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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce will
submit to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
chapter 35).

Agency: U.S. Census Bureau.

Title: Business and Professional
Classification Report.

Form Number(s): SQ—CLASS.

OMB Control Number: 0607—0189.

Type of Request: Revision of a
currently approved collection.

Burden Hours: 10,835.

Number of Respondents: 50,000.

Average Hours per Response: 13
minutes.

Needs and Uses: The Economic
Census represents the primary source of
facts about the structure and function of
the U.S. economy, providing essential
information to government and business
to help guide sound decisions.
Conducted every five years, the data
help build the foundation for Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) and other
indicators of economic performance.
Critical to its conduct is the accuracy
and reliability of the Business Register
data which provides the Economic
Census with its establishment
enumeration list. Equally important is
that the status of these establishments
and related industry codes be as up-to-
date as possible. The primary purpose of
the “Business and Professional
Classification Report”” or SQ—CLASS is
to meet this need for the retail,
wholesale, and services sectors. Firms
will be mailed five-year Economic
Census forms specifically tailored to
their industry based on the
classification information we collect
using the SQ—-CLASS.

In addition, the SQ—CLASS report is
used to collect information needed to
keep the retail, wholesale, and services
samples current with the business
universe. Because of rapid changes in
the marketplace caused by the
emergence of new businesses, the death
of others, and changes in company
organization, the Census Bureau
canvasses a sample of new Employer
Identification Numbers (EINs) obtained
from the Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
and the Social Security Administration
(SSA).

Each firm selected in this sample is
canvassed once for data on the
establishment(s) associated with the
new EIN. The completed SQ-CLASS
form provides sales, receipts, or

revenue; company organization; new or
refined NAICS codes; and other key
information needed for sampling to
maintain proper coverage of the
universe.

Based on the collected information,
EINs meeting the criteria for inclusion
in the Census Bureau’s retail, wholesale,
or service surveys are subjected to
second sampling. The retail and
wholesale EINs selected in this second
sampling are placed on a panel to report
in our monthly surveys. Additional
panels of selected units are included in
the annual surveys. The selected service
EINs report on an annual and/or
quarterly basis.

Given the Census-related usage of this
collection, and the crucial need to
collect accurate classification
information, we are requesting
mandatory authority to conduct this
survey under Title 13, United States
Code, Sections 131 and 193. Section 193
provides the specific authority to collect
supplementary statistics related to the
conduct of the census on a mandatory
basis.

There are only minimal changes to the
form and instruction sheet. The wording
of the questions and instructions for
both sales and inventory will be
reworded to be in line with the Census
Bureau’s monthly and annual surveys.
These changes will not increase burden
and will provide for consistency within
the economic surveys at the Census
Bureau. The letter to respondents,
which accompanies the SQ—CLASS has
been revised to reflect the mandatory
nature of the collection.

The Census Bureau selects a first
phase sample of EINs recently assigned
by the IRS. Selected EINs are mailed a
SQ-CLASS form to determine a measure
of size (based on sales, receipts, or
revenue); company organization;
establishment information; and
wholesale inventories and type of
operation data. Retail, wholesale, or
service EINs that are not affiliated with
previously selected units are subjected
to second phase sampling, with selected
sampling units added to a survey panel.
This methodology updates the current
retail, wholesale, and service samples
with a sample of new firms entering the
business sector. The information
obtained from the SQ-CLASS form is
also used for tabulating small businesses
in succeeding economic censuses
(because small businesses are not
mailed an economic census report form)
and for the Census Bureau’s Annual
County Business Patterns Programs.

Although no statistical tables are
prepared or published, the operations of
this business birth survey directly and
critically affect the quality of the

estimates published for the Current
Retail and Inventory Surveys (OMB
Approval 0607-0717), Advance
Monthly Retail Trade and Food Services
Survey (OMB Approval 0607—0104),
Monthly Wholesale Trade Survey (OMB
0607-0190), Services Annual Survey
(OMB Approval 0607—0422), Annual
Retail Trade Survey (OMB Approval
0607-0013), Annual Trade Survey
(OMB Approval 0607—0195), and
Quarterly Service Survey (OMB
Approval 0607-0907). Indeed, all of
these surveys would be seriously
deficient without these business birth
survey operations that keep their sample
universe current.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations; Not-for-profit
institutions.

Frequency: One time.

Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory.

Legal Authority: Title 13 U.S.C.,
Sections 131 & 193.

OMB Desk Officer: Brian Harris-
Kojetin, (202) 395-7314.

Copies of the above information
collection proposal can be obtained by
calling or writing Diana Hynek,
Departmental Paperwork Clearance
Officer, (202) 482—0266, Department of
Commerce, Room 6625, 14th and
Constitution Avenue, NW., Washington,
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at
dhynek@doc.gov).

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to Brian Harris-Kojetin, OMB
Desk Officer either by fax (202—-395—
7245) or e-mail (bharrisk@omb.eop.gov).

Dated: October 11, 2007.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. E7—20428 Filed 10-16—-07; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-07-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce will
submit to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
chapter 35).

Agency: U.S. Census Bureau.

Title: 2008 Panel of the Survey of
Income and Program Participation, Core
Questions and Wave 1 Topical Modules.

Form Number(s): SIPP 28105(L)
Director’s Letter; SIPP/CAPI Automated
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Instrument; and SIPP 28003 Reminder
Card.

OMB Control Number: None.

Type of Request: New collection.

Burden Hours: 95,535.

Number of Respondents: 94,500.

Average Hours Per Response: 30
minutes.

Needs and Uses: The U.S. Census
Bureau requests authorization from the
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) to conduct the 2008 Panel of the
Survey of Income and Program
Participation (SIPP). This clearance
request is to accommodate the core
instrument for the life of the 2008 Panel,
the topical modules for the Wave 1
(February through May 2008)
interviews, and the reinterview
instrument, which will be used during
the life of the 2008 Panel. The
reinterview instrument will be used for
quality control analysis of data collected
by the SIPP field representatives (FRs).

The SIPP represents a source of
information for a wide variety of topics
and allows information for separate
topics to be integrated to form a single
and unified database so that the
interaction between tax, transfer, and
other government and private policies
can be examined. Government domestic
policy formulators depend heavily upon
the SIPP information concerning the
distribution of income received directly
as money or indirectly as in-kind
benefits and the effect of tax and
transfer programs on this distribution.
They also need improved and expanded
data on the income and general
economic and financial situation of the
U.S. population. The SIPP has provided
these kinds of data on a continuing basis
since 1983, permitting levels of
economic well-being and changes in
these levels to be measured over time.

The survey is molded around a
central “core” of labor force and income
questions that remain fixed throughout
the life of a panel. The core is
supplemented with questions designed
to answer specific needs, such as
estimating eligibility for government
programs, examining pension and
health care coverage, and analyzing
individual net worth. These
supplemental questions are included
with the core and are referred to as
“topical modules.”

The topical modules for the 2008
Panel Wave 1 are Recipiency History
and Employment History. These topical
modules were previously conducted in
the SIPP 2004 Panel Wave 1 instrument.
The 2008 Panel Wave 1 interviews will
be conducted beginning February 1,
2008 and concluding on May 31, 2008.

The SIPP is designed as a continuing
series of national panels of interviewed

households that are introduced every
few years, with each panel having
durations of 3 to 4 years. The 2008
Panel is scheduled for three years and
will include nine waves, which will
begin February 1, 2008. All household
members 15 years old or over are
interviewed using regular proxy-
respondent rules. They are interviewed
a total of nine times (nine waves), at 4-
month intervals, making the SIPP a
longitudinal survey. Sample people (all
household members present at the time
of the first interview) who move within
the country and reasonably close to a
SIPP primary sampling unit (PSU) will
be followed and interviewed at their
new address. Individuals 15 years old or
over who enter the household after
Wave 1 will be interviewed; however, if
these people move, they are not
followed unless they happen to move
along with a Wave 1 sample individual.

Data provided by the SIPP are being
used by economic policymakers, the
Congress, state and local governments,
and federal agencies that administer
social welfare or transfer payment
programs, such as the Department of
Health and Human Services and the
Department of Agriculture.

The knowledge gained from these
“core” items will be of limited value
without information about how the
respondents reached their status at the
time of the Wave 1 interview. The core,
therefore, is also supplemented with
questions designed to answer specific
needs, such as estimating eligibility for
government programs, examining
pension and health care coverage, and
analyzing financing of postsecondary
education. These supplemental
questions are included with the core
and are referred to as “topical
modules.” The questions in these
topical modules will help us reduce, if
not eliminate, the “left-censoring”
analysis problem that occurs in nearly
all longitudinal surveys and cited as a
serious concern by our data users. Left-
censoring refers to the experiences of
individuals (or other units of
longitudinal analysis) prior to the start
of the longitudinal study period.

The questions for these topical
modules address major policy and
program concerns. Each component is
intended to provide explanatory data
describing likely relationships between
earlier life-course experiences and
current socioeconomic status. Personal
history data, when linked with data
derived from the panel interviews, yield
a powerful set of explanatory indicators,
which help analysts more fully
understand associations between social,
demographic, and economic events.

The following is a description of the
topical modules for Wave 1 and their
uses:

Recipiency History

The Recipiency History topical
module will help determine if and for
how long people not currently receiving
benefits from selected programs
received such aid. Data from these
questions will measure the extent to
which individuals and households have
depended on government transfer
programs and will help evaluate the
effectiveness of the programs.

Employment History

The Employment History topical
module will enable us to analyze
individuals’ past labor force patterns
and relate them to their current
employment status and their degree of
reliance on government programs.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Frequency: Every 4 months.

Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary.

Legal Authority: Title 13 U.S.C.
Section 182.

OMB Desk Officer: Brian Harris-
Kojetin, (202) 395-7314.

Copies of the above information
collection proposal can be obtained by
calling or writing Diana Hynek,
Departmental Paperwork Clearance
Officer, (202) 482—0266, Department of
Commerce, Room 6625, 14th and
Constitution Avenue, NW., Washington,
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at
dHynek@doc.gov).

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to Brian Harris-Kojetin, OMB
Desk Officer either by fax (202—-395—
7245) or e-mail (bharrisk@omb.eop.gov).

Dated: October 11, 2007.
Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. E7—20431 Filed 10-16-07; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-07-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce (DOC)
will submit to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
chapter 35).

Agency: U.S. Census Bureau.
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