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requirement to have a cockpit voice
recorder and a flight data recorder that
records all datalink messages as
required by the certification rule for its
Airbus A320–214 (MSN 4567) airplane.
[FR Doc. 2010–32346 Filed 12–23–10; 8:45 am]
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Agency Information Collection Activity
Under OMB Review
AGENCY:

Federal Transit Administration,

DOT.
ACTION:

Notice of request for comments.

The Federal Transit
Administration invites public comment
about our intention to request the Office
of Management and Budget’s (OMB)
approval to renew the following
information collection:
Metropolitan and Statewide
Transportation Planning. The
information collected for this program is
necessary to identify and evaluate the
transportation issues and needs in each
urbanized area and throughout every
state. The Federal Register notice with
a 60-day comment period soliciting
comments was published on October 13,
2010.
DATES: Comments must be submitted
before January 26, 2011. A comment to
OMB is most effective if OMB receives
it within 30 days of publication.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sylvia L. Marion, Office of
Administration, Office of Management
Planning, (202) 366–6680.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Title: Metropolitan and Statewide
Transportation Planning.
Abstract: The Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) and Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA)
jointly carry out the federal mandate to
improve urban and rural transportation.
49 U.S.C. 5303 and 5304 and 23 U.S.C.
134 and 135 authorize the use of federal
funds to assist Metropolitan Planning
Organizations (MPOs), States, and local
public bodies in developing
transportation plans and programs to
serve the transportation needs of
urbanized areas over 50,000 in
population and other areas of States
outside of urbanized areas. The
information collection activities
involved in developing the Unified
Planning Work Program (UPWP), the
Metropolitan Transportation Plan, the
Statewide Transportation Improvement
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Plan, the Transportation Improvement
Program (TIP), and the Statewide
Transportation Improvement Program
(STIP) are necessary to identify and
evaluate the transportation issues and
needs in each urbanized area and
throughout every state. These products
of the transportation planning process
are essential elements in the reasonable
planning and programming of federally
funded transportation investments.
In addition to serving as management
tools for MPOs and State DOTs, the
UPWP and State Planning and Research
(SP&R) Work Program are used by both
FTA and FHWA to monitor the
transportation planning activities of
those agencies. It is also needed to
establish national out year budgets and
regional program plans, develop policy
on using funds, monitor State and local
compliance with national technical
emphasis areas, respond to
Congressional inquiries, prepare
Congressional testimony, and ensure
efficiency in the use and expenditure of
federal funds by determining that
planning proposals are both reasonable
and cost-effective. 49 U.S.C. 5303 and
23 U.S.C.134(h) require the
development of TIPs for urbanized
areas; STIPs are mandated by 49 U.S.C.
5304 and 23 U.S.C. 235(f) for an entire
State. After approval by the Governor
and MPO, metropolitan TIPs in
attainment areas are to be incorporated
directly into the STIP. For
nonattainment areas, FTA/FHWA must
make a conformity finding on the TIPs
before including them into the STIP.
The complete STIP is then jointly
reviewed and approved or disapproved
by FTA and FHWA. These conformity
findings and approval actions constitute
the determination that States are
complying with the requirements of 23
U.S.C. 235 and 49 U.S.C. 5303 and 5304
as a condition of eligibility for federalaid funding. Without these documents,
approvals and findings, capital and/or
operating assistance cannot be provided.
Estimated Total Annual Burden:
270,756 hours.
ADDRESSES: All written comments must
refer to the docket number that appears
at the top of this document and be
submitted to the Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget, 725—17th
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20503,
Attention: FTA Desk Officer.
Comments are Invited On: Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the Department,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; the accuracy of
the Department’s estimate of the burden
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of the proposed information collection;
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.
Issued On: December 20, 2010.
Ann M. Linnertz,
Associate Administrator for Administration.
[FR Doc. 2010–32335 Filed 12–23–10; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Transit Administration
[FTA Docket No. 2010–0047]

Agency Information Collection Activity
Under OMB Review
AGENCY:

Federal Transit Administration,

DOT.
ACTION:

Notice of request for comments.

The Federal Transit
Administration invites public comment
about our intention to request the Office
of Management and Budget’s (OMB)
approval to renew the following
information collection:
49 U.S.C. Part 611—Major Capital
Investment Projects. The information
collected for this program will be used
is to evaluate proposed New and Small
Starts projects. The Federal Register
notice with a 60-day comment period
soliciting comments was published on
October 13, 2010.
DATES: Comments must be submitted
before January 26, 2011. A comment to
OMB is most effective if OMB receives
it within 30 days of publication.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sylvia L. Marion, Office of
Administration, Office of Management
Planning, (202) 366–6680.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Title: 49 U.S.C. Part 611—Major
Capital Investment Projects
Abstract: On August 10, 2005, the
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for
Users (SAFETEA–LU) was enacted.
Sections 3011(d)(5) and 3011(e)(6) of
SAFETEA–LU require FTA to issue
regulations on the manner in which
candidate projects for major capital
investment grants for new fixed
guideway systems, extensions to
existing fixed guideway systems, or
significant corridor based bus
investments (‘‘New Starts’’ and ‘‘Small
Starts’’) will be evaluated and rated for
purposes of the FTA Capital Investment
Grant program under 49 USC Section
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5309. An Advanced Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (ANPRM) for this
regulation was issued on January 30,
2006, (71 FR 22841). A Notice of
Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) was
issued on August 3, 2007, (72 FR
43328). The NPRM was withdrawn on
February 17, 2009, due to an intervening
statutory change resulting from the
passage of the SAFETEA–LU Technical
Corrections Act in June 2008. Another
ANPRM for the regulation was issued
on June 2, 2010 (75 FR 31383). FTA is
reviewing the comments received on the
ANPRM, and at this time a date for
publication of the NPRM is not known.
FTA has a longstanding requirement to
evaluate proposed projects against a
prescribed set of statutory criteria at
specific points during the projects’
development including when they seek
to enter preliminary engineering, final
design, and a Full Funding Grant
Agreement. In addition, FTA must
report on its evaluations and ratings
annually to Congress. The Surface
Transportation and Uniform Relocation
Assistance Act of 1987 (STURAA)
established in law a set of criteria that
proposed projects had to meet in order
to be eligible for federal funding. The
requirement for summary project ratings
has been in place since 1998. Thus, the
requirements for project evaluation and
data collection for New Starts projects
are not new. One addition included in
SAFETEA–LU is the Small Starts
program. The Small Starts program
enables smaller cost projects with a
smaller requested share of Section 5309
major capital investment funds to
progress through a simplified and
streamlined project evaluation and data
collection process. In general, the
information used by FTA for New and
Small Starts project evaluation and
rating should arise as a part of the
normal planning process.
FTA has been collecting project
evaluation information from project
sponsors under the existing OMB
approval for this program (OMB No.
2132–0561). However, due to
modifications in the project evaluation
criteria and FTA evaluation and rating
procedures for the New Starts program
and the addition of the Small Starts
program, it became apparent that some
information now required might be
beyond the scope of ordinary planning
activities. In particular, SAFETEA–LU
creates additional requirements for
before-and-after data collection as a
condition of obtaining a Full Funding
Grant Agreement (FFGA) or a Project
Construction Grant Agreement (PCGA).
Estimated Total Annual Burden:
37,070 hours.
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All written comments must
refer to the docket number that appears
at the top of this document and be
submitted to the Office of Information
and Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget, 725—17th
Street, NW. Washington, DC 20503,
Attention: FTA Desk Officer.
Comments are Invited On: Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the Department,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; the accuracy of
the Department’s estimate of the burden
of the proposed information collection;
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

ADDRESSES:

Issued On: December 20, 2010.
Ann M. Linnertz,
Associate Administrator for Administration.
[FR Doc. 2010–32336 Filed 12–23–10; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Transit Administration
Intent To Prepare an Environmental
Impact Statement for the Metro Gold
Line Foothill Extension, Azusa to
Montclair in Los Angeles and San
Bernardino Counties, CA
AGENCY:

Federal Transit Administration,

DOT.
Notice of Intent to Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement.

ACTION:

The Federal Transit
Administration (FTA), as the federal
lead agency, and the Metro Gold Line
Foothill Extension Construction
Authority (Construction Authority)
intend to prepare an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) for proposed
transit improvements in the Foothill
Extension Transit Corridor. FTA is the
lead Federal agency with the
Construction Authority as a co-lead
agency for the National Environmental
Policy Act (NEPA) process because the
Construction Authority is seeking
Federal funding for the proposed
project. The proposed project is an
extension of the existing Metro Gold
Line light rail transit line, from Azusa
to Montclair, with proposed stations in
Glendora, San Dimas, La Verne,
Pomona, Claremont and Montclair. The
proposed project will improve mobility
in eastern Los Angeles County and
western San Bernardino County by
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introducing high-frequency transit
service options; enhance the regional
transit network by interconnecting
existing and planned rail and bus transit
lines; provide an alternative mode of
transportation for commuters who
currently use the congested I–210
corridor; improve transit accessibility
for residents and employees who live
and/or work along the corridor; and
encourage a mode shift to transit,
reducing air pollution and greenhouse
gas emissions.
The EIS will be prepared in
accordance with the requirements of
NEPA and its implementing regulations.
Prior to commencement of a Final EIS,
a locally preferred alternative (LPA) will
be identified and adopted by the
Construction Authority Board and
included in the Los Angeles County
Metropolitan Transportation Authority
(LACMTA) Constrained Long Range
Transportation Plan (LRTP). LACMTA
and the Construction Authority do not
currently anticipate applying for 43
U.S.C. 5309 New Starts funding.
The Construction Authority will be
preparing a joint EIS/EIR document to
comply with NEPA and the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The
purpose of this notice is to alert
interested parties regarding the intent to
prepare the EIS, to provide information
on the nature of the proposed project
and possible alternatives, to invite
public participation in the EIS process
(including providing comments on the
scope of the Draft EIS), to announce that
public scoping meetings will be
conducted, and to invite participating
and cooperating agencies.
DATES: Written comments on the scope
of the EIS, including the project’s
purpose and need, the alternatives to be
considered, the impacts to be evaluated,
and the methodologies to be used in the
evaluations should be sent to the
Construction Authority on or before
February 2, 2011 at the address below.
See ADDRESSES below for the address to
which written public comments may be
sent. Public scoping meetings to accept
comments on the scope of the EIS/EIR
will be held on the following dates:
• Wednesday, January 12, 2011; 6 to
8 p.m. at the Ganesha Community
Center, 1575 North White Avenue,
Pomona, CA.
• Thursday, January 13, 2011; 6 to 8
p.m. at the Glendora Teen and Family
Center, 241 West Dawson Street,
Glendora, CA.
• Wednesday, January 19, 2011; 6 to
8 p.m. at the Oakmont Elementary
School, 120 West Green Street,
Claremont, CA.
• Thursday, January 20, 2011; 6 to 8
p.m. at the Ekstrand Elementary School,
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