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business days in advance of the meeting
at http://www.safecomprogram.gov.
DATES: The meeting will take place on
Thursday, August 14, 2008, from 2 p.m.
to 3 p.m. (EST).

ADDRESSES: The session will take place
via conference call. To listen, please
send an e-mail to
david.keller@touchstone.com or call
202—449-7142 by August 13 for access
information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Luke Klein-Berndt, Department of
Homeland Security, Science and
Technology Directorate, Office for
Interoperability and Compatibility,
Washington Navy Yard, 245 Murray
Lane, SW., Building #410, Washington,
DC 20528. Telephone: (202) 254-5332.
E-mail: Luke.Klein-Berndt@dhs.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Emergency responders—emergency
medical services, fire personnel, and
law enforcement officers—need to
seamlessly exchange communications
across disciplines and jurisdictions to
successfully respond to day-to-day
incidents and large-scale emergencies.
P25 focuses on developing standards
that allow radios and other components
to interoperate, regardless of the
manufacturer. In turn, these standards
enable emergency responders to
exchange critical communications with
other disci}{lines and jurisdictions.

An initial goal of P25 is to specify
formal standards for interfaces between
the components of a land mobile radio
(LMR) system; LMR systems are
commonly used by emergency
responders in portable handheld and
mobile vehicle-mounted devices.
Although formal standards are being
developed, no process is currently in
place to confirm that equipment
advertised as P25-compliant meets all
aspects of P25 standards.

To address discrepancies between P25
standards and industry equipment,
Congress passed legislation calling for
the creation of the P25 CAP. The P25
CAP is a partnership of the DHS
Command, Control and Interoperability
Division; the Department of Commerce’s
National Institute of Standards and
Technology; industry; and the
emergency response community.

The P25 CAP works to establish a
process for ensuring that equipment
complies with P25 standards and can
interoperate across manufacturers. By
providing manufacturers with a method
to test their equipment for compliance
with P25 standards, the P25 CAP helps
emergency response officials make
informed purchasing decisions. The
program’s initial focus is on the
Common Air Interface, which allows for

over-the-air compatibility between
mobile and portable radios and tower
equipment.

For more information on the program,
please review OIC’s Charter for the
Project 25 Compliance Assessment
Program, which is available at http://
www.safecomprogram.gov.

Dated: July 14, 2008.
Luke Klein-Berndt,
P25 CAP Program Manager.
[FR Doc. E8—-17272 Filed 7-25-08; 8:45 am]
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Vermont; Major Disaster and Related
Determinations

AGENCY: Federal Emergency
Management Agency, DHS.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This is a notice of the
Presidential declaration of a major
disaster for the State of Vermont
(FEMA-1778-DR), dated July 15, 2008,
and related determinations.

EFFECTIVE DATE: July 15, 2008.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Peggy Miller, Disaster Assistance
Directorate, Federal Emergency
Management Agency, 500 C Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20472, (202) 646—3886.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is
hereby given that, in a letter dated July
15, 2008, the President declared a major
disaster under the authority of the
Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C.
5121-5207 (the Stafford Act), as follows:

I have determined that the damage in
certain areas of the State of Vermont resulting
from severe storms and flooding during the
period of June 14-17, 2008, is of sufficient
severity and magnitude to warrant a major
disaster declaration under the Robert T.
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency
Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C. 5121-5206 (the
Stafford Act). Therefore, I declare that such
a major disaster exists in the State of
Vermont.

In order to provide Federal assistance, you
are hereby authorized to allocate from funds
available for these purposes such amounts as
you find necessary for Federal disaster
assistance and administrative expenses.

You are authorized to provide Public
Assistance in the designated areas, Hazard
Mitigation throughout the State, and any
other forms of assistance under the Stafford
Act that you deem appropriate. Consistent
with the requirement that Federal assistance
be supplemental, any Federal funds provided

under the Stafford Act for Hazard Mitigation
will be limited to 75 percent of the total
eligible costs. Federal funds provided under
the Stafford Act for Public Assistance also
will be limited to 75 percent of the total
eligible costs, except for any particular
projects that are eligible for a higher Federal
cost-sharing percentage under the FEMA
Public Assistance Pilot Program instituted
pursuant to 6 U.S.C. 777. If Other Needs
Assistance under Section 408 of the Stafford
Act is later requested and warranted, Federal
funding under that program also will be
limited to 75 percent of the total eligible
costs.

Further, you are authorized to make
changes to this declaration to the extent
allowable under the Stafford Act.

The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) hereby gives notice that
pursuant to the authority vested in the
Administrator, under Executive Order
12148, as amended, Philip E. Parr, of
FEMA is appointed to act as the Federal
Coordinating Officer for this declared
disaster.

The following areas of the State of
Vermont have been designated as
adversely affected by this declared
major disaster:

Addison and Franklin Counties for Public
Assistance.

All counties within the State of Vermont
are eligible to apply for assistance under the
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program.

(The following Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance Numbers (CFDA) are to be used
for reporting and drawing funds: 97.030,
Community Disaster Loans; 97.031, Cora
Brown Fund; 97.032, Crisis Counseling;
97.033, Disaster Legal Services; 97.034,
Disaster Unemployment Assistance (DUA);
97.046, Fire Management Assistance Grant;
97.048, Disaster Housing Assistance to
Individuals and Households In Presidential
Declared Disaster Areas; 97.049, Presidential
Declared Disaster Assistance—Disaster
Housing Operations for Individuals and
Households; 97.050, Presidential Declared
Disaster Assistance to Individuals and
Households—Other Needs; 97.036, Disaster
Grants—Public Assistance (Presidentially
Declared Disasters); 97.039, Hazard
Mitigation Grant.)

R. David Paulison,

Administrator, Federal Emergency
Management Agency.

[FR Doc. E8-17225 Filed 7-25-08; 8:45 am]|
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