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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Gregory Joy, Policy Advisor, Bureau of
Justice Assistance, Office of Justice
Programs, 810 7th Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20531, by telephone at
(202) 514-1369, toll free (866) 859—
2687, or by e-mail at

gregory.joy@usdoj.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor
Review Board carries out those advisory
functions specified in 42 U.S.C. 15202.
Pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 15201, the
President of the United States is
authorized to award the Public Safety
Officer Medal of Valor, the highest
national award for valor by a public
safety officer.

The purpose of this meeting/
conference call is to vote on the position
of Board Chairperson, review issues
relevant to the nomination review
process, pending ceremonies and
upcoming activities and other relevant
Board issues related thereto.

This meeting/conference call is open
to the public at the offices of the Bureau
of Justice Assistance. For security
purposes, members of the public who
wish to participate must register at least
seven (7) days in advance of the
meeting/conference call by contacting
Mr. Joy. All interested participants will
be required to meet at the Bureau of
Justice Assistance, Office of Justice
Programs; 810 7th Street, NW.,
Washington, DC and will be required to
sign in at the front desk. Note: Photo
identification will be required for
admission. Additional identification
documents may be required.

Access to the meeting/conference call
will not be allowed without prior
registration. Anyone requiring special
accommodations should contact Mr. Joy
at least seven (7) days in advance of the
meeting. Please submit any comments
or written statements for consideration
by the Review Board in writing at least
seven (7) days in advance of the meeting
date.

Pamela J. Cammarata,

Associate Deputy Director, Bureau of Justice
Assistance.

[FR Doc. 2011-15996 Filed 6—24—11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4410-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Parole Commission

Sunshine Act Meeting Federal Register
Citation of Previous Announcement:
76 FR 35472, June 17, 2011

PREVIOUSLY ANNOUNCED TIME AND DATE OF
THE MEETING: 10 a.m., Tuesday, June 21,
2011.

CHANGES IN THE MEETING: Removal of
agenda item 5: Discussion and vote on
a final rule on revising guidelines for
rating crack cocaine offenses.

CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION:
Patricia W. Moore, Staff Assistant to the
Chairman, U.S. Parole Commission, 90
K Street, NE., 3rd Floor, Washington,
DC 20530, (202) 346—7009.

Dated: June 21, 2011.
Rockne Chickinell,
General Counsel, U.S. Parole Commission.
[FR Doc. 2011-15836 Filed 6—24-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4410-31-M

MARINE MAMMAL COMMISSION

Guidelines for Ensuring and
Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity,
Utility, and Integrity of Information

AGENCY: Marine Mammal Commission.

ACTION: Proposed guidelines; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Marine Mammal
Commission proposes to adopt
guidelines to ensure and maximize the
quality, objectivity, utility, and integrity
of information disseminated by the
agency in accordance with the directive
issued by the Office of Management and
Budget (67 FR 8452—8460), pursuant to
section 515 of the Treasury and General
Government Appropriations Act for
Fiscal Year 2001.

DATES: Comments on these proposed
guidelines must be received by July 27,
2011.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be
submitted by the following methods:

e E-mail: to mmc@mmec.gov. The
subject line should read: Information
quality guidelines.

e Fax:(301) 504—0099, Attn: Michael
L. Gosliner.

e Mail: Marine Mammal Commission;
Attn.: Michael L. Gosliner, General
Counsel, 4340 East-West Highway,
Room 700, Bethesda, MD 20814.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael L. Gosliner, General Counsel,
Marine Mammal Commission, 4340
East-West Highway, Room 700,
Bethesda, MD 20814; telephone: (301)
504—0087; fax: (301) 504—0099.

Background

Section 515 of the Treasury and
General Government Appropriations
Act for Fiscal Year 2001 (Pub. L. 106—
554) directs the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) to issue government-
wide guidelines that “provide policy
and procedural guidance to federal
agencies for ensuring and maximizing
the quality, objectivity, utility and
integrity of information (including
statistical information) disseminated by
Federal agencies.” Pursuant to this
directive, OMB issued guidelines on 22
February 2002 (67 FR 8452—8460) that
direct each federal agency to (1) Issue its
own guidelines ensuring and
maximizing the quality, objectivity,
utility, and integrity of information
disseminated by the agency; (2)
establish administrative mechanisms to
allow affected persons to seek and
obtain correction of information that
does not comply with the OMB
guidelines or the agency’s guidelines,
and (3) report periodically to the
director of OMB on the number and
nature of complaints received by the
agency regarding the accuracy of
information disseminated by the agency
and how such complaints were handled
by the agency.

In compliance with the OMB
directive, the Marine Mammal
Commission is proposing agency
guidelines intended to ensure and
maximize the quality, objectivity,
utility, and integrity of information that
is disseminated by the agency.

The Marine Mammal Commission
was established under the Marine
Mammal Protection Act of 1972 to
provide independent oversight of the
marine mammal conservation policies
and programs being carried out by
federal agencies. The Commission is
charged with developing, reviewing,
and making recommendations on
domestic and international actions and
policies of all federal agencies with
respect to marine mammal protection
and conservation and with carrying out
a research program. In carrying out its
mission, the Commission develops and
disseminates scientific and other
information and reviews information
provided by other federal agencies.

Definitions

The following definitions, which are
consistent with the definitions included
in the directive published by OMB on
22 February 2002, are used in and apply
to the Marine Mammal Commission’s
guidelines—

1. “Affected” persons are those who
use, may benefit from, or may be
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harmed by the disseminated
information.

2. “Dissemination’” means agency-
initiated or sponsored distribution of
information to the public.
Dissemination does not include the
distribution of information limited to
government employees or agency
contractors or grantees; intra- or inter-
agency use of or sharing of government
information; and responses to requests
for agency records under the Freedom of
Information Act, the Privacy Act, the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, or
other similar law. This definition also
does not include distribution limited to
correspondence with individuals or
persons, press releases, archival records,
public filings, subpoenas, or
adjudicative processes.

3. “Influential,” when used in the
phrase “influential scientific, financial,
or statistical information,” means that
the agency can reasonably determine
that dissemination of the information
will have or does have a clear and
substantial impact on important public
policy and private sector decisions.

4. “Information” means any
communication or representation of
facts or data in any medium or form
including textual, numerical,
cartographic, narrative, or audiovisual.

5. “Integrity” refers to security—the
protection of information from
unauthorized access or revision—to
ensure that the information is not
compromised through corruption or
falsification.

6. “Objectivity” is a measure of
whether disseminated information is
accurate, reliable, and unbiased and
whether that information is presented in
an accurate, clear, complete, and
unbiased manner.

7. “Person’” means an individual,
partnership, association, corporation,
business trust, or legal representative,
an organized group of individuals, a
regional, national, state, territorial,
tribal, or local government or branch, or
a political subdivision of a state,
territory, tribal, or local government, or
a branch of a political subdivision, or an
international organization.

8. “Quality” encompasses the
“utility,” “objectivity,” and “integrity”’
of disseminated information. Thus, the
government-wide guidelines and the
Commission’s guidelines may refer to
these statutory terms collectively as
“quality.”

9. “Reproducibility” means that the
information is capable of being
substantially reproduced, subject to an
acceptable degree of imprecision. For
information judged to be more or less
influential, the degree of imprecision
that is tolerated will be reduced or

increased accordingly. With respect to
analytic results, “capable of being
substantially reproduced” means that
independent analysis of the original or
supporting data using identical methods
would generate similar analytic results,
subject to an acceptable degree of
imprecision or error.

10. “Transparency’ refers to a clear
description of the methods, data
sources, assumptions, outcomes, and
related information that will allow a
data user to understand how the
information product was designed or
produced.

11. “Utility” refers to the usefulness
of the information to the Commission,
other federal agencies, and other
intended users, including the public.

Scope of the Guidelines

Information Disseminated and
Covered by these Guidelines: Subject to
the exceptions noted below, all
information disseminated by the agency
is subject to these guidelines. This
includes Commission reports and
recommendations provided to other
agencies, and postings to the
Commission’s Web site.

Information Not Covered by these
Guidelines: The following information
and communications are not covered by
the applicable data quality requirements
and not subject to these guidelines—

¢ Information for which distribution
is intended to be limited to government
employees or agency contractors or
grantees.

¢ Information for which distribution
or sharing is intended to be limited to
intra- or inter-agency use.

¢ Responses to requests for agency
records under the Freedom of
Information Act, the Privacy Act, the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, or
other similar law.

e Information relating solely to
correspondence with individuals or
persons.

e Press releases, fact sheets, press
conferences, or similar communications
in any medium that announce, support
the announcement of, or give public
notice of information that the
Commission has disseminated
elsewhere.

e Archival records, including library
holdings.

o Archival information disseminated
by the Commission before October 1,
2002, and still maintained as archival
material.

¢ Public filings.

e Subpoenas.

¢ Information limited to adjudicative
processes, such as pleadings, including
information developed during the
conduct of any criminal or civil action

or administrative enforcement action,
investigation, or audit against specific
parties, or information distributed in
documents limited to administrative
action determining the rights and
liabilities of specific parties under
applicable statutes and regulations.

e Solicitations (e.g., program
announcements and requests for
proposals).

e Hyperlinks to information that
another person disseminates, as well as
paper-based information from other
sources referenced, but not approved or
endorsed by the Commission.

¢ Policy manuals and management
information produced for the internal
management and operations of the
Commission and not primarily intended
for public dissemination.

¢ Information presented to Congress
as part of legislative or oversight
processes, such as testimony of
Commission officials, and information
or drafting assistance provided to
Congress in connection with proposed
or pending legislation, that is not
simultaneously disseminated to the
public. (However, information that
would otherwise be covered by
applicable guidelines is not exempted
from compliance merely because it is
also presented to Congress.)

e Documents not authored by the
Commission and not intended to
represent the Commission’s views,
including information authored and
distributed by Commission grantees, as
long as the documents are not
disseminated by the Commission (see
definition of “dissemination”).

e Research data, findings, reports and
other materials published or otherwise
distributed by employees or by
Commission contractors or grantees that
are identified as not representing
Commission’s views.

¢ Opinions where the presentation
makes it clear that what is being offered
is not the official view of the
Commission.

Information Quality Standards and Pre-
dissemination Review

The Marine Mammal Commission
remains committed to ensuring the
quality, objectivity, utility, and integrity
of the information it disseminates. To
meet this objective, the Commission has
established various pre-dissemination
review procedures. The applicable
review procedures vary depending on
the type of information being
disseminated and the extent to which
such information is considered
influential.

All reports disseminated by the
Commission undergo multiple levels of
review by knowledgeable individuals
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prior to publication to ensure that the
information each report contains is of a
high quality and supports the
conclusions reached. In addition to the
report drafters, reviewers generally
include other staff members, members
of the Commission’s Committee of
Scientific Advisors on Marine
Mammals, and the Commissioners.
When appropriate, Commission reports
also are provided to other agencies,
experts outside the federal government,
and stakeholders in the relevant issue
for review prior to publication.

Section 203(c) of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1403(c))
requires the Commission to consult with
its Committee of Scientific Advisors on
Marine Mammals “on all studies and
recommendations which it may propose
to make or has made, on research
programs conducted or proposed to be
conducted [by the Commission], and on
all applications for scientific permits.”
The Committee of Scientific Advisors
consists of nine scientists
“knowledgeable in marine ecology and
marine mammal affairs” appointed by
the Chairman of the Commission after
consulting with the Chairman of the
Council on Environmental Quality, the
Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution,
the Director of the National Science
Foundation, and the Chairman of the
National Academy of Sciences. This
appointment process helps to ensure
that the Commission has ready access to
a panel of knowledgeable experts in
matters related to marine mammals and
marine science, including members
from the academic community and
elsewhere outside of government. By
submitting all agency recommendations
and research programs to the Committee
for review prior to adoption or
dissemination, the Commission not only
obtains policy advice, but has, in
essence, a standing peer-review body to
vet the quality of the information on
which Commission recommendations
are based before it is disseminated.

Information posted on the
Commission’s Web site consists largely
of Commission reports and
recommendations. These documents
already have been subjected to extensive
review prior to being disseminated.
Other information also may be posted
on the Web site, including information
on marine mammal species and issues
of special concern. As with other
materials disseminated by the
Commission, and as appropriate, such
information is vetted by Commission
staff, members of the Committee of
Scientific Advisors on Marine
Mammals, the Commissioners, and
outside experts prior to posting.

In exigent circumstances (e.g., when
responding to emergencies such as oil
spills or unusual mortality events that
pose a risk to natural resources), it may
not be possible for the Commission to
provide full review of information prior
to dissemination. In such cases, the
Commissioners, the Commission’s
Executive Director, or the Commission’s
General Counsel may waive temporarily
the information quality standards
applicable to the dissemination of
information. To the extent practicable,
the Commission will provide public
notice of any such waiver, explaining
the reason for the waiver, identifying
the official responsible for issuing the
waiver, and indicating the expected
duration of the waiver. To the extent
practicable, full review of information
disseminated under a waiver will be
conducted after release of that
information and revisions will be made
as appropriate.

Information Integrity

The Commission does not have the
resources to maintain its own Web site,
but has contracted for the maintenance
and posting of material to the
Commission’s site. That contractor is
responsible for and has instituted
safeguards and security measures to
protect the integrity of the information
that it posts to the Commission’s Web
site.

Administrative Process for Correction
of Information

Overview: Any affected person (see
definition above) may request, where
appropriate, timely correction of
disseminated information that does not
comply with applicable information
quality guidelines. The burden of proof
is on the requester to show both the
necessity for and type of correction
sought.

Procedures for Submission of Initial
Requests for Correction: An initial
request for correction of disseminated
information must be made in writing
and submitted to: General Counsel,
Marine Mammal Commission, 4340
East-West Highway, Room 700,
Bethesda, MD 20814.
and marked to indicate that it is an
information correction request. Any
request for correction must include—

1. A description of the facts or data
the requester seeks to have corrected;

2. An explanation of how the
requester is an affected person with
respect to the disputed facts or data;

3. The factual basis for believing the
facts or data sought to be corrected are
inconsistent with Commission or OMB
information guidelines;

4. A proposed resolution, including
the factual basis for believing the facts
or data in the requester’s proposed
resolution are correct;

5. The consequences of not adopting
the proposed resolution; and

6. The requester’s contact
information, including name, address,
daytime telephone number, and e-mail
address.

No initial request for correction will
be considered under these procedures if
the request concerns—

1. A matter not involving
“information” as defined in these
guidelines;

2. Information that has not been
“disseminated” as defined in these
guidelines;

3. Disseminated information, the
correction of which would serve no
useful purpose;

4. Requests that are deemed to be
duplicative, repetitious, or frivolous; or

5. Information that is disseminated in
the course of a rulemaking or other
administrative process that provides an
opportunity for public comment and
includes a mechanism for disputing or
challenging the information in question.

Within 60 days of the receipt of a
properly filed request, the Commission
will provide a final decision on the
request or a statement of the status of
the request and an estimated decision
date.

Action by the Responsible Official on
Initial Requests for Correction: Upon
receipt of a properly filed request, the
responsible official will make a
preliminary determination as to whether
the request reasonably demonstrates, on
the strength of the assertions made in
the request alone, and assuming they are
true and correct, that the information
disseminated was based on a
misapplication or non-application of the
Commission’s applicable information
quality standards. The responsible
official will communicate his or her
initial determination concerning the
sufficiency of a request, and otherwise
specify the status of the request to the
requester, usually within 30 days of
receipt. A final determination that a
request does not state a proper claim
will be communicated, along with an
explanation of the deficiencies, to the
requester, usually within 60 days of
receipt. The requester may correct the
deficiencies, otherwise amend, and
resubmit the request.

If the responsible official
preliminarily determines that a properly
filed request indicates that there may be
a valid claim, the Commission will
institute an objective review process to
investigate and analyze relevant
material in a manner consistent with
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established internal procedures to
determine whether the disseminated
information complies with the
Commission’s information quality
standards. During such a review the
Commission may consult with members
of its Committee of Scientific Advisors
on Marine Mammals or outside experts
to obtain their views on the quality,
objectivity, utility, and integrity of the
disputed information. After considering
the record as a whole, the responsible
official will make an initial decision as
to whether the information should be
corrected and what, if any, corrective
action should be taken. At its discretion,
the Commission may provide the
requester with an opportunity to discuss
the request with the responsible official
or other reviewers.

If the Commission determines that
corrective action is appropriate,
corrective measures may be taken
through a number of forms, including,
but not limited to, personal contacts via
letter or telephone, form letters, press
releases, postings on an appropriate
Web site, or withdrawal or amendment
of the information in question. The form
of corrective action will be determined
by the nature and timeliness of the
information involved and such factors
as the significance of the error, the use
or anticipated use of the information,
and the magnitude of the error.

The responsible official will
communicate his or her decision or
indicate the status of the request to the
requester, usually within 60 days of
receipt of the request. That
communication will specify the
agency'’s initial decision, the basis for
that decision, and whether, and, if so,
what corrective action has been or will
be taken. In addition, an initial decision
will indicate the name and title of the
official responsible for making the
decision, a notice that the requester may
appeal an initial denial within 30 days
of that denial, and the name and title of
the official to whom an appeal may be
submitted. An initial denial will become
a final agency decision if no appeal is
filed within 30 days of that denial.

Appeal from an Initial Denial: An
appeal of an initial denial must be filed
within 30 days of the date of the initial
decision. Any such appeal must be in
writing and addressed to the official
identified in the initial decision. An
appeal of an initial denial must include:

1. The requester’s name, current home
or business address, and telephone
number or e-mail address (in order to
ensure timely communication);

2. A copy of the original request and
any correspondence regarding the initial
denial; and

3. A statement of the reasons why the
requester believes the initial denial to be
in error.

The official responsible for
considering an appeal will be a
Commissioner or a senior staff member
who was not materially involved in
reviewing the initial request or in
making the initial decision. A decision
concerning the appeal will be based on
the entirety of the information in the
appeal record. Generally, no
opportunity for a personal appearance,
oral argument, or hearing concerning
the appeal will be provided; however, at
his or her discretion, the official
responsible for considering the appeal
may discuss the request with the
appellant. The official responsible for
considering the appeal will
communicate his or her decision to the
requester, usually within 60 calendar
days of receipt of the appeal.

Reporting Requirements

The Commission will submit an
annual report to OMB by 1 January of
each year specifying the number and
type of correction requests received
during the previous year and how any
such requests were resolved. The
Commission will submit its initial
report in the first reporting cycle
following adoption of final guidelines.

Dated: June 21, 2011.
Timothy J. Ragen,

Executive Director, Marine Mammal
Commission.

[FR Doc. 2011-15953 Filed 6-24—11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6820-31-P

NATIONAL CREDIT UNION
ADMINISTRATION

Sunshine Act Meeting

TIME AND DATE: 8:30 a.m., Wednesday,
June 29, 2011.

PLACE: Board Room, 7th Floor, Room
7047, 1775 Duke Street (All visitors
must use Diagonal Road Entrance),
Alexandria, VA 22314-3428.

STATUS: Open.

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED: 1. Voluntary
Prepayment of Corporate Stabilization
Fund Assessment.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Rupp, Secretary of the Board,
Telephone: 703-518-6304.

Mary Rupp,

Board Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2011-16197 Filed 6-23-11; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 7535-01-P

NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE
ARTS AND THE HUMANITIES

Meeting of National Council on the
Humanities

AGENCY: The National Endowment for
the Humanities.

ACTION: Notice of meeting.

Pursuant to the provisions of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act (Pub.
L. 92-463, as amended) notice is hereby
given that the National Council on the
Humanities will meet in Washington,
DC on July 14-15, 2011.

The purpose of the meeting is to
advise the Chairman of the National
Endowment for the Humanities with
respect to policies, programs, and
procedures for carrying out his
functions, and to review applications for
financial support from and gifts offered
to the Endowment and to make
recommendations thereon to the
Chairman.

The meeting will be held in the Old
Post Office Building, 1100 Pennsylvania
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC. A
portion of the morning and afternoon
sessions on July 14-15, 2011, will not be
open to the public pursuant to
subsections (c)(4), (c)(6) and (c)(9)(B) of
section 552b of Title 5, United States
Code because the Council will consider
information that may disclose: Trade
secrets and commercial or financial
information obtained from a person and
privileged or confidential; information
of a personal nature the disclosure of
which would constitute a clearly
unwarranted invasion of personal
privacy; and information the premature
disclosure of which would be likely to
significantly frustrate implementation of
proposed agency action. I have made
this determination under the authority
granted me by the Chairman’s
Delegation of Authority dated July 19,
1993.

The agenda for the sessions on July
14, 2011 will be as follows:

Committee Meetings

(Open to the Public)

Policy Discussion

9-10:30 a.m.

Challenge Grants and Federal/State
Partnership—Room 507

Digital Humanities—Room 402

Education Programs—Room M—07

Preservation and Access—Room 415

Public Programs—Room 421

Research Programs—Room 315
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