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biological resources (vegetation,
wildlife, fisheries, special status species,
wetland/riparian areas), cultural
resources, Native American concerns,
land use (land use planning, public
facilities, recreation, agricultural
practices and prime and unique
farmland), infrastructure, public health,
waste management, visual resources,
noise, social and economic values,
environmental justice, and cumulative
impacts.

Additionally, the RUS must grant or
deny a loan to GRE to finance its portion
of the proposed Project. Also, the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) must
consider issuing a permit under Section
10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act and
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act to
the co-owners to construct the proposed
Project within or across navigable
waters and waters of the United States.
Therefore, RUS and USACE are
cooperating agencies on the EIS.

Western maintains a mailing list of
those interested in the Big Stone II
Project EIS. Copies of the complete Draft
EIS or the Executive Summary have
been distributed to all persons any
groups on the mailing list that requested
a copy. A distribution has been made to
various libraries in the project are.

Oral comments on the Draft EIS will
be accepted only during the public
hearings scheduled for the dates and
locations provided above. Those
wishing to make oral comments may do
so at the scheduled public hearings.
Speakers will be asked to register at the
door prior to the beginning of the
hearing. Speakers are encouraged to
provide a written version of their oral
comments for the record. Each speaker
will be allowed 5 minutes to present
comments unless more time is requested
and available. Comments will be
recorded by a court reporter at each
hearing and will become part of the
public hearing record. Western will
conduct open house information
sessions 2 hours prior to each public
hearing to field questions and provide
information to the public.

Copies of the Draft EIS are available
for public review at the offices and
public libraries listed below:

Public Libraries

Ortonville Public Library, 412 Second
Street Northwest, Ortonville,
Minnesota.

Morris Public Library, 102 East 6th
Street, Morris, Minnesota.

Granite Falls Public Library, 155 7th
Avenue, Granite Falls, Minnesota.

Appleton Public Library, 322 W.
Schlieman Avenue, Appleton,
Minnesota.

Canby Public Library, 110 Oscar avenue
North, Canby, Minnesota.

Willmar Public Library, 410 5th Street
Southwest, Willmar, Minnesota.

Kerkhoven Public Library, 208 10th
Street North, Kerkhoven, Minnesota.

Benson Public Library, 200 13th Street
South, Benson, Minnesota.

Grant Public Library, 207 Park Avenue
East, Milbank, South Dakota.

Watertown Regional Library, 611 Bruhn
Avenue, NE., Watertown, South
Dakota.

The Draft EIS is also available at DOE
Reading Rooms at the following
addresses: U.S. Department of Energy,
Forrestal Building, Reading Room 1E-
190, 1000 Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20585; Western Area
Power Administration, Corporate
Services Office, 12155 West Alameda
Parkway, Lakewood, Colorado 80228;
and Western Area Power
Administration, Upper Great Plains
Customer Service Region, South Dakota
Maintenance Office, 200 4th Street, SW.,
Huron, South Dakota 57350.

MRES (Applicant), on behalf of the
big Stone II Project co-owners has
applied to Western to interconnect the
proposed Project to Western’s power
transmission system. Additionally,
MRES and HCPD have requested
transmission service contract
modifications to deliver power from the
proposed Big Stone II plant to their
service territories on Western’s
transmission system. Western must
consider allowing the applicant an
interconnection to Western’s
transmission system at the Morris and
Granite Falls substations, including
required modifications to these
substations and other Western facilities,
and decide to modify transmission
service contracts with MRES and HCPD.
The RUS must consider providing a
loan to GRE to finance its portion of the
proposed Project. The USACE must
consider issuing a permit for Section 10
of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899
and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
to the co-owners for construction of the
proposed Project within or across
navigable waters and waters of the
United States.

Western will consider all written
comments postmarked or received
during the public comment period in
preparing the Final EIS. Decisions by
each of the involved Federal agencies
will be made after considering
comments on the Draft and Final EIS.
The decisions to be made by Western,
RUS, and USACE regarding the
proposed Big Stone II Power Plant and
Transmission project will be issued
following the Final EIS in the form of

separate records of decision for each
agency.

Dated: May 9, 2006.
Michael S. Hacskaylo,
Administrator.
[FR Doc. 06—4752 Filed 5—22—06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01-M

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[EPA-HQ-OW-2006-0369; FRL-8173-2]

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Collection;
Comment Request; National Estuary
Program; EPA ICR No. 1500.06; OMB
Control No. 2040-0138

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), this document
announces that EPA is planning to
submit a request to renew an existing
approved Information Collection
Request (ICR) to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB). This
ICR is scheduled to expire on November
30, 2006. Before submitting the ICR to
OMB for review and approval, EPA is
soliciting comments on specific aspects
of the proposed information collection
as described below.

DATES: Comments must be submitted on
or before July 24, 2006.

ADDRESSES: Submit your comments,
identified by Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-
OW-2006-0369 by one of the following
methods:

e http://www.regulations.gov: Follow
the on-line instructions for submitting
comments.

e E-mail: OW-Docket@epa.gov.

e Mail: U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, EPA Docket Center
(EPA/DC), Water Docket—Mail Code
4101T, 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20460.

e Hand delivery: Office of Water
Docket, Environmental Protection
Agency, Public Reading Room, Room
B102, 1301 Constitution Ave. NW.,
Washington, DC 20004. Such deliveries
are only accepted during the Docket’s
normal hours of operation, and special
arrangements should be made for
deliveries of boxed information.

Instructions: Direct your comments to
Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-OW-2006—
0369. EPA’s policy is that all comments
received will be included in the public
docket without change and may be
made available online at http://
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www.regulations.gov, including any
personal information provided, unless
the comment includes information
claimed to be Confidential Business
Information (CBI) or other information
whose disclosure is restricted by statute.
Do not submit information that you
consider to be CBI or otherwise
protected through http://
www.regulations.gov or e-mail. The
http://www.regulations.gov Web site is
an “anonymous access’’ system, which
means that EPA will not know your
identity or contact information unless
you provide it in the body of your
comment. If you send an e-mail
comment directly to EPA without going
through http://www.regulations.gov
your e-mail address will be
automatically captured and included as
part of the comment that is placed in the
public docket and made available on the
Internet. If you submit an electronic
comment, EPA recommends that you
include your name and other contact
information in the body of your
comment and with any disk or CD-ROM
you submit. If EPA cannot read your
comment due to technical difficulties
and cannot contact you for clarification,
EPA may not be able to consider your
comment. Electronic files should avoid
the use of special characters, any form
of encryption, and be free of any defects
or viruses. For additional information
about EPA’s public docket visit the EPA
Docket Center homepage at http://
www.epa.gov/epahome/dockets.htm.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John
McShane, Oceans and Coastal
Protection Division, Office of Wetlands,
Oceans, and Watersheds, Mail Code
4504T, Environmental Protection
Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW.,
Washington, DC 20460; telephone
number: (202) 566—1381; fax number
(202) 566—1336; e-mail address:
mcshane.john@epa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

How Can I Access the Docket and/or
Submit Comments?

EPA has established a public docket
for this ICR under Docket ID No. EPA-
HQ-OW-2006-0369, which is available
for online viewing at http://
www.regulations.gov, or in person
viewing at the Water Docket in the EPA
Docket Center (EPA/DC), EPA West,
Room B102, 1301 Constitution Ave.,
NW., Washington, DC. The EPA/DC
Public Reading Room is open from 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday, excluding legal holidays. The
telephone number for the Reading Room
is (202) 566—1744 and the telephone
number for the Water Docket is (202)
566—2426.

Use http://www.regulations.gov to
obtain a copy of the draft collection of
information, submit or view public
comments, access the index listing of
the contents of the docket, and to access
those documents in the public docket
that are available electronically. Once in
the system, select ““search,” then key in
the docket ID number identified in this
document.

What Information Is EPA Particularly
Interested in?

Pursuant to section 3506(c)(2)(A) of
the PRA, EPA specifically solicits
comments and information to enable it
to:

(i) Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the Agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

(ii) Evaluate the accuracy of the
Agency'’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

(iii) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

(iv) Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology, e.g., permitting
electronic submission of responses. In
particular, EPA is requesting comments
from very small businesses (those that
employ less than 25 people) on
examples of specific additional efforts
that EPA could make to reduce the
paperwork burden for very small
businesses affected by this collection.

What Should I Consider When I
Prepare My Comments for EPA?

You may find the following
suggestions helpful for preparing your
comments:

1. Explain your views as clearly as
possible and provide specific examples.

2. Describe any assumptions that you
used.

3. Provide copies of any technical
information and/or data you used to
support your views.

4. If you estimate potential burden or
costs, explain how you arrived at the
estimate that you provide.

5. Offer alternative ways to improve
the collection activity.

6. Make sure to submit your
comments by the deadline identified
under DATES.

7. To ensure proper receipt by EPA,
be sure to identify the docket ID number

assigned to this action in the subject
line on the first page of your response.
You may also provide the name, date,
and Federal Register citation.

What Information Collection Activity or
ICR Does This Apply to?

Affected entities: Entities potentially
affected by this action are those state or
local agencies or nongovernmental
organizations in the National Estuary
Program (NEP) who receive grants under
section 320 of the Clean Water Act.

Title: National Estuary Program.

ICR Numbers: EPA ICR No. 1500.06,
OMB Control No. 2040-0138.

ICR Status: This ICR is currently
scheduled to expire on November 30,
2006. An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid OMB
control number. The OMB control
numbers for EPA’s regulations in title 40
of the CFR, after appearing in the
Federal Register when approved, are
listed in 40 CFR part 9, are displayed
either by publication in the Federal
Register or by other appropriate means,
such as on the related collection
instrument or form, if applicable. The
display of OMB control numbers in
certain EPA regulations is consolidated
in 40 CFR part 9.

Abstract
Annual Workplans

The NEP involves collecting
information from the state or local
agency or nongovernmental
organizations that receive funds under
section 320 of the Clean Water Act. The
regulation requiring this information is
found at 40 CFR part 35. Prospective
grant recipients seek funding to develop
or oversee and coordinate
implementation of Comprehensive
Conservation Management Plans
(CCMPs) for estuaries of national
significance. In order to receive funds,
grantees must submit an annual
workplan to EPA. The workplan
consists of two parts: (a) Progress on
projects funded previously; and (b) new
projects proposed with dollar amounts
and completion dates. The workplan is
reviewed by EPA and also serves as the
scope of work for the grant agreement.
EPA also uses these workplans to track
performance of each of the 28 estuary
programs currently in the NEP.

Implementation Reviews

EPA provides funding to NEPs to
support long-term implementation of
CCMPs if such programs pass an
implementation review process.
Implementation reviews are used to
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determine progress each NEP is making
in implementing its CCMP and
achieving environmental results. In
addition to evaluating progress, the
results are used to identify areas of
weakness each NEP should address for
long-term success in protecting and
restoring their estuaries. EPA will also
compile successful tools and
approaches as well as lessons learned
from all implementation reviews to
transfer to the NEPs and other
watershed programs. For this ICR cycle,
implementation reviews will be
required for seven programs in FY2006,
12 programs in FY2007, and nine
programs in 2008.

Government Performance Results Act

EPA requests that each of the 28 NEPs
receiving section 320 funds report
information that can be used in the
GPRA reporting process. This reporting
is done on an annual basis and is used
to show environmental results that are
being achieved within the overall NEP
Program. This information is ultimately
submitted to Congress along with GPRA
information from other EPA programs.

Burden Statement: The annual public
reporting and recordkeeping burden for
this collection of information is
estimated to average 218 hours per
response. Burden means the total time,
effort, or financial resources expended
by persons to generate, maintain, retain,
or disclose or provide information to or
for a Federal agency. This includes the
time needed to review instructions;
develop, acquire, install, and utilize
technology and systems for the purposes
of collecting, validating, and verifying
information, processing and
maintaining information, and disclosing
and providing information; adjust the
existing ways to comply with any
previously applicable instructions and
requirements which have subsequently
changed; train personnel to be able to
respond to a collection of information;
search data sources; complete and
review the collection of information;
and transmit or otherwise disclose the
information.

The ICR provides a detailed
explanation of the Agency’s estimate,
which is only briefly summarized here:

Estimated total number of potential
respondents: 28.

Frequency of response: Annual.

Estimated total average number of
responses for each respondent: 2.

Estimated total annual burden hours:
6,113.

Estimated total annual costs:
$409,349.

Are There Changes in the Estimates
From the Last Approval?

There are no changes in burden from
the last approval.

What is the Next Step in the Process for
This ICR?

EPA will consider the comments
received and amend the ICR as
appropriate. The final ICR package will
then be submitted to OMB for review
and approval pursuant to 5 CFR
1320.12. At that time, EPA will issue
another Federal Register Notice
pursuant to 5 CFR 1320.5(a)(1)(iv) to
announce the submission of the ICR to
OMB and the opportunity to submit
additional comments to OMB. If you
have any questions about this ICR or the
approval process, please contact the
technical person listed under FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.

Dated: May 17, 2006.
Diane C. Regas,

Director, Office of Wetlands, Oceans and
Watersheds.

[FR Doc. E6-7829 Filed 5-22-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6560-50-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[AMS—-FRL-8173-3]

California State Nonroad Engine and
Vehicle Pollution Control Standards;
Authorization of Large Off-Road Spark-
Ignition Engine Standards, Notice of
Decision

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).

ACTION: Notice of decision for
authorization of Large Off-Road Spark-
Ignition Engine Standards.

SUMMARY: EPA today, pursuant to
section 209(e) of the Clean Air Act (Act),
42 U.S.C. 7543(b), is authorizing
California to enforce its regulations
setting emission standards and other
requirements for large off-road spark-
ignition engines.

ADDRESSES: The Agency’s Decision
Document, containing an explanation of
the Assistant Administrator’s decision,
as well as all documents relied upon in
making that decision, including those
submitted to EPA by CARB, are
available for public inspection in EPA
Air Docket OATR-2004—-0404 at the
following address: EPA Docket Center
(EPA/DC), Public Reading Room, Room
B102, EPA West Building, 1301
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington,
DC. The EPA Docket Center Public
Reading Room is open from 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday,

except on government holidays. The Air
Docket telephone number is (202) 566—
1744, and the facsimile number is (202)
566—1741. You may be charged a
reasonable fee for photocopying docket
materials, as provided in 40 CFR part 2.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert M. Doyle, Attorney-Advisor,
Office of Transportation and Air
Quality, (6403]), U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, 1200 Pennsylvania
Avenue, NW., Washington, D.C. 20460
(U.S. mail), 501 3rd Street NW.,
Washington, DC 20005 (courier mail).
Telephone: (202) 343—-9258, Fax: (202)
343-2804, E-Mail: doyle.robert@epe.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Obtaining Electronic Copies of
Documents

EPA makes available an electronic
copy of this Notice on the Office of
Transportation and Air Quality (OTAQ)
homepage (http://www.epa.gov/OTAQ).
Users can find this document by
accessing the OTAQ homepage and
looking at the path entitled “Federal
Register Notices.” (This service is free of
charge, except any cost you already
incur for Internet connectivity. Users
can also get the official Federal Register
version of the Notice on the day of
publication on the primary Web site:
(http://www.epa.gov/docs/fedrgstr/EPA-
AIR/) Please note that due to differences
between the software used to develop
the documents and the software into
which the documents may be
downloaded, changes in format, page
length, etc., may occur.

Additionally, an electronic version of
the public docket is available through
the Federal government’s electronic
public docket and comment system.
You may access EPA dockets at http://
www.regulations.gov. After opening the
http://www.regulations.gov Web site,
select “Environmental Protection
Agency” from the pull-down Agency
list, then scroll to Docket ID EPA-HQ—
OAR-2004-0404 to view documents in
the record of the large offroad spark
ignition engine authorization request.
Although a part of the official docket,
the public docket does not include
Confidential Business Information (CBI)
or other information whose disclosure is
restricted by statute.

II. Background
(A) Nonroad Authorizations

Section 209(e)(1) of the Act addresses
the permanent preemption of any State,
or political subdivision thereof, from
adopting or attempting to enforce any
standard or other requirement relating
to the control of emissions for certain
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