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Estimated Time Per Response: 18 
minutes for Catcher Vessel trawl gear 
daily fishing logbook (DFL); 28 minutes 
for Catcher Vessel longline and pot gear 
DFL; 30 minutes for Catcher/processor 
trawl gear daily cumulative production 
logbook (DCPL); 41 minutes for Catcher/ 
processor longline and pot gear DCPL; 
31 minutes for Shoreside processor 
DCPL; 31 minutes for Mothership DCPL; 
8 minutes for Shoreside Processor 
Check-in/Check-out Report; 7 minutes 
for Mothership or Catcher/processor 
Check-in/Check-out Report; 11 minutes 
for Product transfer report; 17 minutes 
for Weekly Production Report; 11 
minutes for Daily Production Report; 5 
minutes to electronically submit the 
Weekly Production Report; 5 minutes to 
electronically submit the Check-in/ 
Check-out Report; 35 minutes for 
Weekly Cumulative Mothership ADF&G 
Fish Tickets; 14 minutes for U.S. Vessel 
Activity Report; and 23 minutes for 
buying station report. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 35,504. 

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $187,000. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: April 1, 2008. 

Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. E8–7110 Filed 4–4–08; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and the 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before June 6, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue NW., 
Washington DC 20230 (or via Internet at 
dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instruments and instructions should be 
directed to Craig Cockrell, (301) 713– 
2347 or craig.cockrell@noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 
Under current regulations, the 

National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS) may select for observer 
coverage any fishing trip by a vessel that 
has a permit for Atlantic Highly 
Migratory Species (HMS), notifies vessel 
owners, in writing, when their vessels 
have been selected. The owners of those 
vessels are then required to notify 
NMFS before commencing any fishing 
trip for Atlantic HMS. The notification 
allows NMFS to arrange for observer 
placements and assignments. 

The vessels are selected randomly 
from a list of active vessels that have 
reported landings of targeted species 
during the previous year. Observers are 
placed aboard vessels to collect, among 
other things, information on species 
caught, catch disposition, gear, effort, 
and bycatch. The information is used in 
stock assessments to estimate rates of 
bycatch of non-targeted and protected 
species such as sea turtles, and to 
improve overall management of the 
fishery. 

A Biological Opinion (BiOp) issued 
on June 1, 2004, under the Endangered 

Species Act, requires a minimum of 
eight percent observer coverage in the 
pelagic longline fishery. In order to 
better monitor incidental landings of 
bluefin tuna in the Gulf of Mexico 
during bluefin tuna spawning season, 
pelagic longline vessels fishing in the 
gulf will be subject to 100 percent 
observer coverage from March 9–June 9 
(41 vessels). 

The shark bottom longline observer 
program has set a target of five percent 
observer coverage in the shark bottom 
longline fishery. A BiOp issued in 
October 2003 requires NMFS to 
maintain or increase this level of 
observer coverage. Additionally, 
upcoming management measures will 
establish a shark research fishery 
including approximately 10 vessels with 
100 percent coverage throughout the 
year. Observer coverage for the shark 
gillnet fishery fluctuates from 
approximately 50 percent to 100 
percent, depending on the time of year. 
Although technically not required, 
vessels operating in other HMS fisheries 
may be selected for observer coverage 
depending on factors including limited 
funding. The burden estimates include 
a ten percent adjustment upward from 
current levels to account for future 
expansion of observer coverage other 
fisheries. 

II. Method of Collection 

The notification may be made by 
phone, fax, or in writing prior to each 
trip for which a vessel is selected. A 
form is provided by NMFS for written 
responses. 

III. Data 

OMB Number: 0648–0374. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Business or other for- 

profit organizations. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

241. 
Estimated Time Per Response: 2 

minutes. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 166 hours. 
Estimated Total Annual Cost to 

Public: $2,488. 

IV. Request for Comments 

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
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collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology. 

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record. 

Dated: April 1, 2008. 
Gwellnar Banks, 
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer. 
[FR Doc. E8–7111 Filed 4–4–08; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The South Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council (Council) intends 
to prepare a DEIS to assess the impacts 
on the natural and human environment 
of the management measures proposed 
in its revised draft Amendment 18 to the 
Fishery Management Plan for the 
Snapper-Grouper Fishery of the South 
Atlantic Region (FMP). 
DATES: Written comments on the scope 
of issues to be addressed in the DEIS 
must be received by 5 p.m., eastern 
time, on May 16, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
by any of the following methods: 

• E-mail: 0648–XG63@noaa.gov. 
• Fax: 727–824–5308, Attn: Kate 

Michie. 
• Mail: Kate Michie, Southeast 

Regional Office, NMFS, 263 13th 
Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 
33701.Scoping documents are available 
at the Council’s Web site at 
www.safmc.net. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kim 
Iverson, Public Information Officer, 
South Atlantic Fisheries Management 
Council, 4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite 

201, North Charleston, SC 29405; 
phone: 843–571–4366, toll free 1–866– 
SAFMC–10; fax: 843–769–4520; e-mail: 
Kim.Iverson@safmc.net. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
snapper-grouper fishery off the South 
Atlantic states in the exclusive 
economic zone is managed under the 
FMP. Following Council preparation, 
the FMP was approved and 
implemented by NMFS under that 
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act) in March 
of 1983. 

An NOI for Amendment 18 was 
published January 22, 2008 (73 FR 
3701); however, the plan amendment 
contained in that notice considered the 
implementation of a limited access 
privilege (LAP) program for the 
commercial snapper-grouper fishery in 
the South Atlantic. The Council has 
postponed consideration of a LAP 
program to a future amendment, and 
different actions are now being 
considered in Amendment 18. This NOI 
seeks public comment on the new 
Amendment 18 and associated DEIS. 

The reauthorized Magnuson-Stevens 
Act of 2006 requires regional fishery 
management councils to establish 
annual catch limits (ACLs) for each 
stock/stock complex and accountability 
measures to ensure these ACLs are not 
exceeded. Among other things, 
Amendment 18 addresses these 
requirements for South Atlantic red 
snapper. 

A stock assessment has been 
completed for red snapper through the 
Southeast Data, Assessment, and 
Review (SEDAR) process, which 
indicates the stock is undergoing 
overfishing and is overfished. The stock 
assessment will be reviewed by the 
Council’s Scientific and Statistical 
Committee (SSC) at its June 8 10, 2008, 
meeting. If the SSC agrees with the 
SEDAR determination, the Council will 
continue development of Amendment 
18. 

To prevent overfishing, the Council 
intends to set biological parameters in 
Amendment 18 for red snapper, 
consistent with the national standards 
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act. These 
parameters include maximum 
sustainable yield, optimum yield (OY), 
minimum stock size threshold, and 
maximum fishing mortality rate 
threshold, which are used to help 
rebuild overfished stocks. 

The Council is required by the 
Magnuson-Stevens Act to implement 
rebuilding plans for overfished species. 
Amendment 18, and the associated 
DEIS, would also specify a rebuilding 

plan for the red snapper stock and 
consider various management measures 
to end overfishing. Some of the possible 
management measures the Council 
could consider include: quotas, seasonal 
closures (for both commercial and 
recreational fisheries), area closures, 
size limit modifications, and bag limit 
adjustments. These measures would 
help to increase the biomass of 
overfished red snapper and at the same 
time help to achieve OY for the fishery. 

The Council will review public 
comments and the SSC’s determinations 
at its June 9 13, 2008, meeting and 
decide whether or not to continue 
preparation of the DEIS. If the Council 
does prepare a DEIS, a comment period 
is planned, which will include public 
hearings to receive comments. A 
Federal Register notice will announce 
the availability of the DEIS associated 
with this amendment, as well as a 45- 
day public comment period, pursuant to 
regulations issued by the Council on 
Environmental Quality for 
implementing the National 
Environmental Policy Act and to 
NOAA’s Administrative Order 216–6. 
The Council will consider public 
comments received on the DEIS in 
developing the final environmental 
impact statement (FEIS), and before 
voting to submit the final amendment to 
NMFS for Secretarial review, approval, 
and implementation. NMFS will 
announce in the Federal Register the 
availability of the final amendment and 
FEIS for public review during the 
Secretarial review period, and will 
consider all public comments prior to 
final agency action to approve, 
disapprove, or partially approve the 
final amendment. 

Scoping Meetings, Times, and Locations 

All scoping meetings will begin at 3 
p.m. The meetings will be physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for information packets or for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to the 
Council (see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT). 

Wednesday, May 7, 2008—Key Largo 
Grande, 97000 South Overseas 
Highway, Key Largo, FL 33037; phone: 
866–597–5397. 

Friday, May 9, 2008—Radisson Resort 
at the Port, 8701 Astronaut Boulevard, 
Cape Canaveral, FL 32920; phone: 321– 
784–0000. 

Monday, May 12, 2008—Mighty 
Eighth Air Force Museum, 175 Bourne 
Avenue, Pooler, GA 31322; phone: 912– 
748–8888. 

Tuesday, May 13, 2008—Town and 
Country Inn, 2008 Savannah Highway, 
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