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ACTION: Notice of a meeting of the South 
Atlantic Fishery Management Council. 

SUMMARY: The South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council will hold a 
meeting of the full Council in August. 
A public comment session will be held 
as part of the meeting regarding agenda 
items. See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
for additional details. 
DATES: The Council meeting will be 
held August 9, 2011. See 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for specific 
dates and times. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Charleston Marriott Hotel, 170 
Lockwood Blvd., Charleston, SC 29403; 
telephone: (1–800) 968–3569 or (843) 
723–3000; fax: (843) 723–0276. Copies 
of documents are available from Kim 
Iverson, Public Information Officer, 
South Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council, 4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite 
201, North Charleston, SC 29405. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kim 
Iverson, Public Information Officer; 
telephone: (843) 571–4366 or toll free at 
(866) SAFMC–10; fax: (843) 769–4520; 
e-mail: kim.iverson@safmc.net. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Meeting Date 

1. Full Council Meeting 8 a.m.–6 p.m.: 
August 9, 2011 

The Council will review Amendment 
18 to the Coastal Migratory Pelagic 
Fishery Management Plan for the South 
Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico. The 
amendment addresses Annual Catch 
Limits (ACLs) and Accountability 
Measures (AMs) for the joint Gulf/South 
Atlantic fishery. After considering 
public comment, the Council may 
modify the document if appropriate. 
The Council is scheduled to approve the 
document for formal review by the 
Secretary of Commerce, contingent 
upon the approval of the amendment by 
the Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council. 

The Council will review the 
recommendations of its Scientific and 
Statistical Committee and Law 
Enforcement Advisory Panel regarding 
the Comprehensive Annual Catch Limit 
(ACL) Amendment and Regulatory 
Amendment 11 to the Snapper Grouper 
Fishery Management Plan (FMP). The 
amendments will be modified based on 
public comment and, if appropriate, 
approved for formal review by the 
Secretary of Commerce. The 
Comprehensive ACL Amendment meets 
the mandates of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Act by establishing ACLs and AMs for 
species managed by the Council that are 
not currently undergoing overfishing. 
Regulatory Amendment 11 addresses 

options for ending overfishing of 
speckled hind and warsaw grouper, 
including modifications to current 
restrictions for waters deeper than 240 
feet. 

The Council will review Amendment 
20A to the Snapper Grouper FMP 
addressing the management of 
wreckfish, modify as appropriate, and 
approve for public hearings. 

Note: A public comment period will 
be held on August 9, 2011, beginning at 
8:30 a.m., on Amendment 18 to the 
Coastal Migratory Pelagic FMP for the 
South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico, the 
Comprehensive Annual Catch Limit 
Amendment, and Regulatory 
Amendment 11 to the Snapper Grouper 
FMP, followed by public comment 
regarding any other items on the 
Council agenda. 

The Council will also discuss timing 
and priorities for the development of 
FMPs and amendments, review regional 
operation schedules, and provide 
guidance to staff. 

Documents regarding these issues are 
available from the Council office (see 
ADDRESSES). 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this Council for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subjects of formal 
final Council action during this meeting. 
Council action will be restricted to those 
issues specifically listed in this notice 
and any issues arising after publication 
of this notice that require emergency 
action under section 305(c) of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided the 
public has been notified of the Council’s 
intent to take final action to address the 
emergency. 

Except for advertised (scheduled) 
public hearings and public comment, 
the times and sequence specified on this 
agenda are subject to change. 

Special Accommodations 

This meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to the 
Council office (see ADDRESSES) by 
August 4, 2011. 

Dated: July 13, 2011. 

Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2011–17962 Filed 7–15–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

[RIN 0648–XA440] 

National Policy for Distinguishing 
Serious From Non-Serious Injuries of 
Marine Mammals 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of availability; request 
for comments. 

SUMMARY: NMFS developed a draft 
national policy, comprised of a Policy 
Directive and associated Procedural 
Directive, for distinguishing serious 
from non-serious injuries of marine 
mammals. The draft Directives were 
developed by reviewing injury 
determinations from 1997–2008, current 
scientific information, and a new 
analysis of existing NMFS data. NMFS 
solicits public comments on the draft 
Policy and Procedural Directives. 
DATES: Comments must be received by 
August 17, 2011. 
ADDRESSES: The draft Policy and 
Procedural Directives for distinguishing 
serious from non-serious injuries of 
marine mammals are available in 
electronic form via the Internet at http:// 
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/laws/mmpa/ 
under ‘‘Policies, Guidances and 
Regulations’’. 

Copies of the Policy and Procedural 
Directives may also be requested from 
Melissa Andersen, Office of Protected 
Resources, NMFS, 1315 East West Hwy, 
Silver Spring, MD 20910. 

Send comments by any one of the 
following methods. 

(1) Electronic Submissions: Submit all 
electronic comments through the 
Federal eRulemaking portal: http:// 
www.regulations.gov (follow 
instructions for submitting comments). 

(2) Mail: Chief, Marine Mammal and 
Sea Turtle Conservation Division, Attn: 
Policy for distinguishing serious from 
non-serious injuries of marine 
mammals, Office of Protected 
Resources, NMFS, 1315 East-West 
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910. 

Instructions: All comments received 
are a part of the public record and will 
generally be posted to http:// 
www.regulations.gov without change. 
All Personal Identifying Information 
(e.g., name, address, etc.) voluntarily 
submitted by the commenter may be 
publicly accessible. Do not submit 
Confidential Business Information or 
otherwise sensitive or protected 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 16:43 Jul 15, 2011 Jkt 223001 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\18JYN1.SGM 18JYN1sr
ob

in
so

n 
on

 D
S

K
4S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E
S

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/laws/mmpa/
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/laws/mmpa/
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
mailto:kim.iverson@safmc.net


42117 Federal Register / Vol. 76, No. 137 / Monday, July 18, 2011 / Notices 

information. NMFS will accept 
anonymous comments (enter ‘‘N/A’’ in 
the required fields, if you wish to 
remain anonymous). Attachments to 
electronic comments will be accepted in 
Microsoft Word, Excel, WordPerfect, or 
Adobe PDF file formats only. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Melissa Andersen, Office of Protected 
Resources, 301–713–2322. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

The Marine Mammal Protection Act 
(MMPA) (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) 
requires NMFS to estimate annual levels 
of human-caused mortality and serious 
injury of marine mammal stocks 
(section 117) and to categorize 
commercial fisheries based on their 
level of incidental mortality and serious 
injury of marine mammals (section 118). 
Based on the results of a 1997 workshop 
discussing the impacts of injuries of 
marine mammals incidental to 
commercial fishing operations (Angliss 
and DeMaster, 1998) and specific 
regional experience with injury events, 
NMFS Regional Offices and Science 
Centers developed regional techniques 
for assessing and quantifying the serious 
injuries of marine mammals. Although 
these regional techniques helped to 
accomplish the MMPA’s mandates, 
NMFS recognized the need for a 
nationally consistent and transparent 
process for effective conservation of 
marine mammal stocks and 
management of human activities 
impacting these stocks. 

Accordingly, NMFS convened the 
Serious Injury Technical Workshop in 
2007 to review performance under 
existing processes, and gather the best 
available and current scientific 
information (Andersen et al., 2008). 
Based on results of the 2007 workshop 
and input from marine mammal 
scientists, veterinary experts, and the 
MMPA Scientific Review Groups, 
NMFS developed the draft Policy and 
Procedural Directives describing 
national guidance and criteria for 
distinguishing serious from non-serious 
injuries of marine mammals. The draft 
Directives will serve as the basis for 
analyzing marine mammal injury 
reports (e.g., observer, disentanglement, 
and stranding program reports) and 
incorporating the results into marine 
mammal stock assessment reports (SAR) 
and marine mammal conservation 
management regimes (e.g., MMPA List 
of Fisheries (LOF), take reduction plans 
(TRP), ship speed regulations). 

Draft Policy and Procedural Directives 

Interpretation of the Regulatory 
Definition of ‘‘Serious Injury’’ 

NMFS defined serious injury in 
regulations (50 CFR 229.2) as ‘‘any 
injury that will likely result in 
mortality.’’ While this definition 
provides guidance on which injuries 
should be considered serious injuries, it 
allows subjective interpretation of the 
likelihood that an injury will result in 
mortality. Therefore, the draft Policy 
Directive clarifies and provides 
justification for NMFS’ interpretation of 
the regulatory definition of serious 
injury as any injury that is ‘‘more likely 
than not’’ to result in mortality, or any 
injury that presents a greater than 50 
percent chance of death to a marine 
mammal. 

Making and Documenting Injury 
Determinations 

The draft Procedural Directive 
describes the annual process for making 
and documenting injury determinations. 
The annual process includes guidance 
for which NMFS personnel make the 
annual injury determinations; what 
information should be used in making 
injury determinations; information 
exchange between NMFS Science 
Centers; NMFS Regional Office and SRG 
review of the injury determinations; 
injury determination report preparation 
and clearance; and inclusion of injury 
determinations in the SARs and marine 
mammal conservation management 
regimes. 

Accounting for Injury Cases Where the 
Outcome Cannot Be Determined 

There are many reasons why the 
severity of a given marine mammal 
injury event cannot be determined 
(CBD). In some cases, reports on an 
injury event lack sufficient information 
to make an injury determination. In 
other cases, the severity of an injury 
may depend on any number of 
unknown factors. Lastly, the current 
state of veterinary knowledge or clinical 
data about the impact of certain injuries 
might be insufficient to make a 
determination. Therefore, the draft 
Procedural Directive outlines NMFS’ 
approach for applying appropriate 
methods to assign CBD cases as either 
serious or non-serious injuries for 
management and reporting purposes. 
The approach includes methods that 
can be based on fishery observer data, 
when available, or historical 
information from any data source that 
provides a valid basis for analysis. 

Accounting for Successful Mitigation 
Efforts 

Marine mammals that become 
entangled in or hooked by fishing gear 
are sometimes released or break free 
from the gear, but remain hooked or 
entangled in a portion of the gear. In 
some instances, those entangled or 
hooked animals are sighted at a later 
date or time and NOAA undertakes 
mitigation efforts to disentangle or 
dehook the animal (e.g., via the large 
whale disentanglement program). As a 
result of the 2007 workshop, NMFS 
revisited whether marine mammals that 
are successfully disentangled or 
dehooked at a later date or time should 
be considered when classifying fisheries 
on the LOF. Previously, if an entangled 
or hooked marine mammal was 
determined to be seriously injured from 
the entanglement/hooking but was later 
successfully disentangled/dehooked and 
determined to have only non-serious 
injuries once the gear was removed, the 
interaction was not included as a 
serious injury in the SAR because the 
animal was not removed from the 
population; thus, the interaction was 
also not used when classifying fisheries 
on the LOF. However, this previous 
approach does not accurately reflect the 
overall impact of commercial fisheries 
on marine mammal populations 
because, by not including disentangled 
animals in the number of seriously 
injured animals resulting from 
interactions with commercial fishing 
gear, it does not account for all serious 
injuries inflicted on marine mammals 
by commercial fishing. Further, this 
previous approach can lead to an 
underestimation of total serious injury 
and mortality of marine mammals 
because it relies on opportunistic 
detection and post-interaction 
intervention by NOAA to mitigate injury 
effects. 

The draft Procedural Directive 
establishes NMFS’ process for assessing 
and documenting these cases. 
Successful mitigation efforts (i.e., a 
marine mammal is disentangled by a 
disentanglement program and is 
determined to have only non-serious 
injuries when released) will not change 
the pre-intervention injury 
determination for use in classifying 
fisheries on the LOF or for use in TRPs. 
In other words, if the animal was 
determined to be seriously injured from 
an entanglement prior to the 
disentanglement program’s intervention, 
it is considered seriously injured for the 
purposes of commercial fisheries 
management, such as the LOF and 
TRPs. However, for the purposes of 
assessing the status of stocks in the 
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SARs, NMFS will record the level of 
injury determined after the mitigation 
effort to reflect the fact that the animal 
likely survived its injuries post- 
intervention and was not removed from 
the population. 

Injury Categories and Criteria for Large 
Cetaceans, Small Cetaceans and 
Pinnipeds 

The draft Procedural Directive 
describes the injury categories and 
criteria for distinguishing between 
serious and non-serious injuries of 
marine mammals. The criteria were 
developed separately for large 
cetaceans, small cetaceans, and 
pinnipeds because the types and 
impacts of injuries differ between these 
groups. For this reason, the draft 
Procedural Directive includes three 
separate sections that describe criteria 
for determining injury status specific to 
each species group, including three 
tables summarizing the injury categories 
and criteria with an associated injury 
determination. The process and criteria 
for determining injury status for large 
cetaceans differ from the process and 
criteria for small cetaceans and 
pinnipeds. The injury criteria and 
determinations for large cetaceans are 
largely based on an analysis of NMFS 
data on injury events with known 
outcomes (i.e., survival or death of the 
animal), with the exception of a few 
criteria that are based on expert opinion 
or research presented at the 2007 NMFS 
Serious Injury Technical Workshop. In 
contrast, injury criteria and 
determinations for small cetaceans and 
pinnipeds are based almost entirely on 
expert opinion or research presented at 
the 2007 NMFS Serious Injury 
Technical Workshop because, unlike 
large cetaceans, data on injury events 
with known outcomes are not available 
for most small cetacean and pinniped 
species. 

References 

Andersen, M. S., K. A. Forney, T. V. N. Cole, 
T. Eagle, R. Angliss, K. Long, L. Barre, L. 
Van Atta, D. Borggaard, T. Rowles, B. 
Norberg, J. Whaley, and L. Engleby. 
2008. Differentiating Serious and Non- 
Serious Injury of Marine Mammals: 
Report of the Serious Injury Technical 
Workshop, 10–13 September 2007, 
Seattle, Washington. U.S. Dep. Commer., 
NOAA Tech. Memo. NMFS–OPR–39. 94 
p. 

Angliss, R.P. and D.P. DeMaster. 1998. 
Differentiating Serious and Non-Serious 
Injury of Marine Mammals Taken 
Incidental to Commercial Fishing 
Operations. NOAA Tech Memo. NMFS– 
OPR–13, 48 p. 

Dated: July 12, 2011. 
James H. Lecky, 
Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2011–18037 Filed 7–15–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XA566 

Marine Mammals; File No. 15511 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; issuance of permit. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that a 
permit has been issued to SeaWorld, 
LLC., 9205 South Center Loop, Suite 
400 Orlando, FL 32819, to import one 
short-finned pilot whale for public 
display. 

ADDRESSES: The permit and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the following offices: 

Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301) 427–8401; fax (301) 713–0376; and 
Southwest Region, NMFS, 501 West 
Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach, 
CA 90802–4213; phone (562) 980–4001; 
fax (562) 980–4018; 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Kristy Beard or Jennifer Skidmore, (301) 
427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On July 2, 
2010, notice was published in the 
Federal Register (75 FR 38457) that a 
request for a permit to import one short- 
finned pilot whale (Globicephala 
macrorhynchus) for public display had 
been submitted by the above-named 
applicant. The requested permit has 
been issued under the authority of the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, 
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) and 
the regulations governing the taking and 
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR 
part 216). The permit is valid through 
July 31, 2012. 

In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), a final 
determination has been made that the 
activity proposed is categorically 
excluded from the requirement to 
prepare an environmental assessment or 
environmental impact statement. 

Dated: July 11, 2011. 
P. Michael Payne, 
Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2011–17909 Filed 7–15–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING 
COMMISSION 

Sunshine Act Meetings 

AGENCY HOLDING THE MEETING:  
Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission. 

TIME AND DATE: 10 a.m., Friday August 
5, 2011. 

PLACE: 1155 21st St., NW., Washington, 
DC, 9th Floor Commission Conference 
Room. 

STATUS: Closed. 

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED: Surveillance 
and Enforcement Matters. In the event 
that the times or dates of these or any 
future meetings change, an 
announcement of the change, along with 
the new time and place of the meeting 
will be posted on the Commission’s 
Web site at http://www.cftc.gov. 

CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Sauntia S. Warfield, 202–418–5084. 

Sauntia S. Warfield, 
Assistant Secretary of the Commission. 
[FR Doc. 2011–18202 Filed 7–14–11; 4:15 pm] 

BILLING CODE 6351–01–P 

COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING 
COMMISSION 

Sunshine Act Meetings 

AGENCY HOLDING THE MEETING: 
Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission. 

TIME AND DATE: 11 a.m., Tuesday August 
9, 2011. 

PLACE: 1155 21st St., NW., Washington, 
DC, 9th Floor Commission Conference 
Room. 

STATUS: Closed. 

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED: Rule 
Enforcement Review Meeting. 

CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Sauntia S. Warfield, 202–418–5084. 

Sauntia S. Warfield, 
Assistant Secretary of the Commission. 
[FR Doc. 2011–18203 Filed 7–14–11; 4:15 pm] 

BILLING CODE 6351–01–P 

VerDate Mar<15>2010 16:43 Jul 15, 2011 Jkt 223001 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 9990 E:\FR\FM\18JYN1.SGM 18JYN1sr
ob

in
so

n 
on

 D
S

K
4S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E
S

http://www.cftc.gov

		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-06-03T22:02:25-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




