Springs, CO
81147.

e BLM Colorado State Office, 2850
Youngfield Street, Lakewood, CO 80215.

e USDA Forest Service, Rocky
Mountain Region, 740 Simms St,
Golden, CO 80401.

e Libraries in Cortez, CO; Durango,
CO; Pagosa Springs, CO; Colorado State
University, Ft. Collins, CO; University
of Colorado, Boulder, CO; and Ft. Lewis
College, Durango, CO.

An electronic version can be viewed
and downloaded at the project Web site:
http://ocs.fortlewis.edu/forestPlan.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
further information contact Shannon
Manfredi, Planning Team Lead,
telephone (970) 385-1229; address San
Juan Public Land Center, 15 Burnett
Court, Durango, Colorado 81301; e-mail
smanfredi@fs.fed.us. Persons who use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877—-8339
to contact the above individual during
normal business hours. The FIRS is
available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,
to leave a message or question with the
above individual. You will receive a
reply during normal business hours.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
planning area is located in southwest
Colorado in Archuleta, Conejos,
Dolores, Hinsdale, La Plata, Mineral,
Montezuma, Montrose, Rio Grande, San
Juan and San Miguel counties.

The Supplement to the Draft EIS was
prepared to include the development
potential of a shale gas play area found
within the western portion of the
planning area. Information about the
Gothic Shale Gas Play (GSGP) area
became available during the comment
period on the Draft EIS and Draft LMP
(between December 14, 2007, and April
2008).

The GSGP is a 646,403-acre area
within Paradox Basin in Montezuma,
Dolores and San Miguel Counties. The
play area includes a mix of private,
state, and public lands, with Federal
mineral estate encompassing 57 percent
of the area. Comments indicated that the
shale gas formation warranted inclusion
in the Draft EIS given the technological
advances in directional drilling and
hydraulic fracturing that made shale gas
extraction more viable, economically
feasible and successful in other parts of
the country.

The Reasonable Foreseeable
Development (RFD) scenario for oil and
gas on the San Juan National Forest and
BLM public lands covered by the Draft
LMP was revised to include the GSGP
development scenario (including trends,

timelines, well numbers, infrastructure,
and surface disturbance). According to
the RFD, approximately 1,200 wells
could be developed on Federal mineral
estate lands over the next 15 years.

The supplement analyzes the
consequences of the new development
projections for oil and gas leasing and
discloses the results of a recently
completed air-quality model, as
requested by the Environmental
Protection Agency. The supplement
does not address other issues or attempt
to address comments received on the
Draft LMP/Draft EIS. The supplement
does not change the range of
alternatives, nor add or remove any
alternatives—it only adds information
regarding the GSGP area and air quality
model results for public review and
comment. The supplement only
contains new information about oil and
gas leasing, and the potential
environmental consequences associated
with it, including potential effects to air
quality.

The BLM met with and consulted 10
Tribes on oil and gas development
which concluded on September 2010.
The BLM finds that further consultation
is appropriate under Executive Order
13175 and will send the draft
supplement to the 25 Tribes that the
BLM regularly contacts about issues in
this area. The BLM will schedule face-
to-face consultation meetings to discuss
the supplement at the Tribes’ request.
All public comments submitted during
the original Draft LMP/Draft EIS
comment period regarding other plan
revision issues and resources are still
valid. The comments received in 2008
and the comments received on this
supplement will create the complete set
of comments that will be considered in
developing the Final EIS and Proposed
LMP.

The supplement is intended to be
used in conjunction with the Draft EIS
and Draft LMP that was published on
December 14, 2007. Those documents
can be found on the plan revision Web
site: http://ocs.fortlewis.edu/forestPlan.
Compact disk copies, and a limited
number of printed copies, are available
by contacting Elysia Retzlaff, (970) 385—
1253; emretzlaff@fs.fed.us.

Please note that public comments and
information submitted including names,
street addresses, and e-mail addresses of
persons who submit comments will be
available for public review and
disclosure at the above address during
regular business hours, Monday through
Friday, except holidays.

Before including your address, phone
number, e-mail address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that

your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold from public review your
personal identifying information, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Authority: 40 CFR 1502.9(c)(4) and 43
CFR 1610.2(e).

Helen M. Hankins,

Colorado State Director.

Mark Stiles,

Forest Supervisor.

[FR Doc. 2011-21716 Filed 8—-25-11; 8:45 am]
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Notice of Public Meeting: Resource
Advisory Council to the Boise District,
Bureau of Land Management, U.S.
Department of the Interior

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
U.S. Department of the Interior.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Federal Land Policy and Management
Act (FLPMA) and the Federal Advisory
Committee Act of 1972 (FACA), the U.S.
Department of the Interior, Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) Boise District
Resource Advisory Council (RAC), will
hold a meeting as indicated below.

DATES: The meeting will be held
September 21, 2011, at the Boise District
Office, located at 3948 S. Development
Avenue, Boise, Idaho, beginning at 9
a.m. and adjourning at 4:30 p.m.
Members of the public are invited to
attend. A public comment period will

be held.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: M]
Byrne, Public Affairs Officer and RAC
Coordinator, BLM Boise District, 3948
Development Ave., Boise, ID 83705,
Telephone (208) 384—3393.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 15-
member Council advises the Secretary
of the Interior, through the BLM, on a
variety of planning and management
issues associated with public land
management in southwestern Idaho.
Items on the agenda include reports by
the RAC’s Resource Management Plan
Subgroup on its collaborative actions
following the RAC’s Fire Symposium.
Progress on development of the
Environmental Assessment for the
Paradigm Project will be provided by


http://ocs.fortlewis.edu/forestPlan
http://ocs.fortlewis.edu/forestPlan
mailto:emretzlaff@fs.fed.us

		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-06-03T20:57:21-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




