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PCT Application No. PCT/US97/09586
filed 28 May 1997 (DHHS Reference
No. E-090-1996/0-PCT-02);

European Patent Application No.
97929777.7 filed 28 May 1997 (DHHS
Reference No. E-090-1996/0-EP-03).

Licensing Contact: Peter Soukas; (301)
435-4646; soukasp@mail.nih.gov.

Chemokine receptors are expressed by
many cells, including lymphoid cells,
and function to mediate cell trafficking
and localization. CC chemokine receptor
5 (CCR5) is a seven-transmembrane, G
protein-coupled receptor (GPCR) which
regulates trafficking and effector
functions of memory/effector T-
lymphocytes, macrophages, and
immature dendritic cells. Chemokine
binding to CCR5 leads to cellular
activation through pertussis toxin-
sensitive heterotrimeric G proteins as
well as G protein-independent
signalling pathways. Like many other
GPCR, CCR5 is regulated by agonist-
dependent processes which involve G
protein coupled receptor kinase (GRK)-
dependent phosphorylation, beta-
arrestin-mediated desensitization and
internalization.

Human CCR5 also functions as the
main coreceptor for the fusion and entry
of many strains of human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV-1, HIV—
2). HIV—1 transmission almost
invariably involves such CCR5-specific
variants (designated R5); individuals
lacking functional CCR5 (by virtue of
homozygosity for a defective CCR5
allele) are almost completely resistant to
HIV-1 infection. Specific blocking of
CCR5 (e.g. with chemokine ligands,
anti-CCR5 antibodies, CCR5-blocking
low MW inhibitors, etc.) inhibits entry/
infection of target cells by R5 HIV
strains. Cells expressing CCR5 and CD4
are useful for screening for agents that
inhibit HIV by binding to CCR5. Such
agents represent potential new
approaches to block HIV transmission
and to treat infected people. A small
animal expressing both human CCR5
along with human CD4 supports entry
of HIV into target cells, a necessary
hurdle that must be overcome for
development of a small animal model
(e.g. transgenic mouse, rat, rabbit, mink)
to study HIV infection and its
inhibition.

The invention embodies the CCR5
genetic sequence, cell lines and
transgenic mice, the cells of which
coexpress human CD4 and CCR5, and
which may represent valuable tools for
the study of HIV infection and for
screening anti-HIV agents. The
invention also embodies anti-CCR5
agents that block HIV env-mediated
membrane fusion associated with HIV

entry into human CD4-positive target
cells or between HIV-infected cells and
uninfected human CD4-positive target
cells.

This technology was reported in
Alkhatib et al., “CC CKR5: a RANTES,
MIP-1alpha, MIP—1beta receptor as a
fusion cofactor for macrophage-tropic
HIV-1,” Science 272:1955-1958 (1996).
The technology is available for
exclusive or nonexclusive licensing.

Dated: March 7, 2005.
Steven M. Ferguson,
Director, Division of Technology Development
and Transfer, Office of Technology Transfer,
National Institutes of Health.
[FR Doc. 05-5082 Filed 3—14—05; 8:45 am)]
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Cancer Institute; Notice of
Closed Meeting

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given of the following
meeting.

The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications
and/or contract proposals and the
discussions could disclose confidential
trade secrets or commercial property
such as patentable material, and
personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications and/or contract proposals,
the disclosure of which would
constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Cancer
Institute Special Emphasis Panel, Loan
Repayment Program: OD04-060 (Clinical) &
0D04-061 (Pediatric).

Date: April 4, 2005.

Time: 8 am. to 5 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications and/or proposals.

Place: National Institutes of Health, 6116
Executive Boulevard, Rockville, MD 20852.

Contact Person: Bratin K. Saha, PhD,
Program Coordination and Referral Branch,
Division of Extramural Activities, National
Cancer Institute, 6116 Executive Blvd.,
Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 402-0371,
sashab@mail.nih.gov.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.392, Cancer Construction;
93.393, Cancer Cause and Prevention
Research; 93.394, Cancer Detection and
Diagnosis Research; 93.395, Cancer
Treatment Research; 93.396, Cancer Biology
Research; 93.397, Cancer Centers Support;

93.398, Cancer Research Manpower; 93.399,
Cancer Control, National Institutes of Health,
HHS.)

Dated: March 8, 2005.
LaVerne Y. Stringfield,

Director, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 05-5074 Filed 3—14-05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Cancer Institute; Notice of
Closed Meeting

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given of the following
meeting.

The meeting will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Cancer
Institute Initial Review Group, Subcommittee
D—~Clinical Studies.

Date: April 6-8, 2005.

Time: 6 p.m. to 1 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Holiday Inn Select Bethesda, 8120
Wisconsin Ave., Bethesda, MD 20814.

Contact Person: William D. Merritt, PhD,
Scientific Review Administrator, Research
Programs Review Branch, National Cancer
Institute, Division of Extramural Activities,
6116 Executive Blvd., 8th Floor, Bethesda,
MD 20892-8328, 301-496—9767,
wmé63f@nih.gov.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.392, Cancer Construction;
93.393, Cancer Cause and Prevention
Research; 93.394, Cancer Detection and
Diagnosis Research; 93.395, Cancer
Treatment Research; 93.396, Cancer Biology
Research; 93.397, Cancer Centers Support;
93.398, Cancer Research Manpower; 93.399,
Cancer Control, National Institutes of Health,
HHS)

Dated: March 8, 2005.
LaVerne Y. Stringfield,

Director, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 05-5075 Filed 3—14—05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-M
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