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Dated: February 24, 2005.
June Bailey,
Lewistown Field Manager.
[FR Doc. 05—-4011 Filed 3—1-05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-$$-M

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Minerals Management Service

Outer Continental Shelf, Pacific
Region, Environmental Document
Prepared for Plains Exploration and
Production Company’s Submarine
Power Cable Repair Project

AGENCY: Minerals Management Service
(MMS). Interior.

ACTION: Notice of availability of
environmental assessment (EA) and
finding of no significant impact
(FONSI).

SUMMARY: The MMS prepared an EA for
Plains Exploration and Production
Company’s Platform Hillhouse-to-Shore
Submarine Power Cable Repair Project
and issued a FONSI pursuant to the
requirements of the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Minerals Management Service, Pacific
Region, 770 Paseo Camarillo, Camarillo,
CA 93010, Mr. John Lane, telephone
(805) 389-7820.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The MMS
prepares EAs and FONSIs for Outer
Continental Shelf (OCS) oil and gas
exploration and development activities
and other operations on the Pacific OCS.
Plains Exploration and Production
Company’s power cable repair project
involves replacing up to 400 feet of
failed power cable that links OCS
Platform Hillhouse to shore in the
County of Santa Barbara. The EA
examines the potential environmental
effects of the project and presents
MMS’s conclusions regarding the
significance of those effects. The MMS
prepares EAs to determine whether
proposed projects constitute a major
Federal action that significantly affects
the quality of the human environment
in the sense of NEPA 102(2)(C). A
FONSI is prepared in those instances
where the MMS finds that approval will
not result in significant effects on the
quality of the human environment. The
FONSI briefly presents the basis for that
finding and includes a summary or copy
of the EA. The MMS completed the EA
and issued the FONSI on January 31,
2005. This notice constitutes the public
Notice of Availability of environmental
documents required under the NEPA
regulations.

Dated: February 11, 2005.
Thomas A. Readinger,

Associate Director for Offshore Minerals
Management.

[FR Doc. 05—-4033 Filed 3—1-05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-MR-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Minerals Management Service

Collection of Royalties, Rentals,
Bonuses, and Other Monies Due the
Federal Government

AGENCY: Minerals Management Service
(MMS), Interior.

ACTION: Notice requesting comments on
an increase in base rentals and the use
of sliding scale rentals in the Gulf of
Mexico (GOM) lease sales.

SUMMARY: MMS is considering an
increase to the base level rentals and the
use of sliding scale rentals in Gulf of
Mexico lease sales. This notice explains
the purpose of the change and what the
sliding scale rentals might be. MMS
requests comments on both the increase
to the base amounts and on the structure
of the sliding scale system and its
potential effects.

DATES: MMS will consider all comments
received by April 1, 2005, and may not
fully consider comments received after
April 1, 2005.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on the notice by any of the following
methods listed below. Please use
“Increasing Base Rentals and Sliding
Scale Rentals” as an identifier in your
message. See also Public Comment
Policy at the end of this notice.

¢ MMS’s Public Connect on-line
commenting system, http://
ocsconnect.mms.gov. Follow the
instructions on the website for
submitting comments.

¢ Email MMS at
rules.comments@mms.gov. Use
“Increasing Base Rentals and Sliding
Scale Rentals” in the subject line.

e Fax: 703-787-1093. Identify as
“Increasing Base Rentals and Sliding
Scale Rentals”.

e Mail or hand-carry comments to the
Department of the Interior; Minerals
Management Service; Attention: Rules
Processing Team (RPT); 381 Elden
Street, MS—4024; Herndon, Virginia
20170-4817. Please reference
“Increasing Base Rentals and Sliding
Scale Rentals” in your comments.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Marshall Rose, Chief, Economics
Division, at (703) 787—1536 or
Marshall. Rose@mms.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The increase in the pace of leasing
since the introduction of the Deep Water
Royalty Relief Act (DWRRA) has been
about twice as high as the increase in
the pace of exploration. In order to
encourage exploration drilling in
deepwater areas earlier in the lease
term, MMS is considering the use of a
sliding scale rental system in future
GOM sales. Under this policy, annual
rentals would escalate gradually
beginning with the sixth year of the
initial lease term period except under
certain conditions. If a lease is drilled
within the first 5 years of its initial
period, escalating rentals can be avoided
either through a discovery, at which
time the rental rate would stay the same
until the start of royalty-bearing
production, or, as might occur in the
case of unsuccessful exploration,
through relinquishment. If a discovery
is made after the first 5 years of the
primary term of the lease, the rental
rates would return to the level that
prevailed during the first 5-year period.

Most deepwater blocks, i.e., those
located in water depths of 400 meters or
greater, are issued with longer primary
terms and lower royalty rates than
shallow water blocks. MMS issues all
deepwater blocks, i.e., those located in
water depths of 200 meters or greater,
with provisions for royalty suspension
or the possibility of royalty suspension,
unlike shallow water blocks. Partly due
to these lease terms, a $7.50 per acre
annual rental rate has been used in
deeper water depths since the
implementation of the DWRRA in 1996.
In contrast, the annual rental rate for
leases in shallow water has been set at
$5.00 per acre over this same time
period. The authority for MMS to
require payment of a rental, at a rate
specified in the lease, exists under 43
U.S.C. 1337 (b)(6): An oil and gas lease
issued pursuant to this section shall “

* * * contain such rental and other
provisions as the Secretary may
prescribe at the time of offering the area
for lease * * *.”

The President’s FY 2006 Budget
submission includes language that MMS
would increase the base level for
rentals. The current base amounts are
$5.00 per acre or fraction thereof for
blocks in water depths of less than 200
meters and $7.50 per acre or fraction
thereof for blocks in water depths of 200
meters or greater. These rates were last
adjusted in 1993 for the shallow water
depth and in 1996 for the deeper water
depth. MMS is considering raising these
base levels to approximately $6.25 per
acre or fraction thereof for blocks in
water depths of less than 200 meters
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and $9.50 per acre or fraction thereof for
blocks in water depths of 200 or greater
in subsequent GOM sales. These
increased rental rates mostly reflect
inflationary adjustments from the last
time rentals were revised.

Potential Structure for Rental Rates

For future lease sales for the GOM,
MMS is considering using a sliding
scale structure for blocks in water
depths of 400 meters or greater, where
royalty relief is typically offered. MMS
would not use this escalating system in
shallow water blocks of less than 200
meters or for deepwater blocks between
200 meters and less than 400 meters.
However, as noted above, the base level
of the rental rate for leases in water
depths less than 400 meters may be
raised. For leases in water depths of 400
meters or deeper, the table below lists
the possible annual rental rates being
considered, both base levels and
escalated levels.

Rental rate
(per acre
per year or
fraction
thereof)

Year

$9.50
9.50
9.50
9.50
9.50
10.50
12.00
13.75
15.50
17.50

Rentals must be paid on or before the
first day of each lease year until a
discovery in paying quantities of oil or
gas, and then at the expiration of each
lease year until the start of royalty-
bearing production. In water depths of
400 meters or deeper, if a discovery in
paying quantities is made (see 30 CFR
250.115 or 250.116 and NTL No. 2000—
G04 for requirements to demonstrate
well producibility), regardless of the
rental rate in effect before or at the time
of the discovery, the rental rate will
revert to $9.50 per acre per year or
fraction thereof in years subsequent to
such a discovery. Thus, if a discovery in
paying quantities is made in year 8, at
the beginning of which the lessee paid
a rental of $13.75 per acre per year or

fraction thereof, then at the expiration of

each lease year thereafter until the start
of royalty-bearing production, the rental
rate would be fixed at $9.50 per acre per
year or fraction thereof.

MMS would like to receive comments
about both the increase to a new base
level of rentals for all water depths, and
the structure of the escalating rental

rates that MMS is considering for water
depths 400 meters or greater and their
possible effects on acquisition and
exploration decisions. Would fewer
tracts receive bids? Would the amount
of the individual bids change? Would
escalating rentals at the rate specified
above have any effect on the timing of
exploration? Depending on upcoming
sale results, changing market
conditions, responses to this notice, and
revisions in future projections, a sliding
scale rental structure also might have to
be adjusted. MMS will advise you of its
final decision regarding base rental rates
and any sliding scale rental stipulations
in a future Notice of Lease Sale.

Public Comments Procedures

All submissions received must
include the agency name and refer to
“Increasing Base Rentals and Sliding
Scale Rentals.” MMS’ practice is to make
comments, including names and
addresses of respondents, available for
public review during regular business
hours. Individual respondents may
request that MMS withhold their
address from the record, which will be
honored to the extent allowable by law.
There may be circumstances in which
MMS would withhold from the record
a respondent’s identity, as allowable by
the law. If you wish us to withhold your
name and/or address, you must state
this prominently at the beginning of
your comment. However, MMS will not
consider anonymous comments. Except
for proprietary information, MMS will
make all submissions from
organizations or businesses, and from
individuals identifying themselves as
representatives or officials of
organizations or businesses, available
for public inspection in their entirety.

Dated: January 25, 2005.
Thomas Readinger,

Associate Director for Offshore Minerals
Management.

[FR Doc. 05—4032 Filed 3—1-05; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4310-MR-P

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
COMMISSION

[Inv. No. 337-TA-503]

In the Matter of Certain Automated
Mechanical Transmission Systems for
Medium-Duty and Heavy-Duty Trucks
and Components Thereof; Notice of
Commission Decision Not To Review a
Final Initial Determination Finding a
Violation of Section 337 of the Tariff
Act of 1930; Request for Written
Submissions on Remedy, the Public
Interest, and Bonding

AGENCY: U.S. International Trade
Commission.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the U.S. International Trade
Commission has determined not to
review the presiding administrative law
judge’s (ALJ) initial determination
(“ID”) in the above-captioned
investigation finding a violation of
section 337 of the Tariff Act of 1930.
Notice is also hereby given that the
Commission is requesting briefing on
the issues of remedy, the public interest,
and bonding.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Rodney Maze, Esq., Office of the
General Counsel, U.S. International
Trade Commission, 500 E Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20436, telephone (202)
205-3065. Copies of non-confidential
documents filed in connection with this
investigation are or will be available for
inspection during official business
hours (8:45 a.m. to 5:15 p.m.) in the
Office of the Secretary, U.S.
International Trade Commission, 500 E
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20436,
telephone (202) 205-2000. General
information concerning the Commission
may also be obtained by accessing its
Internet server (http://www.usitc.gov).
The public record for this investigation
may be viewed on the Commission’s
electronic docket (EDIS) at http://
edis.usitc.gov. Hearing-impaired
persons are advised that information on
this matter can be obtained by
contacting the Commission’s TDD
terminal on (202) 205-1810.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
patent-based section 337 investigation
was instituted by the Commission on
January 7, 2004, based on a complaint
filed by Eaton Corporation (“Eaton”) of
Cleveland, Ohio. 69 FR 937 (January 7,
2004). The complainant, as
supplemented, alleged violations of
section 337 of the Tariff Act of 1930 in
the importation into the United States,
the sale for importation, and the sale
within the United States after
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