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Signed at Washington, DG, this 26th day of
August 2008.

Cathy Kazanowski,

Chief, Division of Management Systems,
Bureau of Labor Statistics.

[FR Doc. E8—20248 Filed 8—29-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4510-24-P

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND
SPACE ADMINISTRATION

[Notice (08-056)]
NASA Advisory Council; Science

Committee; Heliophysics
Subcommittee; Meeting

AGENCY: National Aeronautics and
Space Administration.

ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA)
announces a meeting of the
Heliophysics Subcommittee of the
NASA Advisory Council (NAC). This
Subcommittee reports to the Science
Committee of the NAC. The Meeting
will be held for the purpose of soliciting
from the scientific community and other
persons scientific and technical
information relevant to program
planning.

DATES: Wednesday, September 24, 2008,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., Thursday, September
25, 2008, 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
Friday, September 26, 2008, 8:30 a.m. to
1 p.m.

ADDRESSES: NASA Headquarters, 300 E
Street, SW., Room 6H46, Washington,
DC 20546.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Marian Norris, Science Mission
Directorate, NASA Headquarters,
Washington, DC 20546, (202) 358—4452,
fax (202) 358-4118, or
mnorris@nasa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
meeting will be open to the public up
to the capacity of the room. The agenda
for the meeting includes the following
topics:
—Heliophysics Division Overview and
Program Status
—2009 Heliophysics Roadmap
—Multidisciplinary Science—
Interdisciplinary Science—System
Science
—Instrument Development Program
—Explorer Program
It is imperative that the meeting be
held on these dates to accommodate the
scheduling priorities of the key
participants. Attendees will be
requested to sign a register and to
comply with NASA security
requirements, including the

presentation of a valid picture ID, before
receiving an access badge. Foreign
nationals attending this meeting will be
required to provide the following
information no less than 5 working days
prior to the meeting: Full name; gender;
date/place of birth; citizenship; visa/
green card information (number, type,
expiration date); passport information
(number, country, expiration date);
employer/affiliation information (name
of institution, address, country,
telephone); title/position of attendee. To
expedite admittance, attendees with
U.S. citizenship can provide identifying
information 3 working days in advance
by contacting Marian Norris via e-mail
at mnorris@nasa.gov or by telephone at
(202) 358—4452.

Dated: August 26, 2008.
Katherine M. Dakon,

Acting Director, Advisory Committee
Management Division, National Aeronautics
and Space Administration.

[FR Doc. E8—20214 Filed 8—29-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7510-13-P

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

Notice of Permit Applications Received
Under the Antarctic Conservation Act
of 1978 (Pub. L. 95-541)

AGENCY: National Science Foundation.
ACTION: Notice of Permit Applications
Received under the Antarctic
Conservation Act of 1978, Public Law
95-541.

SUMMARY: The National Science
Foundation (NSF) is required to publish
notice of permit applications received to
conduct activities regulated under the
Antarctic Conservation Act of 1978.
NSF has published regulations under
the Antarctic Conservation Act at Title
45 Part 670 of the Code of Federal
Regulations. This is the required notice
of permit applications received.

DATES: Interested parties are invited to
submit written data, comments, or
views with respect to this permit
application by October 2, 2008. This
application may be inspected by
interested parties at the Permit Office,
address below.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be
addressed to Permit Office, Room 755,
Office of Polar Programs, National
Science Foundation, 4201 Wilson
Boulevard, Arlington, Virginia 22230.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nadene G. Kennedy at the above
address or (703) 292-7405.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
National Science Foundation, as
directed by the Antarctic Conservation

Act of 1978 (Pub. L. 95-541), as
amended by the Antarctic Science,
Tourism and Conservation Act of 1996,
has developed regulations for the
establishment of a permit system for
various activities in Antarctica and
designation of certain animals and
certain geographic areas a requiring
special protection. The regulations
establish such a permit system to
designate Antarctic Specially Protected
Areas.

The applications received are as
follows:
1. Applicant:

Permit Application No. 2009-013
Robert Pittman, NOAA/NMFS
Southwest Fisheries Science Center,
8604 La Jolla Shores Drive, La Jolla, CA
92037, College Station, TX 77843-1112.

Activity for Which Permit Is
Requested: Take and Import into the
U.S.A. The applicant’s study of
movement patterns, diet preferences
and genetics of whales calls for the
collection of pencil eraser size tissue
samples from up to 200 Killer whales
(Orcinus orca), 25 Minke whales
(Balaenoptera bonaerensis), and 25
Humpback whales (Megaptera
novaeangliae). The tissue samples will
be used in food habit studies (stable
isotope and fatty acids). Additionally
the same samples will be used to
analyze for genetic distinctness of the
different killer whale types in
Antarctica using genetics techniques.
For movement patterns, a small (ca 40g)
satellite tags will be attached to some of
the whales. The samples collected will
be imported to the U.S. for research
studies at the Southwest Fisheries
Science Center.

Location: Antarctic Peninsula area
and McMurdo Sound region, Antarctica.

Dates: December 25, 2008 to
December 31, 2013.

Nadene G. Kennedy,

Permit Officer, Office of Polar Programs.
[FR Doc. E8—20242 Filed 8—29-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7555-01-P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

[Docket No. 70-143]

Nuclear Fuel Services, Inc.,
Environmental Assessment and
Finding of No Significant Impact
Related to Proposed License
Amendment Authorizing the
Processing of Uranium Hexafluoride in
a New Process Line

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.
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ACTION: Environmental assessment and
finding of no significant impact.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kevin M. Ramsey, Fuel Manufacturing
Branch, Division of Fuel Cycle Safety
and Safeguards, Office of Nuclear
Material Safety and Safeguards, U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Mail
Stop E-2C40M, Washington, DC 20555—
0001, telephone (301) 492—-3123 and
e-mail kevin.ramsey@nrc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Introduction

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) staff is considering the issuance
of a license amendment to Materials
License SNM—124, issued to Nuclear
Fuel Services, Inc. (the licensee), to
authorize the processing of uranium
hexafluoride (UF6) in a new processing
line (the CD Line). The NRC has
prepared an Environmental Assessment
(EA) in support of this proposed action.
Based upon the EA, the NRC has
concluded that a Finding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) is
appropriate and, therefore, an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
will not be prepared.

II. Environmental Assessment

Background

The Nuclear Fuel Services (NFS)
facility in Erwin, Tennessee, is
authorized under License SNM—124 to
manufacture high-enriched nuclear
reactor fuel. In addition, NFS is
authorized to blend HEU with natural
uranium and manufacture low-enriched
nuclear reactor fuel. License SNM—-124
already authorizes NFS to conduct
operations with uranium in the form of
UF6. On August 31, 2007, NFS
requested a license amendment to
process UF6 in the CD Line. A redacted
version of the request was submitted on
October 31, 2007 (Ref. 5). In response to
a request for additional information
(RAI), NFS submitted a reply to RAI
questions on June 19, 2008. A redacted
version of the reply was submitted on
June 25, 2008 (Ref. 6).

Review Scope

The purpose of this EA is to assess the
environmental impacts of the proposed
action. The safety aspects of the
proposed action are being evaluated
separately and this EA does not approve
the request. This EA is limited to the
proposed operation of the CD Line and
any cumulative impacts would have on
existing plant operations. The existing
conditions and operations for the Erwin
facility were evaluated by the NRC for
environmental impacts in a 1999 EA

related to the renewal of the NFS license
(Ref. 1) and a 2002 EA related to the first
amendment for the Blended Low-
Enriched Uranium (BLEU) Project (Ref.
2). The 2002 EA assessed the impact of
the entire BLEU Project using
information available at that time. A
2003 EA (Ref. 3) and a 2004 EA (Ref. 4)
related to additional BLEU Project
amendments, confirmed the FONSI
issued in 2002. This assessment
presents information and analysis for
determining that issuance of a FONSI is
appropriate, and that preparation of an
EIS is not warranted.

Proposed Action

The proposed action is to amend NRC
Materials License SNM-124 to authorize
the processing of UF6 in the new CD
Line (Ref. 5). The CD Line will be
assembled and operated in an existing
building. No construction of new
buildings is requested.

Need for Proposed Action

The proposed action is being
requested because the production of
high-enriched uranium (HEU) at the
Portsmouth Gaseous Diffusion Plant was
stopped in 1991 and the uranium being
used there was placed in storage. The
stored uranium included numerous
sample bottles of high-enriched
uranium in the form of UF6. Long-term
storage of uranium in the form of UF6
is undesirable because it is a reactive
chemical that can form hydrofluoric
acid (HF) if exposed to air. HF is
extremely hazardous. In 1999, NFS was
subcontracted to receive and store these
sample bottles. Similar materials from
other U.S. Department of Energy (DOE)
sites were included in the scope of the
contract. The proposed action is for NFS
to convert the uranium fluoride
compounds into more stable
compounds (oxides or nitrates). The
new high-enriched compounds will
either be returned to DOE, or declared
surplus and transferred to NFS for
down-blending and use as commercial
reactor fuel.

Alternatives

The alternatives evaluated are:

1. Approve the license amendment as
described; or

2. No action (i.e., deny the request).

Affected Environment

The affected environment is the NFS
site, and is identical to the affected
environment assessed in the 2002 EA
related to the first amendment for the
BLEU Project (Ref. 2). A full description
of the site and its characteristics is given
in the 2002 EA. Additional information
can be found in the 1999 EA related to

the renewal of the NFS license (Ref. 1).
The NFS facility is located in Unicoi
County, Tennessee, about 32 km (20 mi)
southwest of Johnson City, Tennessee.
The plant is about 0.8 km (0.5 mi)
southwest of the Erwin city limits. The
site occupies about 28 hectares (70
acres). The site is bounded to the
northwest by the CSX Corporation
(CSX) railroad property and the
Nolichucky River, and by Martin Creek
to the northeast. The plant elevation is
about 9 m (30 ft) above the nearest point
on the Nolichucky River.

The area adjacent to the site consists
primarily of residential, industrial, and
commercial areas, with a limited
amount of farming to the northwest.
Privately owned residences are located
to the east and south of the facility.
Tract size is relatively large, leading to
a low housing density in the areas
adjacent to the facility. The CSX
railroad right-of-way is parallel to the
western boundary of the site. Industrial
development is located adjacent to the
railroad on the opposite side of the
right-of-way. The site is bounded by
Martin Creek to the north, with
privately owned, vacant property and
low-density residences.

Effluent Releases and Monitoring

A full description of the effluent
monitoring program at the site is
provided in a 2002 EA related to the
first amendment for the BLEU Project
(Ref. 2). Additional information is
available in the 1999 EA related to the
renewal of the NFS license (Ref. 1). The
NFS Erwin Plant conducts effluent and
environmental monitoring programs to
evaluate potential public health impacts
and comply with the NRC effluent and
environmental monitoring
requirements. The effluent program
monitors the airborne, liquid, and solid
waste streams produced during
operation of the NFS Plant. The
environmental program monitors the
air, surface water, sediment, soil,
groundwater, and vegetation in and
around the NFS Plant.

Airborne, liquid, and solid effluent
streams that contain radioactive
material are generated at the NFS Plant
and monitored to ensure compliance
with NRC regulations in Title 10 of the
Code of Federal Regulations (10 CFR),
Part 20. Each effluent is monitored at or
just before the point of release. The
results of effluent monitoring are
reported on a semi-annual basis to the
NRC in accordance with 10 CFR 70.59.

Airborne and liquid effluents are also
monitored for non-radiological
constituents in accordance with State
discharge permits. For the purpose of
this EA, the State of Tennessee is
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expected to set limits on effluents under
its regulatory control that are protective
of health and safety and the local
environment.

Impacts of Proposed Action

1. Normal Operations

The proposed action is limited to the
processing of uranium fluoride
compounds in the new CD Line. The
new processing line is being assembled
in an existing building. No construction
of new buildings is proposed. The
process will remove uranium fluoride
compounds from sample bottles and
convert the compounds into either
uranium oxide or uranyl nitrate. The
processes are small scale and will be
conducted inside glove boxes. The glove
boxes are designed to contain any
leakage of chemicals from the process
equipment. Based on the information
provided by NFS, the safety controls to
be employed for the proposed action
appear to be sufficient to ensure that
planned operations will have no
significant impact on the environment.

Radiological Impacts: The proposed
action involves the conversion of
uranium fluoride compounds into either
uranium oxide or uranyl nitrate. The
uranium fluoride compounds are
volatile and will be heated to a gaseous
state for removal from the sample
bottles and processing. A new high-
efficiency gaseous effluent treatment
system is being installed with the new
processing line. The combination of
processing small quantities and a new
effluent treatment system is expected to
result in a very small contribution to the
airborne effluents from all plant
operations. No significant increase is
expected in effluent air emissions
discharged through stacks at the site. In
addition, no increase is expected in
liquid effluents discharged to the
sanitary sewer. Therefore, the proposed
action will have no impact on the total
annual dose estimate for the maximally
exposed individual from all planned
effluents. The dose to workers may
increase slightly from operation of the
new processing line. However,
occupational dose is monitored and
controlled in accordance with
applicable NRC regulations; therefore,
no adverse impacts are expected.
Surface water quality at the NFS site is
currently protected by enforcing release
limits and monitoring programs. No
change in surface water impacts is
expected. The proposed action will not
discharge any effluents to the
groundwater; therefore, no adverse
impacts to groundwater are expected.

The proposed action involves
transportation of processed radioactive

material from the NFS site to DOE
facilities and transportation of waste
material from the NFS site. All
transportation will be conducted in
accordance with the applicable NRC
and U.S. Department of Transportation
regulations; therefore, no adverse
impacts from transportation activities
are expected.

Land Use: The proposed action
involves operations in existing facilities.
No new facilities will be constructed;
therefore, no adverse impact to land use
is expected.

Cultural Resources: The proposed
action involves operations in existing
facilities. The NRC staff considers this a
type of activity that does not have the
potential to affect historic properties. No
adverse impact to cultural resources is
expected.

Biotic Resources: The proposed action
will not change current land use or
cause a significant increase in effluents
at the site. Therefore, the NRC finds the
proposed action will not affect any
Federally endangered or threatened
species.

2. Potential Accidents

The proposed action will result in a
new processing line with new accident
sequences. NFS conducted an Integrated
Safety Analysis (ISA) of the new
processing line and submitted an ISA
Summary for NRC review and approval.
The ISA Summary identifies all
potential accidents that have significant
consequences and the safety controls
designated by NFS to prevent or
mitigate those consequences. The
following types of accidents were
identified:

O Criticality accidents—Enriched
uranium accumulating in critical mass
quantities under conditions favorable to
an uncontrolled chain reaction.

O Chemical accidents—Hydrofluoric
acid spills and releases of argon, carbon
dioxide and nitrogen.

© Radiological accidents—Exposure
and intake of uranium compounds.

O Fire accidents—Ignition of
combustible material in and around the
processing line.

O Environmental accidents—Spill of
hydrofluoric acid.

All environmental accident scenarios
were found to have low consequences.
This can be attributed to the relatively
small quantities of material being
processed and the containment of all
processes in glove boxes. Intermediate
and high consequences to workers are
possible and NFS has designated items
relied on for safety to make those
accidents unlikely.

3. Cumulative Impacts

NRC has considered the impacts of
the proposed action together with the
known impacts of the existing facility.
After reviewing the information
provided, the NRC concludes that the
cumulative impacts represent an
insignificant change to the existing
conditions in the area surrounding the
NFS site.

Impacts of No Action Alternative

Under the no action alternative, NFS
would not be able to process the
uranium fluoride compounds for DOE.
This would require NFS to ship the
sample bottles with the volatile uranium
fluoride compounds back to DOE or to
another processing facility. The need to
convert the compounds to a more stable
form suitable for storage or re-use would
remain. Failure to fulfill its role in
government and commercial programs
could cause these customers to select
other alternatives that may be less cost
effective and incur greater
environmental impacts. Because
impacts of the no action alternative
would likely be the same as, or greater
than, the proposed action, the no action
alternative is not further considered.

Conclusion

Based on its review, the NRC has
concluded that the environmental
impacts associated with the proposed
action are not significant and, therefore,
do not warrant preparation of an EIS.
The NRC has determined that the
proposed action, approval of the license
amendment as described, is the
preferred alternative.

Agencies and Persons Contacted

On July 10, 2008, the NRC staff
forwarded a draft of this EA to the
Deputy Director of the Division of
Radiological Health in the Tennessee
Department of Environment and
Conservation (TDEC). On August 8,
2008, the Deputy Director responded
that TDEC had reviewed the draft EA
and had no comments (Ref. 7).

The NRC staff has determined that the
proposed action will not affect listed
species or critical habitat. Therefore, no
consultation is required under Section 7
of the Endangered Species Act.
Likewise, the NRC staff has determined
that the proposed action is not the type
of activity that has the potential to cause
effects on historic properties. Therefore,
no consultation is required under
Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act.
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IIL. Finding of No Significant Impact

Pursuant to 10 CFR Part 51, the NRC
staff has considered the environmental
consequences of taking the proposed
action. On the basis of this assessment,
the Commission has concluded that
environmental impacts associated with
the proposed action would not be
significant, and the Commission is
making a finding of no significant
impact. Accordingly, the preparation of
an EIS is not warranted.

IV. Further Information

Documents related to this action,
including the application for
amendment and supporting
documentation, are available
electronically at the NRC’s Electronic
Reading Room at http://www.nre.gov/
reading-rm/adams.html. From this site,
you can access the NRC’s Agencywide
Document Access and Management
System (ADAMS), which provides text
and image files of NRC’s public
documents. The ADAMS accession
numbers for the documents related to
this notice are provided in the
references above. If you do not have
access to ADAMS or if there are
problems in accessing the documents
located in ADAMS, contact the NRC
Public Document Room (PDR) Reference
staff at 1-800-397—4209, 301-415—4737
or by e-mail to pdr.resource@nrc.gov.

These documents may also be viewed
electronically on the public computers

located at the NRC’s Public Document
Room (PDR), O 1 F21, One White Flint
North, 11555 Rockville Pike, Rockville,
MD 20852. The PDR reproduction
contractor will copy documents for a
fee.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland this 15th day
of August 2008.

For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Kevin M. Ramsey,

Senior Project Manager, Fuel Manufacturing
Branch, Division of Fuel Cycle Safety and
Safeguards, Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards.

[FR Doc. E8-20232 Filed 8-29-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

OFFICE OF PERSONNEL
MANAGEMENT

Federal Prevailing Rate Advisory
Committee; Open Committee Meetings

According to the provisions of section
10 of the Federal Advisory Committee
Act (Pub. L. 92-463), notice is hereby
given that meetings of the Federal
Prevailing Rate Advisory Committee
will be held on—

Thursday, October 16, 2008
Thursday, November 13, 2008
Thursday, December 11, 2008

The meetings will start at 10 a.m. and
will be held in Room 5A06A, U.S.
Office of Personnel Management
Building, 1900 E Street, NW.,
Washington, DC.

The Federal Prevailing Rate Advisory
Committee is composed of a Chair, five
representatives from labor unions
holding exclusive bargaining rights for
Federal blue-collar employees, and five
representatives from Federal agencies.
Entitlement to membership on the
Committee is provided for in 5 U.S.C.
5347.

The Committee’s primary
responsibility is to review the Prevailing
Rate System and other matters pertinent
to establishing prevailing rates under
subchapter IV, chapter 53, 5 U.S.C., as
amended, and from time to time advise
the U.S. Office of Personnel
Management.

These scheduled meetings will start
in open session with both labor and
management representatives attending.
During the meetings either the labor
members or the management members
may caucus separately with the Chair to
devise strategy and formulate positions.
Premature disclosure of the matters
discussed in these caucuses would
unacceptably impair the ability of the
Committee to reach a consensus on the
matters being considered and would
disrupt substantially the disposition of

its business. Therefore, these caucuses
will be closed to the public because of
a determination made by the Director of
the U.S. Office of Personnel
Management under the provisions of
section 10(d) of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (Pub. L. 92—463) and 5
U.S.C. 552b(c)(9)(B). These caucuses
may, depending on the issues involved,
constitute a substantial portion of a
meeting.

Annually, the Chair compiles a report
of pay issues discussed and concluded
recommendations. These reports are
available to the public, upon written
request to the Committee.

The public is invited to submit
material in writing to the Chair on
Federal Wage System pay matters felt to
be deserving of the Committee’s
attention. Additional information on
these meetings may be obtained by
contacting the Committee at U.S. Office
of Personnel Management, Federal
Prevailing Rate Advisory Committee,
Room 5526, 1900 E Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20415, (202) 606—2838.

Dated: August 27, 2008.
Charles E. Brooks,

Chairman, Federal Prevailing Rate Advisory
Committee.

[FR Doc. E8—20266 Filed 8—29-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6325-49-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. IA-2772; File No. 803-192]

Woodcock Financial Management
Company, LLC; Notice of Application

August 26, 2008.

AGENCY: Securities and Exchange
Commission (“SEC” or “Commission”’).
ACTION: Notice of Application for
Exemption under the Investment
Advisers Act of 1940 (‘““Advisers Act”).

Applicant: Woodcock Financial
Management Company, LLC
(“Applicant”).

Relevant Advisers Act Sections:
Exemption requested under section
202(a)(11)(G) from section 202(a)(11) of
the Advisers Act.

Summary of Application: Applicant
requests that the Commission issue an
order declaring it and its officers and
employees acting within the scope of
their employment (“Applicant
Employees”) not to be persons within
the intent of section 202(a)(11) of the
Advisers Act, which defines the term
“investment adviser.”

Filing Dates: The application was
filed on February 7, 2006 and amended
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