>
GPO,

47064

Federal Register/Vol. 72, No. 162/ Wednesday, August 22, 2007 / Notices

would have been expanded and
agreements with research,
governmental, and non-governmental
organizations would have been
developed to provide information
needed for the management of forests,
grasslands, coastal wetlands, beaches,
and listed species and their habitats. In
partnership with others, programs
would have been developed for
management of nesting sea turtle
populations on Vieques beaches.

Alternative C, the preferred
alternative, will direct the refuge toward
a realistic and achievable level of both
habitat management and public use and
will provide a management program
that will address the needs of the
resources and, where appropriate and
compatible with the refuge purposes,
the needs of the community. This
alternative will provide for increases in
management efforts to restore habitats
without diminishing the wildlife values
associated with the current conditions.
There is also a focus on management
activities to benefit threatened and
endangered species. This includes the
possible reintroduction of species
extirpated from Vieques and expansion
of populations of species already found
on the refuge. Some priority public uses,
as identified in the National Wildlife
Refuge System Improvement Act of
1997, will be expanded and other uses
that are determined to be compatible
with the refuge mission may be
permitted. Historic and archaeological
resources will be stabilized and, where
possible, interpretation of their
significance and role in the evolution of
Vieques Refuge will be provided.

Vieques National Wildlife Refuge,
consisting of approximately 17,771
acres (3,100 acres on western Vieques
and 14,671 acres on eastern Vieques),
was created from former Navy managed
lands by congressional actions in 2001
and 2003. The transferred lands are to
be managed in accordance with the
National Wildlife Refuge System
Administration Act of 1966, as amended
by the National Wildlife Refuge System
Improvement Act of 1997. The refuge
lands were historically used for
agricultural purposes and more recently
for military training activities. As a
result, the wildlife habitats and
communities are significantly altered
and non-native invasive species are
common along with remnants of native
habitats. As a result of the military
training, portions of the refuge contain
unexploded ordnance and other
contaminants. These areas have been
classified as a “superfund site” under
the Comprehensive Environmental
Response, Compensation, and Liability
Act (CERCLA). Cleanup of these

portions of the refuge is being
conducted by the Navy in accordance
with CERCLA. In addition, a Federal
Facilities Agreement between the Navy,
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Fish and Wildlife Service, and the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico will help
to guide the cleanup process.

Although the short-term use and
management of areas contaminated with
unexploded ordnance would be
restricted, the alternatives presented
were developed with the assumption
that these lands would be cleaned of
any contaminants that would pose a
threat to either the wildlife or visitors to
the refuge.

Authority: This notice is published under
the authority of the National Wildlife Refuge
System Improvement Act of 1997, Public
Law 105-57.

Dated: June 14, 2007.

Cynthia K. Dohner,

Acting Regional Director.

[FR Doc. E7—16542 Filed 8-21-07; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Draft Recovery Plan for the Ivory-billed
Woodpecker (Campephilus principalis)
AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of document availability
for review and comment.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (““we”’) announce the
availability of the Draft Recovery Plan
for the Ivory-billed Woodpecker
(Campephilus principalis). This draft
recovery plan includes specific criteria
and measures that should be taken in
order to effectively recover the species
to the point where delisting is
warranted under the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act).
We solicit review and comment from
local, State, and Federal agencies and
the public on this draft recovery plan.
DATES: Comments on the draft recovery
plan must be received on or before
October 22, 2007.

ADDRESSES: Copies of the draft recovery
plan are available by request from the
Lafayette Field Office of the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, 646 Cajundome
Boulevard, Suite 400, Lafayette,
Louisiana 70506, or by visiting our
recovery plan Web site at http://
endangered.fws.gov/recovery/
index.htmli#plans. If you wish to
comment, you may submit your
comments by one of the following
methods:

1. You may mail or hand-deliver
written comments and materials to the
Field Supervisor, at the above address
or;

2. You may fax your comments to
337-291-3139.

Comments and materials received are
available for public inspection on
request, by appointment, during normal
business hours at the above address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Deborah Fuller, at the above address, or
telephone 337-291-3100.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Restoring
listed animals and plants to the point
where they are again secure, self-
sustaining components of their
ecosystems is a primary goal of our
threatened and endangered species
program. To help guide the recovery
effort, we prepare recovery plans for
listed species native to the United
States, pursuant to section 4(f) of the
Act, unless such a plan would not
promote the conservation of a particular
species. Recovery plans describe actions
that may be necessary for conservation
of the species, establish criteria for
reclassification from endangered to
threatened status or removal from the
list of threatened and endangered
species, and estimate the time and cost
for implementing the needed recovery
measures.

The Ivory-billed woodpecker is
extremely rare and was, until recently,
commonly accepted as extirpated from
its known range in the United States.
The species appeared to be widely
distributed throughout the southeast
prior to European settlement. The Ivory-
billed woodpecker’s disappearance is
closely linked with logging and clearing
of the contiguous forest habitats which
once covered much of the southeastern
United States. Additionally, as habitats
became fragmented and the species
increasingly rare, collecting and direct
mortality may have extirpated the bird
in certain areas.

Despite having been listed since 1967,
no recovery plan was prepared, in large
part due to the lack of any clear,
undisputed evidence (since 1944) of the
species’ continued existence. Evidence
supporting the presence of at least one
bird in the Bayou de View area of Cache
River National Wildlife Refuge in 2004,
as well as additional information, has
generated the need to complete a
recovery plan. Given the limited
information on the current number of
individuals throughout the species’
range and the limited knowledge on
biology, habitat requirements, and
genetic information, we recognize the
need to generate scientific information
to better address the threats and limiting
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factors to this species and to develop
additional specific recovery criteria.

The recovery strategy will initially
focus on learning more about the
species’ status and ecology, including
documenting known locations and
characterizing these habitats. Population
goals are not identified, but are
acknowledged as key to recovery.
Current efforts include development of
models and additional research that will
generate these spatially explicit
population goals.

Recovery Objectives: The recovery
plan identifies actions needed to
achieve long-term viability for the Ivory-
billed woodpecker and focuses on these
goals:

1. Management to reduce risks to the
existing population,

2. Protection and enhancement of
suitable habitat, and;

3. Actions to reduce or eliminate
threats sufficient to allow restoration of
additional wild populations.

The emphasis for recovery will be on
the distribution of additional viable
populations in the historic range of the
species. Discovery, documentation, and
subsequent management of additional
populations meet scientifically accepted
goals for the promotion of viable
populations of listed species.

Recovery Criteria:

1. Determine current habitat use and
needs of existing populations.

2. Survey potential habitats for new
occurrences.

3. Conserve and enhance habitat on
public land. Add additional acreage to
public habitat inventory via land
acquisition from willing sellers.

4. Conserve and enhance habitat on
private lands through the use of
agreements, conservation easements,
habitat conservation plans, and public
outreach to facilitate appropriate
management actions.

5. Determine viability of existing
populations (numbers, breeding success,
population genetics, and ecology).

6. Determine the number and
geographic distribution of
subpopulations needed for a self-
sustaining metapopulation and evaluate
suitable habitat for species
reintroduction.

At present there is limited
information on the current population
abundance, distribution, habitat
requirements, and biology. More
specific, quantifiable criteria for
downlisting and delisting this species
will be developed as additional
knowledge concerning these critical
attributes is acquired.

Public Comments Solicited

We solicit written comments on the
recovery plan described. We will

consider all comments received by the
date specified in DATES section prior to
a decision on final approval of the
revised recovery plan.

Our practice is to make all comments,
including names and home addresses of
respondents, available for public review
during regular business hours.
Individual respondents may request that
we withhold their home addresses from
the record, which we will honor to the
extent allowable by law. In some
circumstances, we would withhold also
from the record a respondent’s identity,
as allowable by law. If you wish for us
to withhold your name and/or address,
you must state this prominently at the
beginning of your comments. However,
we will not consider anonymous
comments. We will make all
submissions from organizations or
businesses, and from individuals
identifying themselves as
representatives or officials of
organizations or businesses, available
for public inspection in their entirety.

Authority

The authority for this action is section
4(f) of the Endangered Species Act, 16
U.S.C. 1533(f).

Dated: April 10, 2007.

Cynthia K. Dohner,
Acting Regional Director, Southeast Region.

Editorial Note: This document was
received at the Office of the Federal Register
on August 17, 2007.

[FR Doc. E7—16622 Filed 8—21—-07; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Geological Survey

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Collection;
Comment Request

AGENCY: U.S. Geological Survey (USGS),
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of extension of an
information collection (1028-0056).

SUMMARY: To comply with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), USGS is inviting comments on a
collection of information that we will
submit to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for review and approval.
The information collection request (ICR)
concerns the paperwork requirements in
the Performance Measures Data, North
American Reporting Center for
Amphibian Malformations (NARCAM).

DATES: Submit written comments by
October 22, 2007.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by any of the following methods listed
below. Please use the Information
Collection Number 1028-0056 as an
identifier in your message.

e E-mail USGS at atravnic@usgs.gov.
Identify with Information Collection
Number 1028-0056 in the subject line.

e Fax: 703-787-7069. Identify with
Information Collection Number 1028—
0056.

e Mail or hand-carry comments to the
Department of the Interior; U.S.
Geological Survey; Attention: Alfred
Travnicek; 12201 Sunrise Valley Drive,
MS-807; Reston, Virginia 20192. Please
reference “Information Collection 1028—
0056 in your comments.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Alfred Travnicek, Clearance Officer for
Information Collections, at (703) 648—
7231.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: North American Reporting
Center for Amphibian Malformations
(NARCAM) Data Collection Form.

OMB Control Number: 1028—0056.

Abstract: Beginning in 1997, the U.S.
Geological Survey has collected
voluntary submissions from the research
and monitoring community, as well as
private citizens, of observational data
regarding amphibian malformations.
Reports are submitted through the
World Wide Web to the USGS National
Biological Information Infrastructure
(NBII) program, which manages the
North American Reporting Center for
Amphibian Malformations (NARCAM).
Each malformation occurrence
submitted through theo online
NARCAM reporting form is carefully
reviewed by trained professional
herpetologists for quality and accuracy.
Data associated with the validated
reports, including species, malformation
type, and geospatial information, are
made accessible to the public via the
NARCAM Web site. Information may be
used by scientists and resource
managers within Federal, State, and
local agencies, as well as the general
public, to identify areas where
malformed amphibians have been
reported, and the rates of occurrence.
The NARCAM dataset is the only
publicly available, national dataset on
amphibian malformations.

We will be requesting OMB approval
for an extension of the NARCAM data
collection efforts.

We will protect information from
respondents considered private under
the Freedom of Information Act (5
U.S.C. 552) and its implementing
regulations (43 CFR part 2) and under
regulations at 30 CFR 250.197, “Data
and information to be made available to
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