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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—XA576

Marine Mammals; File No. 16472

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the NMFS Southwest Fisheries Science
Center, Antarctic Ecosystem Research
Division, La Jolla, California,
(Responsible Party: George Watters,
PhD, Director), has applied in due form
for a permit to conduct research on
marine mammals in the Antarctic.

DATES: Written, telefaxed, or e-mail
comments must be received on or before
August 19, 2011.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review by
selecting “Records Open for Public
Comment” from the Features box on the
Applications and Permits for Protected
Species (APPS) home page, https://
apps.nimfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting
File No. 16472 from the list of available
applications.

These documents are also available
upon written request or by appointment
in the following offices:

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301) 427-8401; fax (301) 713-0376; and

Southwest Region, NMFS, 501 West
Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach,
CA 90802—4213; phone (562) 980—-4001;
fax (562) 980—4018.

Written comments on this application
should be submitted to the Chief,
Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, at the address listed above.
Comments may also be submitted by
facsimile to (301) 713-0376, or by e-
mail to NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov.
Please include the File No. in the
subject line of the e-mail comment.

Those individuals requesting a public
hearing should submit a written request
to the Chief, Permits, Conservation and
Education Division at the address listed
above. The request should set forth the
specific reasons why a hearing on this
application would be appropriate.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tammy Adams or Amy Sloan, (301)
427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Marine Mammal

Protection Act of 1972, as amended
(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), and the
regulations governing the taking and
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR
Part 216).

The applicant requests a five-year
permit to take Antarctic fur seals
(Arctocephalus gazella), southern
elephant seals (Mirounga leonina),
crabeater seals (Lobodon
carcinophagus), leopard seals (Hydrurga
leptonyx), Ross seals (Ommatophoca
rossii), and Weddell seals
(Leptonychotes weddellii) for life history
studies and census surveys for
abundance and distribution of
pinnipeds in the South Shetland
Islands, Antarctica, as part of a long-
term ecosystem monitoring program
established in 1986. The applicant also
requests permission to import tissue
samples collected from any animals
captured and from salvaged carcasses of
any species of pinniped or cetacean
found in the study area.

The applicant requests annual capture
of: 200 Antarctic fur seal adults and
juveniles; 600 Antarctic fur seal pups;
50 leopard seal adults and juveniles; 50
southern elephant seal adults and
juveniles; 100 southern elephant seal
pups; 30 Weddell seal adults and
juveniles; and 20 Weddell seal pups.
Research on captured animals would
include tissue sampling, attachment of
scientific instruments, application of
marks (flipper tags, hair bleach or dye),
morphometric measurement, tooth
extraction, and stomach content
sampling. An additional 23,000
Antarctic fur seals, 1,100 southern
elephant seals, 100 crabeater seals, 100
leopard seals, 200 Weddell seals, and 5
Ross seals would be taken annually by
harassment during aerial and ground
surveys, including behavioral
observations and photo-identification.
The applicant has requested an annual
incidental mortality allowance of: 3
Antarctic fur seal adults or juveniles; 2
Antarctic fur seal pups; 2 leopard seal
adults or juveniles; 2 southern elephant
seal adults or juveniles; 2 southern
elephant seal pups; 2 Weddell seal
adults or juveniles; and 2 Weddell seal
pups.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial
determination has been made that the
activity proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMEFS is forwarding copies of the
application to the Marine Mammal

Comimission and its Committee of
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: July 13, 2011.
P. Michael Payne,

Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2011-18326 Filed 7-19-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—XA582

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: Commerce, National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA), National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS).

ACTION: Notice; Public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Scientific and Statistical Committee, on
August 9-10, 2011, to consider actions
affecting New England fisheries in the
exclusive economic zone (EEZ).
Recommendations from this group will
be brought to the full Council for formal
consideration and action, if appropriate.
DATES: This meeting will be held on
Tuesday, August 9 at 10 a.m. and
Wednesday, August 10, 2011 at 9 a.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Seaport Hotel, 200 Seaport
Boulevard, Ste 500, Boston, MA 02210;
telephone: (617) 385—4000; fax: (617)
385—4001.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
telephone: (978) 465—0492.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Tuesday, August 9, 2011-Wednesday,
August 10, 2011

The Scientific and Statistical
Committee (SSC) will continue to
develop the methods for setting ABCs
for the Northeast Multispecies FMP for
FY 2012-14. Additionally, the SSC will
review analyses provided by the
Whiting PDT in response to the
guidance it received at the April 12-13,
2011 SSC meeting and recommend
ABG:s for the stocks of silver hake, red
hake and white hake skate fishery for
inclusion in Amendment 19 (small
mesh multispecies component) to the
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Northeast Multispecies Fishery
Management Plan.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
listed in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, at (978)
465—0492, at least 5 days prior to the
meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: July 15, 2011.

Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2011-18277 Filed 7-19-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XA471

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to
Specified Activities; Taking Marine
Mammals Incidental To Conducting
Air-to-Surface Gunnery Missions in the
Gulf of Mexico

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; proposed incidental
harassment authorization; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS received an
application from the U.S. Air Force
(USAF), Eglin Air Force Base (Eglin
AFB), for renewal of an Incidental
Harassment Authorization (IHA) to take
marine mammals, by harassment,
incidental to conducting air-to-surface
(A-S) gunnery missions in the Gulf of
Mexico (GOM). The USAF’s activities
are considered military readiness
activities. Pursuant to the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS
requests comments on its proposal to
issue an IHA to Eglin AFB to take, by
harassment, several species of marine

mammal during the specified activity
for a period of 1 year.

DATES: Comments and information must
be received no later than August 19,
2011.

ADDRESSES: Comments on the
application should be addressed to
Michael Payne, Chief, Permits,
Conservation and Education Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East-
West Highway, Silver Spring, MD
20910. The mailbox address for
providing e-mail comments is
ITP.Hopper@noaa.gov. NMFS is not
responsible for e-mail comments sent to
addresses other than the one provided
here. Comments sent via e-mail,
including all attachments, must not
exceed a 10-megabyte file size.

Instructions: All comments received
are a part of the public record and will
generally be posted to http://
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/
incidental.htm without change. All
Personal Identifying Information (for
example, name, address, etc.)
voluntarily submitted by the commenter
may be publicly accessible. Do not
submit Confidential Business
Information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information.

A copy of the application containing
a list of the references used in this
document and NMFS’ 2008
Environmental Assessment (EA) and
Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI) may be obtained by writing to
the address specified above, telephoning
the contact listed below (see FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT), or
visiting the internet at: http://
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/
incidental.htm. Documents cited in this
notice may also be viewed, by
appointment, during regular business
hours, at the aforementioned address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Brian D. Hopper or Candace Nachman,
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
(301) 427-8401.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct
the Secretary of Commerce to allow,
upon request, the incidental, but not
intentional, taking of small numbers of
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who
engage in a specified activity (other than
commercial fishing) within a specified
geographical region if certain findings
are made and either regulations are
issued or, if the taking is limited to
harassment, a notice of a proposed
authorization is provided to the public
for review.

Authorization for incidental takings
shall be granted if NMFS finds that the
taking will have a negligible impact on
the species or stock(s), will not have an
unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of the species or stock(s) for
subsistence uses (where relevant), and if
the permissible methods of taking and
requirements pertaining to the
mitigation, monitoring and reporting of
such takings are set forth. NMFS has
defined “negligible impact” in 50 CFR
216.103 as “* * * an impact resulting
from the specified activity that cannot
be reasonably expected to, and is not
reasonably likely to, adversely affect the
species or stock through effects on
annual rates of recruitment or survival.”

Section 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA
established an expedited process by
which citizens of the U.S. can apply for
an authorization to incidentally take
small numbers of marine mammals by
harassment. Section 101(a)(5)(D)
establishes a 45-day time limit for
NMEFS review of an application
followed by a 30-day public notice and
comment period on any proposed
authorizations for the incidental
harassment of marine mammals. Within
45 days of the close of the comment
period, NMFS must either issue or deny
the authorization.

The National Defense Authorization
Act (NDAA) (Pub. L. 108-136) removed
the “small numbers” and ““specified
geographical region” provisions and
amended the definition of “harassment”
as it applies to a “military readiness
activity” to read as follows (section
3(18)(B) of the MMPA):

(i) Any act that injures or has the
significant potential to injure a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the wild
[Level A Harassment]; or (ii) Any act that
disturbs or is likely to disturb a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the wild
by causing disruption of natural behavioral
patterns, including, but not limited to,
migration, surfacing, nursing, breeding,
feeding, or sheltering, to a point where such
behavioral patterns are abandoned or
significantly altered [Level B Harassment].

Summary of Request

NMEF'S originally received an
application on February 13, 2003, from
Eglin AFB for the taking, by harassment,
of marine mammals incidental to
programmatic mission activities within
the Eglin Gulf Test and Training Range
(EGTTR). The EGTTR is described as the
airspace over the GOM that is controlled
by Eglin AFB. A notice of receipt of
Eglin AFB’s application and Notice of
Proposed IHA and request for 30-day
public comment published on January
23, 2006 (71 FR 3474). A 1-year IHA was
subsequently issued to Eglin AFB for
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