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2, 2008/ Notices

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
original notice published in the Federal
Register on December 21, 2007 (72 FR
72676). This notice serves as a
correction to the dates, times and adds
a sentence to the end of the agenda.

The original notice stated that the
meeting would conclude no later than 3
p-m. on Thursday, January 10, 2008.
The meeting will now conclude no later
than 12 p.m. on Friday, January 11,
2008.

At the end of the agenda, the
following sentence should be added:

In addressing these issues, the AP
may use break-out groups of selected
panel members during a portion of the
meeting in order to focus attention on
these specific topics and develop
discussion points for the entire AP to
debate later in the meeting or at future
meetings.

All other previously-published
information remains the same.

Dated: December 27, 2007.

Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E7—-25476 Filed 12-31-07; 8:45 am]|
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ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council’s (Council)
Groundfish Committee will meet to
consider actions affecting New England
fisheries in the exclusive economic zone
(EEZ).

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Thursday, January 17, 2008, at 9 am.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Holiday Inn, One Newbury Street,
Peabody, MA 01960; telephone: (978)
535—4600.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
telephone: (978) 465—0492.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The items
of discussion in the committee’s agenda
are as follows:

The Council’s Groundfish Oversight
Committee (Committee) will meet to
continue development of Amendment
16 to the Northeast Multispecies Fishery
Management Plan. The Committee will
resume its discussion of suggestions
from the National Marine Fisheries
Service for sector policies. Issues
expected to be addressed include, but
are not limited to, universal sector
exemptions, where possible; how to
address monitoring sectors pertaining to
the Eastern U.S./Canada total allowable
catches (TACs); crediting catch history;
monitoring catch locations, and a
possible delay of sector implementation
until fishing year 2010. The Committee
may also address other sector policy
issues, but will not revisit permit
history baseline decisions made at the
meeting on December 12—13, 2007. The
Committee will also begin development
of a process for setting Annual Catch
Limits (ACLs), as required by the
Magnuson-Stevens Act. This discussion
will include not only the administrative
process (such as how often ACLs will be
reviewed), but will consider the
technical details for setting ACLs. Issues
that are likely to be discussed include,
but are not limited to, accounting for
catches of groundfish in other fisheries
(e.g. yellowtail flounder in the scallop
fishery, cod catches in state waters
fisheries, etc.), and allowing for
uncertainty in assessments and
management. Committee
recommendations will be forwarded to
the Council for action at a future date.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Paul
J. Howard (see ADDRESSES) at least 5
days prior to the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: December 27, 2007.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E7-25437 Filed 12-31-07; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Scallop Committee in January, 2008 to
consider actions affecting New England
fisheries in the exclusive economic zone
(EEZ). Recommendations from this
group will be brought to the full Council
for formal consideration and action, if
appropriate.

DATES: This meeting will be held on
Friday, January 25, 2008, at 8:30 a.m.

ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held at
the Sheraton Ferncroft, 50 Ferncroft
Road, Danvers, MA 01923; telephone:
(978) 777-2500; fax: (978) 750-7991.
Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
telephone: (978) 465—0492.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Council initiated a new amendment to
the Scallop Fishery Management Plan
ini November (2007) (Amendment 15).
The Council identified a number of
issues to be considered including:
measures to comply with new
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
requirements such as annual catch
limits (ACLs) and accountability
measures (AMs); rationalization of the
limited access scallop fishery;
consideration of a mechanism for
sectors in the limited access scallop
fishery; and re-consideration of the
current scallop overfishing definition.
The committee will review and develop
a draft scoping document for
Amendment 15 for the Council to
consider at the February 2008 Council
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