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Endangered Species

The public is invited to comment on
the following applications for a permit
to conduct certain activities with
endangered species. This notice is
provided pursuant to section 10(c) of
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).
Written data, comments, or requests for
copies of these complete applications
should be submitted to the Director
(address above).

Applicant: New York State Museum,
Albany, NY, PRT-146078.

The applicant requests a permit to
import from the Smithsonian Tropical
Research Institute, Panama, salvaged
skeletons and skulls from animals found
dead on Barro Colorado Island, Panama
of the following species: howler monkey
(Alouatta palliata), Baird’s tapir
(Tapirus bairdii), and ocelot (Leopardus
pardalis) for the purpose of scientific
research.

Applicant: Dr. Mary K. Gonder,
University of Maryland, Dept. of
Biology, College Park, MD, PRT—
146529.

The applicant requests a permit to
import DNA samples taken from the
blood of captive-held chimpanzees (Pan
troglodytes) at the Limbe Wildlife
Centre, Limbe, Cameroon, for the
purpose of scientific research.

Applicant: Tom W. Veurink, Alto, MI,
PRT-145874.

The applicant requests a permit to
import the sport-hunted trophy of one
cheetah (Acinonyx jubatus) taken in
Namibia for the purpose of
enhancement of the survival of the
species.

Applicant: Gary F. Bogner, N.
Muskeyon, MI, PRT-120003.

The applicant requests a permit to
import the sport-hunted trophy of one
male bontebok (Damaliscus pygargus
pygargus) culled from a captive herd
maintained under the management
program of the Republic of South Africa,
for the purpose of enhancement of the
survival of the species.

Dated: February 16, 2007.
Monica Farris,
Senior Permit Biologist, Branch of Permits,
Division of Management Authority.
[FR Doc. E7—4519 Filed 3—12—07; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife
and Plants; Final Conservation
Strategy for the Grizzly Bear in the
Greater Yellowstone Area

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: We, the Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service), announce the
availability of the Final Conservation
Strategy for the Grizzly Bear in the
Greater Yellowstone Area (Final
Conservation Strategy). This document
will guide management decisions for the
Yellowstone grizzly bear population
upon delisting.

ADDRESSES: You may obtain a copy of
the Final Conservation Strategy by any
of the following means:

1. World Wide Web: http://mountain-
prairie.fws.gov/species/mammals/
grizzly/yellowstone.htm.

2. U.S. mail or in-person pickup: By
appointment, during normal business
hours at U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
University Hall, Room 309, University
of Montana, Missoula, MT 59812. Call
(406) 243—4903 to make arrangements.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Christopher Servheen, Grizzly Bear
Recovery Coordinator (see ADDRESSES
above), (406) 243—4903.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Restoring an endangered or
threatened animal or plant to the point
where it is no longer in need of the
protections under the Endangered
Species Act is a primary goal of our
endangered species program. Recovery
plans help guide the recovery effort by
describing actions considered necessary
for the conservation of the species,
establishing criteria for downlisting and
delisting listed species, and estimating
time and cost for implementing the
measures needed for recovery measures.
Under the provisions of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act)
(16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq., we approved the
first Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan on
January 29, 1982 (U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service 1982). In 1993, we approved a
revision to the Grizzly Bear Recovery
Plan (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1993), which included additional tasks
and new information that increased the
focus and effectiveness of recovery
efforts. Since the 1993 revision, we have
approved three additional supplements
to the Recovery Plan (U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service 1997, 1998, 2007).

The Recovery Plan stated that a
conservation strategy should be
developed for each ecosystem before
delisting. The purpose of the Final
Conservation Strategy (U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service 2007) is to serve as the
regulatory mechanism guiding our
management as we delist and establish
the monitoring approach that will be
taken for the Yellowstone grizzly bear
population. The Final Conservation
Strategy satisfies the requirements for
post-delisting monitoring required by
section 4(g) of the Act for species
delisted due to recovery.

Considering all of the comments
received, we finalized the Final
Conservation Strategy for the Grizzly
Bear in the Greater Yellowstone Area.

References Cited

For a complete list of all references
cited herein, contact the Grizzly Bear
Recovery Coordinator (see ADDRESSES
above).

Authority

The authority for this Notice is
section 4(f) of the Endangered Species
Act, 16 U.S.C. 1533(f).

Dated: January 10, 2007.

James J. Slack,

Deputy Regional Director, Denver, Colorado.
[FR Doc. E7—4566 Filed 3—12—07; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Supplements to the Grizzly Bear
Recovery Plan

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: We, the Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service), announce the
availability of two supplements to the
Grizzly Bear (Ursus arctos horribilis)
Recovery Plan. The supplements,
appended to the Grizzly Bear Recovery
Plan, present revised methods to
estimate population size and sustainable
mortality limits for the Yellowstone
grizzly bear population, and establish
habitat-based recovery criteria for the
Yellowstone grizzly bear population.

ADDRESSES: You may obtain a copy of
the recovery plan, including these
supplements, by any of the following
means:

1. World Wide Web: http://
endangered.fws.gov/recovery/
index.html#plans or http://mountain-
prairie.fws.gov/species/mammals/
grizzly/yellowstone.htm; or



Federal Register/Vol. 72, No. 48/Tuesday, March 13, 2007/ Notices

11377

2. U.S. mail or in-person pickup: By
appointment, during normal business
hours, at: U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, University Hall, Room 309,
University of Montana, Missoula, MT
59812. Call (406) 243—-4903 to make
arrangements.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Christopher Servheen, Grizzly Bear
Recovery Coordinator (see ADDRESSES
above), (406) 243—4903.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Restoring an endangered or
threatened animal or plant to the point
where it is again a secure member of its
ecosystem is a primary goal of our
endangered species program. Recovery
plans help guide recovery efforts by
describing actions we consider
necessary for the conservation of the
species, establishing criteria for
downlisting and delisting listed species,
and estimating time and cost for
implementing the measures needed for
recovery measures. Under the
provisions of the Endangered Species
Act 0of 1973, as amended (Act) (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), we approved the
first Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan on
January 29, 1982 (U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service 1982). In 1993, we approved a
revision to the Grizzly Bear Recovery
Plan (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1993), which included additional tasks
and new information that increased the
focus and effectiveness of recovery
efforts. Supplements to the Recovery
Plan were approved in 1997 and 1998
(U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 1997,
1998).

In 1994, The Fund for Animals, Inc.,
and 42 other organizations and
individuals filed suit over the adequacy
of the 1993 Recovery Plan. In 1995, the
U.S. District Court for the District of
Columbia issued an order remanding for
further study and clarification four
issues relevant to the Yellowstone
grizzly bear population including the
methods we use to measure the status of
bear populations (Fund for Animals v.
Babbitt, 903 F. Supp. 96 (D. D.C. 1995)).
Following appeals by both parties, we
entered into a subsequent settlement
agreeing to establish habitat-based
recovery criteria prior to any delisting
action (Fund for Animals v. Babbitt, 967
F. Supp. 6 (D. D.C. 1997)).

Regarding the methods used to
measure the status of bear populations,
beginning in 2000, the Interagency
Grizzly Bear Study Team, which the
U.S. Geological Survey leads in
cooperation with various University
specialists, began a comprehensive
evaluation of the demographic data and

the methodology used to estimate
population size and establish the
sustainable level of mortality for grizzly
bears in the Greater Yellowstone Area.
The Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan Task
Y11 also recommended further
consideration of population objectives,
stating that the team should work to
“determine population conditions at
which the species is viable and self
sustaining” and ‘“reevaluate and refine
population criteria as new information
becomes available” for the Yellowstone
population of grizzly bears (U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service 1993, p. 44). After
evaluating current methods, scientific
literature, and alternative methods, the
Interagency Grizzly Bear Study Team
recommended the most valid technique
based on the best available science
(Interagency Grizzly Bear Study Team
2005, 2007) and drafted the Reassessing
Methods to Estimate Population Size
and Sustainable Mortality Limits for the
Yellowstone Grizzly Bear document
(Reassessing Methods document). As
per section 4(f) of the Act (16 U.S.C.
1533(f)), we released a draft version of
the Reassessing Methods document for
public comment on November 22, 2005
(70 FR 70632). Considering all
comments received, the Study Team
produced a Supplement to the
Reassessing Methods document
(Interagency Grizzly Bear Study Team
2006) and finalized this document. We
have attached relevant portions of these
reports to the Grizzly Bear Recovery
Plan (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
1993) in a supplement.

Regarding the settlement agreeing to
establish habitat-based recovery criteria
prior to any delisting action, on June 17,
1997, we held a public workshop in
Bozeman, Montana, to develop and
refine habitat-based recovery criteria for
the Yellowstone grizzly bear population.
A Federal Register notice notified the
public of this workshop and provided
interested parties an opportunity to
participate and submit comments (62 FR
19777, April 23, 1997). Grizzly Bear
Recovery Plan Task Y423 also
recommended further consideration of
this issue, stating that we should work
to “establish a threshold of minimal
habitat values to be maintained within
each Cumulative Effects Analysis Unit
in order to ensure that sufficient habitat
is available to support a viable
population” (U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service 1993, p. 55). After considering
1,167 written comments, we developed
biologically-based habitat criteria with
the goal of maintaining or improving
habitat conditions at 1998 levels. As per
section 4(f) of the Act (16 U.S.C.
1533(f)), we published these draft

criteria in the Federal Register for
review and comment on July 16, 1999
(64 FR 38464). Considering all
comments we received, we finalized the
Habitat-Based Recovery Criteria. We
have attached the established Habitat-
Based Recovery Criteria to the Grizzly
Bear Recovery Plan (U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service 1993) in a supplement.

References Cited

To obtain a complete list of all
references cited herein, contact the
Grizzly Bear Recovery Coordinator (see
ADDRESSES above).

Authority

The authority for this Notice is
section 4(f) of the Endangered Species
Act, 16 U.S.C. 1533(f).

Dated: January 10, 2007.

James J. Slack,

Deputy Regional Director, Denver, Colorado.
[FR Doc. E7—4568 Filed 3—12—07; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Issuance of Permits

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of issuance of permits for
endangered species and marine
mammals.

SUMMARY: The following permits were
issued.

ADDRESSES: Documents and other
information submitted with these
applications are available for review,
subject to the requirements of the
Privacy Act and Freedom of Information
Act, by any party who submits a written
request for a copy of such documents to:
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division
of Management Authority, 4401 North
Fairfax Drive, Room 700, Arlington,
Virginia 22203; fax 703/358-2281.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Division of Management Authority,
telephone 703/358-2104.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is
hereby given that on the dates below, as
authorized by the provisions of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), and
the Marine Mammal Protection Act of
1972, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et
seq.), the Fish and Wildlife Service
issued the requested permits subject to
certain conditions set forth therein. For
each permit for an endangered species,
the Service found that (1) The
application was filed in good faith, (2)
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