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ACTION: Final rule. These modifications to the Fee :

SUMMARY: The Federal Communications
Commission is modifying a section of
the Commission’s rules that implement
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
Fee Schedule. This modification
pertains to the charge for recovery of the
full, allowable direct costs of searching
for and reviewing records requested
under the FOIA and the Commission’s
rules, unless such fees are restricted or
waived. The fees are being revised to
correspond to modifications in the rate
of pay approved by Congress.

DATES: Effective February 8, 2005.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Shoko B. Hair, Freedom of Information
Act Officer, Office of Performance
Evaluation and Records Management,
Room 1-A827, Federal Communications
Commission, 445 12th Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20554, (202) 418-1379
or via Internet at shoko.hair@fcc.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Federal Communications Commission is
modifying § 0.467(a) of the
Commission’s rules. This rule pertains
to the charges for searching and
reviewing records requested under the
FOIA. The FOIA requires federal
agencies to establish a schedule of fees
for the processing of requests for agency
records in accordance with fee
guidelines issued by the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB). In
1987, OMB issued its Uniform Freedom
of Information Act Fee Schedule and
Guidelines. However, because the FOIA
requires that each agency’s fees be based
upon its direct costs of providing FOIA
services, OMB did not provide a
unitary, government-wide schedule of
fees. The Commission based its FOIA
Fee Schedule on the grade level of the
employee who processes the request.
Thus, the Fee Schedule was computed
at a Step 5 of each grade level based on
the General Schedule effective January
1987 (including 20 percent for
personnel benefits). The Commission’s
rules provide that the Fee Schedule will
be modified periodically to correspond

Schedule do not require notice and
comment because they merely update
the Fee Schedule to correspond to
modifications in rates of pay, as
required under the current rules. The
Commission will not send a copy of this
Order pursuant to the Congressional
Review Act, see 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A),
because the rules are a matter of agency
organization, procedure, or practice that
do not substantially affect the rights or
obligations of non-agency parties.
Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority contained in § 0.231(b) of the
Commission’s rules, 47 CFR 0.231 (b), it
is hereby ordered, that, effective on
February 8, 2005, the Fee Schedule
contained in § 0.467 of the
Commission’s rules, 47 CFR 0.467, is
amended, as described herein.

List of Subjects in 47 CFR Part 0

Freedom of information.

Federal Communications Commission.
Andrew S. Fishel,
Managing Director.

Rule Changes

m For the reasons discussed in the
preamble, the Federal Communications
Commission amends 47 CFR part 0 as
follows:

PART 0—COMMISSION
ORGANIZATION

m 1. The authority citation for part 0
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 47 U.S.C. 155, unless otherwise
noted.

m 2. Section 0.467 is amended by

revising the last sentence of paragraph
(a)(1), the table in paragraph (a)(1) and its
note, and paragraph (a)(2) to read as
follows:

§0.467 Search and review fees.

(a)(1) * * * The fee is based on the
grade level of the employee(s) who
conduct(s) the search or review, as
specified in the following schedule:

Note: These fees will be modified
periodically to correspond with
modifications in the rate of pay approved by
Congress.

(2) The fees in paragraph (a) (1) of this
section were computed at Step 5 of each
grade level based on the General
Schedule effective January 2005 and
include 20 percent for personnel

benefits.
* * * * *

[FR Doc. 05—2426 Filed 2—7-05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

47 CFR Part 76
[MB Docket No. 05-28; DA 05-169]

Inquiry Regarding the Impact of
Certain Rules on Competition in the
Multichannel Video Programming
Distribution Market

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Review of rules and statutory
provisions; solicitation of comments.

SUMMARY: This document solicits public
comment on the impact of certain
provisions of the Communications Act
of 1934, as amended, and Commission
rules on competition in the
multichannel video programming
distribution market. The Commission is
required by legislative mandate to
submit a report to Congress based on the
results of this inquiry no later than
September 8, 2005.

DATES: Comments may be filed on or
before March 1, 2005, and reply
comments may be filed on or before
March 16, 2005.

ADDRESSES: Federal Communications
Commission, 445 12th Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20554.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Marcia Glauberman, Media Bureau,
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