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The Proposed Amendment 
Accordingly, under the authority 

delegated to me by the Administrator, 
the FAA proposes to amend 14 CFR part 
39 as follows: 

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES 

1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701. 

§ 39.13 [Amended] 
2. The FAA amends § 39.13 by 

removing Airworthiness Directive (AD) 
2002–21–08, Amendment 39–12914, 
and adding the following new AD: 
Pilatus Aircraft Ltd.: Docket No. FAA–2006– 

24090; Directorate Identifier 2006–CE– 
16–AD. 

Comments Due Date 
(a) We must receive comments on this 

airworthiness directive (AD) action by May 
24, 2006. 

Affected ADs 
(b) This AD supersedes AD 2002–21–08, 

Amendment 39–12914. 

Applicability 
(c) This AD affects the following Models 

PC–6, PC–6–H1, PC–6–H2, PC–6/350, PC–6/ 
350–H1, PC–6/350–H2, PC–6/A, PC–6/A–H1, 
PC–6/A–H2, PC–6/B–H2, PC–6/B1–H2, PC– 
6/B2–H2, PC–6/B2–H4, PC–6/C–H2, and PC– 
6/C1–H2 airplanes and serial numbers that 
are certificated in any category: 

(1) Group 1 (maintains the actions from AD 
2002–21–08): All manufacturer serial 
numbers (MSN) up to and including 939. 

(2) Group 2: MSN 2001 through 2092. 
Note: These airplanes are also identified as 

Fairchild Republic Company PC–6 airplanes, 

Fairchild Heli Porter PC–6 airplanes, or 
Fairchild-Hiller Corporation PC–6 airplanes. 

Unsafe Condition 

(d) This AD results from mandatory 
continuing airworthiness information (MCAI) 
issued by the airworthiness authority for 
Switzerland that requires the actions of AD 
2002–21–08 for the added MSN 2001 through 
2092 for all the models of the PC–6 airplanes 
listed in the type certificate data sheet of 
Type Certificate (TC) No. 7A15. We are 
issuing this AD to correct improper aileron 
assembly configuration, which could result 
in failure of the aileron mass balance weight. 
Such failure could lead to loss of control of 
the airplane. 

Compliance 

(e) To address this problem, you must do 
the following: 

Actions Compliance Procedures 

(1) Inspect the aileron assembly for proper con-
figuration.

(i) For Group 1 Airplanes: Within the next 30 
days after December 6, 2002 (the effective 
date of AD 2002–21–08), unless already 
done.

Follow Pilatus Service Bulletin No. 62B, dated 
May 1967, as specified in Pilatus PC–6 
Service Bulletin No. 57–001, dated Decem-
ber 20, 2001. 

(ii) For Group 2 Airplanes: Within the next 30 
days after the effective date of this AD, un-
less already done.

(2) If the aileron assembly configuration incor-
porates aileron part number (P/N) 
6106.10.xxx or P/N 6106.0010.xxx, modify 
the assembly following Pilatus Service Bul-
letin No. 62B, dated May 1967, and install a 
placard.

For All Airplanes: Before further flight after the 
inspection required in paragraph (e)(1) of 
this AD, unless already done.

Follow Pilatus Service Bulletin No. 62B, dated 
May 1967, as specified in Pilatus PC–6 
Service Bulletin No. 57–001, dated Decem-
ber 20, 2001. 

(3) If the aileron assembly configuration differs 
from that specified in Pilatus Service Bulletin 
No. 62B, dated May 1967, or if the part num-
bers are missing and cannot be verified: 

(i) Obtain a repair scheme from the manu-
facturer through the FAA at the address 
specified in paragraph (f) of this AD; and 

(ii) Incorporate this repair scheme. 

For All Airplanes: Before further flight after the 
inspection required in paragraph (e)(1) of 
this AD, unless already done.

Follow Pilatus PC–6 Service Bulletin No. 57– 
001, dated December 20, 2001. 

(4) Do not install any aileron assembly unless 
the inspection, modification, placard, and re-
pair requirements (as applicable) of para-
graphs (e)(1), (e)(2), (e)(3), (e)(3)(i), and 
(e)(3)(ii) of this AD are done.

(i) For Group 1 Airplanes: As of December 6, 
2002 (the effective date of AD 2002–21–08).

(ii) For Group 2 Airplanes: As of the effective 
date of this AD.

Follow Pilatus PC–6 Service Bulletin No. 57– 
001, dated December 20, 2001. 

Alternative Methods of Compliance 
(AMOCs) 

(f) The Manager, Standards Office, ATTN: 
Doug Rudolph, Aerospace Engineer, FAA, 
Small Airplane Directorate, 901 Locust, 
Room 301, Kansas City, Missouri 64106; 
telephone: (816) 329–4059; facsimile: (816) 
329–4090, has the authority to approve 
alternative methods of compliance (AMOCs) 
for this AD, if requested using the procedures 
found in 14 CFR 39.19. 

(g) AMOCs approved for AD 2002–21–08 
are approved for this AD. 

Related Information 

(h) Swiss Airworthiness Directive Number 
HB 2005–289, effective date August 23, 2005, 
also addresses the subject of this AD. To get 
copies of the documents referenced in this 
AD, contact Pilatus Aircraft Ltd., Customer 
Liaison Manager, CH–6371 Stans, 

Switzerland; telephone: +41 41 619 63 19; 
facsimile: +41 41 619 6224. To view the AD 
docket, go to the Docket Management 
Facility; U.S. Department of Transportation, 
400 Seventh Street, SW., Nassif Building, 
Room PL–401, Washington, DC, or on the 
Internet at http://dms.dot.gov. The docket 
number is Docket No. FAA–2006–24090; 
Directorate Identifier 2006–CE–16–AD. 

Issued in Kansas City, Missouri, on April 
17, 2006. 

John Colomy, 
Acting Manager, Small Airplane Directorate, 
Aircraft Certification Service. 
[FR Doc. E6–5980 Filed 4–20–06; 8:45 am] 
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VerDate Aug<31>2005 16:10 Apr 20, 2006 Jkt 208001 PO 00000 Frm 00026 Fmt 4702 Sfmt 4702 E:\FR\FM\21APP1.SGM 21APP1w
w

hi
te

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

61
 w

ith
 P

R
O

P
O

S
A

LS



20600 Federal Register / Vol. 71, No. 77 / Friday, April 21, 2006 / Proposed Rules 

SUMMARY: The FAA proposes to adopt a 
new airworthiness directive (AD) for 
certain Airbus Model A330–200 and 
–300, and A340–200 and –300 series 
airplanes. This proposed AD would 
require modifying certain rotary 
actuator assemblies for the leading edge 
slat. This proposed AD results from a 
leak found at the seal of the torque 
limiter output shaft of the Type A rotary 
actuator of leading edge slat No. 1. We 
are proposing this AD to prevent a 
decrease in the torque limiter function, 
which could result in degradation and 
damage to the attachment bolts of the 
leading edge slat, loss of the slat, and 
consequent reduced control of the 
airplane. 

DATES: We must receive comments on 
this proposed AD by May 22, 2006. 
ADDRESSES: Use one of the following 
addresses to submit comments on this 
proposed AD. 

• DOT Docket Web site: Go to http:// 
dms.dot.gov and follow the instructions 
for sending your comments 
electronically. 

• Government-wide rulemaking Web 
site: Go to http://www.regulations.gov 
and follow the instructions for sending 
your comments electronically. 

• Mail: Docket Management Facility, 
U.S. Department of Transportation, 400 
Seventh Street, SW., Nassif Building, 
room PL–401, Washington, DC 20590. 

• Fax: (202) 493–2251. 
• Hand Delivery: Room PL–401 on 

the plaza level of the Nassif Building, 
400 Seventh Street SW., Washington, 
DC, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday 
through Friday, except Federal holidays. 

Contact Airbus, 1 Rond Point Maurice 
Bellonte, 31707 Blagnac Cedex, France, 
for the service information identified in 
this proposed AD. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Tim 
Backman, Aerospace Engineer, 
International Branch, ANM–116, 
Transport Airplane Directorate, FAA, 
1601 Lind Avenue, SW., Renton, 
Washington 98055–4056; telephone 
(425) 227–2797; fax (425) 227–1149. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Comments Invited 
We invite you to submit any relevant 

written data, views, or arguments 
regarding this proposed AD. Send your 
comments to an address listed in the 
ADDRESSES section. Include the docket 
number ‘‘FAA–2006–24522; Directorate 
Identifier 2006–NM–002–AD’’ at the 
beginning of your comments. We 
specifically invite comments on the 
overall regulatory, economic, 
environmental, and energy aspects of 
the proposed AD. We will consider all 
comments received by the closing date 

and may amend the proposed AD in 
light of those comments. 

We will post all comments we 
receive, without change, to http:// 
dms.dot.gov, including any personal 
information you provide. We will also 
post a report summarizing each 
substantive verbal contact with FAA 
personnel concerning this proposed AD. 
Using the search function of that Web 
site, anyone can find and read the 
comments in any of our dockets, 
including the name of the individual 
who sent the comment (or signed the 
comment on behalf of an association, 
business, labor union, etc.). You may 
review the DOT’s complete Privacy Act 
Statement in the Federal Register 
published on April 11, 2000 (65 FR 
19477–78), or you may visit http:// 
dms.dot.gov. 

Examining the Docket 
You may examine the AD docket on 

the Internet at http://dms.dot.gov, or in 
person at the Docket Management 
Facility office between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m., Monday through Friday, except 
Federal holidays. The Docket 
Management Facility office (telephone 
(800) 647–5227) is located on the plaza 
level of the Nassif Building at the DOT 
street address stated in the ADDRESSES 
section. Comments will be available in 
the AD docket shortly after the Docket 
Management System receives them. 

Discussion 
The Direction Générale de l’Aviation 

Civile (DGAC), which is the 
airworthiness authority for France, 
notified us that an unsafe condition may 
exist on certain Airbus Model A330–200 
and –300, and A340–200 and –300 
series airplanes. The DGAC advises of a 
leak at the seal of the torque limiter 
output shaft of the Type A rotary 
actuator assembly of leading edge slat 
No. 1. The leak was found during a 
scheduled maintenance check. 
Investigation revealed that the parts of 
the torque limiter were contaminated 
with grease; the grease migrated from 
the power gear stage. The grease 
migration was possible only after re- 
greasing, as the quantity of grease used 
during production is insufficient to 
migrate to the torque limiter. This 
condition, if not corrected, could result 
in a decrease in the torque limiter 
function, which could result in 
degradation and damage to the 
attachment bolts of the leading edge 
slat, loss of the slat, and consequent 
reduced control of the airplane. 

Relevant Service Information 
Airbus has issued Service Bulletins 

A330–27–3100, Revision 01 (for Model 

A330–200 and –300 series airplanes), 
and A340–27–4106, Revision 01 (for 
Model A340–200 and –300 series 
airplanes), both dated May 23, 2005. 
The service bulletins describe 
procedures for modifying certain rotary 
actuator assemblies for the leading edge 
slat. 

Airbus has also issued Service 
Bulletins A330–27–3105, Revision 02 
(for Model A330–200 and –300 series 
airplanes), and A340–27–4110, Revision 
02 (for Model A340–200 and –300 series 
airplanes), both dated October 10, 2005. 
The service bulletins describe an 
alternate procedure for modifying any 
rotary actuator assembly for the leading 
edge slat having part number 
954B0000–01. 

Accomplishing the actions specified 
in Airbus Service Bulletins A330–27– 
3100, A330–27–3105, A340–27–4106, 
and A340–27–4110, as applicable, is 
intended to adequately address the 
unsafe condition. 

Airbus Service Bulletins A330–27– 
3100, A330–27–3105, A340–27–4106, 
and A340–27–4110 refer to Goodrich 
Actuation Systems Service Bulletins 
954–27–M954–06, Revision 2, dated 
May 20, 2004, and 954–27–M954–07, 
Revision 2, dated August 9, 2004, as 
additional sources of service 
information for modifying the rotary 
actuator assembly for the leading edge 
slat. 

The DGAC mandated the Airbus 
Service information, and issued French 
airworthiness directives F–2005–067 
and F–2005–068, both dated April 27, 
2005, to ensure the continued 
airworthiness of these airplanes in 
France. 

FAA’s Determination and Requirements 
of the Proposed AD 

These airplane models are 
manufactured in France and are type 
certificated for operation in the United 
States under the provisions of § 21.29 of 
the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 
CFR 21.29) and the applicable bilateral 
airworthiness agreement. Pursuant to 
this bilateral airworthiness agreement, 
the DGAC has kept the FAA informed 
of the situation described above. We 
have examined the DGAC’s findings, 
evaluated all pertinent information, and 
determined that we need to issue an AD 
for airplanes of this type design that are 
certificated for operation in the United 
States. 

Therefore, we are proposing this AD, 
which would require accomplishing the 
actions specified in Airbus Service 
Bulletins A330–27–3100, A330–27– 
3105, A340–27–4106, and A340–27– 
4110, described previously, except as 
discussed under Differences Among the 
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Proposed AD, French Airworthiness 
Directives, and Airbus Service Bulletins 
A330–27–3100 and A340–27–4106. 

Differences Among the Proposed AD, 
French Airworthiness Directives, and 
Airbus Service Bulletins A330–27–3100 
and A340–27–4106 

Related French airworthiness 
directives 2003–121 and 2003–122 
(superseded by the French 
airworthiness directives referenced in 
this proposed AD), require an 
inspection of the torque limiter for 
grease contamination if maintenance 
review board (MRB) Task 27.80.00–07 
(lubrication of slats rotary actuators to 
be done every 5 years) has been done 
after delivery, and suspending the MRB 
task from the operator maintenance 
program for airplanes having rotary 
actuators with affected part numbers (P/ 
Ns). Those P/Ns are identified in 
paragraph 3.3 of French airworthiness 
directives F–2005–067 and F–2005–068. 
The FAA coordinated with U.S. 
Airways (the only affected U.S. operator 
of airplanes without Airbus 
Modification 50138 installed in 
production), and confirmed that the 
MRB task had not been done, and that 
the task was removed from the U.S. 
Airways maintenance program for those 
P/Ns. Therefore, the FAA did not take 
AD action corresponding to French 
airworthiness directives 2003–121 and 
2003–122, which was coordinated with 
Airbus and the DGAC. 

Subsequently, French airworthiness 
directives F–2005–067 and F–2005–068 
were issued to continue the 
requirements in French airworthiness 
directives 2003–121 and 2003–122, and 
include new requirements to modify the 
slat rotary actuator assembly to remove 
the source of the problem, rather than 
by repetitive inspections. The number of 
affected U.S.-registered airplanes has 
not changed, and the proposed AD 
specifies accomplishing the 
modification, as required by paragraph 
3.3 of the referenced French 
airworthiness directives. 

Airbus Service Bulletin A330–27– 
3100 recommends concurrently 
accomplishing Airbus Service Bulletin 
A330–27–3104, and Airbus Service 
Bulletin A340–27–4106 recommends 
concurrently accomplishing Airbus 
Service Bulletin A340–27–4109. Those 
are inspection service bulletins required 
by paragraph 3.1 of the referenced 
French airworthiness directives, and for 
the reasons stated above, the inspections 
in those service bulletins are not 
required by this proposed AD. 

Costs of Compliance 

This proposed AD would affect about 
9 airplanes of U.S. registry. The 
proposed modification (including 
operational test) would take about 4 
work hours per airplane, at an average 
labor rate of $80 per work hour. 
Required parts would be free of charge. 
Based on these figures, the estimated 
cost of the proposed AD for U.S. 
operators is $2,880, or $320 per 
airplane. 

Authority for This Rulemaking 

Title 49 of the United States Code 
specifies the FAA’s authority to issue 
rules on aviation safety. Subtitle I, 
Section 106, describes the authority of 
the FAA Administrator. Subtitle VII, 
Aviation Programs, describes in more 
detail the scope of the Agency’s 
authority. 

We are issuing this rulemaking under 
the authority described in Subtitle VII, 
Part A, Subpart III, Section 44701, 
‘‘General requirements.’’ Under that 
section, Congress charges the FAA with 
promoting safe flight of civil aircraft in 
air commerce by prescribing regulations 
for practices, methods, and procedures 
the Administrator finds necessary for 
safety in air commerce. This regulation 
is within the scope of that authority 
because it addresses an unsafe condition 
that is likely to exist or develop on 
products identified in this rulemaking 
action. 

Regulatory Findings 

We have determined that this 
proposed AD would not have federalism 
implications under Executive Order 
13132. This proposed AD would not 
have a substantial direct effect on the 
States, on the relationship between the 
national Government and the States, or 
on the distribution of power and 
responsibilities among the various 
levels of government. 

For the reasons discussed above, I 
certify that the proposed regulation: 

1. Is not a ‘‘significant regulatory 
action’’ under Executive Order 12866; 

2. Is not a ‘‘significant rule’’ under the 
DOT Regulatory Policies and Procedures 
(44 FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and 

3. Will not have a significant 
economic impact, positive or negative, 
on a substantial number of small entities 
under the criteria of the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act. 

We prepared a regulatory evaluation 
of the estimated costs to comply with 
this proposed AD and placed it in the 
AD docket. See the ADDRESSES section 
for a location to examine the regulatory 
evaluation. 

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39 

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation 
safety, Safety. 

The Proposed Amendment 

Accordingly, under the authority 
delegated to me by the Administrator, 
the FAA proposes to amend 14 CFR part 
39 as follows: 

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS 
DIRECTIVES 

1. The authority citation for part 39 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701. 

§ 39.13 [Amended] 
2. The Federal Aviation 

Administration (FAA) amends § 39.13 
by adding the following new 
airworthiness directive (AD): 
Airbus: Docket No. FAA–2006–24522; 

Directorate Identifier 2006–NM–002–AD. 

Comments Due Date 

(a) The FAA must receive comments on 
this AD action by May 22, 2006. 

Affected ADs 

(b) None. 

Applicability 

(c) This AD applies to Airbus Model A330– 
201, 202, –203, –223, and –243; A330–301, 
–321, –322, –323, –341, –342, and –343; 
A340–211, –212, and –213; and A340–311, 
–312, and –313 airplanes, certificated in any 
category; except airplanes on which Airbus 
Modification 50138 was done during 
production. 

Unsafe Condition 

(d) This AD results from a leak found at the 
seal of the torque limiter output shaft of the 
Type A rotary actuator of leading edge slat 
No. 1. We are issuing this AD to prevent a 
decrease in the torque limiter function, 
which could result in degradation and 
damage to the attachment bolts of the leading 
edge slat, loss of the slat, and consequent 
reduced control of the airplane. 

Compliance 

(e) You are responsible for having the 
actions required by this AD performed within 
the compliance times specified, unless the 
actions have already been done. 

Modification 

(f) Within 38 months after the effective 
date of this AD: Modify any Type A rotary 
actuator assembly for the leading edge slat 
having part number (P/N) 954A0000–01 or 
–02, or P/N 954B0000–01, as applicable, by 
doing all the applicable actions in 
accordance with the Accomplishment 
Instructions of Airbus Service Bulletin A330– 
27–3100, Revision 01, dated May 23, 2005; or 
A340–27–4106, Revision 01, dated May 23, 
2005; as applicable. 

(g) Modification of any Type A rotary 
actuator assembly for the leading edge slat 
having P/N 954B0000–01, in accordance with 
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Airbus Service Bulletin A330–27–3105 or 
A340–27–4110, both Revision 02, both dated 
October 10, 2005; as applicable; is acceptable 
for compliance with the corresponding 
modification specified in paragraph (f) of this 
AD. 

Note 1: Airbus Service Bulletins A330–27– 
3100 and A340–27–4106 refer to Goodrich 
Actuation Systems Service Bulletin 954–27– 
M954–07, Revision 2, dated August 9, 2004; 
and Airbus Service Bulletins A330–27–3105 
and A340–27–4110 refer to Goodrich 
Actuation Systems Service Bulletin 954–27– 
M954–06, Revision 2, dated May 20, 2004; as 
additional sources of service information for 
modifying the rotary actuator assembly for 
the leading edge slat. 

Parts Installation 

(h) As of the effective date of this AD, no 
Type A rotary actuator assembly for the 
leading edge slat having part number 
954A0000–01, –02, or 954B0000–01 may be 
installed unless the part has been modified 
in accordance with the actions required by 
paragraph (f) or (g) of this AD, as applicable. 

Actions Accomplished Previously 

(i) Modifications done before the effective 
date of this AD in accordance with Airbus 
Service Bulletins A330–27–3100, dated 
October 30, 2002; A330–27–3105, dated 
October 30, 2002, or Revision 01, dated 
March 27, 2003; A340–27–4106, dated 
October 30, 2002; or A340–27–4110, dated 
October 30, 2002, or Revision 01, dated 
March 27, 2003; as applicable; are acceptable 
for compliance with the corresponding 
requirements of paragraphs (f) and (g) of this 
AD, as applicable. 

Alternative Methods of Compliance 
(AMOCs) 

(j)(1) The Manager, International Branch, 
ANM–116, Transport Airplane Directorate, 
FAA, has the authority to approve AMOCs 
for this AD, if requested in accordance with 
the procedures found in 14 CFR 39.19. 

(2) Before using any AMOC approved in 
accordance with § 39.19 on any airplane to 
which the AMOC applies, notify the 
appropriate principal inspector in the FAA 
Flight Standards Certificate Holding District 
Office. 

Related Information 

(k) French airworthiness directives F– 
2005–067 and F–2005–068, both dated April 
27, 2005, also address the subject of this AD. 

Issued in Renton, Washington, on April 13, 
2006. 

Ali Bahrami, 
Manager, Transport Airplane Directorate, 
Aircraft Certification Service. 
[FR Doc. E6–5986 Filed 4–20–06; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–13–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement 

30 CFR Part 943 

[Docket No. TX–054–FOR] 

Texas Regulatory Program 

AGENCY: Office of Surface Mining 
Reclamation and Enforcement, Interior. 
ACTION: Proposed rule; reopening of 
public comment period on proposed 
amendment. 

SUMMARY: We, the Office of Surface 
Mining Reclamation and Enforcement 
(OSM), are announcing receipt of 
revisions to a previously proposed 
amendment to the Texas regulatory 
program (Texas program) under the 
Surface Mining Control and 
Reclamation Act of 1977 (SMCRA or the 
Act). The revisions concern technical 
standards and normal husbandry 
practices regarding habitat for bobwhite 
quail and other grassland bird species. 
Texas intends to revise its program to 
encourage reclamation practices that are 
suitable for grassland bird species. 

This document gives the times and 
locations that the Texas program and 
proposed amendment to that program 
are available for your inspection and the 
comment period during which you may 
submit written comments on the 
revisions to the amendment. 
DATES: We will accept written 
comments until 4 p.m., c.t., May 8, 
2006. 

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments, 
identified by Docket No. TX–054–FOR, 
by any of the following methods: 

• E-mail: mwolfrom@osmre.gov. 
Include ‘‘Docket No. TX–054–FOR’’ in 
the subject line of the message. 

• Mail/Hand Delivery: Michael C. 
Wolfrom, Director, Tulsa Field Office, 
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement, 5100 East Skelly 
Drive, Suite 470, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
74135–6547. 

• Fax: (918) 581–6419. 
• Federal eRulemaking Portal: http:// 

www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments. 

Instructions: All submissions received 
must include the agency name and 
docket number for this rulemaking. For 
detailed instructions on submitting 
comments and additional information 
on the rulemaking process, see the 
‘‘Public Comment Procedures’’ heading 
of the SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION 
section of this document. 

Docket: For access to the docket to 
review copies of the Texas program, this 

amendment, a listing of any scheduled 
public hearings, and all written 
comments received in response to this 
document, you must go to the address 
listed below during normal business 
hours, Monday through Friday, 
excluding holidays. You may receive 
one free copy of the amendment by 
contacting OSM’s Tulsa Field Office. 

Michael C. Wolfrom, Director, Tulsa 
Field Office, Office of Surface Mining 
Reclamation and Enforcement, 5100 
East Skelly Drive, Suite 470, Tulsa, 
Oklahoma 74135–6547. Telephone: 
(918) 581–6430. E-mail: 
mwolfrom@osmre.gov. 

In addition, you may review a copy of 
the amendment during regular business 
hours at the following location: Surface 
Mining and Reclamation Division, 
Railroad Commission of Texas, 1701 
North Congress Avenue, Austin, Texas 
78711–2967. Telephone: (512) 463– 
6900. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Michael C. Wolfrom, Director, Tulsa 
Field Office. Telephone: (918) 581– 
6430. E-mail: mwolfrom@osmre.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:  
I. Background on the Texas Program 
II. Description of the Proposed Amendment 
III. Public Comment Procedures 
IV. Procedural Determinations 

I. Background on the Texas Program 

Section 503(a) of the Act permits a 
State to assume primacy for the 
regulation of surface coal mining and 
reclamation operations on non-Federal 
and non-Indian lands within its borders 
by demonstrating that its program 
includes, among other things, ‘‘a State 
law which provides for the regulation of 
surface coal mining and reclamation 
operations in accordance with the 
requirements of this Act * * *; and 
rules and regulations consistent with 
regulations issued by the Secretary 
pursuant to this Act.’’ See 30 U.S.C. 
1253(a)(1) and (7). On the basis of these 
criteria, the Secretary of the Interior 
conditionally approved the Texas 
program effective February 16, 1980. 
You can find background information 
on the Texas program, including the 
Secretary’s findings, the disposition of 
comments, and the conditions of 
approval of the Texas program in the 
February 27, 1980, Federal Register (45 
FR 12998). You can also find later 
actions concerning the Texas program 
and program amendments at 30 CFR 
943.10, 943.15 and 943.16. 

II. Description of the Proposed 
Amendment 

By letter dated July 26, 2005 
(Administrative Record No. TX–659), 
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