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Electronic Comments

e Use the Commission’s Internet
comment form (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml); or

e Send an e-mail to rule-
comments@sec.gov. Please include File
Number SR-NASD-2006-011 on the
subject line.

Paper Comments

e Send paper comments in triplicate
to Nancy M. Morris, Secretary,
Securities and Exchange Commission,
100 F Street, NE., Washington, DC
20549-1090.

All submissions should refer to File
Number SR-NASD-2006-011. This file
number should be included on the
subject line if e-mail is used. To help the
Commission process and review your
comments more efficiently, please use
only one method. The Commission will
post all comments on the Commission’s
Internet Web site (http://www.sec.gov/
rules/sro.shtml). Copies of the
submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written statements
with respect to the proposed rule
change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for inspection and copying in
the Commission’s Public Reference
Room. Copies of such filing also will be
available for inspection and copying at
the principal office of NASD. All
comments received will be posted
without change; the Commission does
not edit personal identifying
information from submissions. You
should submit only information that
you wish to make available publicly. All
submissions should refer to File
Number SR-NASD-2006-011 and
should be submitted on or before March
21, 2006.

For the Commission, by the Division of
Market Regulation, pursuant to delegated
authority.1?

Nancy M. Morris,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. E6-2766 Filed 2—27-06; 8:45 am]|
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1117 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
[Public Notice 5331]

Certification Pursuant to Section 583
of the Foreign Operations, Export
Financing, and Related Programs
Appropriations Act, FY 2006, (Pub.L.
109-102)

Pursuant to the authority vested in me
under Section 583 of the Foreign
Operations, Export Financing, and
Related Programs Appropriations Act,
FY 2006, (Pub.L. 109-102), I hereby
certify that application of the restriction
in such section to a country or countries
is contrary to the national interest of the
United States.

This certification shall be reported to
the Congress and published in the
Federal Register.

Dated: February 2, 2006.
Condoleezza Rice,
Secretary of State, Department of State.
[FR Doc. E6—-2780 Filed 2—27-06; 8:45 am]
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

Termination of Sanctions Imposed on
Certain Member States of the
European Communities Pursuant to
Title VII of the Omnibus Trade and
Competitiveness Act of 1988

AGENCY: Office of the United States
Trade Representative.

ACTION: Termination of sanctions
imposed on certain Member States of
the European Communities pursuant to
Title VII of the Omnibus Trade and
Competitiveness Act of 1988.

SUMMARY: The United States Trade
Representative has determined to
terminate sanctions imposed on certain
EC Member States (Austria, Belgium,
Denmark, Finland, France, Ireland,
Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands,
Sweden, and the United Kingdom).
This determination is based on
assurances from the European
Communities that EC
telecommunications operators are no
longer subject to discriminatory
requirements, and that purchasing by
EC telecommunications operators are
now based solely on commercial
considerations, not EC procurement
rules. The termination of sanctions is
effective on March 1, 2006.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jean
Heilman Grier, Senior Procurement
Negotiator, Office of the United States
Trade Representative, (202) 395-9476 or
Jean_Grier@ustr.eop.gov.

Determination Relating to Sanctions
Imposed Under Title VII of the
Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness
Act of 1988

On May 28, 1993, the United States
imposed sanctions on certain Member
States of the European Communities
(EC) under Title VII of the Omnibus
Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988
(19 U.S.C. 2515, as amended) for
maintaining, in government
procurement of telecommunications
goods, a significant and persistent
pattern or practice of discrimination
against U.S. products or services that
results in identifiable harm to U.S.
businesses (58 FR 31136). In June 1993,
the EC imposed equivalent
countermeasures against the United
States.

On March 10, 1994, then-USTR
Michael Kantor terminated the
sanctions against the Federal Republic
of Germany based on a determination
that Germany had eliminated the
discrimination identified under Title VII
(59 FR 11360). The sanctions currently
apply to 11 EC Member States: Austria,
Belgium, Denmark, Finland, France,
Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, the
Netherlands, Sweden, and the United
Kingdom.

On March 31, 2004, the European
Communities adopted new EC
Directives on Government Procurement,
which formally exclude
telecommunications operators from
their scope. I have received official
assurances from the EC that the
purchasing by EC telecommunications
operators is no longer subject to EC
procurement rules, but to purely
commercial considerations, and that the
EC will also remove its countermeasures
against the United States.

Pursuant to the authority vested in me
by the President of the United States in
Presidential Determination No. 93-16, I
have determined that the EC Member
States referenced above have eliminated
the discrimination identified under
Title VII and have therefore terminated
sanctions effective on March 1, 2006.

Rob Portman,

United States Trade Representative.

[FR Doc. E6-2810 Filed 2—-27-06; 8:45 am]|
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

Revised Fiscal Year 2006 Tariff-rate
Quota Allocations for Raw Cane Sugar
and Refined Sugar

AGENCY: Office of the United States
Trade Representative.
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