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ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on the proposed hatchery listing policy
(69 FR 31354; June 3, 2004) by any of
the following methods:

E-mail: The mailbox address for
submitting e-mail comments on the
hatchery listing policy is
hatch.policy@noaa.gov. Please include
in the subject line of the e-mail
comment the document identifier
“Hatchery Listing Policy.”

Mail: Submit written comments and
information to Assistant Regional
Administrator, NMFS, Protected
Resources Division, 501 W. Ocean
Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach,
California, 90802—4213. Please identify
the comment as regarding the “Hatchery
Listing Policy.”

Fax: 562—980—4027. Please identify
the fax comment as regarding the
“Hatchery Listing Policy.”

Copies of the Federal Register notices
cited herein and additional salmon-
related materials are available on the
Internet at http://www.nwr.noaa.gov.

See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for
hearing locations.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Craig Wingert, NMFS, Southwest
Region, (562) 980—4021.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

On June 3, 2004, NMFS published a
proposed policy addressing the role of
hatchery produced Pacific salmon and
O. mykiss in ESA listing determinations
(69 FR 31354; “proposed hatchery
listing policy”). The proposed hatchery
listing policy would supersede NMFS’
1993 Interim Policy on salmonid
artificial (hatchery) propagation (58 FR
17573; April 5, 1993), which requires
revision following the 2001 U.S. District
Court ruling in Alsea Valley Alliance v.
Evans (161 F. Supp. 2d 1154, D. Oreg.
2001;appeal dismissed, 358 F.3d 1181
(9th Cir. 2004); Alsea ruling). The Alsea
ruling held that NMFS had made an
improper distinction under the ESA by
not listing certain artificially propagated
salmon populations determined to be
part of the same ESU as listed natural
populations. Under the proposed
hatchery listing policy: hatchery fish
with a level of genetic divergence
relative to local natural populations that
is no more than would be expected
between closely related populations
within the ESU would be included as
part of the ESU; within-ESU hatchery
fish would be considered in
determining whether the ESU should be
listed under the ESA; and within-ESU
hatchery fish would be included in any
listing of the ESU. NMFS applied this
proposed policy in conducting its

comprehensive review of ESA listing
status for 26 previously listed ESUs, and
one candidate ESU, of West Coast
salmon and O. mykiss.

Extension of Public Comment Period

Several requests were received to
extend the comment period for the
proposed hatchery listing policy . The
original comment period for the new
policy was September 1, 2004, but has
recently been extended to October 20,
2004 (69 FR 53039) to allow additional
opportunity for public comment (see
DATES and ADDRESSES).

Public Hearings

Joint Commerce-Interior ESA
implementing regulations state that the
Secretary shall promptly hold at least
one public hearing if any person
requests one within 45 days of
publication of a proposed regulation to
list a species or to designate critical
habitat (see 50 CFR 424.16(c)(3)). In
order to provide the public an
opportunity to provide public
comments on the new hatchery listing
proposal, NMFS will be holding six
public hearings in California at the
specific dates and locations listed
below:

(1) September 22, 2004; 6:30-9:30pm
at the North Coast Inn, 4975 Valley West
Blvd., Arcata, CA 95521

(2) September 23, 2004; 6:30—9:30pm
at the DoubleTree Hotel Sonoma Wine
Country, One DoubleTree Drive,
Rohnert Park, CA 94928

(3) September 28, 2004; 6:30—9:30pm
at the Best Western Hilltop Inn, 2300
Hilltop Drive, Redding, CA 96002

(4) September 28, 2004; 6:30—9:30pm
at the Monterey Beach Resort, 2600
Sand Dunes Drive, Monterey, CA 93940

(5) October 12, 2004; 6:30—9:30pm at
the Radisson Hotel Sacramento, 500
Leisure Lane, Sacramento, CA 95815

(6) October, 12, 2004; 6:30—9:30pm at
the Fess Parker’s DoubleTree Resort, 633
East Cabrillo Blvd., Santa Barbara, CA
93103

NMFS has scheduled these hearings
to allow affected stakeholders and
members of the public the opportunity
to provide comments directly to agency
staff during the comment period.
However, these public meetings are not
the only opportunity for the public to
provide input on this proposal. The
public and stakeholders are encouraged
to continue to comment and provide
input to NMFS on the proposals (via
correspondence, e-mail, and the
Internet; see ADDRESSES, above) up until
the scheduled close of the comment
period on October 20, 2004.

References

Copies of the Federal Register notices
and related materials cited herein are
available on the Internet at http://
nwr.noaa.gov, or upon request (see
ADDRESSES section above).

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.

Dated: September 3, 2004.
Laurie K. Allen,

Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 04—20424 Filed 9-3-04; 2:55 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 083104J]

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Trawl Survey Advisory
Panel, composed of representatives from
the Northeast Fisheries Science Center
(NEFSC), the Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council (MAFMC), the
New England Fishery Management
Council (NEFMC), and several
independent scientific researchers, will
hold a public meeting.

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Wednesday, September 29th, from 9
a.m. to 4 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Marriott Courtyard, 32 Exchange
Terrace, Providence, RI; telephone: 401—
272-1191.

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, 300 S. New
Street, Room 2115, Dover, DE 19904.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Daniel T. Furlong, Executive Director,
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council; telephone: 302-674-2331, ext.
19.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
purpose of this meeting is to review the
final preparations for the October
NEFSC'’s experimental trawl survey and
to organize the Panel’s presentation for
the next days workshop at FishExpo.
Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
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arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Debbie Donnangelo at the Mid-Atlantic
Council Office (see ADDRESSES) at least
5 days prior to the meeting date.

Dated: September 3, 2004.
Alan D. Risenhoover,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E4—2131 Filed 9-8—04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 083104G]

Pacific Fishery Management Council;
Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery
Management Council’s (Council) Ad
Hoc Groundfish Trawl Individual Quota
Enforcement Group (TIQ Enforcement
Group) will hold a working meeting
which is open to the public.

DATES: The TIQ Enforcement Group
working meeting will begin Tuesday,
September 28, 2004 at 8:30 a.m. and
may go into the evening if necessary to
complete business for the day.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Pacific Fishery Management
Council, 7700 NE Ambassador Place,
Suite 200, West Conference Room,
Portland, OR 97220-1384; telephone:
503-820-2280.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Jim Seger, Staff Officer (Economist);
telephone: 503-820-2280.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
purpose of the TIQ Enforcement Group
meeting is to: (1) review enforcement
program alternatives developed at its
previous meeting in the light of
comments received during the recently
completed National Environmental
Policy Act scoping period and (2) to
work on developing a general

assessment of the costs for status quo
enforcement and levels of enforcement
that might be required for different

individual quota enforcement programs.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in the TIQ Enforcement
Group meeting agenda may come before
the group for discussion, those issues
may not be the subject of formal group
action during these meetings. TIQ
Enforcement Group final action will be
restricted to those issues specifically
listed in this notice and to any issues
arising after publication of this notice
requiring emergency action under
Section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the group’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Ms.
Carolyn Porter at 503—820-2280 at least
5 days prior to the meeting date.

Dated: September 3, 2004.
Alan D. Risenhoover,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E4-2130 Filed 9-8—04; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 0831041]

Western Pacific Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: The Western Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
hold a one day meeting of its Pelagics
Plan Team (PPT) in Honolulu, HI to
discuss fishery issues and develop
recommendations for future
management.

DATES: The meeting of the PPT will be
held on September 29, 2004 from 8:30
a.m. to 5 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Council Office Conference Room,
Western Pacific Fishery Management
Council, 1164 Bishop St., Suite 1400,
Honolulu, HI 96813; telephone: 808—
522-8220.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kitty M. Simonds, Executive Director;
telephone: 808-522-8220.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The PPT
will meet at 8.30 a.m. on September 29,
2004, at the Council Conference Room
to discuss the following agenda items:

1. Introduction

2. Stock assessments for yellowfin
and bigeye tunas from the 17th Standing
Committee on Tuna and Billfish

3. Fishery management options for
Pacific bigeye and yellowfin tunas

4. Importation of cold-smoke (Carbon
monoxide)-treated tuna to Hawaii

5. Jointly coordinated fishing
experiments between Japan and Hawaii-
based to test sea turtle and seabird
mitigation measures.

6. Other business

The order in which the agenda items
are addressed may change. The PPT will
meet as late as necessary to complete
scheduled business.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before the PPT for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during these meetings. Plan Team
action will be restricted to those issues
specifically listed in this document and
any issue arising after publication of
this document that requires emergency
action under section 305(c) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the Council’s intent to take final action
to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Kitty M. Simonds, 808-522-8220
(voice) or 808—522—-8226 (fax), at least 5
days prior to the meeting date.

Dated: September 3, 2004.
Alan D. Risenhoover,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E4—2129 Filed 9-8-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 090204A]

Endangered Species; File No. 1418

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
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