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§180.474 [Amended]

8.In §180.474, in the table to
paragraph (b), amend the entry for garlic
by removing the expiration date ““12/31/
07"’ and adding in its place “12/31/08.”

§180.498 [Amended]

9. In § 180.498, in the table to
paragraph (b), amend the entries for
flax, seed and strawberry by removing
the expiration date “12/31/07”’ and
adding in its place “12/31/10.”

§180.571 [Amended]

10. In §180.571, in the table to
paragraph (b), amend the entry for
cranberry by removing the expiration
date ““12/31/07” and adding in its place
“12/31/10.”

§180.572 [Amended]

11.In §180.572, in the table to
paragraph (b), amend the entries for
Timothy, forage and Timothy, hay by
removing the expiration date “12/31/
07” and adding in its place “12/31/10.”
[FR Doc. E7—24345 Filed 12-18-07; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 6560-50-S
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands; 2008 Final Harvest
Specifications for Groundfish

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule; closures.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces revisions to
the 2008 final harvest specifications and
prohibited species catch (PSC)
allowances for the groundfish fisheries
of the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
management area (BSAI) and Gulf of
Alaska (GOA) that are required under
the final rules implementing
Amendments 80 and 85 to the Fishery
Management Plan for Groundfish of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
Management Area (FMP). This action is
necessary to establish harvest limits for
groundfish at the beginning of the 2008
fishing year consistent with the new
allocations for Amendments 80 and 85
and to accomplish the goals and
objectives of the FMP. The intended

effect of this action is to conserve and
manage the groundfish resources in the
BSAI and in the GOA in accordance
with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act).

DATES: The 2008 final harvest
specifications and associated
apportionment of reserves are effective
at 0001 hrs, Alaska local time (A.L.t.),
January 1, 2008, until the effective date
of the 2008 and 2009 final harvest
specifications for BSAI and GOA
groundfish, which will be published in
the Federal Register.

ADDRESSES: Copies of the Final Alaska
Groundfish Harvest Specifications
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
and Record of Decision (ROD) and the
Final Regulatory Flexibility Analyses
(FRFAs) prepared for the 2008 harvest
specifications and Amendments 80 and
85 to the FMP are available on the
Alaska Region website at http://
www.fakr.noaa.gov. Printed copies can
be obtained from the Alaska Region,
NMFS, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK
99802, Attn: Ellen Sebastian. Copies of
the 2006 Stock Assessment and Fishery
Evaluation (SAFE) report for the
groundfish resources of the BSAI, dated
November 2006, are available from the
North Pacific Fishery Management
Council, 605 West 4th Avenue, Suite
306, Anchorage, AK 99510-2252, 907—
271-2809, or from its website at http://
www.fakr.noaa.gov/npfmec.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907-586—-7228, or e-
mail mary.furuness@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Federal
regulations at 50 CFR part 679
implement the FMP and govern the
groundfish fisheries in the BSAIL The
North Pacific Fishery Management
Council (Council) prepared the FMP,
and NMFS approved it under the
Magnuson-Stevens Act. General
regulations governing U.S. fisheries also
appear at 50 CFR part 600.

The final rule implementing
Amendment 80 to the BSAI FMP was
published in the Federal Register on
September 14, 2007 (72 FR 52668).
Amendment 80 to the FMP allocates
total allowable catch (TAC) of specified
groundfish species (Amendment 80
species) and halibut and crab prohibited
species catch (PSC) limits among several
BSAI non-pollock trawl groundfish
fisheries fishing sectors, and facilitates
the formation of harvesting cooperatives
in the non-American Fisheries Act (non-
AFA) trawl catcher/processor sector.
The Amendment 80 species are Atka
mackerel, flathead sole, Pacific cod,
rock sole, yellowfin sole, and Aleutian
Islands Pacific ocean perch. In order to

limit the ability of participants eligible
for the Amendment 80 program to
expand their harvest efforts in the GOA,
Amendment 80 establishes groundfish
and halibut PSC catch limits for
Amendment 80 program participants in
the GOA.

The final rule implementing
Amendment 85 to the BSAI FMP was
published in the Federal Register on
September 4, 2007 (72 FR 50788).
Amendment 85 revises the current
allocations of BSAI Pacific cod TAC
among various harvest sectors and
seasonal apportionments. Also,
Amendment 85 apportions the halibut
PSC allowance annually specified for
the hook-and-line Pacific cod fishery
between the hook-and-line catcher
processor and catcher vessel sectors.

With this final rule NMFS modifies
those sections of the text and the tables
in the 2008 final harvest specifications
for groundfish in the BSAI (72 FR 9451,
March 2, 2007) and for groundfish in the
GOA (72 FR 9676, March 5, 2007) that
change under the final rules
implementing Amendments 80 and 85.
This includes Tables 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 9, 10,
11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 from the final
2008 harvest specifications for the BSAI
which may be viewed at the website
http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/frules/
72fr9451.pdf. This final rule uses the
same table numbers that were used in
the 2008 final harvest specifications.
This action also adds a new Table 16 for
BSALI flathead sole, rock sole, yellowfin
sole, and Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean
perch allocations required by
Amendment 80. For the GOA, this final
rule adds text and Tables 17 and 18 to
establish sideboard limits in the Gulf of
Alaska for the Amendment 80 vessels.
This final rule is necessary to ensure
that allocations will be in effect for
Amendments 80 and 85 participants at
the beginning of the 2008 fishing year.
These allocations also will be
incorporated in future rulemaking
supporting the annual harvest
specification process for the Alaska
groundfish fisheries.

Revisions to 2008 Final Harvest
Specifications for the BSAI

Table 1.

The 2008 final TACs for the BSAI are
within the optimum yield range
established for the BSAI and do not
exceed the acceptable biological catch
(ABC) for any single species or complex.
Table 1 of the 2008 final harvest
specifications (72 FR 9454) lists the
2008 final OFL, ABC, TAG, initial total
allowable catch (ITAC), and CDQ
groundfish reserve amounts for BSAI
groundfish. This action does not change
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the 2008 OFL, ABC, TAC, or CDQ
groundfish reserve amounts. However,
the final rules implementing
Amendments 80 and 85 modified the
percentage of TAC for the directed
fisheries species that are allocated to the
Community Development Quota (CDQ)
program, per statutory requirements.
This action does not need to revise these
CDQ reserve amounts because the 2008
final harvest specifications (72 FR 9451,
March 2, 2007) used the same
percentage of TAC.

As explained in the proposed and
final rules for Amendment 80, catch in

the CDQ fisheries of species in TAC
categories that are not allocated to the
CDQ program will be managed under
the statutory and regulatory provisions
for the non-CDQ groundfish fisheries.
Retention of species closed to directed
fishing will either be limited to
maximum retainable amounts or all
catch of the species will be required to
be discarded. Notices of closures to
directed fishing and retention
requirements for these species will
apply to the CDQ and non-CDQ sectors.
The catch of species not allocated to the
CDQ program in the CDQ fisheries will

not constrain the catch of other CDQ
species unless catch by all sectors
approached an overfishing level (OFL).
This action changes Table 1 by
increasing the 2008 ITAC amounts for
the Amendment 80 species from 85
percent to 89.3 percent of their
respective TACs. The revised Table 1
below replaces Table 1 in the final
harvest specifications (72 FR 9454). The
apportionment of TAC amounts among
fisheries and seasons is discussed
below.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-S
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TABLE 1- 2008 OVERFISHING LEVEL (OFL), ACCEPTABLE BIOLOGICAL CATCH (ABC), TOTAL
ALLOWABLE CATCH (TAC), INITIAL TAC (ITAC), AND CDQ RESERVE ALLOCATION OF

GROUNDFISH IN THE BSAI'
[Amounts are in metric tons]
Species Area 2008
OFL ABC TAC ITAC? CDQ***

Pollock® BS 1,431,000 1,318,000 1,318,000 1,186,200 131,800
Al 50,300 41,000 19,000 17,100 1,900
_Bogoslof 48,000 5,220, 10 10 0
Pacific cod* BSAI 154,000 131,000 127,070 113,474 13,596
Sablefish® BS 3,290 2,970 2,970, 1,263 111
Al 3,100, 2,800 2,800 596 52|
Atka mackerel BSAI 64,200 54,900 54,900 49,026 5,874
EAVBS n/aj 17,6001 17,600 15,717 1,883
CAl n/aj 22,000 22,000 19,646 2,354
WAI 1/a 15,300 15,300 13,663 1,637,
Yellowfin sole BSAI 261,000 245,000, 150,000 133,950 16,050
Rock sole BSAI 271,000, 268,000 75,000 66,975, 8,025
Greenland turbot BSAI 16,000 2,490 2,490 2,117, n/a
BS n/a| 1,720 1,720 1,462 184
Al n/al 770 770 655 0
 Arrowtooth flounder BSAI 208,000 171,000 30,000, 25,500 3,210,
Flathead sole BSAI 92,800 77,200 45,000 40,185 4,815
Other flatfish® BSAI 28,500 21,400 21,400 18,190 0
Alaska plaice BSAI 252,000 199,000, 60,000 51,000 0)
Pacific ocean perch BSAI 25,600 21,600 21,600 19,114 n/a
BS n/al 4,080 4,080 3,468 0
EAI /al 4,900 4,900 4,376 524
CAI n/al 5,000 5,000 4,465 535
WAI nfzi 7,620 7,620 6,805 815
Northern rockfish BSAI 9,700 8,150 8,150 6,928 0
Shortraker rockfish BSAI 564 424 424 360 0
Rougheye rockfish BSAI 269 202! 202 172 0|
Other rockfish’ BSAI 1,330 999 999 849 0|
BS n/aj 414 414 352 0
Al n/a 585 585 497 0
Squid BSAI 2,620 1,970 1,970 1,675] 0
Other species® BSAI 91,700 68,800 58,015 49,313 0
TOTAL 3,014,973 2,642,125 2,000,000 1,783,996 187,491

! These amounts apply to the entire BSAI management area unless otherwise specified. With the exception
of pollock, and for the purpose of these harvest specifications, the Bering Sea (BS) subarea includes the Bogoslof

District.

? Except for pollock, the portion of the sablefish TAC allocated to hook-and-line and pot gear, and
Amendment 80 species, 15 percent of each TAC is put into a reserve. The ITAC for these species is the remainder
of the TAC after the subtraction of these reserves.

® Under § 679.20(a)(5)(i)(A)(1), the annual Bering Sea subarea pollock TAC, after subtracting first for the
CDQ directed fishing allowance (10 percent) and second for the incidental catch allowance (2.8 percent), is further
allocated by sector for a directed pollock fishery as follows: inshore - 50 percent; catcher/processor - 40 percent;
and motherships - 10 percent. Under § 679.20(a)(5)(iii)(B)(2)(i) and (ii), the annual Aleutian Islands subarea

pollock TAC, after subtracting first for the CDQ directed fishing allowance (10 percent) and second for the
incidental catch allowance (1,600 mt), is allocated to the Aleut Corporation for a directed pollock fishery.

* The Pacific cod TAC is reduced by three percent from the ABC to account for the State of Alaska's (State)
guideline harvest level in State waters of the Aleutian Islands subarea.

* For the Amendment 80 species (Atka mackerel, Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean perch, yellowfin sole, rock
sole, flathead sole, and Pacific cod), 10.7 percent of the TAC is reserved for use by CDQ pan1c1pants (see §§
679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C) and 679.31). Twenty percent of the sablefish TAC allocated to hook-and-line gear or pot gear,
7.5 percent of the sablefish TAC allocated to trawl gear, and 10.7 percent of the TACs for Bering Sea Greenland
turbot and arrowtooth flounder are reserved for use by CDQ participants (see § 679.20(b)(1)(ii)(B) and (D)).
Aleutian Islands Greenland turbot, "other flatfish," Alaska plaice, Bering Sea Pacific ocean perch, northern rockfish,
shortraker rockfish, rougheye rockfish, "other rockfish," squid, and "other species” are not allocated to the CDQ

program.

® "Other flatfish" includes all flatfish species, except for halibut (a prohibited species), flathead sole,
Greenland turbot, rock sole, yellowfin sole, arrowtooth flounder, and Alaska plaice.
7 "Other rockfish" includes all Sebastes and Sebastolobus species except for Pacific ocean perch, northern,

shortraker, and rougheye rockfish.

8 "Other species” includes sculpins, sharks, skates, and octopus. Forage fish, as defined at § 679.2, are not

included in the "other species" category.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-C
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Non-specified Reserves, CDQ Reserves
and the Incidental Catch Allowance
(ICA) for Pollock, Atka Mackerel,
Flathead Sole, Rock Sole, Sablefish,
Yellowfin Sole, and Aleutian Islands

Pacific Ocean Perch

Amendment 80 fully allocates the
TACs for Amendment 80 species
between the ITAC (89.3 percent) and
CDQ reserves (10.7 percent). Therefore,
this action changes the amount of the
Amendment 80 species allocated to the
non-specified reserves from 7.5 percent
to 0 percent. Also, for species allocated
to the CDQ program, except pollock and
the portion of the sablefish TAC
allocated to the hook-and-line and pot
gear, Amendment 80 increases the CDQ
reserves from 7.5 percent to 10.7
percent. Therefore, this action changes
the amount of arrowtooth flounder and
Bering Sea Greenland turbot allocated to
the non-specified reserves from 7.5
percent to 4.3 percent. This action also
establishes ICAs for Atka mackerel,
flathead sole, rock sole, yellowfin sole,
and Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean
perch, since Amendment 80 fully
allocates these species to the BSAI trawl
limited access and Amendment 80
sectors.

Section 679.20(b)(1)(i) requires the
placement of 15 percent of the TAC for
each target species or “other species”
category, except for pollock, the hook-
and-line and pot gear allocation of
sablefish, and the Amendment 80
species, in a non-specified reserve.
Section 679.20(b)(1)(ii)(B) requires that
20 percent of the hook-and-line and pot
gear allocation of sablefish be allocated
to the fixed gear sablefish CDQ reserve.
Section 679.20(b)(1)(ii)(D) requires the
allocation of 7.5 percent of the trawl

TABLE 2-2008 APPORTIONMENT OF RESERVES TO ITAC CATEGORIES

gear allocations of sablefish and 10.7
percent of the Bering Sea Greenland
turbot and arrowtooth flounder TACs to
the respective CDQ reserves. Section
679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C) requires the
allocations of 10.7 percent of the TACs
for Atka mackerel, Aleutian Islands
Pacific ocean perch, yellowfin sole, rock
sole, flathead sole, and Pacific cod to
the CDQ reserves. Sections
679.20(a)(5)(iii)(B)(2)(1),
679.20(b)(1)(1)(A), and 679.31(a) also
require the allocation of 10 percent of
the BSAI pollock TACs to the pollock
CDQ directed fishing allowance (DFA).
The entire Bogoslof District pollock
TAC is allocated as an ICA (see

§§ 679.20(a)(5)(ii)). With the exception
of the hook-and-line and pot gear
sablefish CDQ reserve, the regulations
do not further apportion the CDQ
allocations by gear. Section
679.21(e)(3)(i)(A) requires withholding
of 7.5 percent of the Chinook salmon
PSC limit, 10.7 percent of the crab and
non-Chinook salmon PSC limits, and
343 metric tons (mt) of halibut PSC as
PSQ reserves for the CDQ fisheries.
Sections 679.30 and 679.31 set forth
regulations governing the management
of the CDQ and PSQ reserves.

Pursuant to §679.20(a)(5)(1)(A)(1),
NMEF'S allocates a pollock ICA of 2.8
percent of the Bering Sea subarea
pollock TAC after subtraction of the 10
percent CDQ reserve. This allowance is
unchanged from the final 2008 harvest
specifications for the BSAI (72 FR 9451,
March 2, 2007).

Pursuant to § 679.20(a)(8) and (10),
NMTFS allocates new ICAs of 2,000 mt
of flathead sole, 2,000 mt of rock sole,
2,000 mt of yellowfin sole, 10 mt each
of Western and Central Aleutian District
Pacific ocean perch and Atka mackerel,

[Amounts are in metric tons]

100 mt of Eastern Aleutian District
Pacific ocean perch, and 1,400 mt of
Eastern Aleutian District and Bering Sea
subarea Atka mackerel TACs after
subtraction of the 10.7 percent CDQ
reserve. These allowances are based on
NMFS’ examination of the incidental
catch in other target fisheries from 2003
through 2006.

Pursuant to § 679.20(b)(1)(i),
Amendment 80 species are no longer
put into a non-specified reserve.
Therefore, this action removes from
Table 2 the Amendment 80 species
(Pacific cod, Atka mackerel and Pacific
ocean perch) that were supplemented
from the non-specified reserve in Table
2 of the final 2008 harvest specifications
(72 FR 9455). The regulations do not
designate the remainder of the non-
specified reserve by species or species
group. Any amount of the reserve may
be apportioned to a target species or to
the “other species” category during the
year, provided that such
apportionments do not result in
overfishing (see § 679.20(b)(1)(ii)). The
Regional Administrator has determined
that the ITACGs specified for the species
listed in Table 2 need to be
supplemented from the non-specified
reserve because U.S. fishing vessels
have demonstrated the capacity to catch
the full TAC allocations. Therefore, in
accordance with §679.20(b)(3), NMFS is
apportioning the amounts shown in
Table 2 from the non-specified reserve
to increase the ITAC for northern
rockfish, shortraker rockfish, rougheye
rockfish, and Bering Sea “‘other
rockfish” by 7.5 percent of the TAC. The
revised Table 2 below replaces Table 2
in the final harvest specifications (72 FR
9455).

BILLING CODE 6100-22-S

Species--area or subarea 2008 ITAC 2008 reserve amount 2008 final ITAC
Shortraker rockfish-BSAI 360 32 391
Rougheye rockfish-BSAI 172 15 187
Northern rockfish-BSAI 6,928 611 7,539
Otherrockfish--Bering Sea subarea 352 31 383

Total 7,812 689 8,500

BILLING CODE 6100-22-C
Allocation of the Atka Mackerel TAC

Section 679.20(a)(8)(ii) allocates the
Atka mackerel TACs, after subtracting
first the CDQ reserves, second the ICAs
for the BSAI trawl limited access sector
and non-trawl gear, and third the jig

gear allocation, to the Amendment 80
and BSAI trawl limited access sectors.
The allocation of the ITAC for Atka
mackerel to the Amendment 80 and
BSAI trawl limited access sectors is
established in Table 33 to part 679 and
§679.91.

Pursuant to § 679.20(a)(8)(i), up to 2
percent of the Eastern Aleutian District
and Bering Sea subarea Atka mackerel
ITAC may be allocated to jig gear. The
amount of this allocation is determined
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annually by the Council based on
several criteria, including the
anticipated harvest capacity of the jig
gear fleet. For 2008, the Council
recommended, and NMFS approved, a 1
percent allocation of the Atka mackerel
ITAC in the Eastern Aleutian District
and Bering Sea subarea to jig gear. Based
on the 2008 TAC of 17,600 mt the 2008
jig gear allocation is revised to 143 mt.

Section 679.20(a)(8)(ii)(A) apportions
the Atka mackerel ITAC into two equal
seasonal allowances. The first seasonal
allowance is made available for directed
fishing from January 1 (January 20 for
trawl gear) to April 15 (A season), and
the second seasonal allowance is made
available from September 1 to
November 1 (B season; Table 4). The jig
gear allocation is not apportioned by
season.

Pursuant to §679.20(a)(8)(ii)(C)(1), the
Regional Administrator will establish a
harvest limit area (HLA) limit of no
more than 60 percent of the seasonal
TAC for the Central (Area 542) and
Western (Area 543) Aleutian Districts.
NMFS will establish HLA limits for the

CDQ reserve and each of the three non-
CDQ fishery categories: the BSAI trawl
limited access sector; the Amendment
80 limited access sector; and an
aggregate HLA limit applicable to all
Amendment 80 cooperatives. NMFS
will assign vessels in each of those three
non-CDQ sectors that apply to fish for
Atka mackerel in the HLA to an HLA
fishery based on a random lottery for
each sector of the vessels that apply (see
§679.20(a)(8)(iii)).

Each trawl sector will have a separate
lottery. A maximum of two HLA
fisheries will be established in Area 542
for the BSAI trawl limited access sector.
In Area 543, there is no allocation of
Atka mackerel or HLA fishery for the
BSAI trawl limited access sector.
Therefore, the lottery for the BSAI trawl
limited access sector will not include
Area 543. A maximum of four HLA
fisheries will be established for vessels
assigned to Amendment 80
cooperatives, a first and second HLA
fishery in Area 542, and a first and
second HLA fishery in Area 543. A
maximum of four HLA fisheries will be

established for vessels assigned to the
Amendment 80 limited access fishery, a
first and second HLA fishery in Area
542, and a first and second HLA fishery
in Area 543. NMFS will initially open
fishing in the HLA for the first HLA
fishery in all three trawl sectors at the
same time. The initial opening of fishing
in the HLA will be based on the first
directed fishing closure of Atka
mackerel in the Eastern Aleutian
District and Bering Sea subarea for any
one of the three trawl sectors allocated
Atka mackerel TAC. This action changes
the Atka mackerel allocations by
subtracting the amount for the ICA. This
reduces the amount of Atka mackerel
available for the jig gear allocation in
the Eastern Aleutian District and Bering
Sea subarea. This action also adds the
allocations to three sectors: BSAI trawl
limited access, Amendment 80 limited
access, and Amendment 80
cooperatives. The revised Table 4 below
replaces Table 4 in the final harvest
specifications (72 FR 9457).

BILLING CODE 6100-22-S
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TABLE 4-2008 SEASONAL AND SPATIAL ALLOWANCES, GEAR SHARES, CDQ RESERVE,
INCIDENTAL CATCH ALLOWANCE, AND AMENDMENT 80 ALLOCATIONS OF THE BSAI ATKA

MACKEREL TAC!
[Amounts are in metric tons]
Sector? Season®* Allocation by management area
Eastern Aleutian Central Aleutian Western Aleutian
District/Bering Sea® | District District

TAC n/a 17,600 22,000 15,300

CDQ reserve Total 1,883 2,354 1,637
HLAS n/a 1,412 982

ICA Total 1,400 10 10

Jig’ Total 143 0 0

BSAI trawl limited access Total 283 393 0
A 142 196 0
HLA® n/a 118 0
B 142 196 0
HLA® n/a 118 0

Amendment 80 limited access | Total 7,307 11,598 8,417
A 3,654 5,799 4,209
HLAS® n/a 3,479 2,525
B 3,654 5,799 4,209
HLAS n/a 3,479 2,525

Amendment 80 cooperatives Total 6,584 7,646 5,236
A 3,292 3,823 2,618
HLAS n/a 2,294 1,571
B 3,292 3,823 2,618
HLA® n/a 2,294 1,571

! Regulations at §§ 679.20(a)(8)(ii)(A) and 679.22(a) establish temporal and spatial limitations for the Atka

mackerel fishery.
% Section 679.20(a)(8)(ii) allocates the Atka mackerel TACs, after subtraction of the CDQ reserves, ICAs,

and jig gear allocation, to the Amendment 80 and BSAI traw! limited access sectors. The allocation of the ITAC for
Atka mackerel to the Amendment 80 and BSAI trawl limited access sectors is established in Table 33 to part 679 and

§ 679.91. The CDQ reserve is 10.7 percent of the TAC (see §§ 679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C) and 679.31).

? The seasonal allowances of Atka mackerel are 50 percent in the A season and 50 percent in the B season.
* The A season is January 1 (January 20 for trawl gear) to April 15, and the B season is September 1 to
November 1.
5 Eastern Aleutian District and Bering Sea subarea.
¢ Harvest Limit Area (HLA) limit refers to the amount of each seasonal allowance that is available for
fishing inside the HLA (see § 679.2). In 2008, 60 percent of each seasonal allowance is available for fishing inside
the HLA in the Western and Central Aleutian Districts.

' 7 Section 679.20(a)(8)(i) requires the allocation of up to 2 percent of the Eastern Aleutian District
and Bering Sea subarea TAC jig gear after subtraction of the CDQ reserve and ICA. The amount of this allocation is

1 percent. The jig gear allocation is not apportioned by season.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-C
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Allocation of the Pacific cod TAC

This action changes the Pacific cod
allocations in Table 5 by increasing the
hook-and-line and pot catcher vessels
less than 60 ft (18.3 m) length overall
(LOA), hook-and-line catcher/
processors, and pot catcher vessels
greater than or equal to 60 ft (18.3 m)
LOA allocations and decreasing pot
catcher/processors, jig gear, trawl
catcher vessels, and trawl catcher/
processors. Also, the trawl catcher/
processor allocation is separated into
allocations for the AFA trawl catcher/
processors and non-AFA trawl catcher/
processors. Amendment 80 further
allocates the non-AFA trawl catcher/
processor allocation between the
Amendment 80 limited access and
cooperatives. Table 5 also revises the
seasonal allowances of Pacific cod to
various sectors.

Section 679.20(a)(7)(i) and (ii)
allocates the Pacific cod TAC in the
BSALI, after subtraction of 10.7 percent
for the CDQ reserve, as follows: 1.4
percent to vessels using jig gear, 2.0
percent to hook-and-line and pot
catcher vessels less than 60 ft (18.3 m)
length overall (LOA), 0.2 percent to
hook-and-line catcher vessels greater
than or equal to 60 ft (18.3 m) LOA, 48.7
percent to hook-and-line catcher/
processors, 8.4 percent to pot catcher
vessels greater than or equal to 60 ft
(18.3 m) LOA, 1.5 percent to pot
catcher/processors, 2.3 percent to
American Fisheries Act (AFA) trawl
catcher/processors, 13.4 percent to non-
AFA trawl catcher/processors, and 22.1
percent to trawl catcher vessels. The
ICA for the hook-and-line and pot
sectors will be deducted from the
aggregate portion of Pacific cod TAC
allocated to the hook-and-line and pot
sectors. For 2008, the Regional
Administrator establishes an ICA of 500

mt based on anticipated incidental catch
by these sectors in other fisheries. This
allowance is unchanged from the final
2008 harvest specifications for the BSAI
(72 FR 9458, March 2, 2007). The
allocation of the ITAC for Pacific cod to
the Amendment 80 sector is established
in Table 33 to part 679 and §679.91.

Sections 679.20(a)(7) and 679.23(e)(5)
apportion seasonal allowances of the
Pacific cod ITAC to disperse the Pacific
cod fisheries over the fishing year. In
accordance with §679.20(a)(7)(iv)(B)
and (C), any unused portion of a
seasonal Pacific cod allowance will
become available at the beginning of the
next seasonal allowance.

Sections 679.20(a)(7)(i)(B) and
679.23(e)(5) establish the CDQ season
allowances based on gear. For most
hook-and-line catcher/processors and
hook-and-line catcher vessels greater
than or equal to 60 ft (18.3 m) LOA
harvesting CDQ Pacific cod, the first
seasonal allowance of 60 percent of the
ITAC is available for directed fishing
from January 1 to June 10, and the
second seasonal allowance of 40 percent
of the ITAC is available from June 10 to
December 31. No seasonal harvest
constraints are imposed on the CDQ
Pacific cod fishery for pot gear or hook-
and-line catcher vessels less than 60 feet
(18.3 m) LOA. For vessels harvesting
CDQ Pacific cod with trawl gear the first
season allowance of 60 percent of the
ITAC is available January 20 to April 1.
The second season, April 1 to June 10,
and the third season, June 10 to
November 1, are each allocated 20
percent of the ITAC. The CDQ Pacific
cod trawl catcher vessel allocation is
further allocated as 70 percent in the
first season, 10 percent in the second
season, and 20 percent in the third
season. The CDQ Pacific cod trawl
catcher/processor allocation is 50

percent in the first season, 30 percent in
the second season, and 20 percent in the
third season. For jig gear, the first and
third seasonal allowances are each
allocated 40 percent of the ITAC and the
second seasonal allowance is allocated
20 percent of the ITAC.

Sections 679.20(a)(7)(iv)(A) and
679.23(e)(5) apportion the non-CDQ
season allowances by gear as follows.
For hook-and-line and pot catcher/
processors and hook-and-line and pot
catcher vessels greater than or equal to
60 ft (18.3 m) LOA, the first seasonal
allowance of 51 percent of the ITAC is
available for directed fishing from
January 1 to June 10, and the second
seasonal allowance of 49 percent of the
ITAC is available from June 10
(September 1 for pot gear) to December
31. No seasonal harvest constraints are
imposed on the Pacific cod fishery for
catcher vessels less than 60 feet (18.3 m)
LOA using hook-and-line or pot gear.
For trawl gear, the first season is January
20 to April 1, the second season is April
1 to June 10, and the third season is June
10 to November 1. The trawl catcher
vessel allocation is further allocated as
74 percent in the first season, 11 percent
in the second season, and 15 percent in
the third season. The trawl catcher/
processor allocation is allocated 75
percent in the first season, 25 percent in
the second season, and zero percent in
the third season. For jig gear, the first
seasonal allowance is allocated 60
percent of the ITAC and the second and
third seasonal allowances are each
allocated 20 percent of the ITAC. Table
5 lists the new 2008 allocations and
seasonal apportionments of the Pacific
cod TAC. The revised Table 5 below
replaces Table 5 in the final harvest
specifications (72 FR 9458).

BILLING CODE 6100-22-S
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TABLE 5-2008 GEAR SHARES AND SEASONAL ALLOWANCES OF THE BSAI PACIFIC COD TAC
[Amounts are in metric tons]
Gear sector Percent| 2008 share of | 2008 share of 2008 seasonal apportionment
gear sector total sector total

Date Amount
Total TAC 100 127,070 n/a n/a n/a
CDQ 10.7 13,596 n/afsee §679.20(a)(7)(1)(B) n/a
Total hook-and-line/pot gear 60.8 68,992 n/a n/a n/a
Hook-and-line/pot ICA! n/a n/a 500 n/a n/a
Hook-and-line/pot sub-total n/a 68,492 n/a /a n/a
Hook-and-line 48.7 n/a 54,861 Jan 1-Jun 10 27,979
catcher/processor Jun 10-Dec 31 26,882
Hook-and-line catcher vessel > 0.2 n/a 225 Jan 1-Jun 10 115
60 ft LOA Jun 10-Dec 31 110
Pot catcher/processor 1.5 n/a 1,690 Jan 1-Jun 10 862
Sept 1-Dec 31 828
Pot catcher vessel > 60 ft LOA 8.4 n/a 9,463 Jan 1-Jun 10 4,826
Sept 1-Dec 31 4,637
Catcher vessels < 60 ft LOA 2.0 2,253 2,253 n/a n/a

using hook-and-line or pot gear

Trawl catcher vessels 22.1 25,078 n/a Jan 20-Apr 1 18,557
n/a Apr 1-Jun 10 2,759
n/a Jun 10-Nov 1 3,762
AFA trawl catcher/processor 2.3 2,610 n/a Jan 20-Apr 1 1,957
n/a Apr 1-Jun 10 652
n/a Jun 10-Nov 1 0
Amendment 80 limited access n/a 2,452 n/a Jan 20-Apr 1 1,839
Apr 1- Jun 10 613
Jun 10-Nov 1 0
Amendment 80 cooperative n/a 12,754 n/a Jan 20-Apr 1 9,566
Apr 1- Jun 10 3,189
Jun 10-Nov 1 0
Jig 14 1,589 n/a Jan 1-Apr 30 953
n/a Apr 30-Aug 31 318
n/a Aug 31-Dec 31 318

" The ICA for the hook-and-line and pot sectors will be deducted from the aggregate portion of Pacific cod
TAC allocated to the hook-and-line and pot sectors. The Regional Administrator approves an ICA of 500 mt for
2008 based on anticipated incidental catch in these fisheries.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-C

Allocation of PSC Limits for Halibut,
Salmon, Crab, and Herring

Amendment 80 reduces the
allocations of halibut, non-Chinook
salmon, and crab PSC limits that may be
taken while non-AFA trawl catcher/
processors are groundfish fishing in the
BSAIL Amendment 80 increases the non-
Chinook salmon and crab allocated to
the CDQQ program as prohibited species
quota (PSQ) reserve increases from 7.5
percent to 10.7 percent and increases
the percentage of halibut PSQ allocated
to the CDQ program. Amendment 85
divides the halibut PSC allowance

annually specified for the hook-and-line
Pacific cod fishery between two fishery
sectors: the hook-and-line catcher/
processor sector and the hook-and-line
catcher vessel sector.

Amendment 80 also adjusts the
maximum limit for red king crab
bycatch in the red king crab savings
subarea. This action incorporates these
allocation changes in Tables 7a-e below.
Tables 7a-e do not change the PSC
limits that were established in the
original harvest specifications for 2008.

Section 679.21(e) sets forth the BSAI
PSC limits. Sections 679.21(e)(1)(iv) and
(e)(2) establish the 2008 BSAI halibut
mortality limits as 3,675 mt for trawl

fisheries and 900 mt for the non-trawl
fisheries. Section 679.21(e)(3)(i)
allocates 276 mt of the trawl halibut
mortality limit and § 679.21(e)(4)(i)(A)
allocates 7.5 percent, or 67 mt, of the
non-trawl halibut mortality limit as the
PSQ reserve for use by the groundfish
CDQ program. Section 679.21(e)(1)(vi)
specifies 29,000 fish as the 2008
Chinook salmon PSC limit for the
Bering Sea subarea pollock fishery.
Section 679.21(e)(3)(1)(A)(3)(i) allocates
7.5 percent, or 2,175 Chinook salmon, as
the Bering Sea subarea PSQ reserve for
the CDQQ program and allocates the
remaining 26,825 Chinook salmon to the
non-CDQ) fisheries. Section
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679.21(e)(1)(viii) specifies 700 fish as
the 2008 Chinook salmon PSC limit for
the Al subarea pollock fishery. Section
679.21(e)(3)(i)(A)(3)(1) allocates 7.5
percent, or 53 Chinook salmon, as the
Al subarea PSQ reserve for the CDQ
program and allocates the remaining
647 Chinook salmon to the non-CDQ
fisheries. Section 679.21(e)(1)(vii)
specifies 42,000 fish as the 2008 non-
Chinook salmon PSC limit for the BSAIL
Section 679.21(e)(3)(1)(A)(3)(ii) allocates
10.7 percent, or 4,494 non-Chinook
salmon, as the PSQ reserve for the CDQ
program and allocates the remaining
37,506 non-Chinook salmon to the non-
CDQ fisheries.

PSC limits for crab and herring are
specified annually based on abundance
and spawning biomass. Pursuant to
§679.21(e)(3)(1)(A)(1), 10.7 percent of
each PSC limit specified for crab is
allocated as a PSQ reserve for use by the
groundfish CDQ program.

The red king crab mature female
abundance is estimated from the 2006
survey data at 29.7 million red king
crabs and the effective spawning
biomass is estimated as 157 million
pounds (71,215 mt). Based on the
criteria set out at §679.21(e)(1)(ii), the
2008 PSC limit of red king crab in Zone
1 for trawl gear is 197,000 animals. This
limit results from the mature female
abundance estimate of more than 8.4
million king crab and the effective
spawning biomass estimate of more than
55 million pounds (24,948 mt).

Section 679.21(e)(3)(ii)(B)(2)
establishes criteria under which NMFS
must specify an annual red king crab
bycatch limit for the Red King Crab
Savings Subarea (RKCSS). The
regulations implementing Amendment
80 limit the RKCSS to up to 25 percent
of the red king crab PSC allowance.
Prior to Amendment 80, regulations
limited the RKCSS to up to 35 percent
of the trawl bycatch allowance specified
for the rock sole/flathead sole/*‘other
flatfish” fishery category. In December
2006, for 2007 and 2008 the Council
recommended and NMFS approved a
red king crab bycatch limit equal to 35
percent of the trawl bycatch allowance
specified for the rock sole/flathead sole/
“other flatfish” fishery category within
the RKCSS. Since this was the
maximum limit available for the RKCSS,
under the regulations implementing
Amendment 80 NMFS is also setting the
2008 red king crab bycatch limit at the
maximum amount available for the
RKCSS, or 25 percent of the red king
crab PSC allowance.

Based on 2006 survey data, Tanner
crab (Chionoecetes bairdi) abundance is
estimated as 866 million animals. Given
the criteria set out at §679.21(e)(1)(iii),

the 2008 C. bairdi crab PSC limit for
trawl gear is 980,000 animals in Zone 1
and 2,970,000 animals in Zone 2. These
limits result from the C. bairdi crab
abundance estimate of more than 400
million animals.

Pursuant to § 679.21(e)(1)(iv), the PSC
limit for snow crab (C. opilio) is based
on total abundance as indicated by the
NMFS annual bottom trawl survey. The
C. opilio crab PSC limit is set at 0.1133
percent of the Bering Sea abundance
index. Based on the 2006 survey
estimate of 3.25 billion animals, the
calculated limit is 4,350,000 animals.

Pursuant to § 679.21(e)(1)(vi), the PSC
limit of Pacific herring caught while
conducting any trawl operation for BSAI
groundfish is 1 percent of the annual
eastern Bering Sea herring biomass. The
best estimate of 2008 herring biomass is
178,652 mt. This amount was derived
using 2006 survey data and an age-
structured biomass projection model
developed by the Alaska Department of
Fish and Game. Therefore, the herring
PSC limit for 2008 is 1,787 mt for all
trawl gear.

Section 679.21(e)(3) requires, after
subtraction of PSQ reserves, that crab
and halibut trawl PSC be apportioned
between the BSAI trawl limited access
and Amendment 80 sectors as presented
in Table 7a. The amount of 2008 PSC
assigned to the Amendment 80 sector is
specified in Table 35 to part 679.
Pursuant to §679.21(e)(1)(iv) and
§679.91(d) through (f), crab and halibut
traw] PSC assigned to the Amendment
80 sector is then sub-allocated to
Amendment 80 cooperatives as PSC
cooperative quota (CQ) and to the
Amendment 80 limited access fishery as
presented in Tables 7d and e. PSC CQ
assigned to Amendment 80 cooperatives
is not allocated to specific fishery
categories. Section 679.21(e)(3)(i)(B)
requires the apportionment of each
trawl PSC limit not assigned to
Amendment 80 cooperatives into PSC
bycatch allowances for seven specified
fishery categories. NMFS used the
percentages from the trawl
apportionments in Table 7 of the 2007
and 2008 final harvest specifications for
the BSAI (72 FR 9460) to derive the
fishery category and seasonal
apportionments for the BSAI trawl
limited assess sector in Table 7c and the
Amendment 80 limited access sector in
Table 7e, below.

Section 679.21(e)(4)(i)(B) requires the
apportionment of halibut to the non-
trawl fishery categories based on each
category’s proportional share of the
anticipated bycatch mortality of halibut
during a fishing year and the need to
optimize the amount of total groundfish
harvested under the non-trawl halibut

PSC limits. Section 679.21(e)(4)(i)(C)
authorizes the apportionment of the
non-trawl halibut PSC limit into PSC
bycatch allowances among six fishery
categories. Table 7c lists the fishery
bycatch allowances for the trawl and
non-trawl fisheries.

Section 679.21(e)(4)(ii) authorizes the
exemption of specified non-trawl
fisheries from the halibut PSC limit. As
in past years, NMFS, after consultation
with the Council, exempts pot gear, jig
gear, and the sablefish IFQQ hook-and-
line gear fishery categories from halibut
bycatch restrictions because (1) the pot
gear fisheries have low halibut bycatch
mortality, (2) halibut mortality for the
jig gear fleet is assumed to be negligible,
and (3) the sablefish and halibut IFQ
fisheries have low halibut bycatch
mortality because the IFQ program
(subpart D of 50 CFR part 679) requires
legal-sized halibut to be retained by
vessels using hook-and-line gear if a
halibut IFQ permit holder or a hired
master is aboard and is holding unused
halibut IFQ. In 20086, total groundfish
catch for the pot gear fishery in the
BSAI was approximately 19,721 mt,
with an associated halibut bycatch
mortality of about 5 mt. The 2006 jig
gear fishery harvested about 84 mt of
groundfish. Most vessels in the jig gear
fleet are less than 60 ft (18.3 m) LOA
and thus are exempt from observer
coverage requirements. As a result,
observer data are not available on
halibut bycatch in the jig gear fishery.
However, a negligible amount of halibut
bycatch mortality is assumed because of
the selective nature of jig gear and the
low mortality rate of halibut caught with
jig gear and released.

Section 679.21(e)(5) authorizes
NMFS, after consultation with the
Council, to establish seasonal
apportionments of PSC amounts in
order to maximize the ability of the fleet
to harvest the available groundfish TAC
and to minimize bycatch. The factors to
be considered are (1) seasonal
distribution of prohibited species, (2)
seasonal distribution of target
groundfish species, (3) PSC bycatch
needs on a seasonal basis relevant to
prohibited species biomass, (4) expected
variations in bycatch rates throughout
the year, (5) expected start of fishing
effort, and (6) economic effects of
seasonal PSC apportionments on
industry sectors. The Council
recommended and NMFS approved the
seasonal PSC apportionments in Table
7c to maximize harvest among gear
types, fisheries, and seasons while
minimizing bycatch of PSC based on the
above criteria. The revised Tables 7a-e
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replace Table 7 in the final harvest
specifications (72 FR 9460).
BILLING CODE 6100-22-S

TABLE 7a-2008 APPORTIONMENT OF PROHIBITED SPECIES CATCH ALLOWANCES TO NON-TRAWL
GEAR, THE CDQ PROGRAM, AMENDMENT 80, AND THE BSAI TRAWL LIMITED ACCESS SECTORS

PSC species Total non- | Non-trawl | Total trawl Trawl PSC | CDQ Amendment | BSAI
trawl PSC PSC PSC remaining PSQ 80 sector trawl

remaining after CDQ | reserve? limited
after CDQ PSQ? access
PSQ? fishery

Halibut 900 832 3,675 3,400 343 2,525 875

mortality

(mt) BSAT'

Herring (mt) n/a n/a 1,787 n/a n/a n/a n/a

BSAI'

Red king n/a n/a 197,000 175,921 21,079 109,915 53,797

crab

(animals)

Zone 1!

C. opilio n/a n/a 4,350,000 3,884,550 | 465,450 2,386,668 | 1,248,494

(animals)

(COBLZ)!

C. bairdi n/a n/a 980,000 875,140 | 104,860 460,674 411,228

crab

(animals)

Zone 1!

C. bairdi crab n/a n/a 2,970,000 2,652,210 | 317,790 784,789 | 1,241,500

(animals)

Zone 2!

! Refer to § 679.2 for definitions of areas.

Section 679.21(e)(3)(i) allocates 276 mt of the trawl halibut mortality and § 679.21(e)(3)(1)(A)(2) allocates
7.5 percent, or 67 mt, of the non-trawl halibut mortality limit as the PSQ reserve for use by the groundfish CDQ
program. The PSQ reserve for crab species is 10.7 percent of each crab PSC limit.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-C
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TABLE 7b-2008 HERRING AND RED KING CRAB SAVINGS SUBAREA PROHIBITED SPECIES CATCH
ALLOWANCES FOR ALL TRAWL SECTORS

Trawl gear Herring Red king
(metric tons) crab
BSAI (animals)
Zone 1!

Yellowfin sole 153 n/a
Rock sole/other flat/flathead sole? 27 n/a
Turbot/arrowtooth/sablefish® 12 n/a
Rockfish n/al n/al
July 1 - December 31 10 n/a
Pacific cod 27 n/a)
Midwater trawl pollock 1,364 n/a
Pollock/Atka mackerel/other® 194 n/a
Red king crab savings subarea’ n/a n/a
Non-pelagic trawl gear n/a 49,250
Total trawl PSC 1,787 197,000

' Refer to § 679.2 for definitions of areas.

2 "Other flatfish” for PSC monitoring includes all flatfish species, except for halibut (a prohibited species),
flathead sole, Greenland turbot, rock sole, yellowfin sole, and arrowtooth flounder.

3 Greenland turbot, arrowtooth flounder, and sablefish fishery category.

* Pollock other than pelagic trawl pollock, Atka mackerel, and "other species" fishery category.

3 The red king crab bycatch limit for non-pelagic trawl fisheries within the RKCSS is limited to 25 percent
of the red king crab PSC allowance (see § 679.21(e)(3)(i1)(B)(2)).
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TABLE 7¢-2008 PROHIBITED SPECIES BYCATCH ALLOWANCES FOR THE BSAI TRAWL LIMITED
ACCESS AND NON-TRAWL FISHERIES
BSAI trawl limited access fisheries Prohibited species and zone

Halibut mortality (mt)| Red king C. opilio C. bairdi (animals)
BSAT crab (animals)
(animals) COBLZ'
Zone 1! Zone 1! Zone 2!
Yellowfin sole 241 9,991 961,341 154,622 808,216
January 20 - April 1 80 n/a n/a w/a n/a
April 1 - May 21 50 n/a n/a n/a n/a
May 21 - July 1 13 n/a n/a n/a n/aj
July 1 - December 31 98 n/a n/al n/a n/a
Rock sole/other flat/flathead sole® 213 35,844 199,759 165,725 269,406
January 20 - April 1 128 n/aj n/a n/a n/a
April 1 - July 1 42 n/a 1/a) 1/a) n/a
July 1 - December 31 43 n/a n/a n/a n/a
Turbot/arrowtooth/sablefish’ 0 n/a 12,485 n/a n/a
Rockfish n/a n/a n/a n/aj n/a
July 1- December 31 18 12,485 n/a 4,966
Pacific cod 343 7,842 37,455 83,068 146,497
Pollock/Atka mackerel/other* 60 120 24,970 7,814 12,415
Total BSAI trawl limited access 875 53,797 1,248,494 411,228 1,241,500
PSC
Non-trawl fisheries Catcher| Catcher
processor| vessel
Pacific cod-Total 760 15
January 1-June 10 314 10
June 10-August 15 0 0
August 15-December 31 446 5
Other non-trawl-Total 58
May 1-December 31 58
Groundfish pot and jig exempt|
Sablefish hook-and-line exempt
Total non trawl PSC 833
! Refer to § 679.2 for definitions of areas.
? “Other flatfish” for PSC monitoring includes all flatfish species, except for halibut (a prohibited species),
flathead sole, Greenland turbot, rock sole, yellowfin sole, and arrowtooth flounder.
* Greenland turbot, arrowtooth flounder, and sablefish fishery category.
* Pollock other than pelagic trawl pollock, Atka mackerel, and “other species” fishery category.
TABLE 7d-2008 PROHIBITED SPECIES BYCATCH ALLOWANCES FOR THE BSAI AMENDMENT 80
COOPERATIVES
Prohibited species and zone
Amendment 80 cooperative fisheries Halibut Red king crab C. opilio C. bairdi
mortality (animals) (animals) (animals)
(mt) BSAI Zone 1! COBLZ! Zone 1! Zone 2!
Total Amendment 80 cooperative PSC 1,837 78,631 1,632,432 340,520 580,311

! Refer to § 679.2 for definitions of areas.
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TABLE 7e-2008 PROHIBITED SPECIES BYCATCH ALLOWANCES FOR THE BSAI AMENDMENT 80

LIMITED ACCESS FISHERIES

Trawl Amendment 80 limited Prohibited species and zone
access fisheries Halibut Red king crab C. opilio C. bairdi
mortality (animals) (animals) (animals)
(mt) BSAT' Zone 1! COBLZ! Zone 1! Zone 2!

Yellowfin sole 190 5,810 580,761 45,178 133,115

January 20 - April 1 63 n/a 1/a) n/a n/a

April 1 - May 21 39 n/a n/a n/a n/a

May 21 - July 1 10 n/a n/a n/a n/a

July 1 - December 31 77 n/a n/a n/a 1/a)
Rock sole/other flat/flathead sole? 168 20,844 120,677 48,422 44372

January 20 - April 1 101 w/a n/a n/a n/al

April 1 - July 1 33 n/a n/a n/a) n/aj

July 1 - December 31 34 n/a n/a n/a n/a
Turbot/arrowtooth/sablefish’ n/a n/a 7,542 n/a n/a
Rockfish n/a n/a n/a n/a n/al

July 1 - December 31 14 n/a 7,542 n/a 818
Pacific cod 270 4,560 22,627 24271 24,129
Pollock/Atka mackerel/other® 47 69 15,085 2,283 2,045
Total Amendment 80 limited 688 31,284 754,235 120,154 204,447
access PSC

! Refer to § 679.2 for definitions of areas.
2 «“Other flatfish” for PSC monitoring includes all flatfish species, except for halibut (a prohibited species),
flathead sole, Greenland turbot, rock sole, yellowfin sole, and arrowtooth flounder.

3 Greenland turbot, arrowtooth flounder, and sablefish fishery category.

4 Pollock other than pelagic trawl pollock, Atka mackerel, and “other species” fishery category.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-C

Directed Fishing Closures

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Regional Administrator may
establish a directed fishing allowance
(DFA) for a species or species group, if
the Regional Administrator determines
that any allocation or apportionment of
a target species or “other species”
category has been or will be reached. If
the Regional Administrator establishes a
DFA, and that allowance is or will be
reached before the end of the fishing
year, NMFS will prohibit directed
fishing for that species or species group
in the specified subarea or district (see
§697.20(d)(1)(iii)). Similarly, pursuant
to §679.21(e), if the Regional
Administrator determines that a fishery

category’s bycatch allowance of halibut,
red king crab, C. bairdi crab or C. opilio
crab for a specified area has been
reached, the Regional Administrator
will prohibit directed fishing for each
species in that category in the specified
area.

The Regional Administrator has
determined that the allocation amounts
in revised Table 9, below, will be
necessary as incidental catch to support
other anticipated groundfish fisheries
for 2008 fishing year. This action
changes Table 9 by adding the ICAs for
the Amendment 80 species. This revised
Table 9 replaces Table 9 in the final
harvest specifications (72 FR 9461).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Regional Administrator establishes

the DFA for the species listed in revised
Table 9 as zero. Therefore, in
accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(iii),
NMFS is prohibiting directed fishing for
these species in the specified areas
effective at 1200 hrs, A.l.t., December
19, 2007, through 2400 hrs, A.Lt.,
December 31, 2008.

These closures remain effective under
authority of these 2008 final harvest
specifications. These closures supersede
the 2008 closures announced under
authority of the 2007 and 2008 final
harvest specifications (72 FR 9451).
While these closures are in effect, the
maximum retainable amounts at
§679.20(e) and (f) apply at any time
during a fishing trip.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-S
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TABLE 9 - 2008 DIRECTED FISHING CLOSURES!
[Amounts are in metric tons]
Area Sector Species 2008 Incidental
catch allowance
Bogoslof District All ICA pollock 10
Aleutian Islands All ICA pollock 1,600
subarea
All "Other rockfish” 497
Eastern Aleutian Non-amendment 80 and BSAI trawl | ICA Atka mackerel 1,400
District/Bering Sea limited access
Central Aleutian Non-amendment 80 and BSAI trawl | ICA Atka mackerel 10
District limited access
Western Aleutian Non-amendment 80 and BSAI trawl | ICA Atka mackerel 10
District limited access
Eastern Aleutian Non-amendment 80 and BSAI trawl | ICA Pacific ocean perch 100
District limited access
Central Aleutian Non-amendment 80 and BSAI trawl | ICA Pacific ocean perch 10
District limited access
Western Aleutian Non-amendment 80 and BSAI trawl | ICA Pacific ocean perch 10
District limited access
Bering Sea subarea All Pacific ocean perch 3,468
All "Other rockfish"” 383
All ICA pollock 33,214
Bering Sea and All Northern rockfish 7,539
Aleutian Islands
All Shortraker rockfish 392
All Rougheye rockfish 187
All "Other species" 49,313
Hook-and-line and pot gear ICA Pacific cod 500
Non-amendment 80 ICA flathead sole 2,000
Non-amendment 80 ICA rock sole 2,000
Non trawl gear ICA yellowfin sole 2,000

'Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-C

Listed AFA Catcher/Processor

Sideboard Limits

Pursuant to § 679.64(a), the Regional
Administrator restricts the ability of
listed AFA catcher/processors to engage
in directed fishing for groundfish
species other than pollock to protect
participants in other groundfish

fisheries from adverse effects resulting
from the AFA and from fishery
cooperatives in the directed pollock
fishery. The basis for these sideboard
limits is described in detail in the final
rules implementing major provisions of
the AFA (67 FR 79692, December 30,
2002), Amendment 80 (72 FR 52668,
September 14, 2007), and Amendment

85 (72 FR 50788, September 4, 2007).
Table 10 lists the 2008 catcher/
processor sideboard limits. This action
changes Table 10 by removing the
Pacific cod and yellowfin sole sideboard
limits. A sideboard limit is not
necessary for AFA catcher/processors
since Amendment 85 allocated Pacific
cod specifically to the AFA catcher/
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processor sector. Section 679.64(b)(6)
exempts AFA catcher processors from a
yellowfin sole sideboard limit because
the 2008 aggregate ITAC of yellowfin
sole assigned to the Amendment 80
sector and BSAI trawl limited access
sector (131,950 mt) is greater than
125,000 mt. Also, this action changes
Table 10 by increasing the sideboard
limits for flathead sole and rock sole
because the ITAC for these species

increases from 85 percent to 89.3
percent of the TAC. The sideboard
limits for Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean
perch and Atka mackerel remain the
same because the ITAC is specified as
89.3 percent under revised Table 1 for
2008 final harvest specifications. The
revised Table 10 below replaces Table
10 in the final harvest specifications (72
FR 9463).

All harvests of groundfish sideboard
species made by listed AFA catcher/

processors, whether as targeted catch or
incidental catch, will be deducted from
the sideboard limits in the revised Table
10. However, groundfish sideboard
species that are delivered to listed
catcher/processors by catcher vessels
will not be deducted from the 2008
sideboard limits for the listed catcher/
processors.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-S
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TABLE 10-2008 LISTED BSAI AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER/PROCESSOR GROUNDFISH

SIDEBOARD LIMITS
[Amounts are in metric tons]
Target species Area 1995 - 1997 2008 ITAC | 2008 C/P
available to | sideboard
Retained | Total catch Ratio of trawl C/Ps limit
catch retained catch
to total catch

Sablefish trawl BS 8 497 0.016 1,263 20
Al 0 145 0.000 596 0
Atka mackerel * Central Al n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
A season’ n/a n/a 0.115 9,823 1,130
HLA limit® n/a n/a n/a 5,894 678
B season' n/a n/a 0.115 9,823 1,130
HLA limit? n/a n/a n/a 5,894 678
Western Al n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a
A season' n/a n/a 0.200 6,831 1,366
HLA limit? n/a n/a n/a 4,099 820
B season' n/a n/a 0.200 6,831 1,366
HLA limit* n/a n/a n/a 4,099 820
Y ellowfin sole >* BSAI 100,192 435,788 0.230 131,950 n/a
Rock sole BSAI 6,317 169,362 0.037 66,975 2,478
Greenland turbot BS 121 17,305 0.007 1,462 10
Al 23 4,987 0.005 655 3
Arrowtooth BSAI 76 33,987 0.002 25,500 51

flounder
Flathead sole * BSAI 1,925 52,755 0.036 40,185 1,447
Alaska plaice BSAI 14 9,438 0.001 51,000 51
Other flatfish BSAI 3,058 52,298 0.058 18,190 1,055
Pacific ocean BS 12 4,879 0.002 3,468 7

perch

Eastern AI 125 6,179 0.020 4,376 88
Central AI3 3 5,698 0.001 4,465 4
Western Al 2 54 13,598 0.004 6,805 27
Northern rockfish BSAI 91 13,040 0.007 7,539 53
Shortraker rockfish | BSAI 50 2,811 0.018 392 7
Rougheye rockfish | BSAI 50 2,811 0.018 187 3
Other rockfish BS 18 621 0.029 383 11
Al 22 806 0.027 497 13
Squid BSAI 73 3,328 0.022 1,675 37
Other species BSAI 553 68,672 0.008 49313 395

! The seasonal apportionment of Atka mackerel in the open access fishery is 50 percent in the A season and
50 percent in the B season. Listed AFA catcher/processors are limited to harvesting no more than zero in the Eastern
Aleutian District and Bering Sea subarea, 20 percent of the annual ITAC specified for the Western Aleutian District,
and 11.5 percent of the annual ITAC specified for the Central Aleutian District.

? Harvest Limit Area (HLA) limit refers to the amount of each seasonal allowance that is available for
fishing inside the HLA (see § 679.2). In 2008, 60 percent of each seasonal allowance is available for fishing inside
the HLA in the Western and Central Aleutian Districts.

3 Atka mackerel, flathead sole, rock sole, yellowfin sole, and Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean perch are
multiplied by the remainder of the TAC after the subtraction of the CDQ reserve under § 679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C).

¢ Section 679.64(a)(1)(v) exempts AFA catcher/processors from a yellowfin sole sideboard limit because
the 2008 aggregate ITAC of yellowfin sole assigned to the Amendment 80 sector and BSAI trawl limited access
sector (131,950 mt) is greater than 125,000 mt.

Note: Section 679.64(a)(1) exempts Aleutian Islands pollock and BSAI Pacific cod from AFA
catcher/processor sideboard limits,

BILLING CODE 6100-22-C In the original 2008 harvest halibut PSC sideboard limits are
specifications, AFA catcher/processor calculated based on a proportion of the
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halibut PSC available to all trawl
vessels. Amendment 80 fixes the halibut
PSC sideboard limits for AFA catcher/
processors at the levels established in
the 2006 and 2007 final harvest
specifications (71 FR 10894, March 3,
2006) and listed in Table 40 to part 679
in the proposed regulatory text.

In the original 2008 harvest
specifications, the amount of trawl crab
PSC available to AFA catcher/
processors is based on the total crab PSC
limit, prior to any allocations to the
CDQ reserves. Amendment 80 changes
the amount of crab PSC available for
AFA catcher/processor sideboard limit
calculations to the amount of the trawl

PSC limit available after allocation to
the CDQ reserves as crab PSQ. Table 41
to part 679 shows the results of this
change.

The basis for these sideboard limits is
described in detail in the final rules
implementing major provisions of the
AFA (67 FR 79692, December 30, 2002)
and Amendment 80 (72 FR 52668,
September 14, 2007). The revised Table
11 below replaces Table 11 in the final
harvest specifications (72 FR 9463—
9464).

Halibut and crab PSC listed in revised
Table 11 that are caught by listed AFA
catcher/processors participating in any
groundfish fishery other than pollock
will accrue against the 2008 PSC

sideboard limits for the listed AFA
catcher/processors. Section
679.21(e)(3)(v) authorizes NMFS to
close directed fishing for groundfish
other than pollock for listed AFA
catcher/processors once a 2008 PSC
sideboard limit listed in revised Table
11 is reached.

Crab or halibut PSC caught by listed
AFA catcher/processors while fishing
for pollock will accrue against the
bycatch allowances annually specified
for either the midwater pollock or the
pollock/Atka mackerel/*other species”
fishery categories under regulations at
§679.21(e)(3)(iv).

BILLING CODE 6100-22-S

TABLE 11-2008 BSAI AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT LISTED CATCHER/PROCESSOR PROHIBITED

SPECIES SIDEBOARD LIMITS '

PSC species Ratio of PSC catch to total 2008 PSC available to 2008 C/P sideboard limit

PSC trawl vessels after

subtraction of PSQ
Halibut mortality n/a n/a 286
Red king crab Zone 1° 0.007 175,921 1,231
C. opilio® 0.153 3,884,550 594,336
C. bairdi na n/a n/a
Zone 1? 0.140 875,140 122,520
Zone 22 0.050 2,652,210 132,611

! Halibut amounts are in metric tons of halibut mortality. Crab amounts are in numbers of animals.
2 Refer to § 679.2 for definitions of areas.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-C
AFA Catcher Vessel Sideboard Limits

Pursuant to § 679.64(b), the Regional
Administrator restricts the ability of
AFA catcher vessels to engage in
directed fishing for groundfish species
other than pollock to protect
participants in other groundfish
fisheries from adverse effects resulting
from the AFA and from fishery
cooperatives in the directed pollock
fishery. Section 679.64(b) establishes a
formula for setting AFA catcher vessel
groundfish and PSC sideboard limits for
the BSAL The basis for these sideboard
limits is described in detail in the final
rules implementing major provisions of

the AFA (67 FR 79692, December 30,
2002) and Amendment 80 (72 FR 52668,
September 14, 2007). Tables 12 and 13
list the 2008 AFA catcher vessel
sideboard limits.

This action changes Table 12 by
removing the yellowfin sole sideboard
limit. Section 679.64(b)(6) exempts AFA
catcher vessels from a yellowfin sole
sideboard limit because the 2008
aggregate ITAC of yellowfin sole
assigned to the Amendment 80 sector
and BSAI trawl limited access sector
(131,950 mt) is greater than 125,000 mt.
Also, this action changes Table 12 by
increasing the sideboard limits for
flathead sole and rock sole because the
ITAC for these species increases from 85

percent to 89.3 percent of the TAC. The
sideboard limits for Aleutian Islands
Pacific ocean perch and Atka mackerel
remain the same because the ITAC was
specified as 89.3 percent under revised
Table 1 for 2008 final harvest
specifications. The revised Table 12
below replaces Table 12 in the final
harvest specifications (72 FR 9464—
9465).

All harvests of groundfish sideboard
species made by non-exempt AFA
catcher vessels, whether as targeted
catch or incidental catch, will be
deducted from the sideboard limits
listed in revised Table 12.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-S
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TABLE 12-2008 BSAI AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL SIDEBOARD LIMITS
[Amounts are in metric tons]

Species Fishery by area/season/ Ratio of 1995- 2008 initial 2008 Catcher
processor/gear 1997 AFA CV TAC vessel
catch to sideboard limits
1995-1997 TAC
Pacific cod BSAI n/a n/a n/a
Jig gear 0.0000 1,589 0
Hook-and-line CV n/a n/a n/a
Jan 1-Jun 10 0.0006 115 0
Jun 10 - Dec 31 0.0006 110 0
Pot gear CV n/a n/a /a
Jan1-Jun 10 0.0006 4,826 3
Sept 1 - Dec 31 0.0006 4,637 3
CV < 60 feet LOA 0.0006 2,253
using hook-and-line or
pot gear
Trawl gear CV n/a n/a n/a
Jan 20 - Apr 1 0.8609 18,557 15,976
Apr1-Jun 10 0.8609 2,759 2,375
Jun 10 - Nov 1 0.8609 3,762 3,239
Sablefish BS trawl gear 0.0906 1,263 114
Al trawl gear 0.0645 596 38
Atka mackerel ! Eastern AI/BS n/a n/a n/a
Jig gear 0.0031 142 0
Other gear n/a n/a n/a
Jan 1 - Apr 15 0.0032 7,787 25
Sept 1 - Nov 1 0.0032 7,787 25
Central Al n/a n/a n/a
Jan - Apr 15 0.0001 9,823 1
HLA limit 0.0001 5,894 1
Sept 1 - Nov 1 0.0001 9,823 1
HLA limit 0.0001 5,894 1
Western Al n/a n/a n/a
Jan - Apr 15 0.0000 6,831 0
HLA limit n/a 4,099 0
Sept 1 - Nov 1 0.0000 6,831 0
HLA limit n/a 4,099 0
Yellowfin sole " 2 BSAI 0.0647 131,950 n/a
Rock sole ! BSAI 0.0341 66,975 2,284
Greenland turbot BS 0.0645 1,462 94
Al 0.0205 655 13
Arrowtooth flounder BSAI 0.0690 25,500 1,760
Alaska plaice BSAI 0.0441 51,000 2,249
Other flatfish BSAI 0.0441 18,190 802
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Species Fishery by area/season/ Ratio of 1995- 2008 initial 2008 Catcher

processor/gear 1997 AFA CV TAC vessel
catch to sideboard limits
1995-1997 TAC

Pacific ocean perch BS 0.1000 3,468 347
Eastern Al ! 0.0077 4,376 34
Central A" 0.0025 4,465 11
Western Al'! 0.0000 6,805 0

Northern rockfish BSAI 0.0084 7,539 63

Shortraker rockfish BSAI 0.0037 392 1

Rougheye rockfish BSAI 0.0037 187

Other rockfish BS 0.0048 383 2
Al 0.0095 497 5

Squid BSAI 0.3827 1,675 641

Other species BSAI 0.0541 49,313 2,668

Flathead sole ' BS trawl gear 0.0505 40,185 2,029

' Atka mackerel, flathead sole, rock sole, yellowfin sole, and Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean perch are
multiplied by the remainder of the TAC after the subtraction of the CDQ reserve under § 679.20(b)(1)(ii)(C).

% Section 679.64(b)(6) exempts AFA catcher vessels from a yellowfin sole sideboard limit because the 2008
aggregate ITAC of yellowfin sole assigned to the Amendment 80 sector and BSAI trawl limited access sector
(131,950 mt) is greater than 125,000 mt.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-C

In the original 2008 harvest
specifications, AFA catcher vessel
halibut PSC sideboard limits are
calculated based on a proportion of the
halibut PSC available to all trawl
vessels. Amendment 80 fixed the
halibut PSC sideboard limits for AFA
catcher vessels in each fishery complex
in the BSAI at the levels established in
the 2006 and 2007 final harvest
specifications (71 FR 10894, March 3,
2006) and listed in Table 40 to part 679.

In the original 2008 harvest
specifications, the AFA catcher vessel
crab sideboard calculation is dependent
on the distribution of trawl crab PSC
among the target fishery categories, and
the AFA catcher vessel sideboard limit
cannot be calculated until those

amounts are determined in the annual
harvest specification process. This
action changes the AFA catcher vessel
crab sideboard limit under Amendment
80. It calculates the proportion of the
total trawl crab PSC limit attributed to
AFA catcher vessels as the sum of the
AFA catcher vessel PSC sideboard
limits for each crab PSC species in all
target fisheries divided by the sum of
the total trawl PSC limit for that crab
PSC species as described in the annual
harvest specification process in each
year. Table 41 to part 679 shows the
results of this change. The revised Table
3 below replaces Table 13 in the final
harvest specifications (72 FR 9465—
9466).

Halibut and crab PSC listed in revised
Table 13 that are caught by AFA catcher

vessels participating in any groundfish
fishery for groundfish other than
pollock will accrue against the 2008
PSC sideboard limits for the AFA
catcher vessels. Sections 679.21(d)(8)
and (e)(3)(v) authorize NMFS to close
directed fishing for groundfish other
than pollock for AFA catcher vessels
once a 2008 PSC sideboard limit listed
in revised Table 13 is reached. The PSC
that is caught by AFA catcher vessels
while fishing for pollock in the BSAI
will accrue against the bycatch
allowances annually specified for either
the midwater pollock or the pollock/
Atka mackerel/“other species” fishery
categories under regulations at
§679.21(e)(3)(iv).

BILLING CODE 6100-22-S
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TABLE 13-2008 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL PROHIBITED SPECIES CATCH
SIDEBOARD LIMITS FOR THE BSAT'

[Amounts are in metric tons}

PSC species Target fishery category’ AFA catcher | 2008 PSC 2008 AFA
vessel crab limit after catcher vessel
PSC subtraction PSC sideboard
sideboard of PSQ limit
limit ratio reserves
Halibut BSAP® | Pacific cod trawl n/a n/a 887
Pacific cod hook-and-line or pot n/a n/a 2
Yellowfin sole total n/a n/a 101
January 20-April 1 n/a n/a 34
April 1-May 21 n/a n/a 21
May 21-July 1 n/a n/a 5
July 1-December 31 n/a n/a 41
Rock sole/flathead sole/other flatfish’ n/a n/a 228
January 20-April 1 n/a n/a 137
April 1-July 1 n/a n/a 45
July 1-December 31 n/a n/a 46
Turbot/arrowtooth/sablefish n/a n/a 0
Rockfish (July 1 - December 31) n/a n/a 2
Pollock/Atka mackerel/other species n/a n/a 5
Red King Crab | Pacific cod 0.299 25,644 7,668
Zone 13 Yellowfin sole 0.299 32,672 9,769
Rock sole/flathead sole/other flatfish® 0.299 117,213 35,047
Pollock/Atka mackerel/other species 0.299 392 117
C. opilio Pacific cod 0.168 120,712 20,280
COBLZ? Yellowfin sole 0.168 2,991,104 502,505
Rock sole/flathead sole/other flatfish® 0.168 621,528 104,417
Pollock/Atka mackerel/other species 0.168 77,691 13,052
Rockfish 0.168 38,845 6,526
Turbot/Arrowtooth/sablefish 0.168 40,238 6,760
C. bairdi Pacific cod 0.33 176,777 58,336
Zone 17 Yellowfin sole 0.33 329,052 108,587
Rock sole/flathead sole/other flatfish’® 0.33 352,682 116,385
Pollock/Atka mackerel/other species 0.33 16,628 5,487
C. bairdi Pacific cod 0.186 312,961 58,211
Zone 2} Yellowfin sole 0.186 1,726,588 321,145
Rock sole/flathead sole/other flatfish’® 0.186 575,530 107,049
Pollock/Atka mackerel/other species 0.186 26,523 4,933
Rockfish 0.186 10,608 1,973

! Halibut amounts are in metric tons of halibut mortality. Crab amounts are in numbers of animals.

*Target fishery categories are defined in regulation at § 679.21(e)(3)(iv).

3Refer to § 679.2 for definitions of areas.
*In December 2006, the Council recommended that red king crab bycatch for trawl fisheries within the

RKCSS be limited to 25 percent of the red king crab PSC allowance (see § 679.21(e)(3)(ii)(B)(2)).

*“Other flatfish” for PSC monitoring includes all flatfish species, except for halibut (a prohibited species),

arrowtooth flounder, flathead sole, Greenland turbot, rock sole, and yellowfin sole.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-C



71822

Federal Register/Vol. 72, No. 243/ Wednesday, December 19, 2007 /Rules and Regulations

AFA Catcher/Processor and Catcher
Vessel Sideboard Directed Fishing
Closures

The Regional Administrator has
determined that many of the AFA
catcher/processor and catcher vessel
sideboard limits listed in Tables 14 and
15 are necessary as incidental catch to
support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries for the 2008 fishing year. In
accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(iv), the
Regional Administrator establishes the
sideboard limits listed in Tables 14 and
15 as DFAs. The Regional Administrator
finds that many of these DFAs will be
reached before the end of the year.

Therefore, in accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing by listed AFA catcher/
processors for the species in the
specified areas set out in Table 14 and
directed fishing by non-exempt AFA
catcher vessels for the species in the
specified areas set out in Table 15. This
action changes Table 14 by increasing
the 2008 sideboard limit for rock sole
from 2,359 mt to 2,478 mt. The 2008
rock sole sideboard limit increased for
Amendment 80 species because the
allocation to the ITAC increased from 85
percent to 89.3 percent. Also, this action
adds flathead sole to Table 14 because
flathead sole is fully allocated to the

non-AFA trawl catcher/processors. This
action changes Table 15 by increasing
the 2008 sideboard limit for flathead
sole from 1,932 mt to 2,029 mt. The
2008 flathead sole sideboard limit
increased for Amendment 80 species
because the allocation to the ITAC
increased from 85 percent to 89.3
percent. Also, this action adds rock sole
to Table 14 because rock sole is fully
allocated to the non-AFA trawl catcher/
processors. The revised Tables 14 and
15 below replace Tables 14 and 15 in
the final harvest specifications (72 FR
9467).

BILLING CODE 6100-22-S

TABLE 14-2008 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT LISTED CATCHER/PROCESSOR SIDEBOARD DIRECTED

FISHING CLOSURES!
[Amounts are in metric tons]
Species Area Gear types 2008 sideboard limit
Sablefish trawl BS Trawl 20
Al Trawl 0
Rock sole BSAI all 2,478
Greenland turbot BS all 10
Al all 3
Arrowtooth flounder BSAI all 51
Flathead sole BSAI all 1,447
Pacific ocean perch BS all 7
Eastern Al all 88
Central Al all 4
Western Al all 27
Northern rockfish BSAI all 53
Shortraker rockfish BSAI all 7
Rougheye rockfish BSAI all 3
Other rockfish BS all 11
Al all 13
Squid BSAI all 37
“Other species” BSAI all 395

'Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679.
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TABLE 15-2008 AMERICAN FISHERIES ACT CATCHER VESSEL SIDEBOARD DIRECTED FISHING

CLOSURES!
[Amounts are in metric tons]
Species Area Gear types 2008 Sideboard
limit
Pacific cod BSAI hook-and-line 0
BSAI pot 6
BSAI jig 0
Sablefish BS trawl 114
Al trawl 38
Atka mackerel Eastern AI/BS jig 0
Eastern AI/BS other 50
Central Al all 2
Western Al all 0
Rock sole BSAI all 2,284
Greenland Turbot BS all 94
Al all 13
Arrowtooth flounder BSAI all 1,760
Flathead sole BSAI all 2,029
Pacific ocean perch BS all 347
Eastern Al all 34
Central Al all 11
Western Al all 0
Northern rockfish BSAI all 63
Shortraker rockfish BSAI all 1
Rougheve rockfish BSAI all 1
Other rockfish BS all 2
Al all 5
Squid BSAI all 641
“Other species” BSAI all 2,668

'Maximum retainable amounts may be found in Table 11 to 50 CFR part 679.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-C

Allocation of the Aleutian Islands
Pacific Ocean Perch, Flathead Sole,
Rock Sole, and Yellowfin Sole TACs

This action changes the allocations of
the flathead sole, rock sole, yellowfin
sole, and Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean
perch TAGs in the BSAI after

subtraction of 10.7 percent for the CDQ
reserve by further allocating amounts to
ICAs, BSAI trawl limited access,
Amendment 80 limited access, and
Amendment 80 cooperatives. The
allocation of the ITAC for flathead sole,
rock sole, yellowfin sole, and Aleutian
Islands Pacific ocean perch is
established in accordance with

§§679.20(a)(10)(i) and (ii), §679.91, and
Tables 33 and 34 to part 679. Table 16
below lists the 2008 allocations and
seasonal apportionments of the flathead
sole, rock sole, yellowfin sole, and
Aleutian Islands Pacific ocean perch
TACGs. This Table 16 is added to the
final harvest specifications.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-S
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TABLE 16-2008 CDQ RESERVES, INCIDENTAL CATCH AMOUNTS, AND AMENDMENT 80
ALLOCATIONS OF THE ALEUTIAN ISLANDS PACIFIC OCEAN PERCH, FLATHEAD SOLE, ROCK SOLE,

AND YELLOWFIN SOLE TACS
[Amounts are in metric tons}]
Species Pacific ocean perch Flathead Rock sole Yellowfin
sole sole

Area Eastern Central Western BSAI BSAI BSAI

Aleutian | Aleutian | Aleutian

District District District
TAC 4,900 5,000 7,620 45,000 75,000 150,000
CDQ 524 535 815 4,815 8,025 16,050
ICA 100 10 10 2,000 2,000 2,000
BSAI trawl limited access 214 223 136 0 0 18,050
Amendment 80 limited access 2,154 2,244 3,531 4,177 15,696 45314
Amendment 80 cooperatives 1,908 1,988 3,128 34,008 49,279 68,587

BILLING CODE 6100-22-C

Revisions to the 2008 Final Harvest
Specifications for the GOA

GOA Amendment 80 Vessel Groundfish
Harvest and PSC Limits

Section 679.92 establishes groundfish
harvesting sideboard limits on all
Amendment 80 vessels to amounts no
greater than the limits shown in Table
37 to part 679. Sideboard limits in the
GOA are for pollock in the Western and
Central Regulatory Areas and in the
West Yakutat District, Pacific cod
gulfwide, Pacific ocean perch and
pelagic shelf rockfish in the Western
Regulatory Area and West Yakutat
District, and northern rockfish in the
Western Regulatory Area. These

sideboard limits are necessary to protect
the interests of fishermen who do not
directly benefit from vessels who
receive exclusive harvesting privileges
under the Amendment 80 program
unless fishing in the limited access or
cooperative sectors in the Central GOA
Rockfish Program (Rockfish program).
Groundfish sideboard limits for
Amendment 80 vessels operating in the
GOA are based on their average
aggregate harvests from 1998 to 2004.
The harvest of Pacific ocean perch,
pelagic shelf rockfish, and northern
rockfish in the Central Regulatory Area
of the GOA is subject to regulation
under the Rockfish program.
Amendment 80 vessels not qualified
under the Rockfish program are
excluded from directed fishing for these

rockfish species in the Central GOA.
Under the Amendment 80 program the
F/V Golden Fleece is prohibited from
directed fishing for pollock, Pacific cod,
Pacific ocean perch, pelagic shelf
rockfish, and northern rockfish in the
GOA unless fishing in the Central GOA
in the limited access or cooperative
sectors in the Rockfish program.

Table 17 below lists the 2008 GOA
sideboard limits. All targeted or
incidental catch of sideboard species
made by Amendment 80 vessels will be
deducted from the sideboard limits in
Table 17. Table 17 is added to the final
2008 harvest specifications for
groundfish of the Gulf of Alaska (72 FR
9676, March 5, 2007).

BILLING CODE 6100-22-S
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Table 17 - 2008 and GOA Amendment 80 Program Vessel Sideboard Limits for Groundfish
Program Vessels

Species Area Apportionments and Ratio of 2008 2008
allocations by Amendment TAC Amendment
area/season/processor/gear 80 sector (mt) 80 vessel

vessels 1998 - sideboards

2004 catch to (mt)

TAC

Pollock Shumagin (610) A Season 0.003 5,466 16
Chirikof (620) January 20 - February 25 0.002 8,915 18
Kodiak (630) 0.002 4,023 8
Shumagin (610) B season 0.003 5,466 16
Chirikof (620) March 10 - May 31 0.002 10,814 22
Kodiak (630) 0.002 2,124 4
Shumagin (610) C season 0.003 9,688 29
Chirikof (620) August 25 - September 15 0.002 2,792 6
Kodiak (630) 0.002 5,924 12
Shumagin (610) D season 0.003 9,688 29
Chirikof (620) October 1 - November 1 0.002 2,792 6
Kodiak (630) 0.002 5,924 12
WYK (640) Annual 0.002 1,694 3
Pacificcod | W A season’ 0.020 12,531 251

C January 1 - June 10 0.044 17,672 778
w B season’ 0.020 8,354 167
C September 1 - December 31 0.044 11,781 518
WYK Annual 0.034 3,856 131

Pacific w Annual 0.994 4,291 4,265

ocean WYK 0.961 1,153 1,108

perch

Northern w Annual 1.000 1,383 1,383

rockfish

Pelagic w Annual 0.764 1,752 1,339

shelf

rockfish WYK 0.896 366 328

! The Pacific cod A season for trawl gear does not open until January 20.

? The Pacific cod B season for trawl gear closes November 1.

BILLING CODE 6100-22-C

The PSC sideboard limits for

Amendment 80 vessels in the GOA are
based on the historic use of halibut PSC
by Amendment 80 vessels in each PSC
target category from 1998 through 2004

(Table 38 to 50 CFR part 679). These
values are slightly lower than the
average historic use to accommodate
two factors: allocation of halibut PSC
CQ under the Central GOA Rockfish
Program; and the exemption of the F/V

GOLDEN FLEECE from this restriction.
Table 18 below lists these amounts.
Table 18 is added to the final harvest
specifications for groundfish of the Gulf
of Alaska (72 FR 9676, March 5, 2007).
BILLING CODE 6100-22-S
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Table 18 - 2008 Amendment 80 Vessel Prohibited Species Catch (PSC) Limits for the GOA
PSC Season Target fishery Historic amendment 80 | 2008 2008
species use of the annual annual Amendment 80
halibut PSC limit catch | PSC limit | vessel PSC
(mt) limit (mt)

Halibut Trawl 1st seasonal shallow-water 0.0048 2,000 10
allowance
January 20 - April 1 deep-water 0.0115 2,000 23
Trawl 2nd seasonal shallow-water 0.0189 2,000 38
allowance
April 1- July 1 deep-water 0.1072 2,000 214
Trawl 3rd seasonal shallow-water 0.0146 2,000 29
allowance
July 1 - September 1 deep-water 0.0521 2,000 104
Trawl 4th seasonal shallow-water 0.0074 2,000 15
allowance
September 1 - deep-water 0.0014 2,000 3
October 1
Trawl 5th seasonal shallow-water 0.0227 2,000 45
allowance
October 1 - deep-water 0.0371 2,000 74
December 31

BILLING CODE 6100-22-C

Small Entity Compliance Guide

The following information is a plain
language guide to assist small entities in
complying with this final rule as
required by the Small Business
Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of
1996. This final rule is necessary to
revise 2008 final harvest specifications
and prohibited species catch limits for
the groundfish fishery of the BSAI so
that these amounts are consistent with
new fishery allocations and limitations
established under Amendments 80 and
85. This action affects all fishermen who
participate in the BSAI fishery. The
specific amounts of OFL, ABC, TAC,
and PSC amounts and allocations
thereof, are provided in tabular form to
assist the reader. NMFS will announce
closures of directed fishing in the
Federal Register and in information
bulletins released by the Alaska Region.
Affected fishermen should keep
themselves informed of such closures.

Classification

NMFS determined that the BSAI and
GOA FMPs are necessary for the
conservation and management of the
Alaska groundfish fisheries and that
they are consistent with the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act and other applicable
laws.

This action is authorized under
§679.20 and is exempt from review
under Executive Order 12866.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), the
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,

NOAA (AA) finds good cause to waive
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment on this action as notice and
comment is unnecessary. Through this
action, NOAA seeks to revise the 2008
BSAI and GOA harvest specifications
consistent with the final rules
implementing Amendments 80 and 85
and to ensure that the groundfish and
PSC allocations and limits implemented
under Amendments 80 and 85 will be
effective at the beginning of the 2008
fishing year. Prior notice and
opportunity for public comment on this
action is unnecessary because the
revisions being made by this action seek
merely to update the 2008 BSAI and
GOA harvest specifications to reflect
allocations and limitations implemented
and required by Amendments 80 and 85
and which have already been subject to
notice and comment. This action does
not revise the 2008 BSAI and GOA
harvest specifications in any substantive
manner not previously the subject of
notice and comment during the
development of Amendments 80 and 85.

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30-day delay in the effective
date requirement of 5 U.S.C. 553(d). The
waiver of the 30-day delay in effective
date requirement of 5 U.S.C. 553(d) is
necessary to ensure that the allocations
and limitations required under
Amendments 80 and 85 will be effective
at the beginning of the 2008 fishing year
and to provide the regulated community
with the timely, adequate and accurate
information necessary to allow the
industry to plan for the fishing season,

to conduct orderly and efficient
fisheries and to avoid potential
disruption to the fishing fleet and
processors. This rule must be effective
on January 1, 2008, because vessels
affected by the changes in this final rule
will begin fishing immediately after the
start of the calendar year when the value
from several of these groundfish
fisheries, such as rock sole and
yellowfin sole, is the highest. If this
action is not effective at the start of the
fishing year, some vessels would be able
to harvest groundfish in amounts that
exceed allocations that will be
implemented under Amendments 80
and 85, thereby reducing allocations of
groundfish intended for other vessels
and undermining the intent of
Amendments 80 and 85. The economic
value of the fisheries for intended
recipients under Amendments 80 and
85 would be lost.

NMFS prepared a Final EIS for the
harvest strategy implemented by the
annual harvest specifications and made
it available to the public on January 12,
2007 (72 FR 1512). On February 13,
2007, NMFS issued the Record of
Decision (ROD) for the Final EIS. Copies
of the Final EIS and ROD for this action
are available (see ADDRESSES).

Three separate final regulatory
flexibility analyses (FRFAs) were
prepared to evaluate the impacts on
small entities resulting from (1)
alternative harvest strategies employed
in establishing the 2008 harvest
specifications (2) alternatives
considered during the development and
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approval of Amendment 85, and (3)
alternatives considered during the
development and approval of
Amendment 80. All three of these
FRFAs met the statutory requirements of
the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA) of
1980, as amended by the Small Business
Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act of
1996 (5 U.S.C. 601-612). A summary of
each FRFA was published with its
relevant final rule and is not repeated

here. The summary of the FRFA
supporting the final 2008 final harvest
specifications was published March 2,
2007 (72 FR 9451) and March 5, 2007
(72 FR 9676); the summary of the FRFA
supporting Amendment 85 to the FMP
was published September 4, 2007 (72
FR 50788), and the summary of the
FRFA supporting Amendment 80 to the
FMP was published September 14, 2007
(72 FR 52668).

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq., 1801 et
seq., 3631 et seq.; Pub. L. 108 447.

Dated: December 13, 2007.
Samuel D. Rauch III,

Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 07-6100 Filed 12—18-07; 8:45 am]
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