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qualified policies or certificates for a 
reporting period. 

(b) Specific requirements. Insurers of 
qualified long-term care insurance 
policies must submit the following data 
to the Secretary by the deadlines 
specified in paragraph (c) of this 
section: 

(1) Registry of active individual and 
group partnership qualified policies or 
certificates. (i) Insurers must submit 
data on— 

(A) Any insured individual who held 
an active partnership qualified policy or 
certificate at any point during a 
reporting period, even if the policy or 
certificate was subsequently cancelled, 
lost partnership qualified status, or 
otherwise terminated during the 
reporting period; and 

(B) All active group long-term care 
partnership qualified insurance policies, 
even if the identity of the individual 
policy/certificate holder is unavailable. 

(ii) The data required under paragraph 
(b)(1)(i) of this section must cover a 
6-month reporting period of January 
through June 30 or July 1 through 
December 31 of each year; and 

(iii) The data must include, but are 
not limited to— 

(A) Current identifying information 
on the insured individual; 

(B) The name of the insurance 
company and issuing State; 

(C) The effective date and terms of 
coverage under the policy. 

(D) The annual premium. 
(E) The coverage period. 
(F) Other information, as specified by 

the Secretary in ‘‘State Long-Term Care 
Partnership Insurer Reporting 
Instructions.’’ 

(2) Claims paid under partnership 
qualified policies or certificates. 
Insurers must submit data on all 
partnership qualified policies or 
certificates for which the insurer paid at 
least one claim during the reporting 
period. This includes data for employer- 
paid core plans and buy-up plans 
without individual insured data. The 
data must— 

(i) Cover a quarterly reporting period 
of 3 months; 

(ii) Include, but are not limited to— 
(A) Current identifying information 

on the insured individual; 
(B) The type and cash amount of the 

benefits paid during the reporting 
period and lifetime to date; 

(C) Remaining lifetime benefits; 
(D) Other information, as specified by 

the Secretary in ‘‘State Long-Term Care 
Partnership Insurer Reporting 
Instructions.’’ 

§ 144.208 Deadlines for submission of 
reports. 

(a) Transition provision for insurers 
who have issued or exchanged a 
qualified partnership policy prior to the 
effective date of these regulations. The 
first reports required for these insurers 
will be the reports that pertain to the 
reporting period that begins no more 
than 120 days after the effective date of 
the final regulations. 

(b) All reports on the registry of 
qualified long-term care insurance 
policies issued to individual and 
individuals under group coverage 
specified in § 144.206(b)(1)(ii) must be 
submitted within 30 days of the end of 
the 6-month reporting period. 

(c) All reports on the claims paid 
under qualified long-term care 
insurance policies issued to individual 
and individuals under group coverage 
specified in § 144.206(b)(2)(i) must be 
submitted within 30 days of the end of 
the 3-month quarterly reporting period. 

§ 144.210 Form and manner of reports. 

All reports specified in § 144.206 
must be submitted in the form and 
manner specified by the Secretary in 
insurer reporting instructions. 

§ 144.212 Confidentiality of information. 

Data collected and reported under the 
requirements of this subpart are subject 
to the confidentiality of information 
requirements specified in regulations 
under 42 CFR part 401, subpart B, and 
45 CFR part 5, subpart F. 

§ 144.214 Notifications of noncompliance 
with reporting requirements. 

If an insurer of a qualified long-term 
care insurance policy does not submit 
the required reports by the due dates 
specified in this subpart, the Secretary 
notifies the appropriate State insurance 
commissioner within 45 days after the 
deadline for submission of the 
information and data specified in 
§ 144.208. 
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program No. 93.778, Medical Assistance 
Program) 

Dated: February 12, 2008. 
Ben Sasse, 
Assistant Secretary for Planning and 
Evaluation. 

Dated: February 12, 2008. 
Michael O. Leavitt, 
Secretary. 

Editorial Note: The Office of the Federal 
Register received this document on May 20, 
2008.] 
[FR Doc. E8–11559 Filed 5–22–08; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the 
Western Pacific Fishery Management 
Council proposes to amend the Fishery 
Management Plan for the Precious 
Corals Fisheries of the Western Pacific 
Region (Amendment 7). If approved by 
the Secretary of Commerce, Amendment 
7 would designate the Au’au Channel, 
Hawaii, black coral bed as an 
‘‘Established Bed’’ with a harvest quota 
of 5,000 kg every two years that applies 
to Federal and State of Hawaii waters, 
and establish a 5–year moratorium on 
the harvest of gold coral throughout the 
U.S. western Pacific. The proposed 
amendment is intended to prevent 
overfishing and achieve optimum yield 
of precious coral resources. 
DATES: Comments on Amendment 7, 
which includes an environmental 
assessment, must be received by July 22, 
2008. 
ADDRESSES: Comments on the 
amendment, identified by 0648–AV30, 
may be sent to either of the following 
addresses: 

• Electronic Submission: Submit all 
electronic public comments via the 
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal 
www.regulations.gov; or 

• Mail: William L. Robinson, 
Regional Administrator, NMFS, Pacific 
Islands Region (PIR), 1601 Kapiolani 
Blvd., Suite 1110, Honolulu, HI 96814– 
4700. 

Instructions: All comments received 
are a part of the public record and will 
generally be posted to 
www.regulations.gov without change. 
All Personal Identifying Information 
(e.g., name, address, etc.) submitted 
voluntarily by the commenter may be 
publicly accessible. Do not submit 
Confidential Business Information, or 
otherwise sensitive or protected 
information. NMFS will accept 
anonymous comments. Attachments to 
electronic comments will be accepted in 
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Microsoft Word or Excel, WordPerfect, 
or Adobe PDF file formats only. 

Copies of Amendment 7, including an 
environmental assessment, are available 
from the Western Pacific Fishery 
Management Council (Council), 1164 
Bishop St., Suite 1400, Honolulu, HI 
96813, tel 808–522–8220, fax 808–522– 
8226, or web site www.wpcouncil.org. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Brett Wiedoff, NMFS PIR, 808–944– 
2272. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
Federal Register document is also 
accessible at the Office of the Federal 
Register at www.gpoaccess.gov/fr. 

Precious coral fisheries in the U.S. 
western Pacific are managed under the 
Fishery Management Plan for the 
Precious Corals Fisheries of the Western 
Pacific Region (FMP), which was 
developed by the Council, approved by 
the Secretary of Commerce, and 
implemented by NMFS. The Council 
has submitted Amendment 7 to NMFS 
for review under the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act. This document announces that the 
amendment is available for public 
review and comment for 60 days. NMFS 
will consider public comments received 
during the comment period with respect 
to the approval, partial approval, or 
disapproval of Amendment 7. 

Research has shown that the biomass 
of the Au’au Channel black coral 
population has decreased by at least 25 
percent in the last 30 years. Data 
collected during submersible dives 

showed a decline in both recruitment 
and relative abundance of legal-sized 
black coral colonies. The decline in 
recruitment may be related to 
competition with alien coral species and 
fishing pressure. The highly-invasive 
soft coral, Carijoa riisei, has been found 
overgrowing large areas of black coral 
habitat, particularly in deep water 
between 80–110 m. Additionally, 
fishery harvests of shallower black coral 
populations have been increasing, 
stressing these populations further. 

In Amendment 7, the Council 
recommends that Au’au Channel black 
corals be designated as an ‘‘Established 
Bed’’ with a harvest quota of 5,000 kg 
every two years. This quota would 
apply in both Federal and State of 
Hawaii waters, and all existing Federal 
gear and size restrictions would 
continue to apply. 

Current estimates of the linear growth 
rate for gold coral is about 6.6 cm/yr, 
suggesting that large colonies are 
relatively young. These estimates are 
based on the assumption that growth 
rings are laid down annually, as in other 
precious corals (e.g., black and pink 
corals). Recent research on the growth of 
gold corals, however, has found that 
gold corals may grow much slower, 
possibly 0.004 to 0.0014 cm/yr. Such 
growth rates indicate that some gold 
coral colonies are thousands of years old 
and, thus, susceptible to over- 
harvesting. 

Unlike the active black coral fishery 
in Hawaii, the gold coral fishery in the 

U.S. western Pacific is currently 
dormant. With recent research results 
that challenge current assumptions 
about gold coral growth rates, the 
Council is also recommending in 
Amendment 7 a 5–year moratorium on 
the harvest of gold corals, during which 
time research will be conducted on gold 
coral age structures, growth rates, and 
correlations between length and age. 
The research results would be 
considered by the Council and NMFS 
prior to the expiration of the five-year 
moratorium on harvesting. 

The actions recommended by the 
Council are intended to prevent 
overfishing and achieve optimum yield 
of black corals, and to prevent 
overfishing and stimulate research on 
gold corals. 

Public comments on the proposed 
amendment must be received by July 22, 
2008 to be considered by NMFS in the 
decision to approve, partially approve, 
or disapprove the amendment. A 
proposed rule to implement the 
amendment has been submitted for 
Secretarial review and approval. NMFS 
expects to publish and request public 
comment on the proposed rule in the 
near future. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: May 16 2008. 
Emily H. Menashes, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. E8–11536 Filed 5–22–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S 
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