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Protests will be considered by the 
Commission in determining the 
appropriate action to be taken, but will 
not serve to make protestants parties to 
the proceeding. Any person wishing to 
become a party must file a notice of 
intervention or motion to intervene, as 
appropriate. The Respondent’s answer 
and all interventions, or protests must 
be filed on or before the comment date. 
The Respondent’s answer, motions to 
intervene, and protests must be served 
on the Complainants. 

The Commission encourages 
electronic submission of protests and 
interventions in lieu of paper using the 
‘‘eFiling’’ link at http://www.ferc.gov. 
Persons unable to file electronically 
should submit an original and 14 copies 
of the protest or intervention to the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
888 First Street, NE., Washington, DC 
20426. 

This filing is accessible on-line at 
http://www.ferc.gov, using the 
‘‘eLibrary’’ link and is available for 
review in the Commission’s Public 
Reference Room in Washington, DC. 
There is an ‘‘eSubscription’’ link on the 
Web site that enables subscribers to 
receive e-mail notification when a 
document is added to a subscribed 
docket(s). For assistance with any FERC 
Online service, please e-mail 
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, or call 
(866) 208–3676 (toll free). For TTY, call 
(202) 502–8659. 

Comment Date: 5 p.m. Eastern Time 
on April 6, 2010. 

Kimberly D. Bose, 
Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2010–6985 Filed 3–29–10; 8:45 am] 
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Mahoning Creek Hydroelectric 
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of Environmental Assessment 

March 23, 2010. 
In accordance with the National 

Environmental Policy Act of 1969 and 
the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (Commission) regulations, 
18 CFR Part 380 (Order No. 486, 52 F.R. 
47879), the Office of Energy Projects has 
reviewed the application for an original 
license for the Mahoning Creek 
Hydroelectric Project, to be located on 
Mahoning Creek in Armstrong County, 
Pennsylvania, and prepared an 
environmental assessment (EA). In the 

EA, Commission staff analyze the 
potential environmental effects of 
licensing the project and conclude that 
issuing a license for the project, with 
appropriate environmental measures, 
would not constitute a major federal 
action significantly affecting the quality 
of the human environment. 

Because the Commission’s 
headquarters was closed from February 
8 to 11, 2010, due to severe weather, 
staff was delayed in preparing the EA. 
Therefore, we are waiving § 5.22 of the 
Commission’s regulations which 
updated the schedule for EA issuance to 
March 1, 2010, as the target date for EA 
issuance. 

A copy of the EA is on file with the 
Commission and is available for public 
inspection. The EA may also be viewed 
on the Commission’s Web site at 
http://www.ferc.gov using the ‘‘eLibrary’’ 
link. Enter the docket number excluding 
the last three digits in the docket 
number field to access the document. 
For assistance, contact FERC Online 
Support at 
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov or toll- 
free at 1–866–208–3676, or for TTY, 
(202) 502–8659. You may also register 
online at http://www.ferc.gov/docs- 
filing/esubscription.asp to be notified 
via e-mail of new filings and issuances 
related to this or other pending projects. 
For assistance, contact FERC Online 
Support. 

Any comments should be filed within 
30 days from the issuance date of this 
notice, and should be addressed to the 
Secretary, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, 888 First Street, NE., 
Room 1–A, Washington, DC 20426. 
Please affix ‘‘Mahoning Creek Project 
No. 12555–004’’ to all comments. 
Comments may be filed electronically 
via Internet in lieu of paper. 

The Commission strongly encourages 
electronic filings. See 18 CFR 
385.2001(a)(1)(iii) and the instructions 
on the Commission’s Web site under the 
‘‘eFiling’’ link. For further information, 
contact Kristen Murphy at (202) 502– 
6236. 

Kimberly D. Bose, 
Secretary. 
[FR Doc. 2010–6981 Filed 3–29–10; 8:45 am] 
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Notice of Intent To Prepare an 
Environmental Assessment for the 
Planned Line 1278—Line K Expansion 
Project and Request for Comments on 
Environmental Issues 

March 23, 2010. 
The staff of the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission (FERC or 
Commission) will prepare an 
environmental assessment (EA) that will 
discuss the environmental impacts of 
the Line 1278–Line K Project involving 
construction and operation of facilities 
by Columbia Gas Transmission LLC’s 
(Columbia) in Pike County, 
Pennsylvania and Orange County, New 
York. This EA will be used by the 
Commission in its decision-making 
process to determine whether the 
project is in the public convenience and 
necessity. 

This notice announces the opening of 
the scoping process the Commission 
will use to gather input from the public 
and interested agencies on the project. 
Your input will help the Commission 
staff determine what issues need to be 
evaluated in the EA. Please note that the 
scoping period will close on April 23, 
2010. 

This notice is being sent to the 
Commission’s current environmental 
mailing list for this project, which 
includes affected landowners; federal, 
state, and local government 
representatives and agencies; elected 
officials; environmental and public 
interest groups; Native American Tribes; 
other interested parties; and local 
libraries and newspapers. State and 
local government representatives are 
asked to notify their constituents of this 
planned project and encourage them to 
comment on their areas of concern. 

If you are a landowner receiving this 
notice, you may be contacted by a 
pipeline company representative about 
the acquisition of an easement to 
construct, operate, and maintain the 
planned facilities. The company would 
seek to negotiate a mutually acceptable 
agreement. However, if the project is 
approved by the Commission, that 
approval conveys with it the right of 
eminent domain. Therefore, if easement 
negotiations fail to produce an 
agreement, the pipeline company could 
initiate condemnation proceedings in 
accordance with state law. 

A fact sheet prepared by the FERC 
entitled ‘‘An Interstate Natural Gas 
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