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for funding are made to the NOAA 
Grants Officer. 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL REVIEW: 
Applications under this program are not 
subject to Executive Order 12372, 
Intergovernmental Review of Federal 
Programs. 

LIMITATION OF LIABILITY: In no 
event will NOAA or the Department of 
Commerce be responsible for proposal 
preparation costs if these programs fail 
to receive funding or are cancelled 
because of other agency priorities. 
Publication of this announcement does 
not oblige NOAA to award any specific 
project or to obligate any available 
funds. 

NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL 
POLICY ACT (NEPA): NOAA must 
analyze the potential environmental 
impacts, as required by the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), for 
applicant projects or proposals which 
are seeking NOAA federal funding 
opportunities. Detailed information on 
NOAA compliance with NEPA can be 
found at the following NOAA NEPA 
website: http://www.nepa.noaa.gov/, 
including our NOAA Administrative 
Order 216–6 for NEPA, http:// 
www.nepa.noaa.gov/ 
NAO216l6lTOC.pdf, and the Council 
on Environmental Quality 
implementation regulations, http:// 
ceq.eh.doe.gov/nepa/regs/ceq/ 
toclceq.htm. Consequently, as part of 
an applicant’s package, and under their 
description of their program activities, 
applicants are required to provide 
detailed information on the activities to 
be conducted, locations, sites, species 
and habitat to be affected, possible 
construction activities, and any 
environmental concerns that may exist 
(e.g., the use and disposal of hazardous 
or toxic chemicals, introduction of non- 
indigenous species, impacts to 
endangered and threatened species, 
aquaculture projects,and impacts to 
coral reef systems). In addition to 
providing specific information that will 
serve as the basis for any required 
impact analyses, applicants may also be 
requested to assist NOAA in drafting of 
an environmental assessment, if NOAA 
determines an assessment is required. 
Applicants will also be required to 
cooperate with NOAA in identifying 
feasible measures to reduce or avoid any 
identified adverse environmental 
impacts of their proposal. The failure to 
do so shall be grounds for not selecting 
an application. In some cases if 
additional information is required after 
an application is selected, funds can be 
withheld by the Grants Officer under a 
special award condition requiring the 
recipient to submit additional 
environmental compliance information 

sufficient to enable NOAA to make an 
assessment on any impacts that a project 
may have on the environment. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
PRE-AWARD NOTIFICATION 
REQUIREMENTS FOR GRANTS AND 
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENTS: The 
Department of Commerce Pre-Award 
Notification Requirements for Grants 
and Cooperative Agreements contained 
in the Federal Register notice of 
February 11, 2008 (73 FR 7696), are 
applicable to this solicitation. 

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT: 
This document contains collection-of- 
information requirements subject to the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA). The 
use of Standard Forms 424, 424A, 424B, 
and SF–LLL and CD–346 has been 
approved by the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) under the respective 
control numbers 0348–0043, 0348–0044, 
0348–0040, 0348–0046, and 0605–0001. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, no person is required to, nor shall 
a person be subject to a penalty for 
failure to comply with, a collection of 
information subject to the requirements 
of the PRA unless that collection of 
information displays a currently valid 
OMB control number. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 12866: This 
notice has been determined to be not 
significant for purposes of Executive 
Order 12866. 

EXECUTIVE ORDER 13132 
(FEDERALISM): It has been determined 
that this notice does not contain policies 
with Federalism implications as that 
term is defined in Executive Order 
13132. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROCEDURE 
ACT/REGULATORY FLEXIBILITY ACT: 
Prior notice and an opportunity for 
public comment are not required by the 
Administrative Procedure Act or any 
other law for rules concerning public 
property, loans, grants, benefits, and 
contracts (5 U.S.C. 553(a)(2)). Because 
notice and opportunity for comment are 
not required pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553 or 
any other law, the analytical 
requirements for the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.) are 
inapplicable. Therefore, a regulatory 
flexibility analysis has not been 
prepared. 

Dated: March 13, 2008. 

Steven A. Murawski, 
Director of Scientific Programs and Chief 
Science Advisor, NOAA/National Marine 
Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. E8–5567 Filed 3–18–08; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–S 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Availability of Seats for the Monterey 
Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
Advisory Council 

AGENCY: National Marine Sanctuary 
Program (NMSP), National Ocean 
Service (NOS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
Department of Commerce (DOC). 
ACTION: Notice and request for 
applications. 

SUMMARY: The Monterey Bay National 
Marine Sanctuary (MBNMS or 
Sanctuary) is seeking applicants for the 
following seats on its Sanctuary 
Advisory Council: Tourism alternate 
and Research alternate. Applicants 
chosen for the Tourism seat should 
expect to serve until February 2011. 
Applicants chosen for the Research seat 
should expect to serve until February 
2010. Applicants are chosen based upon 
their particular expertise and experience 
in relation to the seat for which they are 
applying; community and professional 
affiliations; philosophy regarding the 
protection and management of marine 
resources; and possibly the length of 
residence in the area affected by the 
Sanctuary. 

DATES: Applications are due by May 2, 
2008. 
ADDRESSES: Application kits may be 
obtained from Nicole Capps at the 
Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary, 299 Foam Street, Monterey, 
California 93940. Completed 
applications should be sent to the same 
address. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Nicole Capps at (831) 647–4206r or 
Nicole.Capps@noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
MBNMS Advisory Council was 
established in March 1994 to assure 
continued public participation in the 
management of the Sanctuary. Since its 
establishment, the Advisory Council has 
played a vital role in decisions affecting 
the Sanctuary along the central 
California coast. 

The Advisory Council’s twenty voting 
members represent a variety of local 
user groups, as well as the general 
public, plus six local and state 
governmental jurisdictions. In addition, 
the respective managers or 
superintendents for the four California 
National Marine sanctuaries (Channel 
Islands National Marine Sanctuary, 
Cordell Bank National Marine 
Sanctuary, Gulf of the Farallones 
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National Marine Sanctuary and the 
Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary), the Elkhorn Slough National 
Estuarine Research Reserve and the U.S. 
Coast Guard sit as non-voting members. 

Four working groups support the 
Advisory Council: The Research 
Activity Panel (‘‘RAP’’) chaired by the 
Research Representative, the Sanctuary 
Education Panel (‘‘SEP’’) chaired by the 
Education Representative, the 
Conservation Working Group (‘‘CWG’’) 
chaired by the Conservation 
Representative, and the Business and 
Tourism Activity Panel (’’BTAP’’) co- 
chaired by the Business/Industry and 
Tourism Representatives, each dealing 
with matters concerning research, 
education, conservation and human use. 
The working groups are composed of 
experts from the appropriate fields of 
interest and meet monthly, or bi- 
monthly, serving as invaluable advisors 
to the Advisory Council and the 
Sanctuary Superintendent. 

The Advisory Council represents the 
coordination link between the 
Sanctuary and the state and federal 
management agencies, user groups, 
researchers, educators, policy makers, 
and other various groups that help to 
focus efforts and attention on the central 
California coastal and marine 
ecosystems. 

The Advisory Council functions in an 
advisory capacity to the Sanctuary 
Superintendent and is instrumental in 
helping develop policies, program goals, 
and identify education, outreach, 
research, long-term monitoring, resource 
protection, and revenue enhancement 
priorities. 

The Advisory Council works in 
concert with the Sanctuary 
Superintendent by keeping him or her 
informed about issues of concern 
throughout the Sanctuary, offering 
recommendations on specific issues, 
and aiding the Superintendent in 
achieving the goals of the Sanctuary 
program within the context of 
California’s marine programs and 
policies. 

Authority: 16 D.S.C. Sections 1431, et seq. 
(Federal Domestic Assistance Catalog 
Number 11.429 Marine Sanctuary Program) 

Dated: March 11, 2008. 

Daniel J. Basta, 
Director, National Marine Sanctuary Program, 
National Ocean Service, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration. 
[FR Doc. E8–5436 Filed 3–18–08; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–NK–M 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Public Hearing on the Proposed St. 
Louis River Site for a Lake Superior 
National Estuarine Research Reserve 
in Wisconsin 

AGENCY: The Estuarine Reserves 
Division, Office of Ocean and Coastal 
Resource Management, National Ocean 
Service, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, U.S. 
Department of Commerce. 
ACTION: Public Hearing Notice. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the University of Wisconsin—Extension, 
the WI Department of Administration’s 
Coastal Management Program and the 
WI Department of Natural Resources 
with the support of the Estuarine 
Reserves Division of the Office of Ocean 
and Coastal Resource Management 
(OCRM), National Ocean Service (NOS), 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), U.S. 
Department of Commerce, will hold a 
public hearing for the purpose of 
receiving comments on the preliminary 
recommendation that the St. Louis River 
Estuary be proposed for designation as 
a National Estuarine Research Reserve 
in Wisconsin. 

The state agencies will hold a public 
hearing at 6 p.m. on April 3rd, 2008 at 
the Wisconsin Indianhead Technical 
College—Superior Conference Center, 
600 North 21st Street, Superior, WI 
78701. 

The views of interested persons and 
organizations on the proposed site 
recommendation are solicited, and may 
be expressed orally and/or in written 
statements. An informational 
presentation on the St. Louis River 
Estuary and the National Estuarine 
Research Reserve System (NERRS) is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. All comments 
received at the hearing will be 
considered in a formal nomination by 
the state to NOAA. 

The NERRS is a federal-state 
partnership that is administered by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA). The system 
protects more than 1.3 million acres of 
estuarine habitat for long-term research, 
monitoring, education and stewardship 
throughout the coastal United States. 
Established by the Coastal Zone 
Management Act of 1972, as amended, 
each reserve is managed by a lead state 
agency or university, with input from 
local partners. NOAA provides funding 
and national programmatic guidance. 

The NERR site selection effort is a 
culmination of several years of local, 

grassroots support for a Wisconsin 
NERR on Lake Superior. The 
recommendation of the St. Louis site 
follows a year-long process to gather 
information about all of the freshwater 
estuaries on Lake Superior’s south 
shore. The site selection process 
involved dozens of meetings with 
scientists, agency land managers, public 
officials and citizens. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms. 
Laurie McGilvray (301) 713–3155 
extension 158, Estuarine Reserves 
Division, Office of Ocean and Coastal 
Resource Management, National Ocean 
Service, NOAA, 1305 East West 
Highway, N/ORM2, Silver Spring, MD 
20910. 

Dated: March 13, 2008. 
David M. Kennedy, 
Director, Office of Ocean and Coastal 
Resource Management. 
Federal Domestic Assistance Catalog Number 
11.420 (Coastal Zone Management) Research 
Reserves. 
[FR Doc. E8–5457 Filed 3–18–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–08–M 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Telecommunications and 
Information Administration 

Pan-Pacific Education and 
Communications Experiments by 
Satellite (PEACESAT): Closing Date 

AGENCY: National Telecommunications 
and Information Administration (NTIA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of availability of funds. 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 2008, Public Law 
110–161, 121 Stat. 1844 (2007), the U.S. 
Department of Commerce announces the 
solicitation of applications for a grant 
for the Pan-Pacific Education and 
Communications Experiments by 
Satellite (PEACESAT) Program. Projects 
funded pursuant to this Notice are 
intended to support the PEACESAT 
Program’s acquisition of satellite 
communications to service Pacific Basin 
communities and to manage the 
operations of this network. Applications 
for the PEACESAT Program grant will 
compete for funds from the Public 
Broadcasting, Facilities, Planning and 
Construction Funds account. 
DATES: Applications must be received 
on or before 5 p.m. Eastern Standard 
Time, April 18, 2008. Applications 
submitted by facsimile are not 
acceptable. NTIA will not accept 
applications received after the deadline. 
However, if an application is received 
after the Closing Date due to (1) carrier 
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