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Estimated Sl
. . annual
ltem Estimated time for response annual burden
responses hours
Application for Recordal of Insignia or Renewal/Reactivation of Recordal | 10 minutes ..........ccccocevviiniiiieennene 37 6
Under the Fastener Quality Act (PTO-1611).
TOMAL e | eeaee e e 37 6

Estimated Total Annual Non-hour
Respondent Cost Burden: $863. There
are no capital start-up costs,
recordkeeping costs, or maintenance
costs associated with this information
collection. However, this collection
does have annual (non-hour) costs in
the form of filing fees and postage costs.

Under 37 CFR 2.7, the filing fee for a
recordal of fastener insignia or a
renewal of an insignia recordal is $20.
The USPTO estimates that it will
receive 37 recordals or renewals of
fastener insignia per year for a total of
$740 in filing fees. If a manufacturer
submits a renewal after the expiration
date but within six months of that date,
then the manufacturer must pay an
additional $20 late renewal surcharge.
The USPTO estimates that
approximately 5 of the estimated 37
responses per year will be late renewals
that incur the surcharge, for a total of
$100 in additional charges. Therefore,
the total estimated filing costs for this
collection will be $863 per year.

The public may submit the
information for this collection to the
USPTO by mail through the United
States Postal Service. The USPTO
estimates that the average first-class
postage cost for a mailed submission
will be 63 cents, for a total postage cost
of $23 per year.

The total non-hour respondent cost
burden for this collection in the form of
filing costs and postage costs is
estimated to be $863 per year.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden
(including hours and cost) of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, e.g., the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

Comments submitted in response to
this notice will be summarized or

included in the request for OMB
approval of this information collection;
they also will become a matter of public
record.

Dated: December 1, 2005.

Susan K. Brown,

Records Officer, USPTO, Office of the Chief
Information Officer, Office of Data
Architecture and Services, Data
Administration Division.

[FR Doc. E5—-7062 Filed 12—7-05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-16-P

COMMITTEE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE
AGREEMENTS

Announcement of Import Restraint
Limits for Certain Wool Textile
Products Produced or Manufactured in
Ukraine

December 2, 2005.

AGENCY: Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements
(CITA).

ACTION: Issuing a directive to the
Commissioner, Bureau of Customs and
Border Protection establishing limits.

EFFECTIVE DATE: January 1, 2006.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ross
Arnold, International Trade Specialist,
Office of Textiles and Apparel, U.S.
Department of Commerce, (202) 482—
4212. For information on the quota
status of these limits, refer to the Bureau
of Customs and Border Protection Web
site (http://www.cbp.gov), or call (202)
344-2650. For information on embargoes
and quota re-openings, refer to the
Office of Textiles and Apparel Web site
at http://otexa.ita.doc.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority: Section 204 of the Agricultural
Act of 1956, as amended (7 U.S.C. 1854);
Executive Order 11651 of March 3, 1972, as
amended.

The Bilateral Textile Agreement of
July 22, 1998, as amended and extended
by exchange of notes on November 19,
2004, December 31, 2004, and February
7, 2005, between the Governments of
the United States and Ukraine
establishes limits for certain wool textile
products, produced or manufactured in
Ukraine and exported during the period

beginning on January 1, 2006 and
extending through December 31, 2006.

In the letter published below, the
Chairman of CITA directs the
Commissioner, Bureau of Customs and
Border Protection to establish the 2006
limits. The limit for Category 435 is
being reduced for carryforward applied
to the 2005 limit.

These limits may be revised if
Ukraine becomes a member of the
World Trade Organization (WTO) and
the United States applies the WTO
agreement to Ukraine.

A description of the textile and
apparel categories in terms of HTS
numbers is available in the
CORRELATION: Textile and Apparel
Categories with the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (refer to
the Office of Textiles and Apparel Web
site at http://otexa.ita.doc.gov).

James C. Leonard III,

Chairman, Committee for the Implementation
of Textile Agreements.

Committee for the Implementation of Textile
Agreements

December 2, 2005.

Comimissioner,
Bureau of Customs and Border Protection,
Washington, DC 20229.

Dear Commissioner: Pursuant to section
204 of the Agricultural Act of 1956, as
amended (7 U.S.C. 1854); Executive Order
11651 of March 3, 1972, as amended; and the
Bilateral Textile Agreement of July 22, 1998,
as amended and extended by exchange of
notes on November 19, 2004, December 31,
2004, and February 7, 2005, between the
Governments of the United States and
Ukraine, you are directed to prohibit,
effective on January 1, 2006, entry into the
United States for consumption and
withdrawal from warehouse for consumption
of wool textile products in the following
categories, produced or manufactured in
Ukraine and exported during the twelve-
month period beginning on January 1, 2006
and extending through December 31, 2006, in
excess of the following levels of restraint:

Category Twelve-month limit

103,680 dozen.
17,575 dozen.
76,158 numbers.
76,158 dozen.

The limits set forth above are subject to
adjustment pursuant to the current bilateral



Federal Register/Vol. 70, No. 235/ Thursday, December 8, 2005/ Notices

72993

agreement between the Governments of the
United States and Ukraine.

These limits may be revised if Ukraine
becomes a member of the World Trade
Organization (WTO) and the United States
applies the WTO agreement to Ukraine.

Products in the above categories exported
during 2005 shall be charged to the
applicable category limits for that year (see
directive dated February 17, 2005) to the
extent of any unfilled balances. In the event
the limits established for that period have
been exhausted by previous entries, such
products shall be charged to the limits set
forth in this directive.

In carrying out the above directions, the
Commissioner, Bureau of Customs and
Border Protection should construe entry into
the United States for consumption to include
entry for consumption into the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico.

The Committee for the Implementation of
Textile Agreements has determined that
these actions fall within the foreign affairs
exception of the rulemaking provisions of 5
U.S.C. 553(a)(1).

Sincerely,

James C. Leonard III,
Chairman, Committee for the Implementation
of Textile Agreements.

FR Doc. E5-7078 Filed 12—7-05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-S

COMMITTEE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE
AGREEMENTS

Request for Public Comment on Short
Supply Petition Under the North
American Free Trade Agreement
(NAFTA)

December 2, 2005.

AGENCY: The Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements
(CITA)

ACTION: Request for Public Comments
concerning a request for modification of
the NAFTA rules of origin for
nonwoven wipes made from viscose
rayon staple fiber.

SUMMARY: On October 28, 2005, the
Chairman of CITA received a request
from Alston & Bird LLP, on behalf of
Polymer Group, Inc. (PGI), alleging that
rayon viscose staple fiber, classified in
subheading 5504.10 of the Harmonized
Tariff Schedule of the United States
(HTSUS), cannot be supplied by the
domestic industry in commercial
quantities in a timely manner and
requesting that CITA consider whether
the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA) rule of origin for
nonwoven wipes classified under
HTSUS subheadings 5603.91, 5603.92,
5603.93 and 5603.94 should be
modified to allow the use of non-North
American viscose rayon staple fiber.
The President may proclaim a
modification to the NAFTA rules of

origin only after reaching an agreement
with the other NAFTA countries on the
modification. CITA hereby solicits
public comments on this request, in
particular with regard to whether woven
fabrics of the type described below can
be supplied by the domestic industry in
commercial quantities in a timely
manner. Comments must be submitted
by January 9, 2006 to the Chairman,
Committee for the Implementation of
Textile Agreements, Room 3001, United
States Department of Commerce,
Washington, DC 20230.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Martin J. Walsh, International Trade
Specialist, Office of Textiles and
Apparel, U.S. Department of Commerce,
(202) 482-2818.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority: Section 204 of the Agricultural
Act of 1956, as amended (7 USC 1854);
Section 202(q) of the North American Free
Trade Agreement Implementation Act (19
USC 3332(q)); Executive Order 11651 of
March 3, 1972, as amended.

BACKGROUND:

Under the North American Free Trade
Agreement (NAFTA), NAFTA countries
are required to eliminate customs duties
on textile and apparel goods that qualify
as originating goods under the NAFTA
rules of origin, which are set out in
Annex 401 to the NAFTA. The NAFTA
provides that the rules of origin for
textile and apparel products may be
amended through a subsequent
agreement by the NAFTA countries. See
Section 202(q) of the NAFTA
Implementation Act. In consultations
regarding such a change, the NAFTA
countries are to consider issues of
availability of supply of fibers, yarns, or
fabrics in the free trade area and
whether domestic producers are capable
of supplying commercial quantities of
the good in a timely manner. The
Statement of Administrative Action
(SAA) that accompanied the NAFTA
Implementation Act stated that any
interested person may submit to CITA a
request for a modification to a particular
rule of origin based on a change in the
availability in North America of a
particular fiber, yarn or fabric and that
the requesting party would bear the
burden of demonstrating that a change
is warranted. NAFTA Implementation
Act, SAA, H. Doc. 103-159, Vol. 1, at
491 (1993). The SAA provides that CITA
may make a recommendation to the
President regarding a change to a rule of
origin for a textile or apparel good. SAA
at 491. The NAFTA Implementation Act
provides the President with the
authority to proclaim modifications to
the NAFTA rules of origin as are
necessary to implement an agreement

with one or more NAFTA country on
such a modification. See section 202(q)
of the NAFTA Implementation Act.

On October 28, 2005 the Chairman of
CITA received a request from Alston &
Bird LLP, on behalf of Polymer Group,
Inc. (PGI), alleging that rayon viscose
staple fiber, classified in subheading
5504.10 of the Harmonized Tariff
Schedule of the United States (HTSUS),
cannot be supplied by the domestic
industry in commercial quantities in a
timely manner and requesting that CITA
consider whether the NAFTA rule of
origin for nonwoven wipes classified
under HTSUS subheadings 5603.91,
5603.92, 5603.93 and 5603.94 should be
modified to allow the use of non-North
American viscose rayon staple fiber.
The petitioner requested that the
modification be effective for entries
made on or after October 1, 2005, the
date they alleged all rayon production
ended in the United States.

CITA is soliciting public comments
regarding this request, particularly with
respect to whether viscose rayon staple
fiber can be supplied by the domestic
industry in commercial quantities in a
timely manner. Comments must be
received no later than January 9, 2006.
Interested persons are invited to submit
six copies of such comments or
information to the Chairman, Committee
for the Implementation of Textile
Agreements, room 3100, U.S.
Department of Commerce, 14th and
Constitution Avenue, NW., Washington,
DC 20230.

If a comment alleges that viscose
rayon staple fiber can be supplied by the
domestic industry in commercial
quantities in a timely manner, CITA will
closely review any supporting
documentation, such as a signed
statement by a manufacturer stating that
it produces fiber that is the subject of
the request, including the quantities that
can be supplied and the time necessary
to fill an order, as well as any relevant
information regarding past production.

CITA will protect any business
confidential information that is marked
“business confidential” from disclosure
to the full extent permitted by law.
CITA will make available to the public
non-confidential versions of the request
and non-confidential versions of any
public comments received with respect
to a request in room 3100 in the Herbert
Hoover Building, 14th and Constitution
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20230.
Persons submitting comments on a
request are encouraged to include a non-
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