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DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

Combined Notice of Filings 

November 23, 2009. 

Take notice that the Commission has 
received the following Natural Gas 
Pipeline Rate and Refund Report filings: 

Docket Numbers: RP09–1051–001. 
Applicants: Texas Gas Transmission, 

LLC. 
Description: Texas Gas Transmission, 

LLC explanation of non-conforming 
nature of agreement. 

Filed Date: 11/16/2009. 
Accession Number: 20091116–5144. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. Eastern Time 

on Monday, November 30, 2009. 
Docket Numbers: RP09–548–002. 
Applicants: Texas Gas Transmission, 

LLC. 
Description: Texas Gas Transmission, 

LLC submits Substitute Original Sheet 
No 3705 et al.. to FERC Gas Tariff, Third 
Revised Volume No. 1. 

Filed Date: 11/12/2009. 
Accession Number: 20091116–0242. 
Comment Date: 5 p.m. Eastern Time 

on Wednesday, November 25, 2009. 
Any person desiring to protest this 

filing must file in accordance with Rule 
211 of the Commission’s Rules of 
Practice and Procedure (18 CFR 
385.211). Protests to this filing will be 
considered by the Commission in 
determining the appropriate action to be 
taken, but will not serve to make 
protestants parties to the proceeding. 
Such protests must be filed on or before 
5 p.m. Eastern time on the specified 
comment date. Anyone filing a protest 
must serve a copy of that document on 
all the parties to the proceeding. 

The Commission encourages 
electronic submission of protests in lieu 
of paper using the ‘‘eFiling’’ link at 
http://www.ferc.gov. Persons unable to 
file electronically should submit an 
original and 14 copies of the protest to 
the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, 888 First Street, NE., 
Washington, DC 20426. 

This filing is accessible online at 
http://www.ferc.gov, using the 
‘‘eLibrary’’ link and is available for 
review in the Commission’s Public 
Reference Room in Washington, DC. 
There is an ‘‘eSubscription’’ link on the 
Web site that enables subscribers to 
receive e-mail notification when a 
document is added to a subscribed 
docket(s). For assistance with any FERC 
Online service, please e-mail 
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, or call 

(866) 208–3676 (toll free). For TTY, call 
(202) 502–8659. 

Nathaniel J. Davis, Sr., 
Secretary. 
[FR Doc. E9–28398 Filed 11–25–09; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6717–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

[Docket No. EL05–146–011] 

Independent Energy Producers 
Association v. California Independent 
System Operator Corporation; Notice 
of Compliance Filing 

November 18, 2009. 
Take notice that on November 16, 

2009, Calpine Corporation filed a 
compliance refund report pursuant to 
the Commission’s order issued on 
August 18, 2009, 128 FERC ¶ 61,165 
(2009) (Order on Remand). 

Any person desiring to intervene or to 
protest this filing must file in 
accordance with Rules 211 and 214 of 
the Commission’s Rules of Practice and 
Procedure (18 CFR 385.211, 385.214). 
Protests will be considered by the 
Commission in determining the 
appropriate action to be taken, but will 
not serve to make protestants parties to 
the proceeding. Any person wishing to 
become a party must file a notice of 
intervention or motion to intervene, as 
appropriate. Such notices, motions, or 
protests must be filed on or before the 
comment date. Anyone filing a motion 
to intervene or protest must serve a copy 
of that document on the Applicant and 
all the parties in this proceeding. 

The Commission encourages 
electronic submission of protests and 
interventions in lieu of paper using the 
‘‘eFiling’’ link at http://www.ferc.gov. 
Persons unable to file electronically 
should submit an original and 14 copies 
of the protest or intervention to the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
888 First Street, NE., Washington, DC 
20426. 

This filing is accessible online at 
http://www.ferc.gov, using the 
‘‘eLibrary’’ link and is available for 
review in the Commission’s Public 
Reference Room in Washington, DC. 
There is an ‘‘eSubscription’’ link on the 
Web site that enables subscribers to 
receive e-mail notification when a 
document is added to a subscribed 
docket(s). For assistance with any FERC 
Online service, please e-mail 
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, or call 
(866) 208–3676 (toll free). For TTY, call 
(202) 502–8659. 

Comment Date: 5 p.m. Eastern Time 
on December 7, 2009. 

Kimberly D. Bose, 
Secretary. 
[FR Doc. E9–28347 Filed 11–25–09; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Western Area Power Administration 

Interconnection of the Buffalo Ridge III 
Wind Project, Brookings and Deuel 
Counties, SD 

AGENCY: Western Area Power 
Administration, DOE. 
ACTION: Notice of Intent To Prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement and 
Conduct Scoping Meetings; Notice of 
Potential Floodplain and Wetlands 
Involvement. 

SUMMARY: The Western Area Power 
Administration (Western), an agency of 
the DOE, intends to prepare an 
environmental impact statement (EIS) 
on the proposed interconnection of the 
Buffalo Ridge III Wind Project (Project) 
in Brookings and Deuel counties, near 
the cities of White and Toronto, South 
Dakota. Heartland Wind, LLC 
(Heartland), a wholly owned subsidiary 
of Iberdrola Renewables, Inc., has 
applied to Western to interconnect their 
proposed Project to Western’s power 
transmission system. Western is issuing 
this notice to inform the public and 
interested parties about Western’s intent 
to prepare an EIS, conduct a public 
scoping process, and invite the public to 
comment on the scope, proposed action, 
alternatives, and other issues to be 
addressed in the EIS. 

This EIS will address Western’s 
Federal action of interconnecting the 
proposed Project to Western’s 
transmission system and making any 
necessary modification to Western 
facilities to accommodate the 
interconnection. The EIS will also 
include a review of the potential 
environmental impacts of Heartland 
constructing, operating, and 
maintaining a 170-megawatt (MW) wind 
power generating facility, consisting of 
wind turbine generators, access roads, 
an electrical collection system, a 
collection substation, permanent 
meteorological tower(s), a sonic 
detection and ranging (SODAR) unit, an 
operations and maintenance building 
and yard, a transmission line, temporary 
laydown areas, and other ancillary 
facilities. 
DATES: The public scoping period begins 
with the publication of this notice and 
closes on December 31, 2009. A public 
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1 On October 4, 1999, DOE’s Assistant Secretary 
for Environmental, Safety and Health delegated to 
Western’s Administrator the authority to approve 
EISs for integrating transmission facilities with 
Western’s transmission grid. 

scoping meeting will be held on 
December 16, 2009. 
ADDRESSES: A public scoping meeting 
will be held at the Clear Lake 
Community Center, 216 Third Avenue, 
South, Clear Lake, SD 57226. Written 
comments on the scope of the EIS 
should be addressed to Mr. Rod 
O’Sullivan, Document Manager, 
Western Area Power Administration, 
P.O. Box 35800, 2900 4th Avenue, 
North, Billings, MT 59107, fax (406) 
247–7408 or e-mail 
BuffaloRidge3EIS@wapa.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Rod O’Sullivan, Document Manager, 
Western Area Power Administration, 
P.O. Box 35800, 2900 4th Avenue, 
North, Billings, MT 59107, telephone 
(406) 247–7492, or e-mail 
BuffaloRidge3EIS@wapa.gov. For 
general information on DOE’s NEPA 
review procedures or status of a NEPA 
review, contact Ms. Carol M. Borgstrom, 
Director of NEPA Policy and 
Compliance, GC–20, U.S. Department of 
Energy, 1000 Independence Avenue, 
SW., Washington, DC 20585, telephone 
(202) 586–4600 or (800) 472–2756. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Western, 
an agency within DOE, markets Federal 
hydroelectric power to preference 
customers, as specified by law. These 
customers include municipalities, 
cooperatives, irrigation districts, Federal 
and State agencies, and Native 
American tribes. Western’s service 
territory covers 15 western states, 
including South Dakota. Western owns 
and operates more than 17,000 miles of 
high-voltage transmission lines. 
Heartland has applied to Western to 
interconnect the proposed Project to 
Western’s transmission system. The 
interconnection would be facilitated 
with a 15 to 20-mile, 115-kilovolt (kV), 
above-ground transmission line, 
running from the proposed Project 
substation to Western’s White 
Substation. Western offers capacity to 
deliver electricity on its transmission 
system, when such capacity is available, 
under Western’s Open Access 
Transmission Service Tariff. 

The proposed Project is subject to 
State and local approvals prior to 
Project construction. These approvals 
include an Energy Facility and 
Transmission Siting Permit from the 
South Dakota Public Utilities 
Commission and a Wind Energy System 
Permit from Deuel County. 

Project Description 
Heartland proposes to construct a 

170–MW wind energy project, in 
Brookings and Deuel counties in eastern 
South Dakota. The Project area would 

occupy about 30 square miles. The 
proposed wind turbines would be 
located predominantly around and to 
the north of the city of Toronto, South 
Dakota. The majority of the project area 
lies within Blom and Scandinavia 
townships in Deuel County, with 
smaller portions of the project extending 
through Argo, Oak Lake, Sherman, and 
Richland townships in Brookings 
County. 

Heartland proposes to build up to 113 
wind turbines. Permanent disturbance 
for each turbine would be 0.5 to 1.0 
acres. Heartland is considering a variety 
of turbine types, with capacities ranging 
from 1.5 to 2.4 MW. Each wind turbine 
generator would be mounted on a single 
steel tower 262 to 328 feet high. Turbine 
blades would be 128 to 156 feet long, for 
a total height, at the blade’s highest 
point, of 390 to 484 feet. 

Approximately 40 to 50 miles of 
aboveground and underground, 
electrical collector cable would be 
required to carry generated power from 
each turbine to a single project 
collection substation. The underground 
collector cables would be buried to a 
depth that would not interfere with 
farming operations. The collection 
substation would occupy about 5 to 10 
acres of land. 

Heartland proposes to add a second 
circuit, about 15 miles long, to their 
115-kV Buffalo Ridge Transmission 
Line. Additionally, they propose to 
build about 5 miles of new 115-kV 
transmission line from the collection 
substation to the northern point of the 
Buffalo Ridge Transmission Line and 
the southern point of the same line to 
Western’s White Substation. 

Heartland proposes to build about 25 
to 35 miles of new roads and upgrade 
20 to 40 miles of existing roads for 
construction and maintenance access to 
all turbines and Project facilities. Other 
facilities would include one or more 
permanent meteorological towers, a 
SODAR unit, and an operations and 
maintenance building. 

Heartland would site wind turbine 
generators and supporting infrastructure 
to optimize wind and land resources in 
the area while minimizing 
environmental impacts to the extent 
practicable. The proposed Project would 
be located on privately-owned lands, 
consisting of mostly rural cropland and 
some grazing land. Heartland would 
comply with local zoning requirements, 
including setbacks from residences, 
roads, and existing transmission and 
distribution lines. Heartland proposes to 
begin construction as early as fall 2010. 
The life of the project is anticipated to 
be a minimum of 20 years. 

Agency Proposed Action and 
Alternatives 

Western’s proposed action is to 
interconnect the proposed Project to the 
Federal transmission system at its White 
substation. Western will also consider 
the no-action alternative in the EIS. 
Under the no-action alternative, 
Western would not interconnect the 
proposed Project. If additional 
alternatives are identified, they will be 
analyzed in the EIS. 

Agency Responsibilities 

Because interconnection of the 
proposed Project would incorporate a 
major new generation resource into 
Western’s power transmission system, 
Western has determined that an EIS is 
required under DOE NEPA 
implementing procedures, 10 CFR part 
1021, Subpart D, Appendix D, class of 
action D6.1 Western is the lead Federal 
agency for preparing the EIS, as defined 
at 40 CFR 1501.5. Western invites other 
Federal, State, local, and tribal agencies 
with jurisdiction by law or special 
expertise with respect to environmental 
issues to be cooperating agencies on the 
EIS, as defined at 40 CFR 1501.6. Such 
agencies may also make a request to 
Western to be a cooperating agency by 
contacting Mr. O’Sullivan at the address 
listed above in the ADDRESSES section. 

Western’s proposed action may affect 
floodplains or wetlands. This notice 
also serves as notice of proposed 
floodplain or wetland action, in 
accordance with 10 CFR part 1022. 

Environmental Issues 

This notice is to inform agencies and 
the public of Western’s intent to prepare 
an EIS and solicit comments and 
suggestions for consideration in the EIS. 
To help the public frame its comments, 
the following list contains potential 
environmental issues preliminarily 
identified for analysis in the EIS: 

1. Impacts on protected, threatened, 
endangered, or sensitive species of 
animals or plants. 

2. Impacts on migratory birds. 
3. Impacts from noxious weeds, 

invasive and non-native species. 
4. Impacts on recreation and 

transportation. 
5. Impacts on land use and farmland. 
6. Impacts on cultural or historic 

resources and tribal values. 
7. Impacts on human health and 

safety. 
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1 The appendices referenced in this notice are not 
being printed in the Federal Register. Copies of 
appendices were sent to all those receiving this 
notice in the mail and are available at http:// 
www.ferc.gov using the link called ‘‘eLibrary’’ or 
from the Commission’s Public Reference Room, 888 
First Street, NE., Washington, DC 20426, or call 
(202) 502–8371. For instructions on connecting to 
eLibrary, refer to the last page of this notice. 

8. Impacts on air, soil, and water 
resources (including air quality and 
surface water impacts). 

9. Visual impacts. 
10. Socio-economic impacts and 

disproportionately high and adverse 
impacts to minority and low-income 
populations. 

This list is not intended to be all- 
inclusive or to imply any 
predetermination of impacts. Western 
invites interested parties to suggest 
specific issues within these general 
categories, or other issues not included 
above, to be considered in the EIS. 

Public Participation 

The EIS process includes a public 
scoping period; public review and 
hearing on the draft EIS; publication of 
a final EIS; and publication of a record 
of decision (ROD). The public scoping 
period begins with publication of this 
notice and closes December 31, 2009. At 
the conclusion of the NEPA process, 
Western would prepare a ROD. Persons 
interested in receiving future notices, 
Project information, copies of the EIS, 
and other information on the NEPA 
review process should contact Mr. 
O’Sullivan at the address listed above in 
the ADDRESSES section. 

Western will hold a public scoping 
meeting on December 16, 2009, at the 
Clear Lake Community Center, 216 
Third Avenue, South, Clear Lake, SD. 
The meeting is scheduled for 6 to 8 p.m. 
with a short presentation followed by an 
open-house meeting, during which 
attendees are invited to speak one-on- 
one with agency and Project 
representatives. Attendees are welcome 
to come and go at their convenience 
throughout the meeting. If inclement 
weather prohibits the scoping meeting, 
an alternate meeting date and location 
will be publicized locally. 

The purpose of the scoping meeting is 
to provide information about the 
proposed Project, review Project maps, 
answer questions, and take written 
comments from interested parties. All 
meeting locations are handicapped- 
accessible. Anyone needing special 
accommodations should contact Mr. 
O’Sullivan to make arrangements. 

The public will have the opportunity 
to provide written comments at the 
public scoping meetings. Written 
comments may also be sent to Mr. 
O’Sullivan by fax, U.S. Postal Service 
mail, or e-mail. To help define the scope 
of the EIS, comments should be received 
by Western no later than December 31, 
2009. 

Dated November 17, 2009. 
Timothy J. Meeks, 
Administrator. 
[FR Doc. E9–28409 Filed 11–25–09; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6450–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

[Docket No. PF09–14–000] 

Turtle Bayou Gas Storage Company, 
LLC; Notice of Intent To Prepare an 
Environmental Assessment for the 
Planned Turtle Bayou Natural Gas 
Storage Project, and Request for 
Comments on Environmental Issues 

November 20, 2009. 
The staff of the Federal Energy 

Regulatory Commission (FERC or 
Commission) will prepare an 
environmental assessment (EA) that will 
discuss the environmental impacts of 
the Turtle Bayou Natural Gas Storage 
Project involving construction and 
operation of facilities by Turtle Bayou 
Gas Storage Company, LLC (Turtle 
Bayou) in Liberty County, Texas. The 
EA will be used by the Commission in 
its decision-making process to 
determine whether the project is in the 
public convenience and necessity. 

This notice announces the opening of 
the scoping process the Commission 
staff will use to gather input from the 
public and interested agencies on the 
project. Your input will help the 
Commission staff determine what issues 
need to be evaluated in the EA. Please 
note that the scoping period will close 
on December 21, 2009. 

This notice is being sent to the 
Commission’s current environmental 
mailing list for this project, which 
includes affected landowners; Federal, 
State, and local government 
representatives and agencies; elected 
officials; environmental and public 
interest groups; Native American Tribes; 
other interested parties; and local 
libraries and newspapers. State and 
local government representatives are 
asked to notify their constituents of this 
planned project and encourage them to 
comment on their areas of concern. 

If you are a landowner receiving this 
notice, you may be contacted by a 
pipeline company representative about 
the acquisition of an easement to 
construct, operate, and maintain the 
planned facilities. The company would 
seek to negotiate a mutually acceptable 
agreement. However, if the project is 
approved by the Commission, that 
approval conveys with it the right of 
eminent domain. Therefore, if easement 

negotiations fail to produce an 
agreement, the pipeline company could 
initiate condemnation proceedings in 
accordance with State law. 

A fact sheet prepared by the FERC 
entitled ‘‘An Interstate Natural Gas 
Facility On My Land? What Do I Need 
To Know?’’ is available for viewing on 
the FERC Web site (http:// 
www.ferc.gov). This fact sheet addresses 
a number of typically asked questions, 
including the use of eminent domain 
and how to participate in the 
Commission’s proceedings. 

Summary of the Planned Project 
Turtle Bayou plans to construct and 

operate a new natural gas storage facility 
in a solution-mined salt dome in Liberty 
County, Texas. The Turtle Bayou 
Natural Gas Storage Project would 
provide about 12.0 billion cubic feet of 
working gas storage and would be 
integrated into the regional gas 
transmission system through 
interconnects with existing and planned 
interstate pipelines. According to Turtle 
Bayou, its project would store natural 
gas from Gulf Coast producers, liquefied 
natural gas import terminals, and new 
gas pipeline projects through 
interconnects with Natural Gas Pipeline 
Company of America (NGPA) and Texas 
Eastern Transmission Company (Texas 
Eastern). The planned storage facility 
would provide needed deliverability to 
end users in the eastern United States. 
Additionally, Turtle Bayou’s planned 
project would provide its customers 
with flexibility to contract for varying 
levels of deliverability by 
interconnecting with other pipeline 
systems throughout the region. 

The Turtle Bayou Natural Gas Storage 
Project would consist of the following 
facilities: 

• Two salt storage caverns, wells, and 
well pads; 

• A 17,000-horsepower compressor 
station; 

• Two meter stations and tie-in 
facilities (one for NGPA and one for 
Texas Eastern); 

• Two sections of 24-inch-diameter 
natural gas pipeline totaling about 13 
miles (8 and 5 miles); and 

• Three sections of 18-inch-diameter 
water and brine pipeline totaling about 
1.8 miles (1.6, 0.1, and 0.1 miles). 

The general location of the project 
facilities is shown in appendix 1.1 
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