>
GPO,

59808

Federal Register/Vol. 71, No. 196/ Wednesday, October 11, 2006 / Notices

Housing and Urban Development
Reform Act of 1989 (103 Stat. 1987, 42
U.S.C. 3545).

List of Awardees for Grant Assistance
Under the FY 2006 Historically Black
Program Funding Competition, by
Institution, Address, and Grant Amount

Region III

1. Howard University, Dr. Rodney
Green, Howard University, Center for
Urban Progress, 1840 7th Street, NW.,
Suite 318, Washington, DC 20001.
Grant: $586,027.

2. Morgan State University, Mr. Ellis
Brown, Morgan State University,
Community and Economic
Development, Truth Hall, Room #111—
G, 1700 East Cold Spring Lane,
Baltimore, MD 21251. Grant: $600,000.

3. Norfolk State University, Mrs.
Debra Atkins, Norfolk State University,
Community and Outreach Service, 700
Park Avenue, Norfolk, VA 23504. Grant:
$600,000.

Region IV

4. Alabama A&M University, Mr.
Larry Dejarnett, Alabama A&M
University, Community Planning/Urban
Studies, 4900 Meridian Street, James I.
Dawson Building, Rm. 316B, Normal,
AL 35762. Grant: $600,000.

5. Benedict College, Dr. Jabari
Simama, Benedict College, Benedict-
Allen Community Development
Corporation, 1600 Harden Street,
Columbia, SC 29204. Grant: $600,000.

6. C.A. Fredd Technical College
Campus, Dr. Cordell Wynn, C.A. Fredd
Technical College Campus, 3401 Martin
Luther King Jr. Boulevard, Tuscaloosa,
AL 35401. Grant: $599,020.

7. Morris College, Ms. Dorothy
Cheagle, Morris College, Planning and
Governmental Relations, 100 West
College Street, Sumter, SC 29150. Grant:
$600,000.

8. North Carolina A&T State
University, Dr. N. Radhakrishman,
North Carolina A&T State University,
Research and Economic Development,
1601 East Market Street, Greensboro, NC
27411. Grant: $597,538.

Region VI

9. Southern University and A&M
College, Dr. Alma Thornton, Southern
University and A&M College, Center for
Social Research, 208 Higgins Hall,
Roosevelt Steptoe Drive, Baton Rouge,
LA 70813. Grant: $600,000.

10. Dillard University, Mr. Theodore
Callier, Dillard University, Office of
Sponsored Programs,1555 Poydras
Street, 12th Floor, New Orleans, LA
70112. Grant: $2,000,000.

11. Langston University, Ms. Linda
Tillman, Langston University, Rural

Business Development, 4205 North
Lincoln Boulevard, Room 109,
Oklahoma City, OK 73105. Grant:
$587,806.

12. Xavier University of Louisiana, Dr.
Kyshun Webster, Xavier University of
Louisiana, One Drexel Drive, New
Orleans, LA 70125. Grant: $2,000,000.

13. University of Arkansas at Pine
Bluff, Mr. Henry Golatt, Sr., University
of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, Economic
Research and Development Center, 1200
North University Drive, Pine Bluff, AR
71601. Grant: $429,609.

Dated: September 21, 2006.
Darlene F. Williams,
Assistant Secretary.
[FR Doc. E6-16715 Filed 10-10-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4210-67-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Bureau of Indian Affairs

Notice of Cancellation of the
Environmental Impact Statement for
the Proposed Operations and
Maintenance of the Flathead Indian
Irrigation Project Upon Transfer in
Favor of Preparation of an
Environmental Assessment, Flathead,
Lake, Missoula and Sanders Counties,
MO

AGENCY: Bureau of Indian Affairs,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice advises the public
that the Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)
intends to prepare an Environmental
Assessment (EA) instead of an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
for the proposed operations and
maintenance of the Flathead Indian
Irrigation Project upon transfer. This
notice also announces a public
comment period. The purpose of this
notice and public comment period is to
obtain additional suggestions and
information from other agencies and the
public regarding BIA’s intention to
prepare an EA instead of an EIS.
Because the BIA has already held public
meetings to satisfy scoping requirements
for preparation of an EIS, and the
subject matter of the EA is identical, at
this time, the BIA does not intend to
hold additional public meetings.
However, if the need for additional
public meetings becomes evident
through public comment or otherwise,
the BIA will hold additional public
meetings.

DATES: Comments on the
implementation of this proposal must be
received before November 13, 2006.

ADDRESSES: Mail or hand deliver written
comments to Mr. Travis Teegarden,
Project Manager, Branch of Irrigation,
Power, and Safety of Dams, Natural
Resources Division, Office of Trust
Services, Bureau of Indian Affairs, 490
N. 31st Street, Suite 203, Billings, MT
59101. You may also fax comments to
Mr. Travis Teegarden at (406) 657—-5988.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Travis Teegarden, (406) 657—-5987.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Flathead Indian Irrigation Project
(Project) is located on the Flathead
Indian Reservation in northwestern
Montana. The Secretary of the Interior
(Secretary) is required to transfer the
operations and management of the
Project as provided by the Act of May
29, 1908, Public Law 60-156, 35 Stat.
441 (the 1908 Act) and the Act of May
25, 1948, Public Law 80-554, 62 Stat.
269 (the 1948 Act).

In 1904, the Flathead Indian
Allotment Act authorized allotments of
land within the Flathead Indian
Reservation to members of the
Confederated Salish and Kootenai
Tribes (Tribes) and construction of the
Flathead Indian Irrigation Project for
“the benefit of Indians’ on the Flathead
Indian Reservation (33 Stat. 302). When
this Act was amended in 1908, it also
authorized the construction of irrigation
systems to serve homesteaded lands
within the Flathead Indian Reservation
and provided for turnover of the
operation and management of irrigation
works serving non-Indian lands when
certain Project construction repayment
conditions had been met (35 Stat. 450).
Further, upon turnover of the project,
the 1948 Act called for the operation
and management of the Project under
rules and regulations approved by the
Secretary.

As of August 2002, there were
134,788 total acres in the project;
127,535 of which were assessed acres,
with 7,252 designated as temporarily
non-assessed acres. Approximately 10
percent of the Project’s irrigated lands
are held in trust by the United States for
the benefit of individual Indian
landowners and for the Confederated
Salish and Kootenai Tribes. Trust land
totals 11,771 acres, while land in fee
status totals 115,764 acres. The primary
source of the water for the Project
originates from the Mission Mountains
which border the east side of the
reservation. The Project facilities
include 17 major storage reservoirs,
1,300 miles of canals and laterals and
more than 10,000 structures. The Project
is divided into the Mission, Post, Pablo,
Camas, and Jocko divisions. Primary
irrigated crops are hay and alfalfa,
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grains, potatoes, canola, and some fruit
orchards.

Currently, the BIA’s Flathead Agency
Superintendent is the Officer-in-Charge
of the Project and administers activities
through the Irrigation Systems Manager.
The Irrigation Systems Manager
supervises the operation and
maintenance of the Project works.

Non-Indian irrigation interests are
represented by three irrigation districts,
the Flathead Irrigation District, the
Mission Irrigation District, and the Jocko
Valley Irrigation District. These Districts
signed repayment contracts with the
United States in 1928, 1931, and 1934
respectively, and are collectively
represented by the Flathead Joint Board
of Control (FJBC), which is chartered
under state law and represents only
owners of fee lands. Individual Indians
and the Tribes that irrigate lands held in
trust by the United States are statutorily
excluded from representation by the
FJBC.

Repayment of Project construction
conditions were fulfilled in early
January 2004. The BIA, the Tribes and
the FJBC are developing proposed
standard operating procedures for the
Project and are proposing to contract the
management of the Project under a
Cooperating Management Entity, made
up of representatives from the FJBC and
the Tribes, with the BIA providing
oversight functions and maintaining its
role as trustee.

The BIA has been delegated the
responsibility to serve as the Lead
Agency for National Environmental
Policy Act compliance in connection
with the proposed operations and
maintenance of the Flathead Indian
Irrigation Project upon transfer. Issues to
be addressed in the environmental
analysis include, but are not limited to,
irrigation and farming, rights-of-ways,
treaty-protected fisheries, aquatic
habitat, biological resources, wildlife
habitat, and Indian traditional and
cultural properties and resources.

On June 7, 2004, the BIA issued a
Notice of Intent to prepare an EIS for the
proposed operations and maintenance
of the Flathead Indian Irrigation Project
upon transfer (69 FR 31835). The BIA
held public scoping meetings on June
28, 2004, in Arlee, Montana, and June
30, 2004, in Ronan, Montana. Public
comments were solicited and received
by the BIA and work began on the EIS.
As work on the EIS progressed, it
became evident that an EA would be a
more appropriate NEPA document for
the proposed transfer of the operation
and maintenance of the Project.
Preliminary analysis of current
operation and maintenance of the
Project and proposed future operations

and maintenance after turnover showed
the two plans to be very similar and any
environmental affects of the limited
changes and new actions to be taken
would result primarily in environmental
benefits. Thus, after consultation with
the Tribes, the FJBC, and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, the BIA now
intends to prepare an EA instead of an
EIS. A biological assessment prepared in
accordance with the Endangered
Species Act will accompany the EA.

The proposed operations and
management of the Project after transfer
will be examined in the EA, including
Project management control structures,
certain operating and maintenance
methods or procedures, system
rehabilitation, and alternative water
delivery regimes. The environmental
issues will be substantially the same as
those that were to be addressed in the
EIS that was originally contemplated. A
draft EA will be made available for
public comment. Following
consideration of public comments on
the draft EA, BIA will publish a final
EA. Based on the information in the
final EA, BIA will either issue a finding
of no significant impact (FONSI), or, if
the final EA reveals significant
environmental impacts, BIA will
prepare an EIS.

Authority

This notice is published in
accordance with Council on
Environmental Quality regulations (40
CFR parts 1500 through 1508)
implementing the procedural
requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as
amended (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and
the Department of the Interior Manual
(516 DM 1.6) and is within in the
exercise of authority delegated to the
Assistant Secretary—Indian Affairs by
209 DM 8.1.

Dated: September 22, 2006.
Michael D. Olsen,
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary—Indian
Affairs.
[FR Doc. E6-16720 Filed 10-10-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-W7-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management
[AZ-410-06-1220-AL]

Emergency Closure of Public Lands:
Graham County, AZ

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of Emergency Closure.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
certain public lands in Graham County,
Arizona are temporarily closed to public
use.

This Closure Order restricts all public
use on a year-round basis on public
lands administered by the BLM Safford
Field Office in the Watson Wash area.
This Order is issued under the authority
of 43 CFR 8364.1 and affects the
following public lands: Gila and Salt
River Meridian, Arizona, T. 6 S., R.25
E., Sec. 14, S¥2, SWVa: Sec. 15, S
SEV4; Sec. 22, EY2 NEV4; Sec. 23, NWVa,

The affected lands contain conditions
that compromised public health and
safety due to illegal activities at the site
that included murder, assaults, fights,
disorderly conduct, drugs, under-age
drinking, weapon offenses, motor
vehicle accidents, vandalism, and
littering. Public health and safety
hazards have increased substantially
and are expected to continue to do so
unless immediate management action is
taken. The restriction prohibiting public
entry and use will help to mitigate
public health and safety threats. The
BLM'’s immediate removal of an
unauthorized hot tub, which was an
attractive nuisance, will reduce the
area’s appeal as a party spot.

DATES: This temporary closure will be
effective the date this notice is
published in the Federal Register and
will remain in effect until rescinded or
modified by the Authorized Officer.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Bill
Brandau, Safford Field Manager, BLM,
Safford Field Office, 711 14th Avenue,
Safford, AZ 85546, (928) 348—4461.

Discussion of the Rules: Pursuant to
43 CFR 8364.1 the following is
prohibited on lands administered by
BLM within the Watson Wash Area:

1. Unless otherwise authorized, no
person shall enter or remain in the
closed area.

2. Persons who are exempt from the
restriction include:

a. Any Federal, State or local officer
or member of an organized firefighting
force in the performance of an official
duty.

b. BLM employees engaged in official
duties, and

c. Persons specifically authorized by
the BLM to enter the restricted area.

Penalties: Violation of this Order is
punishable by a fine of not more than
$1,000, and/or imprisonment of not
more than 12 months (43 CFR
8364.1(d)).

Marlo M. Draper,

Acting Safford Field Office Manager.

[FR Doc. E6-16698 Filed 10—10-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-32-P
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