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was originally required only for
transportation by vessel. However, the
absence of this information for other
transport modes posed problems with
regard to compliance with segregation,
separation, and placarding
requirements, resulting in a reduced
level of safety. For example, if a motor
vehicle were transporting a material
with a subsidiary hazard that
necessitates special handling
procedures or additional regulatory
requirements, the lack of information on
the subsidiary hazard could result in
improper loading or handling by
transport workers or inadequate or
ineffective emergency response in an
accident. Therefore, the HMR require
the subsidiary hazard class or subsidiary
division number(s) to be entered on the
shipping paper. Shipping papers must
also include an indication of the
number and type of packagings to be
indicated on the shipping paper.

Shipping papers serve as a principal
means of identifying hazardous
materials during transportation
emergencies. Firefighters, police, and
other emergency response personnel are
trained to refer to the shipping papers
when responding to hazardous materials
transportation emergencies. The
availability of accurate information
concerning the hazardous materials
being transported significantly improves
response efforts in these types of
emergencies. The additional
information on subsidiary hazards and
the number and types of packagings
being transported aids emergency
responders by more clearly identifying
the hazard that must be addressed.

Affected Public: Shippers and carriers
of hazardous materials in commerce.
Recordkeeping:
Number of Respondents: 250,000.
Total Annual Responses: 6,337,500.
Total Annual Burden Hours:
17,604.
Frequency of collection: On
occasion.
Issued in Washington, DC on Monday, May
4, 2009.
Edward T. Mazzullo,

Director, Office of Hazardous Materials
Standards.

[FR Doc. E9—10684 Filed 5—-7—09; 8:45 am]
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Co-Lead Agencies: Surface
Transportation Board and Washington
State Department of Transportation.
ACTION: Notice of Availability of Final
Environmental Assessment.

SUMMARY: By petition filed on August
28, 2008, the Port of Moses Lake (Port)
seeks an exemption under 49 U.S.C.
10502 from the prior approval
requirements of 49 U.S.C. 10901 to
construct rail lines in Grant County,
Washington. In the same petition, the
Port also seeks an exemption under 49
U.S.C. 10502 from the prior approval
requirements of 49 U.S.C. 10901 to
acquire an existing segment of rail line
from Columbia Basin Railroad
Company, Inc. The proposed project,
known as the Northern Columbia Basin
Railroad Project, includes the
construction of two new rail line
segments and the acquisition and
refurbishment of an existing rail
segment to provide rail access to land
designated and zoned for industrial uses
along Wheeler Road (Road 3 NE) and at
the Grant County International Airport.
The entire proposed route would extend
approximately 11.5 miles.

The Board, pursuant to 49 U.S.C.
10901, is the agency responsible for
granting authority for the construction
and operation of new rail line facilities.
The Board’s Section of Environmental
Analysis (SEA) and the Washington
State Department of Transportation
(WSDOT), as co-lead agencies
responsible for the environmental
review of the proposed rail project,
issued an Environmental Assessment
(EA) on November 7, 2008. The EA was
made available to Federal, state and
local agencies; tribes; the public; and
interested parties for a 30-day public
comment period, and SEA and WSDOT
received 29 comments. The Final
Environmental Assessment (Final EA)
responds to comments; considers new
alternatives, including an alignment
modification; clarifies, corrects or adds
to information that was in the EA,
primarily regarding impacts to
wetlands, impacts to irrigated farmland,
and cumulative impacts; and makes
final environmental recommendations
to the Board.

Based on an independent analysis of
all information available to date, SEA
and WSDOT conclude that the proposed
action would not result in any
significant environmental impacts if the
mitigation measures recommended in
the Final EA are imposed and
implemented. Accordingly, SEA
recommends that any decision by the
Board approving the proposed action
impose conditions requiring the Port to
comply with the mitigation measures set
forth in Chapter Five of the Final EA.
Because the proposed action, as
mitigated, would not have the potential
for significant environmental effects,
preparation of an EA for this case is
appropriate and the full Environmental
Impact Statement process is
unnecessary.

The Board will now consider the
entire environmental record, including
the final recommended mitigation
measures and all environmental
comments received in this proceeding,
in making its final decision as to
whether to approve the proposed action,
and if so, what mitigation to impose.

Copies of the Final EA have been
served on all interested parties and will
be made available to additional parties
upon request. The entire Final EA is
also available for review on the Board’s
Web site (http://www.stb.dot.gov) by
going to “E-LIBRARY,” clicking on the
“Decisions and Notices” link, and then
searching by the Service Date (May 8,
2009) or Docket Number (FD 34936).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christa Dean, Attorney and Project
Manager, at (202) 245-0299; e-mail:
christa.dean@stb.dot.gov, or Elizabeth
Phinney, WSDOT Rail Environmental
Manager, at (360) 705—-7902; e-mail:
phinnee@wsdot.wa.gov. Federal
Information Relay Service for the
hearing impaired: 1-800—-877-8339.
By the Board, Victoria Rutson, Chief,
Section of Environmental Analysis.
Decided: May 8, 2009.
Kulunie L. Cannon,
Clearance Clerk.
[FR Doc. E9-10667 Filed 5-7-09; 8:45 am]|
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