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experience at the park beyond the
immediate battleground ridge area to
include the routes and approaches used
by Overmountain Victory fighters and
more exhibits and programs in the
woods around the ridge.

DATES: The NPS will notify the public,
by mail, Web site, and other means, of
public review periods and meetings
associated with the Draft GMP/EA. All
public review and other written public
information will be made available
online at http://parkplanning.nps.gov/
parkHome.cfm?parkld=390.

Authority: The authority for publishing
this notice is 40 CFR 1506.6.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Erin
Broadbent, Superintendent, Kings
Mountain National Military Park, 2625
Park Rd., Blacksburg, SC 2970;
telephone, (864) 936—7921, e-mail:
kimo_superintendent@nps.gov.

The responsible official for this Final
EIS is the Regional Director, Southeast
Region, National Park Service, 100
Alabama Street, SW., 1924 Building
Atlanta, Georgia 30303.

Dated: March 18, 2010.
David Vela,

Regional Director, Southeast Region, National
Park Service.

[FR Doc. 2010-7806 Filed 4—6—10; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-70-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management
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L51010000.FX0000. LVRWB092990]

Notice of Availability of the Draft
Environmental Impact Statement/Staff
Assessment for the Solar Millennium’s
Ridgecrest Solar Power Project and
Possible California Desert
Conservation Area Plan Amendment

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of Availability.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act of
1969, as amended (NEPA), and the
Federal Land Policy and Management
Act of 1976, as amended (FLPMA), the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM) and
the California Energy Commission (CEC)
have prepared a Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS), Draft California
Desert Conservation Area (CDCA) Plan
Amendment, and Staff Assessment (SA)
as a joint environmental analysis
document for the Ridgecrest Solar
Power Project (RSPP), Kern County,
California, and by this notice are

announcing the opening of the comment
period.

DATES: To ensure that comments will be
considered, the BLM must receive
written comments on the Draft EIS/SA
within 90 days following the date the
Environmental Protection Agency
publishes its Notice of Availability of
this document in the Federal Register.
The BLM will announce future meetings
or hearings and any other public
involvement activities at least 15 days
in advance through public notices,
media releases, and/or mailings.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
related to the RSPP by any of the
following methods:

o Web site: http://www.energy.ca.gov/
sitingcases/
solar millennium ridgecrest/
index.html.

e E-mail: esolorio@energy.state.ca.us
and carspp@ca.blm.gov.

e Fax:(916) 651-0966

e Mail: Eric Solorio, Project Manager,
Siting, Transmission, and
Environmental Protection Division,
California Energy Commission, 1516
Ninth Street, MS—15, Sacramento,
California 95814.

Copies of the Solar Millennium’s
RSPP Draft EIS/SA are available from
the CEC and the BLM at the above
addresses and in the BLM Ridgecrest
Field Office, 300 South Richmond Road,
Ridgecrest, California 92555, or the
California Desert District Office, 22835
Calle San Juan de los Lagos, Moreno
Valley, California 92553.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Janet Eubanks, BLM Project Manager,
telephone: (951) 6975376, address:
Bureau of Land Management, 22835
Calle San Juan de los Lagos, Moreno
Valley, California 92553; or e-mail
carspp@ca.blm.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Solar
Millennium has submitted to the BLM
an amended application to develop a
dry-cooled, utility-scale solar thermal
electric power generating facility. The
project will have a nominal output of
250 megawatts, consisting of a single
power plant utilizing two solar fields.
The project would be located in
northeastern Kern County, California,
about five miles southwest of
Ridgecrest, California. The proposed
project right-of-way (ROW) would
encompass approximately 3,995 acres of
public lands administered by the BLM.
The total disturbance area would
encompass approximately 1,944 acres.
The dry-cooled project would use solar
parabolic trough technology to generate
electricity. The project also includes the
relocation of two Southern California
Edison electrical transmission lines,

construction of a new 5-mile long water
supply pipeline, and an access road.

The BLM’s purpose and need for the
RSPP is to respond to Solar
Millennium’s application under Title V
of FLPMA (43 U.S.C. 1761) for a ROW
grant to construct, operate, and
decommission a solar thermal facility
on public lands in compliance with
FLPMA, the BLM ROW regulations, and
other applicable Federal laws and
regulations. The BLM will decide
whether to approve, approve with
modification, or deny issuance of a
ROW grant to Solar Millennium for the
proposed RSPP. The BLM will also
amend the CDCA Plan in this NEPA
analysis by designating the project area
as either available or unavailable to
solar energy projects. The CDCA Plan
(1980, as amended), while recognizing
the potential placement of solar
generation facilities on public lands,
requires that all sites proposed for
power generation or transmission not
identified in the plan be considered
through the plan amendment process.

In response to the application
received from Solar Millennium, the
BLM’s proposed action is to authorize
the RSPP and amend the CDCA Plan to
designate the project area as available
for solar energy projects. The project
area would avoid El Paso Wash. In
addition to the proposed action, the
BLM is analyzing the following action
alternatives: An alternative that limits
the project to the Northern Unit to avoid
Mohave Ground Squirrel designated
critical habitat; an alternative that limits
the project to the Southern Unit to avoid
high population densities of desert
tortoise and other resources; and the
original proposed project alternative.
All action alternatives would amend the
CDCA Plan to make the area available to
solar energy development.

In addition to the above, as required
under NEPA, the Draft EIS analyzes a no
action alternative that would not require
a CDCA Plan amendment. The Draft EIS
also analyzes two additional no action
alternatives that reject the project, but
amend the CDCA Plan to either: (1)
Designate the project area as available to
future solar energy power generation
projects; or (2) designate the project area
as unavailable to future solar energy
power generation projects. The BLM
will take into consideration the
provisions of the Energy Policy Act of
2005 and Secretarial Orders 3283
Enhancing Renewable Energy
Development on the Public Lands and
3285 Renewable Energy Development by
the Department of the Interior in
responding to the Solar Millennium
application.
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The BLM will use the NEPA
commenting process to satisfy the
public involvement process of Section
106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act (16 U.S.C. 470f) as
provided for in 36 CFR 800.2(d)(3).
Native American Tribal consultations
are being conducted in accordance with
policy, and Tribal concerns will be
given due consideration, including
impacts on Indian trust assets.

The BLM has entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
with the CEC to conduct a joint
environmental review of solar thermal
projects that are proposed on Federal
land managed by the BLM. The BLM
and CEC have agreed through the MOU
to conduct a joint environmental review
of the project in a single combined
NEPA/California Environmental Quality
Act process and document. The BLM
and CEC have prepared the Draft EIS/SA
evaluating the potential impacts of the
proposed RSPP on air quality, biological
resources, cultural resources, water
resources, geological resources and
hazards, land use, noise, paleontological
resources, public health, socioeconomic
impacts, soils, traffic and transportation,
visual resources, and other resources.

A Notice of Intent to Prepare an EIS/
SA and Proposed Land Use Plan
Amendment for the Proposed Ridgecrest
Solar Power Project in Kern County,
California was published in the Federal
Register on November 23, 2009 (74 FR
61168). The BLM held two public
scoping meetings in Ridgecrest and
Inyokern, California, on January 5 and 6,
2010. The formal scoping period ended
January 21, 2010.

Before including your address, phone
number, e-mail address, or other
personal identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you can ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Thomas Pogacnik,
Deputy State Director.

Authority: 40 CFR 1506.6, 1506.10 and 43
CFR 1610.2.
[FR Doc. 2010-7832 Filed 4-6—10; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4310-40-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
National Park Service

National Park Service Benefits-Sharing
Final Environmental Impact Statement
Record of Decision

AGENCY: National Park Service,
Department of the Interior.

ACTION: Notice of Availability of the
Record of Decision for the Servicewide
Benefits-Sharing Final Environmental
Impact Statement.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, 42
U.S.C. 4332(2)(C), the National Park
Service announces the availability of the
Record of Decision for the Benefits-
Sharing Final Environmental Impact
Statement (FEIS) covering all units of
the National Park System. On March 5,
2010, the Deputy Director of the
National Park Service approved the
Record of Decision for the project. As
soon as practicable, the National Park
Service will begin to implement the
Preferred Alternative contained in the
FEIS issued on November 27, 2009.
Three alternatives were evaluated in the
FEIS, each of which would clarify the
rights and responsibilities of researchers
and NPS management in connection
with the allocation of benefits from
valuable discoveries, inventions, and
other developments that result from
research involving specimens lawfully
collected from units of the National Park
System. The No Action Alternative
allows scientists to use material
originating as National Park Service
research specimens to conduct research
that may lead to commercial products
but without any obligation to share the
benefits with the National Park Service.
Another alternative prohibits scientific
research involving National Park
Service research specimens that is in
any way associated with the
development of commercial products. A
third alternative, the Environmentally
Preferred Alternative, allows the
National Park Service and researchers
who study material associated with a
Scientific Research and Collecting
Permit to enter into benefits-sharing
agreements on a case-by-case basis
before using their research results for
any commercial purpose. This
Environmentally Preferred Alternative
has three considerations regarding the
disclosure of financial information:
Always disclose, never disclose, or
comply with confidentiality laws
regarding disclosure. The Preferred
Alternative implements the benefits-
sharing agreement requirement, while
complying with confidentiality laws

regarding disclosure of royalty rate or
related information.

The Record of Decision includes a
statement of the decision made,
synopses of other alternatives
considered, the basis for the decision, a
description of the environmentally
preferable alternative, a finding of no
impairment of park resources and
values, a listing of measures to
minimize environmental harm, and an
overview of public involvement in the
decision-making process.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Susan Mills, Benefits-Sharing EIS,
Center for Resources, P.O. Box 168,
Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming
82190, (307) 344-2203,
benefitseis@nps.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Copies of
the Record of Decision may be obtained
from the contact listed above; online at
http://parkplanning.nps.gov (select
“Washington Office” from the park
menu and then follow the link for
benefits-sharing); in the office of the
National Park Service Associate Director
for Natural Resource Stewardship and
Science, 1849 C Street, NW.,
Washington, DC; and in the office of the
Superintendent, Yellowstone National
Park, Wyoming.

Dated: March 5, 2010.
Daniel N. Wenk,
Deputy Director, National Park Service.
[FR Doc. 2010-7871 Filed 4—6—10; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Fish and Wildlife Service

[FWS—R7-R—2009-N260; 70133-1265-0000—
S3]

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge,
Fairbanks, AK

AGENCY: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of intent to revise the
comprehensive conservation plan and
prepare an environmental impact
statement; request for comment.

SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (Service), will be
developing a revised comprehensive
conservation plan (CCP) and
environmental impact statement (ELS)
for Arctic National Wildlife Refuge
(NWR, Refuge). The Revised CCP will
establish goals and objectives, review
Refuge rivers for potential
recommendation for Congress for
inclusion within the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System, and review
Refuge lands for potential
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