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behavioral observations for all species.
Furthermore, suction-cup tagging of
humpback (Megaptera novaeangliae),
fin (Balaenoptera physalus), minke
(Balaenoptera acutorostrata), sei
(Balaenoptera borealis), and sperm
(Physeter macrocephalus) whales would
also occur. Tagging of sei, minke, and
sperm whales would be limited to
adults and subadults while all age
classes, except neonates, of humpback
and fin whales would be tagged.
Underwater videography of humpback
whales in Hawaii is also requested. No
mortality is anticipated. The permit
would be valid for 5 years from date of
issuance.

Concurrent with the publication of
this notice in the Federal Register,
NMEFS is forwarding copies of this
application to the Marine Mammal
Commission and its Committee of
Scientific Advisors.

Dated: September 11, 2007.

P. Michael Payne,

Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E7—-18295 Filed 9-14—07; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Scallop Advisory Panels and its Scallop
Committee, in October, 2007, to
consider actions affecting New England
fisheries in the exclusive economic zone
(EEZ). Recommendations from these
groups will be brought to the full
Council for formal consideration and
action, if appropriate.

DATES: These meetings will be held on
Wednesday, October 10, 2007, at 9 a.m.
and Thursday, October 11, 2007, at 9
a.m.

ADDRESSES: These meetings will be held
at the Holiday Inn, One Newbury Street,
Peabody, MA 01960; telephone: (978)
535—4600; fax: (978) 535—8238.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
telephone: (978) 465—-0492.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Wednesday, October 10, 2007; Scallop
General Category and Advisory Panels
Meeting.

The Scallop Advisory Panels will
review and recommend preferred
alternatives for Framework 19 to the
Scallop Fishery Management Plan.
Framework 19 is a biennial action that
will set management measures for
fishing years 2008 and 2009.

Thursday, October 11, 2007; Scallop
Committee Meeting.

The Committee will review and
recommend preferred alternatives for
Framework 19 to the Scallop Fishery
Management Plan. The Committee will
also review and approve research
priorities for the 2008—-2009 Scallop
Research Set-Aside Program. The
Committee may consider other topics at
their discretion.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before these groups for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during these meetings Action
will be restricted to those issues
specifically listed in this notice and any
issues arising after publication of this
notice that require emergency action
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, provided the public has
been notified of the Council’s intent to
take final action to address the
emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Paul J. Howard,
Executive Director, at (978) 465—0492, at
least 5 days prior to the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: September 12, 2007.
Emily Menashes,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E7—18225 Filed 9-14—07; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice of a public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Monkfish Oversight Committee, in
October, 2007, to consider actions
affecting New England fisheries in the
exclusive economic zone (EEZ).
Recommendations from this group will
be brought to the full Council for formal
consideration and action, if appropriate.
DATES: This meeting will be held on
Wednesday, October 3, 2007, at 9:30
a.m.

ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held at
the Hilton Garden Inn, One Thuber
Street, Warwick, RI 02886; telephone:
(401) 734-9600; fax: (401) 734-9700.
Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
telephone: (978) 465—0492.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Committee will identify alternatives to
be developed for consideration in
Framework Adjustment 5 possibly
including, but not limited to, changes to
the biological reference points (as
recommended by the recent stock
assessment workshop), days-at-sea
(DAS) carryover limits, minimum mesh
requirements for vessels fishing on a
monkfish/multispecies DAS, monkfish
landings under the 3-hour gillnet rule,
frontloading of monkfish DAS, Mid-
Atlantic area large mesh monkfish
incidental catch limits, monkfish gillnet
rules for vessels fishing as a
multispecies trip gillnet vessel and the
requirement to obtain a monkfish Letter
of Authorization to fish in the northern
management area. The final list of issues
to be addressed depends on the
decisions of the New England Fishery
Management Council at its September
meeting.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
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be restricted to those issues specifically
listed in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, at (978)
465-0492, at least 5 days prior to the
meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: September 12, 2007.

Emily Menashes,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E7—-18227 Filed 9-14—07; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: The North Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council) and its
advisory committees will hold public
meetings, in Anchorage AK.

DATES: The meetings will be held on
October 1, 2007 through October 9,
2007. See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
for specific dates and times.
ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held at
the Anchorage Hilton Hotel, 500 West
3rd Avenue, Anchorage, AK.

Council address: North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 605 W.
4th Avenue, Suite 306, Anchorage, AK
99501-2252.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David Witherell, Gouncil staff;
telephone: (907) 271-2809.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Council will begin its plenary session at
8 a.m. on Wednesday, October 3
continuing through Tuesday October 9,
2007. The Council’s Advisory Panel
(AP) will begin at 8 a.m., Monday,
October 1 and continue through
Saturday October 6. The Scientific and
Statistical Committee (SSC) will begin at

8 a.m. on Monday, October 1 and
continue through Wednesday October 3,
2007. The Enforcement Committee will
meet Tuesday, October 2, from 1 p.m. to
4 p.m. in the lliamna Room. The Crab
Advisory Committee will meet 6 p.m. to
8 p.m. in the King Salmon Room. All
meetings are open to the public, except
executive sessions.

Council Plenary Session: The agenda
for the Council’s plenary session will
include the following issues. The
Council may take appropriate action on
any of the issues identified.

1. Reports

Executive Director’s Report (including
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Management
Act)

NMFS Management Report

U.S. Coast Guard Report

Alaska Department of Fish & Game
Report

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service Report

Protected Species Report (Steller Sea
Lion (SSL) Measures Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS): Notice of Intent,
Draft Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA) List of Fisheries for 2008, SSL
Recovery Plan and Biological Opinion
Update, act as necessary)

2. Charter Halibut Management:
Initial review of Charter Halibut 3A
Guideline Harvest Levels (GHL)
measures; Preliminary review of Charter
Halibut Allocation/Compensation; SSC
review of charter halibut discard
mortality information (T)(SSC only);
SSC review of estimation procedures for
charter halibut, Dusky Shelf rockfish,
and shark catch (SSC only).

3. Halibut Subsistence: Discuss
Alternatives for Halibut Subsistence
Rural definition.

4. Bering Sea Aleutian Island (BSAI)
Crab Fishery Management: Report on
Crab data collection quality and
confidentiality; Committee report-
discussion paper on BSAI Crab "B’
Shares; Initial review BSAI Crab 'C’
share 90/10 exemption; Initial review
BSAI Crab custom processing (T); Initial
review BSAI Crab post-delivery
transfers (T).

5. Gulf of Alaska (GOA) Groundfish
Issues: Preliminary review GOA Pacific
cod sector split; Discussion paper on
GOA fixed gear License Limitation
Program (LLP) recency; action as
necessary; Discussion paper on GOA
sideboards; action as necessary; Initial
review Central GOA rockfish post-
delivery transfers (T).

6. LLP Trawl Recency: Initial review
of analysis.

7. Amendment 80: Review discussion
paper on Amendment 80 post-delivery
transfers (T).

8. Socioeconomic Data Collection:
Report on Comprehensive
socioeconomic data collection.

9. Groundfish Management; Final
action on GOA arrowtooth Maximum
Retainable Amount (MRA), Regulatory
Amendment; Initial review Western
GOA pollock trip limit, Plan
Amendment; Report on specifications
per Amendment 80 and 85; action as
necessary; Review new stock assessment
information (SSC only); Initial action on
Groundfish specification; Discussion
paper on seabird avoidance measures
for Area 4E; action as necessary; Review
tasking plans for managing Other
Species complex and discussion paper
on analytical approach.

10. Salmon Management: Salmon
Bycatch Workgroup report; Refine
alternatives; Report on Salmon excluder
Experimental Fishery Permit.

11. Crab Management: Crab Plan
Team Report; Approve BSAI crab Stock
Assessment Fishery Evaluation Report;
Initial review BSI crab overfishing
definition.

12. Arctic Fishery Management:
Ecosystem Committee report and action
as necessary; Review and approve
outreach plan.

13. Staff Tasking: Review Committees
and tasking, and take action as
necessary; Review broader
(Programmatic Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement)
community outreach plan (T).

14. Other Business.

The SSC agenda will include the
following issues:

1. Halibut Charter

2. BSAI Crab Management
. GOA Groundfish
. Socioeconomic data
. LLP Trawl Recency
. Groundfish Management
. Salmon Bycatch
. Crab Overfishing

The Advisory Panel will address the
same agenda issues as the Council,
except for reports. The Agenda is
subject to change, and the latest version
will be posted at http://
www.fakr.noaa.gov/npfmc/.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before these groups for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during these meetings. Action
will be restricted to those issues
specifically identified in this notice and
any issues arising after publication of
this notice that require emergency
action under section 305(c) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the Council’s intent to take final action
to address the emergency.

CONO O W
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