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located. Part 575.105, requires that
manufacturers of utility vehicles affix a
sticker in a prominent location alerting
drivers that the particular handling and
maneuvering characteristics of utility
vehicles require special driving
practices when these vehicles are
operated.

Estimated Annual Burden: 300 hours.
Number of Respondents: 15.

Based on prior years’ manufacturer
submissions, the agency estimates that
15 responses will be submitted
annually. Currently 12 light truck
manufacturers comply with 49 CFR part
575. These manufacturers file one
response annually and submit an
additional response when they
introduce a new model. Changes are
rarely filed with the agency, but we
estimate that three manufacturers will
alter their information because of model
changes. The light truck manufacturers
gather only pre-existing data for the
purposes of this regulation. Based on
previous years’ manufacturer
information, the agency estimates that
light truck manufacturers use a total of
20 hours. Specifically, manufacturers
use 9 hours to gather and arrange the
data in its proper format, 4 hours to
distribute the information to its
dealerships and attach labels to light
trucks that are capable of
accommodating slide-in campers, and 7
hours to print the labels and utility
vehicle information in the owner’s
manual or a separate document
included with the owner’s manual. The
estimated annual burden hour is 300
hours. This number reflects the total
responses (15) times the total hours (20).
Prior years’ manufacturer information
indicates that it takes an average of
$35.00 per hour for professional and
clerical staff to gather data, distribute
and print material. Therefore, the
agency estimates that the cost associated
with the burden hours is $10,500
($35.00 per hour x 300 burden hours).

Estimated Annual Cost: $2,262,631.

The annual cost is based on light
truck production. In model year 2008,
light truck manufacturers produced
about 6,464,659 units. By assuming that
all light truck manufacturers (both large
and small volume manufacturers) incur
the same cost, the total annual cost to
comply with statutory requirements,
§575.103 and §575.105 is $2,262,631
(or $0.35 each unit).

Comments Are Invited On:

e Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Department, including whether the
information will have practical utility.

o Whether the Department’s estimate
for the burden of the proposed
information collection is accurate.

e Ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

A comment to OMB is most effective
if OMB receives it within 30 days of
publication.

Issued on: April 14, 2009.

Stephen R. Kratzke,

Associate Administrator for Rulemaking.
[FR Doc. E9-8950 Filed 4-17-09; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-59-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

Agency Information Collection Activity
Seeking OMB Approval

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The FAA invites public
comments about our intention to request
the Office of Management and Budget’s
(OMB) revision of a current inibrination
collection. The Federal Register Notice
with a 60-day comment period soliciting
comments on the following collection of
information was published on December
3, 2008, vol. 73, no. 233, page 73688.
The data from this report is used to
target those leading outsource
maintenance providers that may have a
higher risk level which in turn would
merit an increase of FAA surveillance.
DATES: Please submit comments by May
20, 2009.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Carla Mauney at Carla.Mauney@faa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)

Title: Air Carriers Listing of Leading
Outsource Maintenance Providers.

Type of Request: Extension without
change of a currently approved
collection.

OMB Control Number: 2120-0708.

Form(s): There are no FAA forms
associated with this collection.

Affected Public: An estimated 121
Respondents.

Frequency: This information is
collected on occasion.

Estimated Average Burden per
Response: Approximately 4 hours per
response.

Estimated Annual Burden Hours: An
estimated 484 hours annually.

Abstract: The data from this report is
used to target those leading outsource

maintenance providers that may have a
higher risk level which in turn would
merit an increase of FAA surveillance.
ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit written comments on
the proposed information collection to
the Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget. Comments should be addressed
to the attention of the Desk Officer,
Department of Transportation/FAA and
sent via electronic mail to
oira_submission@omb.eop.gov, or faxed
to (202) 395-6974, or mailed to the
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Office of Management and
Budget, Docket Library, Room 10102,
725 17th Street, NW., Washington, DC
20503.

Comments are invited on: Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the Department,
including whether the information will
have practical utility the accuracy of the
Department’s estimates of the burden of
the proposed information collection
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be collected
and ways to minimize the burden of the
collection of information on
respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Issued in Washington, DC, on April 14,
2009.

Carla Mauney,

FAA Information Collection Clearance
Officer, IT Enterprises Business Services
Division, AES-200.

[FR Doc. E9—9044 Filed 4-17—09; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

RTCA Government/Industry Air Traffic
Management Advisory Committee

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of RTCA Charter
Renewal.

SUMMARY: The FAA is issuing this notice
to advise the public of the renewal of
the RTCA Charter (FAA Order
1110.778S) for two years, effective April
2, 2011. The administrator is the
sponsor of the committee. The objective
of the advisory committee is to seek
solutions to problems involving applied
technology (for example, electronics,
computers, and telecommunications) to
aeronautical operations that impact the
future air traffic management system.
The solutions are often about
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recommended minimum operational
performance standards and technical
guidance documents that are acceptable
to Government, industry, and users.
Standards ensure equivalent
performance of the same generic
equipment built by different
manufacturers. Government regulatory
and procurement practices reference or
use RTCA standards (with or without
change). The Secretary of
Transportation has determined that that
information and use of committee are

necessary in the public interest in
connection with the performance of
duties imposed on the FAA by law.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
RTCA Secretariat, 1828 L Street, NW.,
Suite 805, Washington, DC, 20036;
telephone (202) 833—9339; fax (202)
833-9434; Web site http://www.rtca.org
or the FAA Office of Systems
Engineering & Safety, AJP-1, 800
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC: telephone (202) 385—
7100; fax (202) 385-7105.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Steering
Committee and Special Committee
meetings are open to the public and
announced in the Federal Register,
except as authorized by section 10(d) of
the Federal Advisory Committee Act.

Issued in Washington, DC, on April 13,
2009.
Francisco Estrada C.,
RTCA Advisory Committee.
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ORDER
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 1110.77S

National Policy

04/02/09

SUBJ: RTCA, Inc. (Utilized as an Advisory Committee)

1. Purpose of This Order. This order renews and forms the charter for using RTCA, Inc.
(formerly Radio Technical Commission for Aeronautics) and some of its components as an advisory
committee. The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and other Federal Government members of
RTCA, Inc. would use parts of RTCA (for example, the Program Management Committee (PMC),
Air Traffic Management (ATM) Advisory Committee and Special Committees) as an advisory
committee. The advisory committee functions under Section 3 (2) (C) of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, as amended, 5 U.S.C., App.

2. Audience. This order applies to all members of the RTCA Inc. Advisory Committee and
director level organizations at the Washington, DC headquarters and the William J. Hughes Technical
Center in Atlantic City, NJ.

3. Where Can I Find This Order? You can find this order on the Directives Management System
website: https:/employees.faa.gov/tools_resources/orders_notices/.

4. Cancellation. This current order replaces Order 1110.77R, RTCA, Inc. (Utilized as an Advisory
Committee) dated March 16, 2007.

5. Background.

a. The RTCA was organized in June 1935 on the initiative of the Department of Commerce
and by agreement of interested government and non-govemment organizations and membership
groups. The original objective was to ensure efficient coordination of research efforts in the technical
development of aeronautical radio aids.

b. From 1935 until 1991, RTCA continued to function in the form of an unincorporated
association of government agencies and industry organizations active in aeronautics. The Radio
Technical Commission for Aeronautics was incorporated on November 14, 1991, and its name was
changed to RTCA, Inc. The objectives of the organization and use of the Program Management
Committee, Air Traffic Management Advisory Committee, and Special Committees as Federal
advisory committees remain unchanged. The current membership comprises over 400 domestic and
international government agencies, aviation industry associations, companies, and academic
institutions. Through this membership, RTCA develops consensus-based recommendations on
contemporary operational, technology, policy, procedural, and equipage issues, principally related to
implementation of Communication, Navigation, Surveillance and Air Traffic Management
operational capabilities.

Distribution: Electronic Initiated By: AJP-0
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¢. The RTCA is incorporated under the New York Not-For-Profit Corporation Law and is
authorized to do business in the District of Columbia. Its status as a tax-exempt organization is
recognized by the Internal Revenue Service and the Government of the District of Columbia.

6. Scope. This order describes the extent and manner of use of RTCA, Inc. as an advisory
committee under the sponsorship of FAA. It does not describe the details of FAA's relationship
to RTCA, Inc. in other respects.

7. Consent and Compliance. The RTCA has consented to its "utilization" as an advisory
committee as described in this order and, for activities covered by the Act, has pledged
compliance with all requirements as prescribed in Order 1110.30C, Committee Management.

8. Objectives and Scope. The objective of the advisory committee is to seek resolutions to
issues and challenges involving air transportation concepts, requirements, operational
capabilities, and the associated use of technology and related considerations to aeronautical
operations that impact the future air traffic management system.

a, To achieve this, specific objectives include the following:

(1) Coalesce aviation system user and provider requirements in a manner that helps
government and industry meet their common objectives and responsibilities.

(2) Analyze and recommend solutions to the challenges that the aviation community
faces as it continues to increase safety, security, system capacity, and efficiency.

(3) Develop consensus on relevant solutions to meet user and provider requirements,
including development of minimum operational performance standards for electronic systems
and equipment that support aviation.

(4) Aid in developing the appropriate material on which to base U.S. positions for
International Civil Aviation Organization, International Telecommunication Union, and other
intgrnational organizations, when requested.

b. The RTCA provides the following two categories of recommendations:

(1) Broad-gauged policy and investment priority recommendations used by the FAA
when considering for policy and program decisions.

(2) Performance standards, reports, and guidance documents used by the FAA in
regulatory decisions and rulemaking. Government regulatory and procurement practices
reference or use RTCA standards (with or without change). The RTCA recommendations are
used in the private sector as the basis for development, investment, and other business decisions

¢. The advisory committee will not aid in the coordination or review of safety and
certification issues, which are inherently governmental. This does not preclude the procedures
and standards work above or efforts to streamline government and industry processes.
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9. Organization. The RTCA, Inc. comprises a general membership, a chair, vice chair, Board
of Directors, Policy Board, Program Management Committee, a president, vice president, and a
small staff.

a. The membership comprises over 400 domestic and international government agencies,
aviation industry associations, companies, and academic institutions. Currently, there are eight
government agencies: the FAA, the Departments of the Army, the Navy, and the Air Force; the
Volpe National Transportation Systems Center of the Department of Transportation; the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration; the National Geospatial Intelligence Agency; and the
Federal Bureau of Investigation. Private sector members include: Air Line Pilots Association,
Air Transport Association of America, Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association, Airports Council
International-North America, General Aviation Manufacturers Association, National Business
Aviation Association, National Air Traffic Controllers Association, Regional Airline
Association, aircraft and avionics manufacturers, component suppliers, integrators, and service
providers. International associates include: various Civil Aviation Authorities, European
Organization for the Safety of Air Navigation, European Organization for Civil Aviation
Equipment, Airbus France, NAV Canada, Airservices Australia, France Development Conseil
Belgium, Society of Japanese Aerospace Companies, and Swedish Defense Material
Administration, among others. Academic associate members include: Applied Research Lab
Penn State University, Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University, George Mason University,
Imperial College London, Stanford University, The Johns Hopkins University, and University of
Alaska Anchorage, among others.

b. The Policy Board establishes RTCA policies and programs and establishes task forces
and steering committees, as required. The Program Management Committee, using Special
Committees, manages most of the Federal advisory committee-related business of RTCA, Inc.
The Program Management Committee establishes Special Committees in response to an
identified need by government and industry. Sub-elements of Special Committees (that is
working groups) report to the specific committee of which they are a part. The Program
Management Committee approves the terms of reference for the special committee; approves the
chairs; approves recommendations; reviews reports; and approves, modifies, sends back for
additional work, or disapproves these reports. Program Management Committee meetings are
open to the public and announced in the Federal Register.

¢. Special Committees are a principal means for RTCA to carry out its mission.
Membership on Special Committees is open to the public. Special Committees’ duration
depends on the assigned tasks. Special Committee meetings are open to the public. Notices,
including details of the meeting agenda, appear in the Federal Register.
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10. Administration.

a. The FAA Air Traftic Organization Chief Operating Officer and the Associate
Administrator for Aviation Safety, serve as FAA “ex officio,” nonvoting members of the RTCA
Policy Board. Air Traffic Organization Chief Operating Officer Representatives serve as the
Designated Federal Officer (DFO) for general RTCA advisory committee business; other Federal
employees serve in this role for the various Special Committee tasks.

b. FAA will keep participation in all levels of RTCA committees to a minimum, serving
in an "ex officio" capacity as nonvoting members. The DFO for the various committees will
determine appropriate FAA participation to ensure further understanding of the subject matter.
The FAA officials will not serve as chair or vice chair of any committee. Exceptions to this for
Special Committees will require approval of the FAA members of the Program Management
Committee.

¢. Representatives of non-government RTCA member organizations serve on the
committees without government compensation. Members serve in a representative capacity.
The employing organization bears all costs related to its participation on such RTCA
committees. Appointed members of the RTCA Policy Board, Board of Directors, Program
Management Committee, Air Traffic Management Steering Group and Air Traffic Management
Advisory Committee, and chairpersons of Special Committees serve as Representative Members,
representing a particular interest of his or her employment, education, experience, or affiliation
with a specific aviation-related organization (reference DOT/FAA Order 1110.30C, Committee
Management, para. 37.a.).

(1) To identify clearly and provide proper disclosure of their specific affiliation or
professional interest, appointed members will complete an Advisory Committee Candidate
Biographical Information Request, Form DOT F 1120.1 (as described in the DOT/FAA Order
1110.30C, para. 38.a.). A summary of the candidate's professional background and affiliations
will also appear on the RTCA web page for each committee. Members must complete a new
form DOT F 1120.1, when a change in affiliation occurs.

(2) The RTCA President, FAA Air Traffic Organization Chief Operating Officer, and
the Associate Administrator for Aviation Safety will review Air Traffic Management Advisory
Committee and Program Management Committee membership yearly to ensure balanced
representation for the points of view represented and the roles performed by the committees; that
is, that it equitably represents, to the extent feasible, the aviation community.

d. The Program Management Committee will meet approximately quarterly, as required,
to carry out its responsibilities. The Air Traffic Management Advisory Committee meets
approximately three times a year. Special Committees will meet as required by their workload.
The Program Management Committee, Air Traffic Management Advisory Committee, and
Special Committee meetings shall comply with all applicable provisions of the Act, including:
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(1) The Designated Federal Officer or alternate must be present at a Program
Management Committee, Air Traffic Management Advisory Committee, or Special Committee
meeting. The FAA sponsor will appoint a full-time government employee as the DFO or
alternate.

(2) The DFO or alternate may adjourn any advisory committee meeting, in
coordination with the chairperson, when it is in the public’s interest.

(3) Program Management Committee, Air Traffic Management Advisory Committee,
and Special Committee meetings shall be open to the public and a notice shall appear in the
Federal Register at least 15 calendar days before each meeting, except in emergencies. The
notice should include the name of the advisory committee, the time, place, purpose of the
meeting (including a summary of the agenda), and information stating the meeting will be open
to the public. The FAA may use other forms of notice, such as press releases. All RTCA
advisory committees will follow the regular advisory committee process in making
recommendations to the FAA and will not make recommendations directly to FAA program
offices.

(4) The RTCA will publish minutes of each PMC, ATM Advisory Committee, and
Special Committee meeting. The official minutes shall include the time and place of the
meeting; a list of all attendees, including members, staff, and public observers; a summary of
matters discussed and conclusions reached; a reference to reports issued or approved by the
committee; and a description of public participation, including verbal or written statements. The
committee chairperson shall certify the accuracy of the minutes. Meeting summaries are
available to the public and posted on the RTCA website at www.rtca.org. Although the Air
Traffic Management Steering Group is not required to hold public meetings, summaries will
appear on the RTCA internet. All working groups report to the specific committee they
represent.

e. Yearly, RTCA shall provide information to FAA on its committees, including, but
notlimited to the number of meetings of each committee; the total number of meetings; meeting
attendance (including a breakdown of meeting days) for FAA, other government and non-
government participants; the name and organizational affiliation of each RTCA committee
member; the report titles and dates; and the dates of all meetings.

f. This order complies with the requirements in section 9 (c) of the Act for charters for the
Program Management Committee and Special Committees or other advisory committee task
forces.

(1) Appendix 1 provides a list of the current Special Committees. Assignment to an
existing Special Committee of a new problem within its topical responsibility does not require a
new charter action. These committees shall comply with all requirements and implementing
regulations covered in Section 10 of the Act.
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11. Public Participation. Each advisory committee meeting shall be open to the public and
anyone interested can attend and appear before the committee subject to reasonable limits of
space and time. Meetings may be closed to the public only as authorized by section 10(d) of the
Act and applicable regulations. Anyone interested may file written statements with the
committee.

12. Availability of Records. Subject to the conditions of the Freedom of Information Act,

5 U.S.C. 552 (b), records, reports, transcripts, minutes or meeting summaries, and other
documents are available for public inspection or purchase at RTCA, Inc., 1828 L Street, NW,
Suite 805, Washington, DC 20036. As of 2000, all new and a limited number of previously
published RTCA, Inc. documents are available at www.rtca.org. Copies of FAA documents are
available to the public according to the fee schedule published in part 7 of Title 49, Code of
Federal Regulations. Records of the proceedings will be kept, as required by applicable laws and
regulations. All records of the committee, formally and informally established committees, or
other subgroups of the committee, shall be handled in accordance with General Records
Schedule 26, Item 2 or other approved agency records disposition schedule. These records shall
be available for public inspection and copying, subject to the Freedom of Information Act, 5
U.S.C. 552.

13. Public Interest. The FAA has determined that continued use of RTCA, Inc. and its
components as an advisory committee is in the public interest for responsibilities imposed on
FAA by law.

14. Estimated Cost. The estimated average annual cost of FAA participation in the RTCA, Inc.
advisory committee process is $400,000 (including proportional share of salaries of DOT
employees). The FAA estimates that sponsorship of RTCA, Inc. requires about 0.12 employee
years for administrative support.

15. Effective Date and Duration. Renewal of the charter of RTCA, Inc. and its components,
listed in Appendix 1, is effective April 2, 2009, which is the filing date of the charter. Using
RTCA, Inc. as an advisory committee will continue until April 2, 2011, unless sooner terminated
or renewed by proper authority. The FAA may terminate the charter incorporated in this order if
RTCA disbands; if the use of RTCA, Inc. components by FAA ceases; if RTCA, Inc. operations
as covered by the Act do not comply with the Act or implementing regulations, and RTCA, Inc.
cannot, or will not, achieve compliance; if RTCA, Inc. refuses membership to a qualified
applicant; or if FAA determines that, as to important aspects of its operations, RTCA’s role as an
advisory committee cannot be upheld. FAA will give as much advance notice as possible of
such action to RTCA, Inc. and all participants. Such action by FAA would not prevent another
Government agency from chartering RTCA, Inc. under the Federal Advisory Committee Act.

16. Distribution. This order is to be distributed to the director level in Washington
[leadquarters and the Technical Center.

S 0O

Lynne A. Osmus
Acting Administrator
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Appendix 1. RTCA, Inc. Special Committee

Paragraph 10f contains information on the Special Committees. The following is a list of RTCA,
Inc. Special Committees as of November 1, 2008. The most current list of RTCA, Inc. Special
Committees is found at www.rtca.org.

SC-135 Environmental Testing

SC-147 Traftic Alert & Collision Avoidance System (TCAS)

SC-159 Global Positioning System (GPS)

SC-186 Automatic Dependent Surveillance-Broadcast (ADS-B)

SC-202 Portable Electronic Devices (PEDs)

SC-203 Unmanned Aircraft Systems

SC-205 Software Considerations

SC-206 Aeronautical Information Services (AIS) Data Link

SC-211 Nickel-Cadmium, Lead Acid and Rechargeable Lithium Batteries
SC-213 Enhanced Flight Vision Systems/Synthetic Vision Systems (EFVS/SVS)
SC-214 Standards for Air Traffic Data Communication Services

SC-215 [RIDIUM AMS(R)S for NGSS

SC-216 Aeronautical Systems Security

SC-217 Airport Mapping Databases

SC-218 Future ADS-B/TCAS Relationships

SC-219 Attitude and Heading Reference Systems (AHRS)

SC-220 Automatic Flight Guidance and Control Systems

SC-221 Aircraft Secondary Barriers

SC-222 INMARSAT AMS(R)S for NGSS
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[FR Doc. E9—8994 Filed 4-17-09; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-C

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Highway Administration

Environmental Impact Statement:
Kings County, NY

AGENCY: Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), USDOT.

ACTION: Notice of Intent (NOI).

SUMMARY: The FHWA is issuing this
notice to advise the public and other
agencies that a tiered environmental
impact statement (EIS) will be prepared
for a proposed project involving
approximately 1.5 miles of the
Brooklyn-Queens Expressway (BQE),
Interstate 278 (I-278) in Kings County,
New York (Project Identification
Number X730.56). This segment of the
BQE extends from Atlantic Avenue to
Sands Street and encompasses 21
structures, including a unique 0.4-mile
triple cantilever structure. The objective
of the tiered EIS is to evaluate
alternatives and make corridor level
decisions regarding the rehabilitation or
reconstruction of the existing facility
and to identify a general alignment and
corridor for proposed improvements.
The tiered approach will allow for a
broad range of solutions and the
appropriate consideration of area wide
environmental and land use impacts,
including the maintenance and
protection of traffic during construction.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jeffrey W. Kolb, P.E., Division
Administrator, Federal Highway
Administration, New York Division, Leo
W. O’Brien Federal Building, Suite 719,
Clinton Avenue and North Pearl Street,
Albany, New York 12207, Telephone:
(518) 431—4127; or Fred Libove, P.E.,
Project Development Supervisor, New
York State Department of
Transportation, Region 11, Hunters
Point Plaza, 47—40 21st Street, Long
Island City, New York 11101,
Telephone: (718) 482—-4565.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
FHWA, in cooperation with the New
York State Department of
Transportation (NYSDOT), will prepare
a tiered EIS that will study and
document proposed improvements to a
1.5-mile segment of the BQE (I-278)
between Atlantic Avenue and Sands
Street in Kings County, New York (the
Project). The Project would be the first
major rehabilitation or reconstruction of
this segment of the BQE/I-278 since its
opening in 1954. Based on the results of
on-site inspections of 14 of the 21

structures as documented in a June 2002
Seismic Evaluation Report (SER)
prepared for the NYSDOT, and the
results of recent inspections of the
remaining seven structures, the current
overall condition of this segment of the
BQE is safe for use by the public.
However, the SER and subsequent
inspections of the structures, indicate
that corrective action will be required
within the next 10 to 15 years to
maintain this segment of the BQE in a
state of good repair.

Need for the Project: The segment of
the BQE/I-278 under consideration
carries a daily volume of approximately
140,000 vehicles and is a critical
transportation link in the New York City
metropolitan area that serves the needs
of the Boroughs of Brooklyn, Manhattan,
Queens, the Bronx and Staten Island, as
well as areas outside New York City.

The most important bridge along this
segment of the BQE is the unique triple
cantilevered structure. This multi-level
structure carries six lanes of the BQE.
The eastbound and westbound
roadways, with three lanes each, are
carried at separate levels. The eastbound
lanes are located above the westbound
lanes. Furman Street, an important local
connector, runs parallel to the highway
at grade below the westbound lanes of
the BQE. A third cantilever above the
eastbound lanes of the highway
supports the Brooklyn Heights
Promenade, a key community resource
that provides spectacular views of the
East River, Lower Manhattan and the
Statue of Liberty. The remaining bridges
within this segment of the BQE are
comprised of multi-girder steel and
concrete-encased steel structures.
Indirect and circuitous connections
between the Brooklyn and Manhattan
Bridges and the BQE add to the
complexity of this segment of the
highway.

The segment of highway within the
project limits is characterized by narrow
lanes (10.5 feet), lack of shoulders, and
short merge/weave distances near on-
ramps and off-ramps that do not meet
current highway design standards.
These deficiencies, combined with
vertical clearance constraints, and the
approximately 140,000 vehicles using
this segment of the highway each day,
result in the highway operating at or
above capacity during most of the day.
Severe congestion throughout much of
the midday and the diversion of the
highway traffic, particularly truck traffic
because of the vertical clearances, onto
local streets are also operational
deficiencies.

Based on the results of the SER and
periodically scheduled inspections of
the facility by NYSDOT and the New

York City Department of Transportation
(NYCDOT), which owns the facility
within the project limits, the NYSDOT
and FHWA convened an Accelerated
Construction Technology Transfer
(ACTT) workshop in March 2006
attended by a broad range of public
agency staff and private consultants to
consider potentially viable options for
rehabilitating or replacing the
structures, and on ways to alleviate the
severe congestion experienced by
motorists along this segment of the
BQE/I-278. Issues considered in
identifying and evaluating possible
alternatives during the ACTT workshop
included constructability,
environmental impacts, geometric
design considerations, public
involvement/concerns, structural
considerations, traffic, safety, use of
intelligent transportation systems (ITS),
and work zone concerns. Although the
ACTT workshop reached no final
recommendation on which alternative
should be pursued to address the
structural deterioration or operational
issues affecting this segment of the BQE/
1-278, the results of the ACTT workshop
confirmed the need for a more
comprehensive examination of
alternative rehabilitation or
reconstruction options. The results of
the SER and ACTT workshop will be
considered in the environmental review
process initiated with this NOI.

Environmental Review Process: The
EIS will be developed in accordance
with the National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (NEPA), the environmental
review provisions of Section 6002 of the
Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient
Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for
Users (SAFETEA-LU), and the New
York State Environmental Quality
Review Act (SEQRA). The FHWA and
the NYSDOT will use a tiered process,
as provided for in 40 CFR 1508.28, in
the completion of the environmental
review of the Project. “Tiering” is a
staged environmental review process
applied to environmental reviews for
complex projects.

The initial phase (“Tier 1 EIS”) of this
process will address broad corridor-
level issues and proposals. Subsequent
phases or tiers will analyze, at a greater
level of detail, narrower site-specific
proposals based on the decisions made
in Tier 1.

Tier 1: Although open to refinement
based on public and agency review and
comment, the Tier 1 assessment will
result in a NEPA document with the
appropriate level of detail for corridor-
level decisions and will address broad
overall issues of concern, including but
not limited to:
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