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these data would be used to assess the 
suitability of the wind regime to sustain 
a wind-turbine facility for electrical 
energy production. Each met tower is 
165-feet-tall (50-meters-tall) and each 
rest on a steel base plate approximately 
9 square feet (0.8 square meter) in size. 
Each met tower is supported with 
aircraft cable guy wires in four 
directions at each of six guy levels. The 
guy wire radius is 100 feet to 110 feet 
(30.5 to 33.5 meters). The guy wires are 
anchored with standard dead-man type 
anchors to a depth of 5 to 8 feet (1.5 to 
2.4 meters). The met towers are located 
within a combined footprint area of 
approximately 13 acres (5.3 hectares). 

The activities proposed to be covered 
are the construction of one met tower 
and the maintenance and operation of 
seven met towers. No listed species are 
known to inhabit the area in the 
immediate vicinity of the towers, 
however, incidental take may occur via 
collision of individual animals flying 
through the air space occupied by the 
towers and guy wires. Removal of 
invasive plants in the mitigation area 
may also result in take in the form of 
disturbance of the covered species. 

Incidental take of covered species 
may occur as a result of these proposed 
covered activities. The Applicant 
proposes to minimize, mitigate, and 
monitor the impacts of taking listed 
species by implementing the following 
measures: (1) Siting the towers as far 
from the island’s Hawaiian petrel 
colony and Newell’s shearwater nesting 
habitat as possible; (2) marking towers 
and guy wires with bird diverters and 
flagging to increase visibility; (3) 
monitoring towers for dead or injured 
birds and bats throughout the period 
they are operated; (4) conducting 
predator control within the island’s 
Hawaiian petrel colony, Newell’s 
shearwater nesting habitat and hoary bat 
habitat; (5) conducting predator control 
at the island’s wastewater treatment 
plant where Hawaiian stilts nest; and (6) 
removing invasive plants, primarily 
strawberry guava (Psidium cattleianum), 
to facilitate the re-establishment of 
native vegetation within forest habitat 
adjacent to the Hawaiian petrel colony 
and within Newell’s shearwater and 
hoary bat habitat. 

Our EA considers the direct, indirect, 
and cumulative effects of the proposed 
action of permit issuance, including the 
measures that would be implemented to 
minimize and mitigate such impacts. 
The EA contains an analysis of three 
alternatives: (1) No Action (no permit 
issuance and the met towers would be 
removed); (2) the Proposed Action (with 
issuance of the permit and 
implementation of the HCP); and (3) the 

use of monopole met towers. Under the 
third alternative, met towers that do not 
require the use of guy wires but require 
a much larger foundation would be 
constructed. 

This notice is provided pursuant to 
section 10(c) of the ESA and NEPA 
regulations (40 CFR 1506.6). The public 
process for the proposed Federal action 
will be completed after the public 
comment period, at which time we will 
evaluate the permit application, the 
HCP and associated documents, and 
comments submitted thereon to 
determine whether the application 
meets the requirements of section 10(a) 
of the ESA and NEPA regulations. If we 
determine that those requirements are 
met, we will issue an incidental take 
permit to the Applicant. 

Dated: May 28, 2008. 
David J. Wesley, 
Deputy Regional Director, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Region 1, Portland, Oregon. 
[FR Doc. E8–15417 Filed 7–7–08; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: This notice advises the public 
that the Fred M. van Eck Forest 
Foundation (Applicant) has applied to 
the Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) 
for an enhancement of survival permit 
pursuant to Section 10(a)(1)(A) of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended (Act). The permit application 
includes a proposed Safe Harbor 
Agreement (Agreement) between the 
Applicant and the Service for the 
threatened northern spotted owl (Strix 
occidentalis caruina). The proposed 
Agreement and permit would remain in 
effect for 90 years. We request 
comments from the public on the permit 
application and an Environmental 
Action Statement that has been 
prepared to comply with the National 
Environmental Policy Act. 
DATES: Written comments should be 
received on or before August 7, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: Send written comments to 
Mr. Michael Long, Field Supervisor, 

Fish and Wildlife Service, 1655 
Heindon Road, Arcata, California 95521. 
You also may send comments by 
facsimile to (707) 822–8411. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
John Hunter (ADDRESSES) (707) 822– 
7201. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
Under a Safe Harbor Agreement, 

participating landowners voluntarily 
undertake management activities on 
their property to enhance, restore, or 
maintain habitat benefiting species 
listed under the Act. Safe Harbor 
Agreements, and the subsequent 
enhancement of survival permits that 
are issued pursuant to Section 
10(a)(1)(A) of the Act (15 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.), encourage private and other non- 
Federal property owners to implement 
conservation efforts for listed species, 
by assuring property owners that they 
will not be subject to increased land use 
restriction as a result of efforts to attract 
or increase the numbers or distribution 
of a listed species on their property. 
Application requirements and issuance 
criteria for enhancement of survival 
permits through Safe Harbor 
Agreements are found in 50 CFR 
17.22(c) and 17.32(c). 

We have worked with the Fred M. van 
Eck Forest Foundation to develop a Safe 
Harbor Agreement for the creation and 
enhancement of habitat for the northern 
spotted owl on four Fred M. van Eck 
Forest Foundation properties totaling 
2,163 acres in Humboldt County, 
California. The term of the proposed 
Agreement is 90 years. Currently the 
properties support 1,730 acres of 
northern spotted owl nesting and 
roosting habitat and one northern 
spotted owl activity center. We 
anticipate that under the northern 
spotted owl habitat creation and 
enhancement timber management 
regime proposed in the Agreement, 
approximately 1,947 acres of nesting 
and roosting habitat and potentially up 
to five northern spotted owl activity 
centers could exist on the property at 
the end of 90 years. The proposed Safe 
Harbor Agreement does not provide for 
a return to baseline conditions at the 
end of the Agreement term. Instead, the 
Agreement provides that if more than 
five northern spotted owl activity 
centers should become established on 
the property during the 90 year term, 
the Applicant would be allowed to 
remove such additional activity centers 
during the Agreement period. Under the 
Agreement, Fred M. van Eck Forest 
Foundation will: (1) Conduct surveys 
annually to determine the locations and 
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reproductive status of any northern 
spotted owls; (2) protect up to five 
activity centers (locations where owls 
are observed nesting or roosting) with a 
no-harvest area that buffers the activity 
center by no less than 100 feet; (3) 
utilize selective timber harvest methods 
such that suitable nesting habitat is 
maintained within 300 feet of each 
activity center; (4) limit noise 
disturbance from timber harvest 
operations within 1,000 feet of an active 
nest during the breeding season; and (5) 
manage all second growth redwood 
timber on the property in a manner that 
maintains or creates suitable nesting 
and roosting habitat over time. 

Consistent with our Safe Harbor 
Policy, we propose to issue a 90 year 
permit to Fred M. van Eck Forest 
Foundation authorizing take of northern 
spotted owls incidental to timber 
harvest operations carried out in 
accordance with the habitat 
management provisions in the 
Agreement. Specifically, if more than 
five northern spotted owl activity 
centers become established on the 
property, take of northern spotted owls 
associated with the effects of timber 
harvest on such additional northern 
spotted owl activity centers would be 
authorized under the incidental take 
permit during the 90 year permit term. 
At the end of the 90 year Agreement and 
permit term, no further take of northern 
spotted owls would be allowed unless 
the Safe Harbor Agreement and 
incidental take permit are renewed or 
extended. The development and 
maintenance of high-quality habitat in a 
matrix of private timberland subject to 
even-aged management regimes will 
provide a relatively stable habitat 
condition that we believe will provide 
high productivity for multiple 
generations of spotted owls. Therefore, 
the cumulative impact of the Agreement 
and the activities it covers, which are 
facilitated by the allowable incidental 
take, is expected to provide a net 
conservation benefit to the northern 
spotted owl. 

Public Review and Comments 

Individuals wishing copies of the 
permit application, the Environmental 
Action Statement, or copies of the full 
text of the Safe Harbor Agreement, 
including a map of the proposed permit 
area, references, and legal descriptions 
of the proposed permit area, should 
contact the office and personnel listed 
in the ADDRESSES section. Documents 
will also be available for public 
inspection, by appointment, during 
normal business hours at this office (see 
ADDRESSES). 

We invite the public to review the 
Safe Harbor Agreement and 
Environmental Action Statement during 
a 30-day public comment period (see 
DATES). Before including your address, 
phone number, e-mail address, or other 
personal identifying information in your 
comment, you should be aware that 
your entire comment—including your 
personal identifying information—may 
be made publicly available at any time. 
While you may ask us in your comment 
to withhold your personal identifying 
information from public review, we 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
do so. 

We provide this notice pursuant to 
Section 10(c) of the Act. We will 
evaluate the permit application, 
associated documents, and comments 
submitted therein to determine whether 
the permit application meets the 
requirements of Section 10(a) of the Act 
and NEPA regulations. If, upon 
completion of the 30-day comment 
period, we determine that the 
requirements are met, we will sign the 
Agreement and issue an enhancement of 
survival permit under Section 
10(a)(1)(A) of the Act to Fred M. van Eck 
Forest Foundation for take of northern 
spotted owls incidental to otherwise 
lawful activities in accordance with the 
terms of the Agreement. 

Dated: June 12, 2008. 
Michael M. Long, 
Field Supervisor, Arcata Fish and Wildlife 
Office, Arcata, California. 
[FR Doc. E8–15365 Filed 7–7–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–55–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Land Management 

[AA–8101–08; AK–964–1410–KC–P] 

Alaska Native Claims Selection 

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of decision approving 
lands for conveyance. 

SUMMARY: As required by 43 CFR 
2650.7(d), notice is hereby given that an 
appealable decision approving the 
subsurface estate in certain lands for 
conveyance pursuant to the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act will be 
issued to The Aleut Corporation. The 
lands are in the vicinity of Umnak 
Island, Alaska, and are located in: 

Seward Meridian, Alaska 

T. 78 S., R. 129 W., 
Secs. 1 to 23, inclusive; 
Secs. 26 to 33, inclusive. 
Containing approximately 19,658 acres. 

T. 79 S., R. 129 W., 
Secs. 4, 5, and 6. 
Containing approximately 1,905 acres. 

T. 79 S., R. 130 W., 
Secs. 1 to 6, inclusive; 
Secs. 8, 9, and 16. 
Containing approximately 5,745 acres. 
Aggregating approximately 27,308 acres. 

Notice of the decision will also be 
published four times in the Dutch 
Harbor Fisherman. 
DATES: The time limits for filing an 
appeal are: 

1. Any party claiming a property 
interest which is adversely affected by 
the decision shall have until August 7, 
2008 to file an appeal. 

2. Parties receiving service of the 
decision by certified mail shall have 30 
days from the date of receipt to file an 
appeal. 

Parties who do not file an appeal in 
accordance with the requirements of 43 
CFR Part 4, Subpart E, shall be deemed 
to have waived their rights. 
ADDRESSES: A copy of the decision may 
be obtained from: Bureau of Land 
Management, Alaska State Office, 222 
West Seventh Avenue, #13, Anchorage, 
Alaska 99513–7504. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: The 
Bureau of Land Management by phone 
at 907–271–5960, or by e-mail at 
ak.blm.conveyance@ak.blm.gov. Persons 
who use a telecommunication device 
(TTD) may call the Federal Information 
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1–800–877– 
8330, 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, to contact the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

Hillary Woods, 
Land Law Examiner, Land Transfer 
Adjudication I. 
[FR Doc. E8–15412 Filed 7–7–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–JA–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Land Management 

[NV–025–1220–PC–020F; 8–08807; TAS: 
14X1109] 

Final Supplementary Rules on Public 
Land in Humboldt, Pershing and 
Washoe Counties, NV 

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Final Supplementary Rules. 

SUMMARY: The Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) Winnemucca Field 
Office, Nevada, and Surprise Field 
Office, California, are issuing new 
supplementary rules for the Black Rock 
Desert-High Rock Canyon Emigrant 
Trails National Conservation Area 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 15:11 Jul 07, 2008 Jkt 214001 PO 00000 Frm 00060 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\08JYN1.SGM 08JYN1eb
en

th
al

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

P
C

60
 w

ith
 N

O
T

IC
E

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-06-05T03:33:33-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




