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(SEFSC) [Bonnie Ponwith: Responsible
Party], 75 Virginia Beach Drive, Miami,
FL 33149, has applied in due form for
a permit to take green (Chelonia mydas),
hawksbill (Eretmochelys imbricata),
loggerhead (Caretta caretta), Kemp’s
ridley (Lepidochelys kempii), olive
ridley (Lepidochelys olivacea),
leatherback (Dermochelys coriacea), and
unidentified hardshell sea turtles for
purposes of scientific research.
DATES: Written, telefaxed, or e-mail
comments must be received on or before
February 25, 2011.
ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review by
selecting ‘‘Records Open for Public
Comment’’ from the Features box on the
Applications and Permits for Protected
Species (APPS) home page, https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting
File No. 15552 from the list of available
applications.
These documents are also available
upon written request or by appointment
in the following offices:
Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301) 713–2289; fax (301) 713–0376; and
Southeast Region, NMFS, 263 13th
Avenue South, Saint Petersburg, Florida
33701; phone (727) 824–5312; fax (727)
824–5309.
Written comments on this application
should be submitted to the Chief,
Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, at the address listed above.
Comments may also be submitted by
facsimile to (301) 713–0376, or by email to NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov.
Please include the File No. in the
subject line of the email comment.
Those individuals requesting a public
hearing should submit a written request
to the Chief, Permits, Conservation and
Education Division at the address listed
above. The request should set forth the
specific reasons why a hearing on this
application would be appropriate.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Colette Cairns or Amy Hapeman, (301)
713–2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Endangered Species Act
of 1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.) and the regulations
governing the taking, importing, and
exporting of endangered and threatened
species (50 CFR 222–226).
The proposed research would allow
the applicant to monitor the take of
green, loggerhead, hawksbill,
leatherback, Kemp’s ridley, olive ridley,
and unidentified hardshell sea turtles by
observed commercial fisheries and
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collect data to estimate bycatch and its
effects on sea turtle sub-populations.
Annually, up to 94 green, 731
loggerhead, 163 Kemp’s ridley, 76
hawksbill, 255 leatherback, and 120
olive ridley/unknown hardshell sea
turtles would be handled, identified,
photographed, measured, weighed,
flipper and passive integrated
transponder tagged, temporarily
marked, skin biopsied, and released.
The permit would authorize SEFSC
certified observers to collect data on
juvenile, sub-adult, and adult sea turtles
incidentally captured in commercial
fisheries in the Gulf of Mexico and the
East coast of the United States. These
efforts would aid in the development
and refinement of management efforts to
recover these species. The sampling
would be conducted year-round for five
years from the date of issuance of the
permit.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Dated: January 21, 2011.
P. Michael Payne,
Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

Tuesday, February 8, 2010
10 a.m.–12 noon & 1:30 p.m.–5:30
p.m.—The Reef Fish Management
Committee will receive an update of the
2010 red snapper landings and status of
the regulatory amendment; review the
mutton snapper and goliath grouper
benchmark assessments; review the rerun of the gag update assessment;
review the goliath grouper assessment;
discuss the impact of observed discard
estimates on the red grouper stock
assessment; review an options paper for
a red snapper regulatory amendment to
adjust the fall closing date and allow for
weekend openings; receive a report on
the Limited Access Privilege Program
Advisory Panel meeting; discuss the
individual fishing quota finance
program; review the Greater Amberjack
Regulatory Amendment for final action;
and review an individual fishing quota
discussion paper.
Although other non-emergency issues
not on the agendas may come before the
Council and Committees for discussion,
in accordance with the MagnusonStevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens
Act), those issues may not be the subject
of formal action during these meetings.
Actions of the Council and Committees
will be restricted to those issues
specifically identified in the agendas
and any issues arising after publication
of this notice that require emergency
action under Section 305(c) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided the
public has been notified of the Council’s
intent to take action to address the
emergency. The established times for
addressing items on the agenda may be
adjusted as necessary to accommodate
the timely completion of discussion
relevant to the agenda items. In order to
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Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council (Council); Public Meetings;
Correction
National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of addendum to a
meeting notice.
AGENCY:

The Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council will convene
public meetings. Additional items have
been added to the agenda. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.
DATES: The meetings will be held
February 7–10, 2011.
ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held at
the Courtyard Marriott, 1600 E. Beach
Blvd, Gulfport, MS 39501.
Council address: Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council, 2203
North Lois Avenue, Suite 1100, Tampa,
FL 33607.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Stephen Bortone, Executive Director,
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council; telephone: (813) 348–1630.
SUMMARY:

PO 00000

Frm 00028

Fmt 4703

Sfmt 4703

The
original notice published in the Federal
Register on January 20, 2011 (76 FR
3616). The agenda for the days that the
additional items occur is being
republished. All other information that
was previously published remains
unchanged.
Council
Wednesday, February 9, 2011
4 p.m.–6 p.m.—The Council will
receive public testimony on exempted
fishing permits (EFPs),if any; Final
Action on the Greater Amberjack
Regulatory amendment; and hold an
open public comment period regarding
any fishery issue of concern. People
wishing to speak before the Council
should complete a public comment card
prior to the comment period.
Committees
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further allow for such adjustments and
completion of all items on the agenda,
the meeting may be extended from, or
completed prior to the date/time
established in this notice.
Special Accommodations
These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Trish Kennedy at
the Council (see ADDRESSES) at least 5
working days prior to the meeting.
Dated: January 20, 2011.
Tracey L. Thompson,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 2011–1559 Filed 1–25–11; 8:45 am]
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Mammals; U.S. Navy’s Atlantic Fleet
Active Sonar Training
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Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
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ACTION: Notice of issuance of a Letter of
Authorization; request for comments on
Integrated Comprehensive Management
Program Plan.
AGENCY:

In accordance with the
Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA), as amended, and
implementing regulations, notice is
hereby given that NMFS has issued a
letter of authorization (LOA) to the U.S.
Navy (Navy) to take marine mammals
incidental to Navy training,
maintenance, and research,
development, testing, and evaluation
(RDT&E) activities to be conducted
within the Atlantic Fleet Active Sonar
Training (AFAST) Study Area for the
period of January 22, 2011, through
January 21, 2012. NMFS also provides
notice that the Integrated
Comprehensive Management Program
(ICMP) Plan, which is intended for use
as a planning tool to focus Navy
monitoring priorities pursuant to the
MMPA and Endangered Species Act
(ESA), has been updated for 2010.
NMFS encourages the public to review
this document and provide comments,
information, and suggestions on the
ICMP Plan.
DATES: This authorization is effective
from January 22, 2011, through January
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21, 2012. Comments and information on
the ICMP Plan must be received no later
than February 28, 2011.
ADDRESSES: The LOA and supporting
documentation may be obtained by
writing to P. Michael Payne, Office of
Protected Resources, NMFS, 1315 EastWest Highway, Silver Spring, MD
20910, or by telephoning one of the
contacts listed here. The mailbox
address for providing e-mail comments
on the ICMP Plan is
ITP.Hopper@noaa.gov. Comments sent
via e-mail, including all attachments,
must not exceed a 10-megabyte file size.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jolie
Harrison or Brian D. Hopper, Office of
Protected Resources, NMFS, (301) 713–
2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
101(a)(5)(A) of the MMPA (16 U.S.C.
1361 et seq.) directs NMFS to allow,
upon request, the incidental taking of
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who
engage in a specified activity (other than
commercial fishing), if certain findings
are made by NMFS and regulations are
issued. Under the MMPA, the term
‘‘take’’ means to harass, hunt, capture, or
kill or to attempt to harass, hunt,
capture, or kill marine mammals.
Regulations governing the taking of
marine mammals by the Navy incidental
to AFAST training, maintenance, and
RDT&E became effective on January 22,
2009 (74 FR 4844, January 27, 2009),
and remain in effect through January 22,
2014. The AFAST study area extends
east from the Atlantic Coast of the U.S.
to 45° W. long. and south from the
Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico Coasts to
approximately 23° N. lat., but not
encompassing the Bahamas (see Figure
1–1 in the Navy’s Application). For
detailed information on this action,
please refer to the January 2009 final
rule. These regulations include
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting
requirements and establish a framework
to authorize incidental take through the
issuance of LOAs.
Summary of Request
On August 31, 2010, NMFS received
a request from the Navy for a renewal
of an LOA issued on January 22, 2010,
for the taking of marine mammals
incidental to training and research
activities conducted within the AFAST
Study Area under regulations issued on
January 22, 2009 (74 FR 4844, January
27, 2009). The Navy has complied with
the measures required in 50 CFR
216.244 and 216.245, as well as the
associated 2010 LOA, and submitted the
reports and other documentation
required in the final rule and the 2010
LOA.
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Summary of Activity Under the 2010
LOA
As described in the Navy’s exercise
reports (both classified and
unclassified), in 2010, the training
activities conducted by the Navy were
within the scope and amounts
authorized by the 2010 LOA and the
levels of take remain within the scope
and amounts contemplated by the final
rule. The Navy conducted eight major
anti-submarine warfare strike group
training exercises in 2010, including
one Integrated Anti-Submarine Warfare
Course (IAC II), one Joint Task Force
Exercise (JTFEX), three Composite
Training Unit Exercises (COMPTUEX),
and three Southeastern Anti-Submarine
Warfare Integrated Training Initiative
exercises (SEASWITI).
Planned Activities and Estimated Take
for 2011
In 2011, the Navy expects to conduct
the same type and amount of training
identified in the 2010 LOA. Therefore,
for 2011, NMFS authorizes the same
amount of take that was authorized in
2010.
Summary of Monitoring, Reporting,
and Other Requirements Under the
2010 LOA
Annual Exercise Reports
The Navy submitted their classified
and unclassified 2010 exercise reports
within the required timeframes and the
unclassified report is posted on NMFS’
Web site: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/
permits/incidental.htm. NMFS has
reviewed both reports and they contain
the information required by the 2010
LOA. The reports indicate the amounts
of different types of training that
occurred from August 2, 2009, through
August 1, 2010. As mentioned above,
the Navy conducted 8 major antisubmarine warfare training exercises
addressed in the rule (the rule analyzed
the likely impacts from 39 coordinated
unit level training exercises and 7 strike
group training exercises).
The reports also list specific
information gathered when marine
mammals were detected by Navy
watchstanders, such as how far an
animal was from the vessel, whether
sonar was in use, and whether it was
powered or shut down. This
information indicates that the Navy
implemented the safety zone mitigation
measures as required. No instances of
obvious behavioral disturbance were
reported by the Navy watchstanders in
their 64 marine mammal sightings
totaling 329 animals. Furthermore,
safety zones were adhered to, and
vessels and aircraft applied mitigation
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