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from the applicants to evaluate the 
strengths and weaknesses of the 
proposals to select the most feasible 
proposals that will enhance the 
Agency’s chances in accomplishing the 
objective. The information will be 
utilized to sustain and modify RHS’ 
current policies pertaining to the 
construction of modest housing. 

Description of Respondents: Business 
or other for-profit; not-for-profit 
institutions; individuals or households; 
State, local or tribal government. 

Number of Respondents: 25. 
Frequency of Responses: 

Recordkeeping; reporting: On occasion. 
Total Burden Hours: 2,000.

Sondra Blakey, 
Departmental Information Collection 
Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 04–20384 Filed 9–8–04; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–XT–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Agricultural Research Service 

Notice of Intent To Grant Exclusive 
License; Correction

AGENCY: Agricultural Research Service, 
USDA.

ACTION: Notice of Intent To Grant 
Exclusive License; correction. 

SUMMARY: The Agricultural Research 
Service published in the Federal 
Register of August 11, 2004, a Notice of 
Federal Invention Available for 
Licensing and Intent to Grant Exclusive 
License to Nutrition 21, Inc., of 
Purchase, New York, to U.S. Patent 
6,689,383, ‘‘Chromium-Histidine 
Complexes as Nutrient Supplements.’’ 
The notice was inadvertently published 
as a Notice of Availability and 
referenced the incorrect issue date for 
U.S. Patent 6,689,383, ‘‘Chromium-
Histidine Complexes as Nutrient 
Supplements.’’ The corrected Action is 
Notice of Intent to Grant Exclusive 
License, and the correct issue date for 
U.S. 6,689,383, ‘‘Chromium-Histidine 
Complexes as Nutrient Supplements’’ is 
February 10, 2004.

DATES: October 12, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Send comments to: USDA, 
ARS, Office of Technology Transfer, 
5601 Sunnyside Avenue, Room 4–1174, 
Beltsville, Maryland 20705–5131.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: June 
Blalock of the Office of Technology 

Transfer at the Beltsville address given 
above; telephone: (301) 504–5989.

Michael D. Ruff, 
Assistant Administrator.
[FR Doc. 04–20351 Filed 9–8–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–03–P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Food Safety and Inspection Service 

[Docket No. 04–013N] 

Humane Handling and Slaughter 
Requirements and the Merits of a 
Systematic Approach To Meet Such 
Requirements

AGENCY: Food Safety and Inspection 
Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: All livestock establishments 
are required to meet requirements in the 
Humane Methods of Slaughter Act 
(HMSA), Federal Meat Inspection Act 
(FMIA) and implementing regulations. 
FSIS believes a systematic approach is 
beneficial in meeting these requirements 
and through this notice is encouraging 
livestock slaughter establishments to 
use a systematic approach to humane 
handling and slaughter to best ensure 
that they meet the requirements of the 
HMSA, FMIA, and implementing 
regulations. With a systematic approach, 
establishments focus on treating 
livestock in such a manner as to 
minimize excitement, discomfort, and 
accidental injury the entire time they 
hold livestock in connection with 
slaughter.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Lynn Dickey, Ph.D., Director, 
Regulations and Petitions Policy Staff, 
Office of Policy, Program and Employee 
Development, Food Safety and 
Inspection Service, Cotton Annex 
Building, 300 12th Street, SW., Room 
112, Washington, DC 20250–3700; (202) 
720–5627.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

The HMSA, the FMIA, and FSIS 
Regulations on Humane Handling and 
Slaughter of Livestock 

The HMSA of 1978 (7 U.S.C. 1901 et 
seq.) requires that humane methods be 
used for handling and slaughtering 
livestock. The HMSA provides that two 
methods of slaughter and handling are 
humane. Under the first humane 
method, all livestock are rendered 
insensible to pain by a single blow or 
gunshot or an electrical, chemical, or 
other means that is rapid and effective, 
before being shackled, hoisted, thrown, 
cast, or cut. Under the second humane 

method, slaughtering is in accordance 
with the ritual requirements of the 
Jewish faith or of any other religious 
faith that prescribes a method of 
slaughter whereby the animal suffers 
loss of consciousness by anemia of the 
brain caused by the simultaneous and 
instantaneous severance of the carotid 
arteries with a sharp instrument. 

In the HMSA, Congress found ‘‘that 
the use of humane methods in the 
slaughter of livestock prevents needless 
suffering; results in safer and better 
working conditions for persons engaged 
in the slaughtering industry; brings 
about improvement of products and 
economies in slaughtering operations; 
and produces other benefits for 
producers, processors, and consumers 
which tend to expedite an orderly flow 
of livestock and livestock products in 
interstate and foreign commerce.’’ 

The HMSA is referenced in the FMIA 
(21 U.S.C. 603) and is implemented by 
FSIS humane handling and slaughter 
regulations found at 9 CFR part 313. The 
FMIA provides that, for the purposes of 
preventing inhumane slaughter of 
livestock, the Secretary of Agriculture 
will assign inspectors to examine and 
inspect the methods by which livestock 
are slaughtered and handled in 
connection with slaughter in 
slaughtering establishments subject to 
inspection (21 U.S.C. 603(b)). Therefore, 
establishments must meet the humane 
handling and slaughter requirements in 
the regulations the entire time they hold 
livestock in connection with slaughter. 

The Reason FSIS is Issuing This Notice 
at This Time 

FSIS is issuing this notice because 
there has been considerable 
congressional and public interest about 
the humane treatment of animals, and 
because the number of humane 
handling noncompliance incidents 
documented by FSIS in establishments 
has increased over the last three years. 

In recent years, Congress has taken 
various actions to strengthen USDA’s 
resources and to ensure that the agency 
enforces the humane handling and 
slaughter provisions of the HMSA and 
the FMIA. In 2001, Congress provided 
funds for the agency to enhance 
verification and enforcement of humane 
slaughter practices. In response, FSIS 
created the position of District 
Veterinary Medical Specialist (DVMS) 
in each of the FSIS district offices. The 
DVMSs are the primary contacts for all 
humane handling and slaughter issues, 
and they are the liaisons between the 
district offices and headquarters. They 
are responsible for on-site coordination 
of nationally prescribed humane 
slaughter procedures and verification of
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