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Dated: December 14, 2009.
Ann Bartuska,
Deputy Chief, Research & Development.
[FR Doc. E9-30105 Filed 12—17-09; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3410-11-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

[Docket No. APHIS-2009-0089]

Notice of Request for Extension of
Approval of an Information Collection;
Imported Seed and Screenings

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.

ACTION: Extension of approval of an
information collection; comment
request.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this
notice announces the Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service’s intention to
request an extension of approval of an
information collection associated with
regulations for importation of seed and
screenings.

DATES: We will consider all comments
that we receive on or before February
18, 2010.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by either of the following methods:

® Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
(http://www.regulations.gov/
fdmspublic/component/main?main=
DocketDetail&d=APHIS-2009-0089) to
submit or view comments and to view
supporting and related materials
available electronically.

® Postal Mail/Commercial Delivery:
Please send two copies of your comment
to Docket No. APHIS-2009-0089,
Regulatory Analysis and Development,
PPD, APHIS, Station 3A-03.8, 4700
River Road Unit 118, Riverdale, MD
20737-1238. Please state that your
comment refers to Docket No. APHIS-
2009-0089.

Reading Room: You may read any
comments that we receive on this
docket in our reading room. The reading
room is located in room 1141 of the
USDA South Building, 14th Street and
Independence Avenue SW.,
Washington, DC. Normal reading room
hours are 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except holidays. To be
sure someone is there to help you,
please call (202) 690-2817 before
coming.

Other Information: Additional
information about APHIS and its
programs is available on the Internet at
(http://www.aphis.usda.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information on regulations for the
importation of seed and screenings,
contact Mr. Rodney Young, Botanist,
Plant Protection and Quarantine, Seed
Examination Facility, Bldg. 580, BARC-
E, Beltsville, MD 20705; (301) 504-8605;
ext. 254. For copies of more detailed
information on the information
collection, contact Mrs. Celeste Sickles,
APHIS’ Information Collection
Coordinator, at (301) 851-2908.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Imported Seed and Screenings.

OMB Number: 0579-0124.

Type of Request: Extension of
approval of an information collection.

Abstract: Under the authority of the
Federal Seed Act (FSA) of 1939, as

amended (7 U.S.C. 1551 et seq.), the U.S.

Department of Agriculture (USDA)
regulates the importation and interstate
movement of certain agricultural and
vegetable seeds and screenings. Title III
of the FSA, “Foreign Commerce,”
requires shipments of imported
agricultural and vegetable seeds to be
labeled correctly and to be tested for the
presence of the seeds of certain noxious
weeds as a condition of entry into the
United States. The Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service’s regulations
implementing the provisions of title III
of the FSA are found in 7 CFR part 361.

The regulations involve the use of
information collection activities,
including declaration of importation,
container labeling, notification of seed
location, a seed return request, seed
analysis certificates (PPQ Form 925), a
compliance agreement (PPQ Form 519),
seed identity maintenance, and
associated recordkeeping.

We are asking the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) to
approve our use of these information
collection activities for an additional 3
years.

The purpose of this notice is to solicit
comments from the public (as well as
affected agencies) concerning our
information collection. These comments
will help us:

(1) Evaluate whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of our
estimate of the burden of the collection
of information, including the validity of
the methodology and assumptions used;

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

(4) Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, through use, as

appropriate, of automated, electronic,
mechanical, and other collection
technologies; e.g., permitting electronic
submission of responses.

Estimate of burden: The public
reporting burden for this collection of
information is estimated to average
0.3553743 hours per response.

Respondents: Importers of seed and
screenings, seed cleaning/processing
facility personnel, officials of the
Canadian Food Inspection Agency
(CFIA), and private seed laboratories
accredited by CFIA.

Estimated annual number of
respondents: 1,168.

Estimated annual number of
responses per respondent: 23.099315.

Estimated annual number of
responses: 26,980.

Estimated total annual burden on
respondents: 9,588 hours. (Due to
averaging, the total annual burden hours
may not equal the product of the annual
number of responses multiplied by the
reporting burden per response.)

All responses to this notice will be
summarized and included in the request
for OMB approval. All comments will
also become a matter of public record.

Done in Washington, DC, this 11th day
of December 2009.

Kevin Shea

Acting Administrator, Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service.

[FR Doc. E9—30127 Filed 12—17-09; 7:49 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-34-S

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Notice of Intent To Prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement,
Fernow Experimental Forest, Tucker
County, WV

AGENCY: Department of Agriculture,
Forest Service

ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement,
Fernow Experimental Forest, Tucker
County, WV.

SUMMARY: The USDA Forest Service will
prepare an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) to document the
analysis and disclose environmental
impacts of proposed actions to continue
long-term research on the Fernow
Experimental Forest, and to manage the
Fernow Experimental Forest for long-
term ecological research. The purpose of
the proposed research is to evaluate the
effectiveness of silvicultural tools that
include harvesting, herbicide control of
vegetation, fertilization and prescribed
burning on central Appalachian forests,
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to better understand ecological
dynamics within these forest
ecosystems, and to develop management
tools, practices and guidelines for
central Appalachian hardwood forests.

The 4,700-acre Fernow Experimental
Forest is situated within the boundary
of the Monongahela National Forest in
Tucker County, West Virginia and is
managed by the Northern Research
Station of the USDA Forest Service.
These proposed research activities are
in compliance with the Monongahela
2006 Revised Forest Plan, which
provides overall guidance for
management of the area, including
direction for management of the Fernow
Experimental Forest, and with planning
documents of the Northern Research
Station and Fernow Experimental
Forest.

Public Involvement: The public is
invited to comment on the Proposed
Action during the analysis process. In
order to best use your comments, please
submit them in writing within 30 days
of this announcement. Additional
information is available on the Web at
http://nrs.fs.fed.us/ef/locations/wv/
fernow/EIS. Comments may also be
submitted electronically at the above
Web address.

DATES: Comments concerning the scope
of the analysis must be received no later
than January 19, 2010. The draft EIS is
expected to be filed with the
Environmental Protection Agency and
available for public review in March
2010. The comment period on the draft
EIS will be 45 days from the date the
Environmental Protection Agency
publishes the notice of availability of
the draft EIS in the Federal Register.
The final EIS is expected in June 2010.

ADDRESSES: Send written comments to
USDA Forest Service, Timber and
Watershed Laboratory, Attn: Fernow
EIS, P.O. Box 404, Parsons, WV 26287.
Comments may also be submitted on-
line at http://nrs.fs.fed.us/ef/locations/
wv/fernow/EIS or via facsimile to 304—
478-8692.

It is important that reviewers provide
their comments at such times and in
such a way that they are useful to the
Agency’s preparation of the EIS.
Therefore, comments should be
provided prior to the close of the
comment period and should clearly
articulate the reviewer’s concerns and
contentions.

Comments received in response to
this solicitation, including names and
addresses of those who comment, will
be part of the public record for this
proposed action. Comments submitted
anonymously will be accepted and
considered, however.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Beth Adams, Project Leader,
USDA Forest Service, Northern
Research Station, P.O. Box 404, Parsons,
WYV 26287; (304) 478—2000;
mbadams@fs.fed.us.

Individuals who use
telecommunication devices for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877—-8339
between 8 a.m. and 8 p.m., Eastern
Time, Monday through Friday.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Purpose and Need for Action

Sound management of Appalachian
hardwood forests is important for
maintaining the productivity and
diversity of these woodlands, and to
sustain their value for the many owners
and users of forest land throughout the
Appalachians. To achieve these goals,
management guidelines based on sound
scientific research are needed. Often it
is necessary that this research be long-
term in scope and duration to
adequately describe long-lived forests.
Accordingly, to meet these information
needs, the purpose of the proposed
actions is to (1) conduct research on the
effects of various silvicultural practices
on forest productivity, species
composition and diversity, wildlife
populations and ecosystems processes,
and (2) manage the Fernow
Experimental Forest for long-term
ecosystem research.

Proposed Action

The proposed action involves using
the following silvicultural treatments in
on-going research studies: Diameter-
limiting cutting treatment on 94 acres,
single-tree selection on 121 acres,
financial maturity harvesting on 214
acres, 93 acres of small clearcuts, group
selection on 31 acres, and prescribed
fire on 562 acres. Other treatments
include fertilization of about 101 acres
using ammonium sulfate fertilizer,
herbicide treatment of selected trees and
invasive exotic plants, and maintenance
of roads and other infrastructure.

Responsible Official

The responsible official is the Project
Leader of NRS—-01, USDA Forest
Service, Northern Research Station, P.O.
Box 404, Parsons, WV 26287.

Nature of Decision To Be Made

The decision to be made is whether or
not to conduct research and
management activities, including
harvest, prescribed fire, fertilization,
and herbicide treatments, on
approximately 1,227 acres of the
Fernow Experimental Forest during a 5-
year period, to meet the purpose and

need for action through some other
combination of activities, or to take no
action at this time.

Scoping Process

This notice of intent initiates the
scoping process, which guides the
development of the environmental
impact statement. The Forest Service is
soliciting comments from Federal, State
and local agencies and other individuals
or organizations that may be interested
in or affected by the proposed research
activities, by contacting persons and
organizations on the Fernow’s mailing
list and publishing a notice in the local
newspaper. No scoping meetings are
planned at this time. The present
solicitation is for comments on this
Notice of Intent and scoping materials.
Comments from the public and other
agencies will be used in preparation of
the draft EIS. The scoping process will
be used to identify questions and issues
regarding the proposed action. An issue
is defined as a point of dispute, debate,
or disagreement related to a specific
proposed action based on its anticipated
effects. Significant issues brought to our
attention are used during an
environmental analysis to develop
alternatives to the proposed action.

It is important that reviewers provide
their comments at such times and in
such manner that they are useful to the
agency’s preparation of the
environmental impact statement.
Therefore, comments should be
provided prior to the close of the
comment period and should clearly
articulate the reviewer’s concerns and
contentions.

Dated: December 11, 2009.
Mary Beth Adams,
Project Leader, NRS-01.
[FR Doc. E9-30057 Filed 12—-17-09; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3410-11-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

National Forest System Land
Management Planning
AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an
environmental impact statement.

SUMMARY: The Forest Service, U.S.
Department of Agriculture, is giving
notice of its intent to prepare an
environmental impact statement to
analyze and disclose potential
environmental consequences associated
with a National Forest System land
management planning rule.
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