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security for the Government’s loans and
service data which enables RUS to
ensure the provision of quality
telecommunications and broadband
service as mandated by the RE Act of
1936. Form 674, ‘‘Certificate of
Authority to Submit or Grant Access to
Data’’ will allow telecommunication
and broadband borrowers to file
electronic Operating Reports with the
agency using the new USDA Data
Collection System. Accompanied by a
Board Resolution, it will identify the
name and USDA eAuthentication ID for
a certifier and security administrator
that will have access to the system for
purposes of filing electronic Operating
Reports.
Description of Respondents: Business
or other for-profit; Not-for-profit
institutions.
Number of Respondents: 1,290.
Frequency of Responses: Reporting:
On occasion; quarterly; annually.
Total Burden Hours: 3,643.
Charlene Parker,
Departmental Information Collection
Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. E6–6088 Filed 4–21–06; 8:45 am]
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April 19, 2006.

The Department of Agriculture has
submitted the following information
collection requirement(s) to OMB for
review and clearance under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104–13. Comments
regarding (a) Whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of burden including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility and
clarity of the information to be
collected; (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond, including
through the use of appropriate
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology should be addressed to: Desk
Officer for Agriculture, Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB), OIRA_submission@omb.eop.gov
or fax (202) 395–5806 and to
Departmental Clearance Office, USDA,
OCIO, Mail Stop 7602, Washington, DC
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20250–7602. Comments regarding these
information collections are best assured
of having their full effect if received
within 30 days of this notification.
Copies of the submission(s) may be
obtained by calling (202) 720–8681.
An agency may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB control
number and the agency informs
potential persons who are to respond to
the collection of information that such
persons are not required to respond to
the collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.
Grain Inspection, Packers and
Stockyard Administration
Title: Survey of Customers of the
Official Grain Inspection and Weighing
System.
OMB Control Number: 0580–0018.
Summary of Collection: The United
States Grain Standards Act, as amended
(7 U.S.C. 71–87) (USGSA), and the
Agricultural Marketing Act of 1946, as
amended (7 U.S.C. 1621–1627) (AMA),
authorizes the Secretary of the United
States Department of Agriculture to
establish official inspection, grading,
and weighing programs for grains and
other agricultural commodities. Under
the USGSA and AMA, Grain Inspection,
Packers and Stockyard Administration
(GIPSA’s) Federal Grain Inspection
Service (FGIS) offers inspecting,
weighing, grading, quality assurance,
and certification services for a user-fee
to facilitate the efficient marketing of
grain, oilseeds, rice, lentils, dry peas,
edible beans, and related agricultural
commodities in the global marketplace.
The goal of FGIS and the official
inspection, grading, and weighing
system is to provide timely, highquality, accurate, consistent, and
professional service that facilitates the
orderly marketing of grain and related
commodities. FGIS will collect
information using a survey.
Need and Use of the Information:
FGIS will collect information to
determine where and to what extent
services are satisfactory, and where and
to what extent they can be improved.
The information will be shared with
other managers and program leaders
who will be responsible for making any
necessary improvements at the office/
agency, program, and project level.
Description of Respondents: Business
or other for-profit; State, local or tribal
government.
Number of Respondents: 1,840.
Frequency of Responses: Reporting:
Annually.
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Total Burden Hours: 307.
Charlene Parker,
Departmental Information Collection
Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. E6–6089 Filed 4–21–06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–KD–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Agricultural Marketing Service
[Doc. No. TM–06–05]

Nominations for Members of the
National Organic Standards Board
Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.
ACTION: Notice.
AGENCY:

SUMMARY: The Organic Foods
Production Act (OFPA) of 1990, as
amended, requires the establishment of
a National Organic Standards Board
(NOSB). The NOSB is a 15-member
board that is responsible for developing
and recommending to the Secretary a
proposed National List of Approved and
Prohibited Substances. The NOSB also
advises the Secretary on other aspects of
the National Organic Program. The U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) is
requesting nominations to fill four (4)
upcoming vacancies on the NOSB. The
positions to be filled are: Organic
handler (1 position), scientist (1
position), consumer public interest (1
position), and an environmentalist (1
position). The Secretary of Agriculture
will appoint a person to each position
to serve a 5-year term of office that will
commence on January 24, 2007, and run
until January 24, 2012. USDA
encourages eligible minorities, women,
and persons with disabilities to apply
for membership on the NOSB.
DATES: Written nominations, with cover
letters and resumes, must be postmarked on or before July 14, 2006.
ADDRESSES: Nominations should be sent
to Ms. Katherine E. Benham, Advisory
Board Specialist, USDA–AMS–TMP–
NOP, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW.,
Room 4008–So., Ag Stop 0268,
Washington, DC 20250.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Katherine E. Benham, (202) 205–7806;
E-mail: katherine.benham@usda.gov;
Fax: (202) 205–7808.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The OFPA
of 1990, as amended (7 U.S.C. 6501 et
seq.), requires the Secretary to establish
an organic certification program for
producers and handlers of agricultural
products that have been produced using
organic methods. In developing this
program, the Secretary is required to
establish an NOSB. The purpose of the
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NOSB is to assist in the development of
a proposed National List of Approved
and Prohibited Substances and to advise
the Secretary on other aspects of the
National Organic Program.
The NOSB made recommendations to
the Secretary regarding the
establishment of the initial organic
program. It is anticipated that the NOSB
will continue to make recommendations
on various matters, including
recommendations on substances it
believes should be allowed or
prohibited for use in organic production
and handling.
The NOSB is composed of 15
members; 4 organic producers, 2 organic
handlers, a retailer, 3 environmentalists,
3 public/consumer representatives, a
scientist, and a certifying agent.
Nominations are being sought to fill the
following four (4) upcoming NOSB
vacancies: Organic handler (1 position),
scientist (1 position), consumer public
interest (1 position), and an
environmentalist (1 position).
Individuals desiring to be appointed to
the NOSB at this time must be either an
owner or operator of a certified organic
handling operation; an individual with
expertise in areas of environmental
protection and resource conservation;
an individual with expertise in the
fields of toxicology, ecology, or
biochemistry; or an individual who
represents public interest or consumer
interest groups. Selection criteria will
include such factors as: Demonstrated
experience and interest in organic
production, organic certification,
support of consumer and public interest
organizations; demonstrated experience
with respect to agricultural products
produced and handled on certified
organic farms; and such other factors as
may be appropriate for specific
positions.
Nominees will be supplied with a
biographical information form that must
be completed and returned to USDA
within 10 working days of its receipt.
Completed biographical information
forms are required for a nominee to
receive consideration for appointment
by the Secretary.
Equal opportunity practices will be
followed in all appointments to the
NOSB in accordance with USDA
policies. To ensure that the members of
the NOSB take into account the needs
of the diverse groups that are served by
the Department, membership on the
NOSB will include, to the extent
practicable, individuals who
demonstrate the ability to represent
minorities, women, and persons with
disabilities.
The information collection
requirements concerning the
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nomination process have been
previously cleared by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) under
OMB Control No. 0505–0001.
Dated: April 18, 2006.
Lloyd C. Day,
Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service.
[FR Doc. E6–6075 Filed 4–21–06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–02–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Agricultural Marketing Service
[Docket No. FV–06–377]

Fruit and Vegetable Industry Advisory
Committee
Agricultural Marketing Service,
USDA.
ACTION: Notice of public meeting.
AGENCY:

SUMMARY: The purpose of this notice is
to notify all interested parties that the
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS)
will hold a Fruit and Vegetable Industry
Advisory Committee (Committee)
meeting that is open to the public. The
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
established the Committee to examine
the full spectrum of issues faced by the
fruit and vegetable industry and to
provide suggestions and ideas to the
Secretary of Agriculture on how USDA
can tailor its programs to meet the fruit
and vegetable industry’s needs. This
notice sets forth the schedule and
location for the meeting.
DATES: Tuesday, June 27, 2006, from 8
a.m. to 5 p.m., and Wednesday, June 28,
2006, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The Committee meeting
will be held at the Holiday Inn Capitol,
550 C Street, SW., Washington, DC.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Andrew Hatch, Designated Federal
Official, USDA, AMS, Fruit and
Vegetable Programs. Telephone: (202)
690–0182. Facsimile: (202) 720–0016. email: andrew.hatch@usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant
to the Federal Advisory Committee Act
(FACA) (5 U.S.C. App. II), the Secretary
of Agriculture established the
Committee in August 2001 to examine
the full spectrum of issues faced by the
fruit and vegetable industry and to
provide suggestions and ideas to the
Secretary on how USDA can tailor its
programs to meet the fruit and vegetable
industry’s needs. The Committee was
rechartered in July 2003 and again in
June 2005 with new members appointed
by USDA from industry nominations.
AMS Deputy Administrator for Fruit
and Vegetable Programs, Robert C.
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Keeney, serves as the Committee’s
Executive Secretary. Representatives
from USDA mission areas and other
government agencies affecting the fruit
and vegetable industry will be called
upon to participate in the Committee’s
meetings to the public so that they may
attend and present their
recommendations. Reference the date
and address section of this
announcement for the time and place of
the meeting.
Topics of discussion at the advisory
committee meeting will include: the
Speciality Crop Block Grant Program;
sustainable agriculture; U.S. produce
industry labor and immigration issues;
the Women, Infants and Children (WIC)
program; the 2007 Farm Bill; state and
federal minimum quality requirements
and grade standards; and overviews of
the Perishable Agricultural
Commodities Act (PACA) program and
government support of Produce for
Better Health Foundation initiatives.
Those parties that would like to speak
at the meeting should register on or
before June 16, 2006. To register as a
speaker, please e-mail your name,
affiliation, business address, e-mail
address, and phone number to Mr.
Andrew Hatch at:
andrew.hatch@usda.gov or facsimile to
(202) 720–0016. Speakers who have
registered in advance will be given
priority. Groups and individuals may
submit comments for the Committee’s
consideration to the same e-mail
address. The meeting will be recorded,
and information about obtaining a
transcript will be provided at the
meeting.
The Secretary of Agriculture selected
a diverse group of members representing
a broad spectrum of persons interested
in providing suggestions and ideas on
how USDA can tailor its programs to
meet the fruit and vegetable industry’s
needs. Equal opportunity practices were
considered in all appointments to the
Committee in accordance with USDA
policies.
If you require special
accommodations, such as a sign
language interpreter, please contact the
person listed under FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT.
Dated: April 18, 2006.
Lloyd Day,
Administrator, Agricultural Marketing
Service.
[FR Doc. 06–3846 Filed 4–21–06; 8:45 am]
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