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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Christy Smith, Refuge Manager, San 
Pablo Bay National Wildlife Refuge, at 
(707) 769–4200, or John Brosnan, 
Baylands Program Manager, at (707) 
526–6930 x 109. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
At this early stage of the planning 

process, project goals are to restore the 
maximum feasible extent of tidal marsh 
and channel habitats. Where full tidal 
extent cannot be restored, we would 
seek to maximize diked wetland 
functions through management, 
enhancement, and restoration actions 
while maintaining viable agricultural 
uses to the extent compatible. In 
addition, we would provide public 
access and recreational and educational 
opportunities that are compatible with 
ecological and cultural resources 
protection. 

The project site is located at Sears 
Point near the intersection of Lakeville- 
Reclamation Road and State Route 37 
(SR 37) in southern Sonoma County, 
California. The site is also traversed 
from east to west by an inactive rail line 
owned by the Sonoma-Marin Area Rail 
Transit (SMART) District. 

The project site is a total of 2,327 
acres (ac) owned by the Sonoma Land 
Trust and is comprised of two large 
properties, the North Point Joint 
Venture (NPJV) parcel and the Dickson 
Ranch parcel, which are situated on the 
edge of San Pablo Bay between the 
mouth of the Petaluma River and Tolay 
Creek. The 1,679-ac NPJV parcel 
extends both north and south of SR 37. 
It is bounded on the north by the 
Infineon Raceway property, on the east 
by Cougar Mountain (north of SR 37) 
and Paradise Vineyards (south of SR 
37), on the south by the SMART rail 
line, and on the west by Lakeville- 
Reclamation Road. The 648-ac Dickson 
Ranch parcel is located entirely south of 
Highway 37, and is bounded on the 
north by the SMART rail line, on the 
west by Tolay Creek, on the south by 
San Pablo Bay, and on the west by the 
outboard levee as it veers bayward from 
the SMART rail line. The entire Dickson 
Ranch parcel and 858 acres of the North 
Point Joint Venture parcel are located 
within the approved acquisition 
boundary of the San Pablo Bay NWR. 

Site topography ranges from below 
mean sea level (msl) in portions of the 
subsided diked baylands along the 
southern project boundary to 
approximately 400 feet above msl in the 
rolling uplands north of SR 37. With the 
exception of a small number of barns, 
houses, and outbuildings scattered 
throughout the project site, the area is 

predominantly undeveloped, 
comprising a mixture of tidal, seasonal, 
and riparian wetlands, streams, and 
upland habitats. 

The project site contains existing or 
potential suitable habitat for a number 
of special status species, including the 
federally listed endangered salt marsh 
harvest mouse (Reithrodontomys 
raviventris), California clapper rail 
(Rallus longirostris obsoletus), and the 
federally listed threatened California 
red-legged frog (Rana aurora draytonii). 
Two federally listed threatened fish 
species—the Central Valley and Central 
California Coast steelhead 
(Oncorhynchus mykiss) and green 
sturgeon (Acipenser medirostris)—may 
also benefit from the project goals. Other 
species may be addressed as necessary 
in the EIR/EIS based on further analysis, 
new information, agency consultation, 
and public comment. 

NEPA Compliance 
Information gathered through this 

scoping process will assist us in 
preparing a reasonable range of 
alternatives to address the restoration of 
the project site at Sears Point. These 
alternatives are likely to include some 
activity within the San Pablo Bay 
National Wildlife Refuge. We will use 
the EIR/EIS to determine whether to 
authorize activities within the San Pablo 
Bay National Wildlife Refuge in order to 
accomplish project goals. A detailed 
description of the proposed action and 
alternatives will be included in the EIR/ 
EIS. 

The EIR/EIS will identify the direct, 
indirect, and cumulative impacts of the 
alternatives on biological resources, 
cultural resources, land use, air quality, 
water quality, water resources, and 
other environmental resources. It will 
also identify appropriate mitigation 
measures for adverse environmental 
effects. 

We will conduct environmental 
review of the EIR/EIS in accordance 
with the requirements of NEPA, as 
amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), its 
implementing regulations (40 CFR parts 
1500–1508), other applicable 
regulations, and our procedures for 
compliance with those regulations. The 
environmental document will be 
prepared to meet both the requirements 
of NEPA and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The 
California Department of Fish and Game 
is the CEQA lead agency. We anticipate 
that the draft EIR/EIS will be available 
for public review in Spring 2008. 

We are furnishing this notice in 
accordance with section 1501.7 of the 
NEPA implementing regulations to 
obtain suggestions and information from 

other agencies and the public on the 
scope of issues to be addressed in the 
EIR/EIS. We invite written comments 
from interested parties to ensure 
identification of the full range of issues. 

Before including your address, phone 
number, e-mail address, or other 
personal identifying information in your 
comment, you should be aware that 
your entire comment—including your 
personal identifying information—may 
be made publicly available at any time. 
While you can ask us in your comment 
to withhold your personal identifying 
information from public review, we 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
do so. 

Dated: January 16, 2008. 
Ken McDemond, 
Acting Regional Director, California Nevada 
Region. 
[FR Doc. E8–1069 Filed 1–22–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–55–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Land Management 

[CA–169–1220–PG] 

Notice of Public Meeting, Carrizo Plain 
National Monument Advisory 
Committee 

SUMMARY: In accordance with Federal 
Land Policy and Management Act of 
1976 (FLPMA), the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act of 1972 (FACA), the 
National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969 (NEPA), and the Code of Federal 
Regulations (40 CFR 1501.7, 43 CFR 
1610.2), the United States Department of 
the Interior, Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM), Carrizo Plain 
National Monument Advisory 
Committee will meet as indicated 
below: 
DATES: The meeting will be held on 
Saturday, February 23, 2008, at the 
Carrizo Plain Elementary School, 
located approximately 2 miles 
northwest of Soda Lake Road on 
Highway 58. The meeting will begin at 
10 a.m. and finish at 5 p.m. The meeting 
will focus on a preliminary preferred 
alternative for the Resource 
Management Plan/Environmental 
Impact Statement being developed for 
the Carrizo Plain National Monument. 
There will be a public comment period 
from 3 p.m. to 4 p.m. Lunch will be 
available for $8. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The nine- 
member Carrizo Plain National 
Monument Advisory Committee advises 
the Secretary of the Interior, through the 
Bureau of Land Management, on a 
variety of public land issues associated 
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with the public land management in the 
Carrizo Plain National Monument in 
Central California. At this meeting, 
Monument staff will present updated 
information on the progress on the draft 
Carrizo Plain National Monument 
Resource Management Plan and the 
Environmental Impact Statement (RMP/ 
EIS). A preliminary preferred alternative 
being developed by the Carrizo 
Managing Partners—BLM, the California 
Department of Fish and Game and the 
Nature Conservancy—will be the focus 
of this meeting. This meeting is open to 
the public. Depending on the number of 
persons wishing to comment, and the 
time available, the time allotted for 
individual oral comments may be 
limited. Individuals who plan to attend 
and need special assistance such as sign 
language interpretation or other 
reasonable accommodations should 
contact BLM as indicated below. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Bureau of Land Management, Attention: 
Johna Hurl, Monument Manager, 3801 
Pegasus Drive, Bakersfield, CA, 93308. 
Phone at (661) 391–6093 or e-mail: 
jhurl@blm.gov. 

Dated: January 16, 2007. 
Johna Hurl, 
Monument Manager, Carrizo Plain National 
Monument. 
[FR Doc. E8–1062 Filed 1–22–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–40–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

National Park Service 

Notice of Inventory Completion: 
Florida Museum of Natural History, 
University of Florida, Gainesville, FL 
and Southwest Florida Water 
Management District, Brooksville, FL 

AGENCY: National Park Service, Interior. 
ACTION: Notice. 

Notice is here given in accordance 
with the Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Act 
(NAGPRA), 25 U.S.C. 3003, of the 
completion of an inventory of human 
remains in the control of the Florida 
Museum of Natural History, University 
of Florida, Gainesville, FL, and in the 
physical custody of the Southwest 
Florida Water Management District, 
Brooksville, FL. The human remains 
were removed from Tatham Mound, 
Citrus County, FL. 

This notice is published as part of the 
National Park Service’s administrative 
responsibilities under NAGPRA, 25 
U.S.C. 3003 (d)(3). The determinations 
in this notice are the sole responsibility 
of the museum, institution, or Federal 

agency that has control of the Native 
American human remains. The National 
Park Service is not responsible for the 
determinations in this notice. 

A detailed assessment of the human 
remains was made by the Florida 
Museum of Natural History professional 
staff in consultation with 
representatives of the Miccosukee Tribe 
of Indians of Florida, Seminole Nation 
of Oklahoma, and Seminole Tribe of 
Florida (Dania, Big Cypress, Brighton, 
Hollywood & Tampa Reservations). 

In 1986–1987, human remains 
representing a minimum of 366 
individuals were removed from Tatham 
Mound (8CI203) in Citrus County, FL, as 
part of a Florida Museum of Natural 
History research project. No known 
individuals are identified. No associated 
funerary objects are included in this 
notice. 

Tatham Mound (8CI203) is a Safety 
Harbor culture mound. Tatham Mound 
consists of an earlier, pre-Columbian 
lower mound that contained human 
remains that are radiocarbon-dated to 
circa A.D. 1050. An upper mound 
contained the human remains of some 
of the individuals, most of whom were 
bundle burials in an extremely poor 
state of preservation. At the time of the 
Hernando de Soto expedition into the 
region in 1539, people associated with 
variants of the Safety Harbor culture 
lived from north Sarasota County to the 
Cove of the Withlachoochee, extending 
inland in Citrus County as far as Tatham 
Mound itself. Narratives associated with 
the de Soto expedition record the names 
of two Native American towns called 
Vicela and Tocaste in the vicinity of the 
Cove (but not in the locality of Tatham 
Mound). The Native American town of 
Vicela is thought to have been near the 
modern town of Istachatta in northeast 
Hernando County, approximately 15 
miles southwest of Tatham Mound. No 
archeological site corresponding to 
Vicela has been found. North of Vicela, 
the de Soto expedition accounts 
mention the Native American town of 
Tocaste, describing it as being on a large 
lake. After 1539, Vicela and Tocaste 
disappear from the historical records. 
The linguistic affiliation of the Tatham 
Mound people and their Safety Harbor 
relatives are unknown. No information 
on their language, other than a few 
proper names noted in colonial Spanish 
documents, exists. Archeological and 
historical research in Citrus County, 
which is in the Florida Central Gulf 
Coast region (including Greater Tampa 
Bay) has shown that the Safety Harbor 
culture dates to the period circa A.D. 
1000–1650. There is no known 
relationship between the Safety Harbor 
people and any modern Native 

American group. Consequently, the 
human remains are culturally 
unidentifiable. 

At the time of excavation, the Tatham 
Mound site (formerly known as the 
McGregor–Smith tract) was owned by 
the South Florida Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America. Acting on the advice 
of the Council’s Native American 
Advisory Committee, the Council 
mandated that the human remains be 
reinterred in the mound at the 
conclusion of reasonable scientific 
analysis, and that such reinterment 
would be in accordance with State of 
Florida regulations. The analysis of the 
human remains was carried out at first 
at East Carolina University and then at 
the University of North Carolina where 
analysis was completed. Subsequently, 
the human remains were transferred to 
the Southwest Florida Water 
Management District for storage. 

In late 2004, the South Florida 
Council of the Boy Scouts of America 
sold the land on which Tatham Mound 
is located to the Southwest Florida 
Water Management District, a State of 
Florida agency. The site is now joined 
with the Flying Eagle tract. Ownership 
of the land by Southwest Florida Water 
Management District affords legal 
protection for Tatham Mound and 
places the stewardship of the site under 
the Florida Division of Historical 
Resources. 

Officials of the Florida Museum of 
Natural History have determined that, 
pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 3001 (9–10), the 
human remains described above 
represent the physical remains of 366 
individuals of Native American 
ancestry. Officials of the Florida 
Museum of Natural History also have 
determined that, pursuant to 25 U.S.C. 
3001 (2), a relationship of shared group 
relationship cannot reasonably be traced 
between the Native American human 
remains and any present–day Indian 
tribe. 

The Native American Graves 
Protection and Repatriation Review 
Committee (Review Committee) is 
responsible for recommending specific 
actions for disposition of culturally 
unidentifiable human remains. In 
February 2007, the Florida Museum of 
Natural History requested that the 
Review Committee recommend reburial 
of the human remains of 366 culturally 
unidentifiable individuals at the Tatham 
Mound site. The Review Committee 
considered the request at its April 2007 
meeting and recommended the reburial 
of the culturally unidentifiable human 
remains. In May 2007, a letter from the 
Designated Federal Official, writing on 
behalf of the Secretary of the Interior, 
recommended reburial of the physical 

VerDate Aug<31>2005 15:17 Jan 22, 2008 Jkt 214001 PO 00000 Frm 00075 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\23JAN1.SGM 23JAN1eb
en

th
al

l o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

69
 w

ith
 N

O
T

IC
E

S


		Superintendent of Documents
	2024-06-05T08:06:56-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




