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SAFETEA-LU implementation and
intends this guidance to be nonbinding
except insofar as it references existing
statutory or regulatory requirements.
This guidance should not be construed
as rules of general applicability and
legal effect or notices of proposed
rulemaking.

Authority: 23 U.S.C. 315; 49 CFR 1.48.
Issued on: January 27, 2006.
J. Richard Capka,
Acting Federal Highway Administrator.
[FR Doc. E6-1388 Filed 2—1—-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Railroad Administration
[Docket Number FRA-2003-15432]

BNSF Railway Company; Notice of
Public Hearing and Extension of
Comment Period

The BNSF Railway Company has
petitioned the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) seeking approval
to expand the existing waiver, granted
on June 23, 2004, to include the area
from Fort Worth, Texas, milepost
346.67, to Arkansas City, Kansas,
milepost 264.11, on the Fort Worth and
Red Rock Subdivisions, a distance of
approximately 329 miles. This
expansion request is identified as
Docket No. FRA-2003-15432.

The FRA had issued a public notice
seeking comments of interested parties.
After examining the railroad’s proposal
and the comments received, FRA has
determined that a public hearing is
necessary before a final decision is
made on this proposal. FRA is also
extending the comment period to one
week beyond the date of the public
hearing. If information received at the
public hearing warrants the need to
extend the comment period even
further, a separate notice will be
published indicating such extension.

Accordingly, a public hearing is
hereby set for 1 p.m. (Eastern Standard
Time), on Thursday, February 23, 2006,
at the Wyndham Hotel, Vista Ballroom
C, 1400 M Street, NW., Washington, DC
20005. Interested parties are invited to
present oral statements at the hearing.
The hearing will be informal and will be
conducted by a representative
designated by the FRA, in accordance
with Rule 25 of the FRA Rules of
Practice (49 CFR part 211.25). The
hearing will be a non-adversary
proceeding and, therefore, there will be
no cross-examination of persons
presenting statements. The FRA
representative will make an opening

statement outlining the scope of the
hearing. After all initial statements have
been completed, those persons wishing
to make brief rebuttal statements will be
given the opportunity to do so in the
same order in which they made their
initial statements. Additional
procedures, if necessary for the conduct
of the hearing, will be announced at the
hearing.

In addition, FRA is extending the
comment period to March 2, 2006. All
communications concerning these
proceedings should identify the
appropriate docket number (e.g., Waiver
Petition Docket Number FRA-2003—
15432) and must be submitted to the
Docket Clerk, DOT Docket Management
Facility, Room PL—401 (Plaza Level),
400 7th Street, SW., Washington, DC
20590. All written communications
concerning these proceedings are
available for examination during regular
business hours (9 a.m.—5 p.m.) at the
above facility. All documents in the
public docket are also available for
inspection and copying on the Internet
at the docket facility’s Web site at http://
dms.dot.gov.

Anyone is able to search the
electronic form of all comments
received and entered into our dockets
by the name of the individual
submitting the comment (or signing the
comment, if submitted on behalf of an
association, business, labor union, etc.).
You may review DOT’s complete
Privacy Act Statement in the Federal
Register published on April 11, 2000,
(Volume 65, Number 70; Pages 19477—
78). The Statement may also be found at
http://dms.dot.gov.

Issued in Washington, DC, on January 30,
2006.

Grady C. Cothen, Jr.,

Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety
Standards and Program Development.

[FR Doc. E6-1425 Filed 2—1-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Transit Administration

Over-the-Road Bus Accessibility
Program Grants

AGENCY: Federal Transit Administration
(FTA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of Availability of Fiscal
Year 2006 Funds: Solicitation of Grant
Applications.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of
Transportation (DOT) Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) announces the
availability of funds in fiscal year (FY)
2006 for the Over-the-Road Bus (OTRB)

Accessibility Program, authorized by
Section 3038 of the Transportation
Equity Act for the 21st Century (TEA—
21). The OTRB Accessibility Program
makes funds available to private
operators of over-the-road buses to
finance the incremental capital and
training costs of complying with DOT’s
over-the-road bus accessibility final
rule, 49 CFR Part 37, published in a
Federal Register notice on September
28,1998 (63 FR 51670). The authorizing
legislation calls for national solicitation
of applications, with grantees to be
selected on a competitive basis. Federal
transit funds are available to intercity
fixed-route providers and other OTRB
providers at up to 90 percent of the
project cost.

In FY 2006, following a one percent
rescission, $5,568,750 was made
available for intercity fixed-route service
providers and $1,856,250 was made
available for other over-the-road bus
service providers.

This announcement is available on
the Internet on the FTA Web site at:
http://www.fta.dot.gov. FTA will
announce final selections on the Web
site and in the Federal Register. A
synopsis of this announcement will be
posted in the FIND module of the
government-wide electronic grants Web
site at http://www.grants.gov.
Applications may be submitted to FTA
in hard copy or electronically through
the GRANTS.GOV APPLY function.

DATES: Complete applications for Over-
the-Road Bus (OTRB) Program grants
must be submitted to the appropriate
FTA regional office (see Appendix C) by
April 3, 2006, or submitted
electronically through the http://
grants.gov Web site by the same date.
Anyone intending to apply
electronically should initiate the
process of registering on the http://
grants.gov site immediately to ensure
completion of registration before the
deadline for submission. FTA will
announce grant selections in the
Federal Register when the competitive
selection process is complete.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: The
appropriate FTA Regional
Administrator (Appendix C) for
application-specific information and
issues. For general program information,
contact Blenda Younger, Office of
Transit Programs, (202) 366—2053, e-
mail: blenda.younger@fta.dot.gov. A
TDD is available at 1-800—877-8339
(TDD/FIRS).

Overview Information

Federal Agency Name: Department of
Transportation, Federal Transit
Administration (FTA).
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