>
GPO,

Federal Register/Vol. 70, No. 250/ Friday, December 30, 2005/ Notices

77439

Dated: December 23, 2005.
Elizabeth A. Davidson,

Reports Clearance Officer, Social Security
Administration.

[FR Doc. E5-8094 Filed 12—29-05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4191-02-P

SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Request

The Social Security Administration
(SSA) publishes a list of information
collection packages that require
clearance by the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) in compliance with
Pub. L. 104-13, the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, effective October
1, 1995. The information collection
packages that may be included in this
notice are for new information
collections, approval of existing
information collections, revisions to
OMB-approved information collections,
and extensions (no change) of OMB-
approved information collections.

SSA is soliciting comments on the
accuracy of the Agency’s burden
estimate; the need for the information;
its practical utility; ways to enhance its
quality, utility, and clarity; and ways to
minimize the burden on respondents,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology. Written
comments and recommendations
regarding the information collection(s)
should be submitted to the OMB Desk
Officer and the SSA Reports Clearance
Officer; (OMB), Office of Management
and Budget, Attn: Desk Officer for SSA,
Fax: 202—-395-6974; (SSA), Social
Security Administration, DCFAM, Attn:
Reports Clearance Officer, Fax: 410—
965—6400, E-mail: OPLM.RCO@ssa.gov.

The information collection listed
below is pending at SSA and will be
submitted to OMB within 60 days from
the date of this notice. Therefore, your
comments should be submitted to SSA
within 60 days from the date of this
publication. You can obtain a copy of
the collection instrument by calling the
SSA Reports Clearance Officer at 410—
965—0454 or by writing to the address
listed above.

Consent Based Social Security Number
Verification Process—0960-NEW

Background

The Social Security Administration
(SSA) has provided limited fee based
Social Security Number (SSN)
verification service to private businesses
and other requesters that obtain a valid,
signed consent form from the Social
Security Number Holder. Based on the
consent forms, SSA verifies the Number
Holders’ SSNs for the requesting party.
The Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C.
552a(b), section 1106 of the Social
Security Act, 42 U.S.C. 1306, and SSA
regulation at 20 CFR 401.100 establish
the legal authority for SSA to provide
SSN verifications to third party
requesters based on consent. Currently,
the consent-based SSN verification
service for high volume requesters is a
paper-driven, labor-intensive process. In
recent years, the demand for SSN
verification has grown within the
business community. As a result, SSA is
developing an Agency strategy to
perform fee based SSN verifications
with consent in a high volume,
centralized process.

The Consent Based Social Security
Number Verification (CBSV) Process is
the first phase of the Agency’s long term
strategy to provide the business
community with fee based disclosures
with consent in high volume. SSA is
developing CBSV as a user-friendly,
Internet-based application with
safeguards that will protect the public’s
information. In addition to the benefit of
providing high volume, centralized SSN
verification services to the business
community in a secure manner, CBSV
also will provide the Agency with
inherent cost and workload
management benefits.

The CBSV Collection

The CBSV is a fee based automated
SSN verification service that can be
used by private businesses and other
requesting parties who register with
SSA to use the system and have
obtained valid consent from Number
Holders. The purpose of the information
collection is to verify for the requesting
party that the submitted name and SSN

match or do not match the information
contained in the SSA records. After
completing a registration process and
paying the fee, the requesting party can
submit a file through the CBSV Internet
application containing names of
Number Holders who have given valid
consent, along with each Number
Holder’s accompanying SSN and date of
birth (if available). The Agency matches
the information against SSA’s Master
File of Social Security Numbers, using
SSN, name, date of birth and gender
code (if available). The requesting party
retrieves the results file from SSA; the
results file indicates a match or no
match for each SSN submitted.

Under the CBSV process, the
requesting party does not submit the
consent forms to SSA. SSA will require
each requesting party to retain a valid
consent form for each SSN verification
request for a period of six years. The
requesting party is permitted to retain
the consent forms in either electronic or
paper format.

To ensure the integrity of the CBSV
Process, SSA has added a strong audit
component that requires audits (called
“compliance reviews”) at the discretion
of the agency with all audit costs to be
borne by the requesting party. These
reviews will be conducted by
independent certified public
accountants (CPAs) to ensure
compliance with all the terms and
conditions of the parties’ agreement
with SSA, including a review of the
consent forms. This review is performed
at the requesting party’s place of
business to ensure the integrity of the
process. In addition, SSA reserves the
right to perform unannounced onsite
inspections of the entire process
including review of the technical
systems which maintain the data and
transaction records at the requesting
party’s place of business.

The respondents to the CBSV
collection are the participating
companies, members of the public who
consent to the SSN verification, and
CPAs who provide compliance review
services.

Type of Request: New information
collection.

Number of E i Qvedrage of A | burd
: requency o urden per nnual burden
Respondent Requirement resg?ngirr\ts response response (hours)
pery (minutes)
Participating Companies ................... Completion of Registration Process 150 1 120 300
Creation of file of SSN requests, 150 *251 120 75,300
data entry, file formatting, and
maintaining required documenta-
tion and forms.
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Average of
Number of
Respondent Requirement respondents FrreeqSL;)eor:‘csyeof brtérg;gngeer Ann(uhagut;g)rden
per year (minutes)
Using the system to upload request 150 251 75 47,063
file, check status, and download
results file.
Storing consent forms ..........cccceeneee. 150 251 60 37,650
Activities related to compliance re- 150 1 120 300
view.
General Public Whose SSNs Will Be | Reading and signing Authorization 6,900,000 1 3 345,000
Verified. for the Social Security Administra-
tion to Release Social Security
Number Verification (Form SSA-
89 a.k.a. consent form).
Responding to CPA re-contact; 7,500 1 5 625
each CPA contacts 50 people.
CPAS e Conducting compliance review and 150 1 4,800 12,000
preparing written report of findings.
Total oo 6,907,800 518,238

*Please note there are 251 Federal business days per year (excluding Federal holidays) on which a requesting party could submit a file.

The estimated first year cost burden to
be shared by all participating companies
for the CBSV service is—$7,154,589.00.
This cost figure represents the agency’s
estimated staff requirements, agency
systems development costs, annual
account set-up fee, company cost per
file submitted and files storage and
maintenance costs, and company cost
for the services of a CPA to perform
compliance reviews.

Dated: December 22, 2005.
Elizabeth A. Davidson,

Reports Clearance Officer, Social Security
Administration.

[FR Doc. E5-8095 Filed 12—29-05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4191-02-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
[Public Notice 5256]

30-Day Notice of Proposed Information
Collection: Department of State
Acquisition Regulation (DOSAR), OMB
Control Number 1405-0050

ACTION: Notice of request for public
comment and submission to OMB of
proposed collection of information.

SUMMARY: The Department of State has
submitted the following information
collection request to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
approval in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995.

e Title of Information Collection:
Department of State Acquisition
Regulation (DOSAR).

e OMB Control Number: 1405-0050.

e Type of Request: Extension of a
Currently Approved Collection.

¢ Originating Office: Bureau of
Administration, Office of the
Procurement Executive (A/OPE).

e Form Number: N/A.

e Respondents: Any business, other
for-profit, individual, not-for-profit, or
household organization wishing to
receive Department of State contracts.

o Estimated Number of Respondents:
3,166.

e Estimated Number of Responses:
3,166.

e Average Hours Per Response:
Varies.

e Total Estimated Burden: 274,320.

e Frequency: On occasion.

e Obligation to Respond: Voluntary.

DATES: Submit comments to the Office
of Management and Budget (OMB) for
up to 30 days from December 30, 2005.

ADDRESSES: Direct comments and
questions to Katherine Astrich, the
Department of State Desk Officer in the
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs at the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB), who may be reached at
202-395-4718. You may submit
comments by any of the following
methods:

e E-mail:
Katherine_T._Astrich@omb.eop.gov.
You must include the DS form number,
information collection title, and OMB
control number in the subject line of
your message.

e Mail (paper, disk, or CD-ROM
submissions): Office of Information and
Regulatory Affairs, Office of
Management and Budget, 725 17th
Street, NW., Washington, DC 20503.

e Fax: 202-395-6974.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: You
may obtain copies of the proposed
information collection and supporting
documents from Gladys Gines,
Procurement Analyst, Office of the
Procurement Executive, Department of
State, Washington, DC 20522, who may

be reached on 703-516-1691 or at
ginesgg@state.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: We are
soliciting public comments to permit
the Department to:

¢ Evaluate whether the proposed
information collection is necessary to
properly perform our functions.

e Evaluate the accuracy of our
estimate of the burden of the proposed
collection, including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used.

e Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected.

e Minimize the reporting burden on
those who are to respond, including the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of technology.

Abstract of Proposed Collection

This information collection covers
pre-award and post-award requirements
of the DOSAR. During the pre-award
phase, information is collected to
determine which bids or proposals offer
the best value to the U.S. Government.
Post-award actions include monitoring
the contractor’s performance; issuing
modifications to contracts; dealing with
unsatisfactory performance; issuing
payments to the contractor; and closing
out the contract upon its completion.

Methodology

Information is collected from
prospective offerors to evaluate their
proposals. The responses provided by
the public are part of the offeror’s
proposals in response to Department
solicitations. This information may be
submitted electronically (through fax or
e-mail), or may require a paper
submission, depending upon
complexity. After contract award,
contractors are required to submit
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