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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request
October 6, 2005.

The Department of Agriculture has
submitted the following information
collection requirement(s) to OMB for
review and clearance under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104–13. Comments
regarding (a) whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of burden including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility and
clarity of the information to be
collected; (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond, including
through the use of appropriate
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology should be addressed to: Desk
Officer for Agriculture, Office of
Information and Regulatory Affairs,
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB),
OIRA_Submission@OMB.EOP.GOV or
fax (202) 395–5806 and to Departmental
Clearance Office, USDA, OCIO, Mail
Stop 7602, Washington, D.C. 20250–
7602. Comments regarding these
information collections are best assured
of having their full effect if received
within 30 days of this notification.
Copies of the submission(s) may be
obtained by calling (202) 720–8958.
An agency may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB control
number and the agency informs
potential persons who are to respond to
the collection of information that such
persons are not required to respond to
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the collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.
National Agricultural Statistics Service
Title: Field Crops Objective Yield.
OMB Control Number: 0535–0088.
Summary of Collection: The primary
function of the National Agricultural
Statistics Service (NASS) is to prepare
and issue current official State and
national estimates of crop and livestock
production. General authority for these
data collection activities is granted
under U.S. Code Title 7, Section 2204.
This statue specifies the ‘‘The Secretary
of Agriculture shall procure and
preserve all information concerning
agriculture which he can obtain * * *
by the collection of statistics * * * and
shall distribute them among
agriculturists’’. Data is collected
provides yield estimates for corn,
cotton, potatoes, soybeans and wheat.
The yield estimates are extremely
important because they’re used in
conjunction with price data to estimate
production and in making policy
decisions in agricultural sectors.
Need and Use of the Information:
NASS will collect information on
sample fields of, corn, cotton, soybeans,
potatoes, and winter, Durum and other
Spring wheat. The information will be
use to anticipate loan receipts and
pricing of loan stocks for grains.
Description of Respondents: Farms.
Number of Respondents: 8,555.
Frequency of Responses: Reporting:
Monthly during growing season.
Total Burden Hours: 3,058.
Charlene Parker,
Departmental Information Collection
Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 05–20479 Filed 10–12–05; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Agricultural Research Service
Advisory Committee on Biotechnology
and 21st Century Agriculture;
Nominations
Office of the Under Secretary,
Research, Education, and Economics,
USDA.
ACTION: Notice.
AGENCY:

SUMMARY: The Agricultural Research
Service is requesting nominations for
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qualified persons to serve as members of
the Secretary’s Advisory Committee on
Biotechnology and 21st Century
Agriculture (AC21). The charge for the
AC21 is two-fold: to examine the longterm impacts of biotechnology on the
U.S. food and agriculture system and
USDA; and to provide guidance to
USDA on pressing individual issues,
identified by the Office of the Secretary,
related to the application of
biotechnology in agriculture.
DATES: Written nominations must be
received by fax or postmarked on or
before November 14, 2005.
ADDRESSES: All nomination materials
should be sent to Michael Schechtman,
Designated Federal Official, Office of
the Deputy Secretary, USDA, 202B
Jamie L. Whitten Federal Building, 14th
and Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20250. Forms may also
be submitted by fax to (202) 690–4265.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Questions should be addressed to
Michael Schechtman, Designated
Federal Official, telephone (202) 720–
3817; fax (202) 690–4265; e-mail
mschechtman@ars.usda.gov. To obtain
form AD–755 ONLY please contact
Dianne Harmon, Office of Pest
Management Policy, telephone (202)
720–4074, fax (202) 720–3191; e-mail
dharmon@ars.usda.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

AC21 members serve staggered 2-year
terms, with terms for half of the
Committee members expiring in any
given year. Nominations are being
sought for open Committee seats. The
terms of 9 members of the AC21 will
expire in early 2006. The AC21 Charter
allows for flexibility to appoint up to a
total of 10 members. Members can be
reappointed to serve up to 6 consecutive
years. Equal opportunity practices, in
line with USDA policies, will be
followed in all membership
appointments to the Committee. To
ensure that the recommendations of the
Committee have taken into account the
needs of the diverse groups served by
USDA, membership shall include, to the
extent practicable, individuals with
demonstrated ability to represent
minorities, women, and persons with
disabilities.
Nominees of the AC21 should have
recognized expertise in one or more of
the following areas: Recombinant-DNA
(rDNA) research and applications using
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