
74323 Federal Register / Vol. 72, No. 249 / Monday, December 31, 2007 / Notices 

APPENDIX A.—FISCAL YEAR 2006 FUNDING AWARDS FOR THE ROSS FAMILY HOMEOWNERSHIP PROGRAM—Continued 

Recipient Address City State Zip code Amount 

Housing Authority of the City of 
Vancouver.

2500 Main Street ........................ Vancouver .................................. WA .... 98660 250,000 

King County Housing Authority ... 600 Andover Park West ............. Tukwila ....................................... WA .... 98188 250,000 
The Housing Authority of the City 

of Everett.
3107 Colby Avenue .................... Everett ........................................ WA .... 98201 250,000 

Ho-Chunk Housing and Commu-
nity Development Agency.

1116 Monowau ........................... Tomah ........................................ WI ..... 54660 150,000 

Housing Authority of the City of 
Milwaukee.

809 North Broadway .................. Milwaukee ................................... WI ..... 53202 350,000 

[FR Doc. E7–25420 Filed 12–28–07; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4210–67–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Fish and Wildlife Service 

Notice of Availability of a Draft 
Environmental Assessment / Habitat 
Conservation Plan and Receipt of 
Application for Issuance of a Permit for 
Incidental Take of the Golden-Cheeked 
Warbler and Five Karst Invertebrates 
During the Construction and Operation 
of a Residential, Commercial, and/or 
Retail Development on Portions of the 
Approximately 70-acre GDF Property in 
Austin, Travis County, TX 

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of availability. 

SUMMARY: GDF Realty Investments, Ltd., 
and Purcell Investments, L.P., 
(Applicants) have applied for an 
incidental take permit (TE–171255) 
pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended (Act) for the golden-cheeked 
warbler (Dendroica chrysoparia) and 
five karst invertebrates: Tooth Cave 
spider (Neoleptoneta myopica), Bone 
Cave harvestman (Texella reyesi), Tooth 
Cave pseudoscorpion (Tartarocreagris 
texana), Kretschmarr Cave mold beetle 
(Texamaurops reddelli), and Tooth Cave 
ground beetle (Rhadine persephone). 
The proposed take would occur as the 
result of construction and operation of 
a residential, commercial, and/or retail 
development with associated streets and 
utilities on portions of the 
approximately 70-acre GDF property in 
Austin, Travis County, Texas. 
DATES: To ensure consideration, written 
comments must be received on or before 
February 29, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: Persons wishing to review 
the Environmental Assessment and 
Habitat Conservation Plan (EA/HCP) 
may obtain a copy by written or 
telephone request to Cyndee Watson, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service), 

10711 Burnet Road, Suite 200, Austin, 
Texas 78758, (512/490–0057 ext. 223), 
or on the Web at http://www.fws.gov/ 
southwest/es/austintexas/. Documents 
will be available for public inspection 
by written request, or by appointment 
only during normal business hours (8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) at the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, 10711 Burnet Road, 
Suite 200, Austin, Texas. Comments 
concerning the issuance of this permit 
should be submitted in writing to the 
Field Supervisor, Adam Zerrenner, at 
the above address. Please refer to permit 
number TE–171255–0 when submitting 
comments. 

Public Availability of Comments 
Before including your address, phone 

number, e-mail address, or other 
personal identifying information in your 
comment, you should be aware that 
your entire comment—including your 
personal identifying information—may 
be made publicly available at any time. 
While you can ask us in your comment 
to withhold your personal identifying 
information from public review, we 
cannot guarantee that we will be able to 
do so. 
FOR FUTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Adam Zerrenner at the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service Austin Office, 10711 
Burnet Road, Suite 200, Austin, Texas 
78758, (512/490–0057 ext. 248), or 
Adam_Zerrenner@fws.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section 9 
of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, 
as amended (Act) prohibits the ‘‘taking’’ 
of endangered species. However, the 
Service, under limited circumstances, 
may issue permits to take endangered 
wildlife species incidental to, and not 
the purpose of, otherwise lawful 
activities. Regulations governing 
permits for endangered species are at 50 
CFR 17.22. This notice is provided 
pursuant to section 10(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act and National 
Environmental Policy Act regulations 
(40 CFR 1506.6). 

The Service has prepared the EA/HCP 
for the incidental take application. A 
determination of jeopardy or non- 

jeopardy to the species and a decision 
pursuant to the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA) will not be made 
until at least 60 days from the date of 
publication of this notice. This notice is 
provided pursuant to Section 10(c) of 
the Act and National Environmental 
Policy Act regulations (40 CFR 1506.6). 

Applicant: GDF Realty Investments, 
Ltd. (Mr. R. James George) and Purcell 
Investments, L.P. (Dr. Fred Purcell) own 
approximately 70 acres, a portion of 
which is proposed for residential, 
commercial and/or retail development. 
These 70 acres are divided into two 
separate tracts and are located near the 
northwest corner of Ranch Road 620 
and Ranch Road 2222, on the northwest 
side of Austin, Travis County. Six 
federally-listed endangered species have 
been documented as occurring on 
portions of the 70-acre property. These 
species are identified above. 

Under the Proposed Alternative, the 
Service has included an option that 
includes on-site and off-site mitigation 
for impacts to the golden-cheeked 
warbler and karst invertebrates. 

The Proposed Alternative includes 
the issuance of a permit under section 
10(a)(1)(B) of the Act to authorize 
incidental take of the species listed 
above during the construction and 
operation of a residential, commercial, 
and/or retail development with 
attendant roads and utilities on portions 
of the 70-acre property. The proposed 
action on the 70-acre property includes 
a development area of approximately 
40.2 acres, an on-site preserve 
(mitigation) of approximately 7 acres, 
and sale of approximately 22.7 acres to 
Travis County or other similar entity to 
be protected and managed as part of the 
Balcones Canyonlands Preserve (BCP). 

Under the Proposed Alternative, the 
Applicants will provide (fee simple or 
conservation easement) the on-site 
mitigation land. It will be combined 
with a separate on-site 22.7-acre 
acquisition and will be preserved and 
managed as part of the BCP in 
perpetuity. The proposed preserve (on- 
site mitigation land and 22.7-acre 
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acquisition) was designed to include 
most of the on-site area known to be 
occupied by the golden-cheeked 
warbler. With respect to the five 
federally-listed karst invertebrates, the 
preserve was designed and configured 
to incorporate the remaining suite of 
biotic and abiotic factors needed to 
promote the integrity of fully- 
functioning karst ecosystems on which 
the endangered invertebrates depend. 

The Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) 
as part of the Proposed Alternative 
would substantially avoid impacts to 
the golden-cheeked warbler and five 
federally-listed karst invertebrates listed 
above. Impacts that cannot be avoided 
would be minimized and mitigated to 
the maximum extent practicable. The 
draft EA/HCP describes the impacts that 
would likely result to the affected 
species (the take); what steps the 
Applicants would take to avoid, 
minimize, and mitigate such impacts; 
the funding that would be made 
available to implement those steps; the 
alternative actions; and the options 
available within them. 

Two other alternatives included in the 
EA/HCP are the ‘‘no action’’ alternative 
and the ‘‘past development alternatives 
considered.’’ The ‘‘no action’’ 
alternative assumes that the proposed 
development does not occur, and that 
no application for an incidental take 
permit is processed. The ‘‘past 
development alternatives considered’’ 
pertain to larger and smaller 
development areas that were discussed. 

In accordance with the Act, and 50 
CFR 17.22, in December 1997 the 
Applicants applied for seven section 
10(a)(1)(B) incidental take permits 
(PRT–838754, PRT–841088, PRT– 
841090, PRT–841093, PRT–841117, 
PRT–841120, and PRT–841125), 
covering approximately 216 acres 
known as the Hart Triangle (former 
entire tract), Travis County, Texas. 
These permits would have allowed for 
take of the affected species associated 
with construction, operation, and 
occupation of residential and 
commercial development along with 
streets, utilities, and other 
improvements and facilities. However, 
the Service concluded that the seven 
HCPs would not have avoided, 
minimized, and mitigated for the 
potential impacts to the affected species 
to the maximum extent practicable. 
Therefore, because of this and other 
inadequacies in the applications, the 
Service denied all seven applications. 

Subsequently, the Applicants filed 
suit against the Service claiming it had 
‘‘taken’’ their property under the 5th 
Amendment. The plaintiffs and the 
Service agreed to enter mediation 

beginning in October 1999. After further 
HCP negotiations, the Service prepared 
a draft EA/HCP for development of 
portions of the 216-acre Hart Triangle. 
The draft EA/HCP was noticed in the 
Federal Register on June 02, 2000, but 
was never accepted by the Applicants, 
and therefore never finalized. The 
permit (TE–027690) was never issued. 

Since the June 2000 Federal Register 
Notice, approximately 146 acres of the 
former 216-acre Hart Triangle have been 
sold and/or transferred to Travis County 
and are managed as part of the BCP. The 
incidental take permit application under 
consideration is for the remaining 70 
acres. 

Christopher T. Jones, 
Acting Regional Director, Southwest Region, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. 
[FR Doc. E7–25381 Filed 12–28–07; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4510–55–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Land Management 

[AK–910–08–1739–NSSI] 

Notice of Public Meeting, North Slope 
Science Initiative, Science Technical 
Advisory Panel 

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, 
Alaska State Office, North Slope Science 
Initiative, Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of public meeting. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Federal Land Policy and Management 
Act (FLPMA) and the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act of 1972 (FACA), the U.S. 
Department of the Interior, North Slope 
Science Initiative (NSSI) Science 
Technical Advisory Panel (STAP) will 
meet as indicated below: 
DATES: The meeting will be held 
February 6 and 7, 2008, in Fairbanks, 
Alaska. On February 6, 2008, the 
meeting will begin at 9 a.m. at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 
International Arctic Research Center, 
Room 401. Public comments will begin 
at 3 p.m. On February 7, 2008, the 
meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m. at the 
same location. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John 
F. Payne, Ph.D., Executive Director, 
North Slope Science Initiative (910), 
c/o Bureau of Land Management, 222 
W. Seventh Avenue, #13, Anchorage, 
AK 99513, (907) 271–3431 or e-mail 
john_f_payne@blm.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The NSSI, 
STAP provides advice and 
recommendations to the NSSI Oversight 
Group (OG) regarding priority needs for 
management decisions across the North 

Slope of Alaska. These priority needs 
may include recommendations on 
inventory, monitoring, and research 
activities that lead to informed land 
management decisions. The topics to be 
discussed at the meeting include: 

• Task orders to the STAP. 
• NSSI business processes. 
• Project coordination with senior 

NSSI agency staff. 
• NSSI priority issues and projects. 
• Other topics the OG or STAP may 

raise. 
All meetings are open to the public. 

The public may present written 
comments to the STAP through the 
NSSI Executive Director. When making 
public comment, participants should 
know that their address, phone number, 
e-mail address, or other personal 
identifying information in their 
comment, along with their entire 
comment, may be made publicly 
available at any time. Commenters can 
ask that personal identifying 
information be withheld from their 
comments, but this cannot be 
guaranteed. Depending on the number 
of persons wishing to comment and 
time available, the time for individual 
oral comments may be limited. 
Individuals who plan to attend and 
need special assistance, such as sign 
language interpretation, transportation, 
or other reasonable accommodations, 
should contact the NSSI Executive 
Director. 

Dated: December 20, 2007. 
Thomas P. Lonnie, 
Alaska State Director. 
[FR Doc. E7–25393 Filed 12–28–07; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–JA–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Land Management 

[ES–930–5104–FI] 

Notice of Proposed Reinstatement of 
Terminated Oil and Gas Lease 

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of Proposed 
Reinstatement of Terminated Oil and 
Gas Lease. 

SUMMARY: Under the provisions of 
Public Law 97–451, the Bureau of Land 
Management (BLM) received a petition 
for reinstatement of the oil and gas 
leases, ARES 52198 and ARES 52200 
located in Scott and Montgomery 
County, Ouachita N.F., Arkansas, and 
ARES 53624 located in Yell County, 
Ouachita N.F., Arkansas. The petition 
was filed on time and was accompanied 
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