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acquisitions. Equally important 
acquisition tools to be used include: 
transfer lands, partnerships with 
conservation organizations, 
conservation easements with adjacent 
landowners, and leases/cooperative 
agreements with state agencies. 

Public comments were requested, 
considered, and incorporated 
throughout the planning process. Public 
outreach included open houses, public 
meetings, technical workgroups, 
planning update mailings, and Federal 
Register notices. During the comment 
period on the draft document, the 
Service received a total of 30 comments. 
All substantive issues raised have been 
addressed either through revisions of 
the final comprehensive conservation 
plan or in responses contained in the 
appendix dealing with public 
comments. 

Authority: This notice is published under 
the authority of the National Wildlife Refuge 
System Improvement Act of 1997, Public 
Law 105–57. 

Dated: August 24, 2005. 
Jeffrey M. Fleming, 
Acting Regional Director. 
[FR Doc. 05–24240 Filed 12–19–05; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–55–M 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Fish and Wildlife Service 

Issuance of Permits 

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of issuance of permits for 
endangered species and/or marine 
mammals. 

SUMMARY: The following permits were 
issued. 

ADDRESSES: Documents and other 
information submitted with these 
applications are available for review, 
subject to the requirements of the 
Privacy Act and Freedom of Information 
Act, by any party who submits a written 
request for a copy of such documents to: 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Division 
of Management Authority, 4401 North 
Fairfax Drive, Room 700, Arlington, 
Virginia 22203; fax (703) 358–2281. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Division of Management Authority, 
telephone (703) 358–2104. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is 
hereby given that on the dates below, as 
authorized by the provisions of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), and/ 
or the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 
1972, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et 
seq.), the Fish and Wildlife Service 
issued the requested permit(s) subject to 
certain conditions set forth therein. For 
each permit for an endangered species, 
the Service found that (1) the 
application was filed in good faith, (2) 
the granted permit would not operate to 
the disadvantage of the endangered 
species, and (3) the granted permit 
would be consistent with the purposes 
and policy set forth in Section 2 of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended. 

ENDANGERED SPECIES 

Permit No. Applicant Receipt of application Federal Register notice Permit issuance date 

111397 .............. Donald S. Priest .................................................... 70 FR 62321; October 31, 2005 ........................... November 15, 2005. 
110435 .............. David C. West ....................................................... 70 FR 58736; October 7, 2005 ............................. November 14, 2005. 
109575 .............. Louis A. Souza ...................................................... 70 FR 58736; October 7, 2005 ............................. November 14, 2005. 
110014 .............. Stephen W. Mayes ............................................... 70 FR 58736; October 7, 2005 ............................. November 14, 2005. 
110044 .............. Raymond T. Cuppy ............................................... 70 FR 58736; October 7, 2005 ............................. November 14, 2005. 

ENDANGERED MARINE MAMMALS AND MARINE MAMMALS 

Permit No. Applicant Receipt of application Federal Register notice Permit issuance date 

100361 .............. Mote Marine Laboratory ........................................ 70 FR 51839; August 31, 2005 ............................ November 10, 2005. 
106376 .............. Paul W. Prudler ..................................................... 70 FR 46183; August 9, 2005 .............................. October 3, 2005. 
110049 .............. Michael J. Vorst .................................................... 70 FR 58736; October 7, 2005 ............................. November 28, 2005. 

Dated: December 9, 2005. 
Michael L. Carpenter, 
Senior Permit Biologist, Branch of Permits, 
Division of Management Authority. 
[FR Doc. E5–7536 Filed 12–19–05; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–55–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Fish and Wildlife Service 

Receipt of Applications for Permit 

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Notice of receipt of applications 
for permit. 

SUMMARY: The public is invited to 
comment on the following applications 
to conduct certain activities with 

endangered species and/or marine 
mammals. 

DATES: Written data, comments or 
requests must be received by January 19, 
2006. 

ADDRESSES: Documents and other 
information submitted with these 
applications are available for review, 
subject to the requirements of the 
Privacy Act and Freedom of Information 
Act, by any party who submits a written 
request for a copy of such documents 
within 30 days of the date of publication 
of this notice to: U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Division of Management 
Authority, 4401 North Fairfax Drive, 
Room 700, Arlington, Virginia 22203; 
fax 703/358–2281. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Division of Management Authority, 
telephone (703) 358–2104. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Endangered Species 

The public is invited to comment on 
the following applications for a permit 
to conduct certain activities with 
endangered species. This notice is 
provided pursuant to section 10(c) of 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 
Written data, comments, or requests for 
copies of these complete applications 
should be submitted to the Director 
(address above). 

PRT–115741 

Applicant: Winston C. Stalcup, 
Alpharetta, GA. 
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The applicant requests a permit to 
import the sport-hunted trophy of one 
male bontebok (Damaliscus pygargus 
pygargus) culled from a captive herd 
maintained under the management 
program of the Republic of South Africa, 
for the purpose of enhancement of the 
survival of the species. 

Marine Mammals 

The public is invited to comment on 
the following applications for a permit 
to conduct certain activities with marine 
mammals. The application was 
submitted to satisfy requirements of the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, 
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), and 
the regulations governing marine 
mammals (50 CFR Part 18). Written 
data, comments, or requests for copies 
of the complete applications or requests 
for a public hearing on these 
applications should be submitted to the 
Director (address above). Anyone 
requesting a hearing should give 
specific reasons why a hearing would be 
appropriate. The holding of such a 
hearing is at the discretion of the 
Director. 

PRT–113776 

Applicant: Scott E. Behnken, 
Brookville, OH. 

The applicant requests a permit to 
import a polar bear (Ursus maritimus) 
sport hunted from the Lancaster Sound 
polar bear population in Canada for 
personal, noncommercial use. 

Dated: December 9, 2005. 
Michael L. Carpenter, 
Senior Permit Biologist, Branch of Permits, 
Division of Management Authority. 
[FR Doc. E5–7537 Filed 12–19–05; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–55–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Fish and Wildlife Service 

[I.D. 121305B] 

Endangered and Threatened Species: 
Notice of Availability for the Final 
Recovery Plan for the Gulf of Maine 
Distinct Population Segment of 
Atlantic Salmon 

AGENCIES: National Marine Fisheries 
Service, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, 
Commerce; and United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Interior. 

ACTION: Notice of Availability of 
recovery plan of Atlantic salmon. 

SUMMARY: The National Marine 
Fisheries Service (NMFS) and the 
United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS)(collectively, the Services) 
announce the availability of the final 
recovery plan for the Gulf of Maine 
(GOM) distinct population segment 
(DPS) of Atlantic salmon (Salmo salar). 
ADDRESSES: Requests for a copy of the 
final recovery plan should be addressed 
to the Atlantic Salmon Recovery 
Coordinator, NMFS, Northeast Regional 
Office, Protected Resources Division, 
One Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA 
01930. A copy of the Final Recovery 
Plan can also be downloaded from the 
following web address: http:// 
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/recovery. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Jessica Pruden, NMFS Atlantic Salmon 
Recovery Coordinator, (978) 281–9328 
extension 6532. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended, (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) (ESA) 
requires the development of recovery 
plans for listed species unless such a 
plan would not promote the recovery of 
a particular species. Recovery Plans 
describe actions considered necessary 
for the conservation and recovery of 
listed species, establish criteria for 
downlisting or delisting such species, 
and estimate the time and costs required 
to implement recovery actions. On 
December 17, 2000, the Services listed 
the GOM DPS of Atlantic salmon as 
endangered under the ESA (65 FR 
69459). On June 18, 2004, the Services 
published a draft recovery plan for the 
DPS, and solicited public comments (69 
FR 34184). 

The GOM DPS includes all naturally 
reproducing remnant populations of 
Atlantic salmon from the Kennebec 
River downstream of the former 
Edwards Dam site, northward to the 
mouth of the St. Croix River. DPS 
salmon taken for hatchery rearing for 
broodstock purposes and any captive 
progeny from these salmon are also 
included as part of the DPS. These 
hatchery-held fish, however, do not 
count toward delisting or 
reclassification goals as these goals refer 
to the status of naturally-spawned 
salmon in the wild. 

At the time of listing, there were at 
least eight rivers in the geographic range 
of the GOM DPS known to still support 
wild Atlantic salmon populations: the 
Dennys, East Machias, Machias, 
Pleasant, Narraguagus, Ducktrap and 
Sheepscot Rivers, and Cove Brook. At 
the time of listing, the Services deferred 

a decision whether the DPS range 
included the mainstem of the Penobscot 
River and its tributaries above the 
former site of the Bangor Dam. Presently 
a status review is underway to 
determine the relationship of large river 
systems (e.g., the Penobscot and 
Kennebec Rivers) to the DPS as 
currently delineated. This review will 
also determine the status of current 
salmon populations within these large 
river systems, as well as any other 
additional salmon populations present 
outside the geographic range of the DPS. 
Decisions regarding the status of these 
populations may have significant 
implications for the recovery strategy 
and recovery criteria. The Services will 
consider the implications of these 
decisions and, if necessary, amend or 
modify the recovery plan accordingly. 

The GOM DPS has declined to 
critically low levels. Adult returns, and 
estimates of juvenile abundance and 
survival have continued to decline since 
the listing. In 2004, total adult returns 
to the eight rivers still supporting wild 
Atlantic salmon populations within the 
DPS were estimated to range from 60 to 
113 individuals. Therefore, while full 
recovery will encompass the full range 
of the DPS from the Kennebec to the St. 
Croix River, the initial focus of the 
recovery program is to stabilize 
populations in the eight populations in 
the DPS that were extant at the time of 
the listing 

The recovery plan contains a synopsis 
of the biology and distribution of 
Atlantic salmon, a description of factors 
affecting species recovery, an outline of 
actions needed to recover the species, 
and an implementation schedule for 
completing the recovery tasks. The 
recovery plan, prepared with the 
assistance of the Maine Atlantic Salmon 
Commission (ASC), provides a 
framework for addressing a multitude of 
threats threatening the survival and 
conservation of the GOM DPS of 
Atlantic salmon. 

The Services published a notice of 
availability of the draft recovery plan for 
the GOM DPS of Atlantic salmon in the 
Federal Register on June 18, 2004 (69 
FR 34184). The Services distributed the 
draft recovery plan for public review 
and comment. During the 90-day public 
comment period, the Services held two 
formal public hearings, as well as 
numerous meetings and briefings with 
Federal, state, local and private 
stakeholders to discuss the recovery 
plan and solicit comments. 

The Services received comments from 
a wide range of stakeholders and 
interested parties including state, 
Federal and local government agencies; 
local stakeholder groups; non- 
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