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revisions to the Commission’s MICS
Rule, 25 CFR Part 542.
Signed in Washington, DG, this 5th day of
January, 2005.
Philip N. Hogen,
Chairman.
Nelson Westrin,
Vice-Chairman.
Cloyce Choney,
Commissioner.
[FR Doc. 05—448 Filed 1-10-05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7565-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

38 CFR Part 17
RIN 2900-AMO03
Eligibility for Health Care Benefits for

Certain Filipino Veterans in the United
States

AGENCY: Department of Veterans Affairs.
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) medical regulations
describe veterans who are eligible to
receive health care from VA in the
United States. We are proposing to
amend these regulations to include any
Filipino Commonwealth Army veteran
who was recognized by authority of the
U.S. Army as belonging to organized
Filipino guerilla forces or new
Philippine Scouts, if such veteran or
scout resides in the U.S., and is a citizen
or lawfully admitted to the United
States for permanent residence. Under
this proposal these certain veterans
would be eligible for VA hospital care,
nursing home care, and outpatient
medical services in the United States in
the same manner and subject to the
same terms and conditions as apply to
U.S. veterans. This proposal would
allow those veterans to receive health
care from VA.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before March 14, 2005.

ADDRESSES: Written comments may be
submitted by: mail or hand-delivery to
Director, Regulations Management
(OOREG1), Department of Veterans
Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW., Room
1068, Washington, DC 20420; or fax to
(202) 273-9026; e-mail to
VARegulations@mail.va.gov; or, through
http://www.Regulations.gov. Comments
should indicate that they are submitted
in response to “RIN 2900—-AMO03.” All
comments received will be available for
public inspection in the Office of
Regulation Policy and Management,
Room 1063B, between the hours of 8

a.m. and 4:30 p.m., Monday through
Friday (except holidays). Please call
(202) 273-9515 for an appointment.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tony Guagliardo, Deputy Director of
Business Policy, Chief Business Office
(163), Veterans Health Administration,
Department of Veterans Affairs, 810
Vermont Avenue, NW., Washington, DC
20420, (202) 254—-0406. (This is not a
toll free number.)

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
December 6, 2003, Public Law 108-170,
the Veterans Health Care, Capital Asset,
and Business Improvement Act of 2003,
was enacted authorizing VA to provide
hospital care, nursing home care, and
outpatient medical services to certain
Filipino veterans in the same manner
and subject to the same terms and
conditions as apply to U.S. veterans.
Verification of service is usually
demonstrated through issuance of an
official “Certification of Military
Service” or other acceptable documents
demonstrating service under
commanders appointed, designated, or
subsequently recognized by the
Commander-in-Chief, Southwest Pacific
Area, other competent authority in the
Army of the United States or service
department and who were discharged or
released from service under conditions
other than dishonorable (see 38 CFR
3.1(y), 3.40 and 3.203).

These “certain Filipino veterans” are
Commonwealth Army veterans,
including those who were recognized by
authority of the U.S. Army as belonging
to organized Filipino guerilla forces,
and new Philippine Scouts. These
veterans must reside in the U.S., and be
a citizen, or lawfully admitted to the
United States for permanent residence.

Commonwealth Army Veterans,
including those who were recognized by
authority of the U.S. Army as belonging
to organized Filipino guerilla forces,
and new Philippine Scouts are not
currently eligible for VA care in the
United States if they do not meet the
residency and citizenship requirements.
This rule proposes to amend VA
medical regulation 38 CFR 17.39 to
include Filipino Commonwealth Army
veterans, including those who were
recognized by authority of the U.S.
Army as belonging to organized Filipino
guerilla forces, and new Philippine
Scouts who reside in the U.S. and who
are citizens, or lawfully admitted to the
United States for permanent residence
as persons who are eligible for VA
health care benefits within the United
States on the same basis as U.S.
veterans. This proposed rule also
establishes requirements for proof of
citizenship or lawful permanent

residency status that veterans must
provide in order to be eligible for VA
health care benefits.

Unfunded Mandates

The Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
requires, at 2 U.S.C. 1532, that agencies
prepare an assessment of anticipated
costs and benefits before developing any
rule that may result in an expenditure
by State, local, or tribal governments, in
the aggregate, or by the private sector, of
$100 million or more in any given year.
This proposed rule would have no such
effect on State, local, or tribal
governments, or the private sector.

Paperwork Reduction Act

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act
of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501-3521), a
collection of information is set forth in
proposed 38 CFR 17.39. Accordingly,
under section 3507(d) of the Act, VA
has submitted a copy of this rulemaking
action to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for its review of the
proposed collection of information.

OMB assigns a control number for
each collection of information it
approves. VA may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to a collection of information
unless it displays a currently valid OMB
control number.

Comments on the proposed
collections of information should be
submitted to the Office of Management
and Budget, Attention: Desk Officer for
the Department of Veterans Affairs,
Office of Information and Regulatory
Affairs, Washington, DC 20503, with
copies mailed or hand-delivered to:
Director, Regulations Management
(OOREG1), Department of Veterans
Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave., NW., Room
1068, Washington, DC 20420.
Comments should indicate that they are
submitted in response to ‘“RIN 2900-
AMO03.”

Title: Eligibility for Health Care
Benefits for Certain Filipino Veterans.

Summary of Collection of
Information: Under proposed § 17.39,
Filipino veterans who reside in the U.S.,
and who are citizens, or lawfully
admitted for permanent residence can
be enrolled into the VA healthcare
system and receive medical care from
VA. VA is revising the currently
approved collection of information
entitled “Application and Renewal for
Health Benefits”’, OMB number 2900—
0091 to include Filipino veterans
eligible under this rule.

Description of the need for
information and proposed use of
information: The information is needed
to establish eligibility and priority group
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and for purposes of enrollment into the
VA healthcare system.

Description of likely respondents:
Veterans who are eligible to receive
health care from VA including Filipino
veterans eligible under this rule.

Estimated number of respondents:
1,900,000 revised to 1,904,940.

Estimated frequency of responses: 1.

Estimated annual burden per
collection: 45 minutes for the 10-10EZ,
20 minutes for the 10-10EZR.

Estimated total annual reporting and
record keeping burden: 1,005,000
current revised to 1,008,180 hours.

The Department considers comments
by the public on proposed collections of
information in—

e Evaluating whether the proposed
collections of information are necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the Department, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

e Evaluating the accuracy of the
Department’s estimate of the burden of
the proposed collections of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used;

e Enhancing the quality, usefulness,
and clarity of the information to be
collected; and

e Minimizing the burden of the
collections of information on those who
are to respond, including responses
through the use of appropriate
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology, e.g., permitting electronic
submission of responses.

Executive Order 12866

This document has been reviewed by
the Office of Management and Budget
under Executive Order 12866.

Regulatory Flexibility Act

The Secretary hereby certifies that
this proposed regulatory amendment
will not have a significant economic
impact on a substantial number of small
entities as they are defined in the
Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA), 5
U.S.C. 601-612. This proposed
amendment would not directly affect
any small entities. Only individuals
could be directly affected. Therefore,
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 605(b), this
proposed amendment is exempt from
the initial and final regulatory flexibility
analysis requirements of sections 603
and 604.

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance
Numbers

The Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance numbers for the programs
affected by this document are 64.005,

64.007, 64.008, 64.009, 64.010, 64.011,
64.012, 64.013, 64.014, 64.015, 64.016,
64.018, 64.019, 64.022, and 64.025.

List of Subjects in 38 CFR Part 17

Administrative practice and
procedure, Alcohol abuse, Alcoholism,
Claims, Day care, Dental health, Drug
abuse, Foreign relations, Government
contracts, Grant programs-health, Grant
programs-veterans, Health care, Health
facilities, Health professions, Health
records, Homeless, Medical and dental
schools, Medical devices, Medical
research, Mental health programs,
Nursing homes, Philippines, Reporting
and recordkeeping requirements,
Scholarships and fellowships, Travel
and transportation expenses, Veterans.

Approved: October 7, 2004.
Anthony J. Principi,
Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, we propose to amend 38 CFR
part 17, as set forth below:

PART 17—MEDICAL

1. The authority citation for part 17
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501, 1721, unless
otherwise noted.

2. Revise §17.39 to read as follows:
§17.39 Certain Filipino veterans.

(a) Any Filipino Commonwealth
Army veteran, including one who was
recognized by authority of the U.S.
Army as belonging to organized Filipino
guerilla forces, or any new Philippine
Scout is eligible for hospital care,
nursing home care, and outpatient
medical services within the United
States in the same manner and subject
to the same terms and conditions as
apply to U.S. veterans, if such veteran
or scout resides in the United States and
is a citizen or lawfully admitted to the
United States for permanent residence.
For purposes of these VA health care
benefits, the standards described in 38
CFR 3.42(c) will be accepted as proof of
U.S. citizenship or lawful permanent
residence.

(b) Commonwealth Army Veterans,
including those who were recognized by
authority of the U.S. Army as belonging
to organized Filipino guerilla forces,
and new Philippine Scouts are not
eligible for VA health care benefits if
they do not meet the residency and
citizenship requirements described in
§3.42(c).

[FR Doc. 05-493 Filed 1-10-05; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8320-01-P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 271
[FRL-7857-7]
New York: Final Authorization of State

Hazardous Waste Management
Program Revisions

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: New York has applied to EPA
for Final authorization of changes to its
hazardous waste program under Solid
Waste Disposal Act, as amended,
commonly referred to as the Resource
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA).
EPA proposes to grant final
authorization to New York for these
changes which are described in the
“Rules and Regulations” section of this
Federal Register. In that section, EPA is
authorizing the changes by an
immediate final rule. EPA did not make
a proposal prior to the immediate final
rule because we believe this action is
not controversial and do not expect
comments that oppose it. We have
explained the reasons for this
authorization in the preamble to the
immediate final rule. Unless we get
written comments which oppose this
authorization during the comment
period, the immediate final rule will
become effective on the date it
establishes, and we will not take further
action on this proposal. If we get
comments that oppose this action, we
will either withdraw the immediate
final rule, or the portion of the
immediate final rule that is the subject
of the comments. Only the remaining
portion of the rule will take effect. We
will then respond to those public
comments opposing this authorization
in a second final authorization notice.
This second final notice may or may not
include changes based on comments
received during the public notice
comment period. You may not have
another opportunity for comment. If you
want to comment on this action, you
must do so at this time.
DATES: Send your written comments by
February 10, 2005.
ADDRESSES: Submit your comments,
identified by FRL-7857—7 by one of the
following methods:

¢ Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the on-line
instructions for submitting comments.

e E-mail:
infurna.michael@epamail.epa.gov.

e Fax: (212) 637—4437.

e Mail: Send written comments to
Michael Infurna, Division of
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