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deadline for the final results of the
review continues to be 120 days after
the publication of the preliminary
results.

This notice is published in
accordance with sections 751(a)(3)(A)
and 777(i) of the Act.

Dated: March 21, 2008.
Stephen J. Claeys,

Deputy Assistant Secretary for Import
Administration.

[FR Doc. E8—6268 Filed 3—26-08; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration
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Revision to the 2008 Dr. Nancy Foster
Scholarship Program

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: NOAA publishes this notice
to amend the application requirements
for the 2008 Dr. Nancy Foster
Scholarship program, which was
announced in the Federal Register on
July 2, 2007. The notice informs
applicants that NOAA removes the
requirement that a copy of the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) form be submitted as part of
the applications for the 2008 Dr. Nancy
Foster Scholarship program.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information
should be directed to Priti Brahma, 301—
713-9437 or priti.brahma@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NOAA
publishes this notice to remove the
requirement that a copy of the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) form be submitted as part of
the applications for the 2008 Dr. Nancy
Foster Scholarship program, which was
announced in the Federal Register on
July 2, 2007 (72 FR 36263). The
requirement for this form is contained
in the Announcement of Federal
Funding Opportunity (NOS-NMS—
2008-2001067), Section IV.B.5 posted to
http://www.grants.gov and referenced in
the Federal Register notice cited above.
The requirement stated that failure to
provide the form would disqualify the
application from consideration.
However, NOAA has determined that
the Student Aid Report, a document
which is also a required submission,
contains the information necessary to
allow a determination of the student’s

financial need, and that the FAFSA is
not necessary. Therefore, those
applications that failed to include the
FAFSA will not be disqualified from the
competition. All other requirements for
the program as previously stated remain
the same.

Limitation of Liability

In no event will NOAA or the
Department of Commerce be responsible
for proposal preparation costs if this
program is cancelled because of other
agency priorities. Publication of this
announcement does not oblige NOAA to
award any specific project or to obligate
any available funds. Applicants are
hereby given notice that funding for the
Fiscal Year 2008 program is contingent
upon the availability of Fiscal Year 2008
appropriations.

Universal Identifier

Applicants should be aware they are
required to provide a Dun and
Bradstreet Data Universal Numbering
System (DUNS) number during the
application process. See the October 30,
2002, Federal Register, (67 FR 66177)
for additional information.
Organizations can receive a DUNS
number at no cost by calling the
dedicated toll-free DUNS Number
request line at 1-866-705-5711 or via
the Internet at http://
www.dunandbradstreet.com.

National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA)

NOAA must analyze the potential
environmental impacts, as required by
the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA), for applicant projects or
proposals which are seeking NOAA
federal funding opportunities. Detailed
information on NOAA compliance with
NEPA can be found at the following
NOAA NEPA Web site: http://
www.nepa.noaa.gov/, including our
NOAA Administrative Order 216—6 for
NEPA, http://www.nepa.noaa.gov/
NAO216_6_TOC.pdf, and the Council
on Environmental Quality
implementation regulations, http://
ceq.eh.doe.gov/nepa/regs/ceq/
toc_ceq.htm. Consequently, as part of an
applicant’s package, and under their
description of their program activities,
applicants are required to provide
detailed information on the activities to
be conducted, locations, sites, species
and habitat to be affected, possible
construction activities, and any
environmental concerns that may exist
(e.g., the use and disposal of hazardous
or toxic chemicals, introduction of non-
indigenous species, impacts to
endangered and threatened species,
aquaculture projects, and impacts to

coral reef systems). In addition to
providing specific information that will
serve as the basis for any required
impact analyses, applicants may also be
requested to assist NOAA in drafting of
an environmental assessment, if NOAA
determines an assessment is required.
Applicants will also be required to
cooperate with NOAA in identifying
feasible measures to reduce or avoid any
identified adverse environmental
impacts of their proposal. The failure to
do so shall be grounds for not selecting
an application. In some cases if
additional information is required after
an application is selected, funds can be
withheld by the Grants Officer under a
special award condition requiring the
recipient to submit additional
environmental compliance information
sufficient to enable NOAA to make an
assessment on any impacts that a project
may have on the environment.

The Department of Commerce
Preaward Notification Requirements for
Grants and Cooperative Agreements
contained in the Federal Register notice
of October 1, 2001 (66 FR 49917), as
amended by the Federal Register notice
published on October 30, 2002 (67 FR
66109), are applicable to this
solicitation.

Paperwork Reduction Act

This document contains collection-of-
information requirements subject to the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA). The
use of Standard Forms 424, 424A, 4248,
SF-LLL, and CD-346 has been approved
by the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) under the respective
control numbers 0348-0043, 0348—-0044,
0348-0040, 0348-0046, and 0605—0001.
Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, no person is required to respond to,
nor shall any person be subject to a
penalty for failure to comply with, a
collection of information subject to the
requirements of the PRA unless that
collection of information displays a
currently valid OMB control number.

Executive Order 12866

This notice has been determined to be
not significant for purposes of Executive
Order 12866.

Executive Order 13132 (Federalism)

It has been determined that this notice
does not contain policies with
Federalism implications as that term is
defined in Executive Order 13132.

Administrative Procedure Act/
Regulatory Flexibility Act

Prior notice and an opportunity for
public comment are not required by the
Administrative Procedure Act or any
other law for rules concerning public
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property, loans, grants, benefits, and
contracts (5 U.S.C. 553(a)(2)). Because
notice and opportunity for comment are
not required pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553 or
any other law, the analytical
requirements of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) are
inapplicable. Therefore, a regulatory
flexibility analysis has not been
prepared.

Approved:

Dated: March 24, 2008.
Louisa Koch,

Director of Education, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

[FR Doc. E8-6285 Filed 3—26-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-12-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648—-XG25

Taking of Marine Mammals Incidental
to Specified Activities; Operation of an
LNG Facility in Massachusetts Bay

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; proposed incidental
harassment authorization and receipt of
application for five-year regulations;
request for comments and information.

SUMMARY: On October 30, 2006, NMFS
received a request from Northeast
Gateway Energy Bridge™ L.L.C.
(Northeast Gateway) and Algonquin Gas
Transmission, L.L.C. (Algonquin), for
authorization to harass marine
mammals, by harassment, incidental to
construction and operation of an
offshore liquefied natural gas (LNG)
facility in the Massachusetts Bay.
Following notice and comment, NMFS
issued an incidental harassment
authorization (IHA) to Northeast
Gateway and Algonquin for a period of
one year from May 8, 2007, to May 7,
2008, with mitigation, monitoring, and
reporting requirements. On February 28,
2008, NMFS received a request from
Tetra Tech EC, on behalf of Northeast
Gateway to renew the IHA for a period
of one year. NMFS will propose
regulations at a later date that would
govern these incidental takes under a
Letter of Authorization (LOA) issued to
Northeast Gateway for a period of up to
5 years after the 1-year IHA expires.
Pursuant to the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS is
requesting comments on its proposal to
issue an authorization to Northeast

Gateway to incidentally take, by
harassment, small numbers of marine
mammals for a period of 1 year. NMFS
is also requesting comments,
information, and suggestions concerning
Northeast Gateway’s application and the
structure and content of future
regulations.

DATES: Comments and information must
be postmarked no later than April 28,
2008.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be
addressed to P. Michael Payne, Chief,
Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service, 1315
East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD
20910-3226. The mailbox address for
providing email comments on this
action is PR1.0648-XG25@noaa.gov.
Comments sent via email, including all
attachments, must not exceed a 10—
megabyte file size. A copy of the
application and a list of references used
in this document may be obtained by
writing to this address, by telephoning
the contact listed here (see FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT) and is also
available at: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/
pr/permits/incidental htm.

The Maritime Administration
(MARAD) and U.S. Coast Guard (USCG)
Final Environmental Impact Statement
(Final EIS) on the Northeast Gateway
Energy Bridge LNG Deepwater Port
license application is available for
viewing at http://dms.dot.gov under the
docket number 22219.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Shane Guan, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, (301) 713—2289, ext
137.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and 101(a)(5)(D)
of the MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.)
direct the Secretary of Commerce
(Secretary) to allow, upon request, the
incidental, but not intentional taking of
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who
engage in a specified activity (other than
commercial fishing) within a specified
geographical region if certain findings
are made and regulations are issued or,
if the taking is limited to harassment, a
notice of a proposed authorization is
provided to the public for review.

An authorization shall be granted if
NMEFS finds that the taking will have a
negligible impact on the species or
stock(s) and will not have an
unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of the species or stock(s) for
certain subsistence uses, and if the
permissible methods of taking and
requirements pertaining to the

mitigation, monitoring and reporting of
such takings are set forth. NMFS has
defined “negligible impact” in 50 CFR
216.103 as ““...an impact resulting from
the specified activity that cannot be
reasonably expected to, and is not
reasonably likely to, adversely affect the
species or stock through effects on
annual rates of recruitment or survival.”

Subsection 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA
established an expedited process by
which citizens of the United States can
apply for an authorization to
incidentally take marine mammals by
harassment. With respect to “military
readiness activities,” the MMPA defines
“harassment” as follows:

(i) any act that injures or has the significant
potential to injure a marine mammal or
marine mammal stock in the wild [Level A
harassment]; or (ii) any act that disturbs or
is likely to disturb a marine mammal or
marine mammal stock in the wild by causing
disruption of natural behavioral patterns,
including, but not limited to, migration,
surfacing, nursing, breeding, feeding, or
sheltering, to a point where such behavioral
patterns are abandoned or significantly
altered [Level B harassment].

On October 30, 2006, NMFS received
an application from Northeast Gateway
and Algonquin for an IHA to take small
numbers of several species of marine
mammals, by Level B (behavioral)
harassment, for a period of 1 year,
incidental to construction and operation
of an offshore LNG facility. On May 7,
2007, NMFS issued an IHA to Northeast
Gateway and Algonquin to take marine
mammals, by Level B harassment,
incidental to construction and operation
of the Northeast Gateway Deepwater
Port (Port) to import LNG into the New
England region. As one of the mitigation
measures required by the THA,
construction of the LNG Port and its
associated Pipeline Lateral was limited
to between May 1 and November 30,
2007 so that acoustic disturbance to the
endangered North Atlantic right whale
would largely be avoided.

On November 15, 2007, Northeast
Gateway and Algonquin submitted a
letter to NMFS requesting a
modification to their IHA to allow
construction activities to extend into
December 2007, due to unforeseen
scheduling issues. Following a thorough
review of Northeast Gateway’s
remaining construction activities,
weekly marine mammal monitoring
reports from previous construction, and
analysis of the potential impacts to
marine mammal species in the vicinity
of the LNG Port, NMFS modified the
IHA to allow Port construction activities
into December 2007, with additional
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting
measures.
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