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missing information following the 
meeting in order to prevent a 
recommendation from being considered 
incomplete. 

A summary of the proposed new 
codes and the payment 
recommendations that are presented 
during the public meeting will be 
posted on our Web site by early 
September 2008 and can be accessed at 
http://www.cms.hhs.gov/ 
ClinicalLabFeeSched. 

In addition, the summary will list 
other comments received by July 29, 
2008 or 15 days after the meeting. The 
summary will also display CMS’ 
proposed payment determinations, an 
explanation of the reasons for each 
determination, and the data on which 
the determinations are based. Interested 
parties may submit written comments 
on the tentative payment determinations 
by September 19, 2008 to the address 
specified in the ADDRESSES section of 
the summary. Final payment 
determinations will be posted on our 
Web site during October 2008 together 
with the rationale for each 
determination, the data on which the 
determinations are based, responses to 
comments, and suggestions received 
from the public. 

After the final payment 
determinations have been posted on our 
Web site, the public may request 
reconsideration of the payment 
determinations as set forth in 42 CFR 
414.509. See also 72 FR 66275 through 
66280. 

III. Registration Instructions 
We are coordinating the public 

meeting registration. Beginning June 16, 
2008, registration may be completed on- 
line at http://www.cms.hhs.gov/ 
ClinicalLabFeeSched. The following 
information must be submitted when 
registering: Name; company name; 
address; telephone number(s); and E- 
mail address(es). 

When registering, individuals who 
want to make a presentation must also 
specify on which new clinical 
laboratory test code(s) they will be 
presenting comments. A confirmation 
will be sent upon receipt of the 
registration. 

Registration Deadline: Individuals 
must register by July 9, 2008. 

IV. Security, Building, and Parking 
Guidelines 

The meeting will be held in a Federal 
government building; therefore, Federal 
security measures are applicable. In 
planning your arrival time, we 
recommend allowing additional time to 
clear security. In order to gain access to 
the building and grounds, participants 

must bring a government-issued photo 
identification and a copy of your written 
meeting registration confirmation. 
Persons without proper identification 
may be denied access to the building. 

Individuals who are not registered in 
advance will not be permitted to enter 
the building and will not be able to 
attend the meeting. The public may not 
enter the building earlier than 30 to 45 
minutes prior to the convening of the 
meeting. 

Security measures also include 
inspection of vehicles, inside and out, at 
the entrance to the grounds. In addition, 
all persons entering the building must 
pass through a metal detector. All items 
brought to CMS, whether personal or for 
the purpose of demonstration or to 
support a presentation, are subject to 
inspection. 

V. Special Accommodations 

Individuals attending a meeting who 
are hearing or visually impaired and 
have special requirements, or a 
condition that requires special 
assistance, should provide the 
information upon registering for the 
meeting. 
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program No. 93.773, Medicare—Hospital 
Insurance Program; and No. 93.774, 
Medicare—Supplementary Medical 
Insurance Program) 

Dated: May 29, 2008. 
Kerry Weems, 
Acting Administrator, Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services. 
[FR Doc. E8–13097 Filed 6–12–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4120–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

National Institutes of Health 

National Center for Research 
Resources; Notice of Closed Meeting 

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice 
is hereby given of the following 
meeting. 

The meeting will be closed to the 
public in accordance with the 
provisions set forth in sections 
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C., 
as amended. The grant applications and 
the discussions could disclose 
confidential trade secrets or commercial 
property such as patentable material, 
and personal information concerning 
individuals associated with the grant 
applications, the disclosure of which 
would constitute a clearly unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy. 

Name of Committee: National Center for 
Research Resources, Special Emphasis Panel, 
SNP SEP. 

Date: July 16, 2008. 
Time: 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Agenda: To review and evaluate grant 

applications. 
Place: National Institutes of Health, One 

Democracy Plaza, 6701 Democracy 
Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20892 (Telephone 
Conference Call). 

Contact Person: John R. Glowa, PhD, 
Scientific Review Officer, National Center 
For Research Resources, or National 
Institutes of Health, 6701 Democracy Blvd., 
1 Democracy Plaza, Room 1078, MSC 4874, 
Bethesda, MD 20892–4874, 301–435–0807, 
glowaj@mail.nih.gov. 

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Nos. 93.306, Comparative Medicine; 
93.333, Clinical Research; 93.371, Biomedical 
Technology; 93.389, Research Infrastructure, 
93.306, 93.333, National Institutes of Health, 
HHS) 

Dated: June 5, 2008. 
Anna Snouffer, 
Deputy Director, Office of Federal Advisory 
Committee Policy. 
[FR Doc. E8–13167 Filed 6–12–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4140–01–M 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 
HUMAN SERVICES 

National Institutes of Health 

National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
Institute; Notice of Closed Meeting 

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice 
is hereby given of the following 
meeting. 

The meeting will be closed to the 
public in accordance with the 
provisions set forth in sections 
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C., 
as amended. The grant applications and 
the discussions could disclose 
confidential trade secrets or commercial 
property such as patentable material, 
and personal information concerning 
individuals associated with the grant 
applications, the disclosure of which 
would constitute a clearly unwarranted 
invasion of personal privacy. 

Name of Committee: National Heart, Lung, 
and Blood Institute, Special Emphasis Panel, 
NRSA Short-Term Research Training (T35’s). 

Date: July 2, 2008. 
Time: 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 
Agenda: To review and evaluate grant 

applications. 
Place: National Institutes of Health, 

Rockledge Two, 6701 Rockledge Drive Room 
7186, Bethesda, MD 20892 (Telephone 
Conference Call). 

Contact Person: Keith A. Mintzer, PhD, 
Scientific Review Officer, Review Branch/ 
DERA, National Heart, Lung, and Blood 
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Institute, 6701 Rockledge Drive, Room 7186, 
Bethesda, MD 20892–7924, 301–435–0280, 
mintzerk@nhlbi.nih.gov. 

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Nos. 93.233, National Center for 
Sleep Disorders Research; 93.837, Heart and 
Vascular Diseases Research; 93.838, Lung 
Diseases Research; 93.839, Blood Diseases 
and Resources Research, National Institutes 
of Health, HHS) 

Dated: June 5, 2008. 
Anna Snouffer, 
Deputy Director, Office of Federal Advisory 
Committee Policy. 
[FR Doc. E8–13169 Filed 6–12–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4140–01–M 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

Office of the Secretary 

Notice Designating Jackson State 
University as a DHS Center of 
Excellence for Natural Disasters, 
Coastal Infrastructure and Emergency 
Management as Education Lead 
Institution 

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, 
Department of Homeland Security. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of Homeland 
Security has designated Jackson State 
University as a DHS Center of 
Excellence for Natural Disasters, Coastal 
Infrastructure and Emergency 
Management, Education Lead 
Institution. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Bryan Roberts, Program Manager, 
University Programs, Science and 
Technology Directorate, Department of 
Homeland Security, Washington, DC 
20528; telephone 202–254–5738, 
facsimile 202–254–6179; e-mail 
bryan.roberts@dhs.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
Section 308 of the Homeland Security 

Act of 2002, Public Law 107–296, (the 
‘‘Homeland Security Act’’), as amended 
by the Consolidated Appropriations 
Resolution 2003, Public Law 108–7, and 
as codified in Title 6 of the United 
States Code Chapter I Subchapter III 
section 188(b)(2) [6 U.S.C. 188(b)(2)], 
directs the Department of Homeland 
Security (‘‘Department’’) to sponsor 
extramural research, development, 
demonstration, testing and evaluation 
programs relating to homeland security. 
As part of this program, the Department 
has established a coordinated system of 
university-based centers for homeland 
security (the ‘‘Centers’’). 

The Centers are envisioned to be an 
integral component of the Department’s 
capability to anticipate, prevent, 
respond to, and recover from terrorist 
attacks. The Centers will leverage 
multidisciplinary capabilities and fill 
gaps in current knowledge. 

Title 6 U.S.C. 188(b)(2)(B) lists 
fourteen areas of substantive expertise 
that, if demonstrated, might qualify 
universities for designation as 
university-based centers. The listed 
areas of expertise include: (1) The 
training of first responders; (2) 
responding to incidents involving 
weapons of mass destruction and 
biological warfare; (3) emergency and 
diagnostic medical services; (4) 
chemical, biological, radiological and 
nuclear countermeasures or detection; 
(5) animal and plant health and 
diagnostics; (6) food safety; (7) water 
and wastewater operations; (8) port and 
waterway security; (9) multi-modal 
transportation; (10) information security 
and information engineering; (11) 
engineering; (12) educational outreach 
and technical assistance; (13) border 
and transportation security; and (14) the 
public policy implications and public 
dissemination of homeland security 
relevant research and development. 
However, the list is not exclusive. 6 
U.S.C. 188(b)(2)(C) gives the Secretary 
discretion to except certain criteria 
specified in 6 U.S.C. 188(b)(2)(B) and 
consider additional criteria beyond 
those specified in 6 U.S.C. 188(b)(2)(B) 
in selecting universities for this 
program, as long as the Department 
issues a Federal Register notice 
explaining the criteria used for the 
designation. 

Criteria 
In response to Congressional direction 

contained in the Conference Report for 
the Fiscal Year 2007 Department of 
Homeland Security Appropriations Act, 
the DHS Under Secretary for Science 
and Technology developed a plan in 
November 2006 to establish new DHS 
Centers of Excellence in high priority 
science and technology areas which 
aligned to the DHS Science and 
Technology Directorate’s research 
portfolios and for which DHS 
determined there were significant gaps 
in scientific understanding and 
technological development. These areas 
included: 1. Natural Disasters, Coastal 
Infrastructure and Emergency 
Management, 2. Explosives Detection, 
Mitigation and Response, 3. Maritime, 
Island and Remote Environment 
Security, and 4. Border Security and 
Immigration. Research in these areas 
will contribute significantly to the 
Department’s ability to enhance 

homeland security and the safety of our 
citizens from both natural and man- 
made threats. 

The criteria for designation for this 
new Center of Excellence (COE) for 
Natural Disasters, Coastal Infrastructure 
and Emergency Management is 
demonstrated expertise in conducting 
fundamental research into the issues 
and challenges in predicting, preparing 
for, preventing damages from, 
responding to, and recovering from 
natural disasters in coastal areas. The 
Center will develop research and 
education programs to improve 
understanding of, preparation for, and 
responses to natural disasters, with a 
particular emphasis on flooding and 
hurricanes. The Center will align with 
DHS S&T’s Infrastructure and 
Geophysical Division and will develop 
approaches and train future 
professionals to reduce serious threats 
to American life and property for many 
years. Specifically, the Center will 
conduct basic and transformational 
research on coastal issues in the 
following areas: (1) Natural hazards of 
the coastal region (e.g., flooding from 
hurricanes or storm surges); (2) 
Innovative and comprehensive regional 
flood water management, including 
technical approaches and options to 
prevent damages from, mitigate, and 
recover from flooding incidents, and 
development of better understanding of 
land-water interactions; (3) Approaches 
to safeguarding public-sector coastal 
infrastructure and meeting other public- 
sector needs in crises; and (4) Coastal 
regional planning, governance, 
resilience, and unified comprehensive 
risk-based decision support tools, 
particularly for natural disasters 
warranting emergency measures. These 
tools include social, political, and 
economic studies on the public sector 
workforce and on new networks, 
institutions, or associations that might 
be devised as test beds to be effective in 
the coastal region, tailored to the 
region’s socio-economic, governance, 
and geographic features. 

Announcement of Funding 
Opportunities and Competition 

In February 2007, the Department 
established a competitive process and 
requested white papers and proposals 
from universities that wished to be 
designated as DHS Centers of Excellence 
in: 1. Natural Disasters, Coastal 
Infrastructure and Emergency 
Management, 2. Explosives Detection, 
Mitigation and Response, 3. Maritime, 
Island and Remote Environment 
Security, or 4. Border Security and 
Immigration. The funding opportunity 
announcements for these four Centers of 
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