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Comment 45: In the SAR for Eastern 
Pacific northern fur seals, it is 
inconsistent with the organization of the 
assessment to describe the 
entanglement-related mortality in the 
‘‘Other Mortality’’ section, when 
entanglement is primarily due to 
fisheries. Also, there is no estimate of 
entanglement-related mortality reported; 
however, a conservative estimate of 
mortality can be obtained by estimating 
that 50 percent of seals observed 
entangled, but not captured, die.

Response: Northen fur seals, like 
other marine mammals, may become 
entangled in derelict fishing gear and 
other marine debris. The section related 
to fishery mortality is designed to 
account for mortality and serious injury 
incidental to active fishing and is used 
in conservation programs under MMPA 
section 118 (such as classifying 
fisheries). In this regard, NMFS treats 
such data for northern fur seals in a 
manner similar to the same data for 
Hawaiian monk seals, where the debris 
(including derelict fishing gear) often 
originates thousands of miles from the 
Hawaiian Islands. The entanglements 
are recorded as human-caused mortality 
and serious injury and are used to 
evaluate the level of such mortality 
relative to the stock’s PBR.

Comment 46: The first sentence in the 
‘‘Habitat Concerns’’ section of the SAR 
for Eastern Pacific northern fur seals 
reads ‘‘Recent rapid development on the 
Pribilof Islands increases the potential 
for negatively affecting habitat used by 
northern fur seals.’’ It is unclear when 
the ‘‘rapid development’’ occurred on 
the Pribilof Islands. The word ‘‘rapid’’ 
should be removed from the first 
sentence, and a follow-up analysis of 
the relationship between pup 
production and distance from 
development, as well as text describing 
the accumulation of marine debris, 
should be included.

Response: The text in the section 
‘‘Habitat Concerns’’ is a recent addition 
to the SARs made in response to a 
public comment and will be reviewed 
and revised, as necessary, during the 
next revision of the SAR.

Comment 47: It is unclear why Steller 
sea lion (Western U.S. stock) 
subsistence harvest data from Lestenkof 
and Zavadil (2001), Lestenkof et al. 
(2003) and Zavadil et al. (2003) were not 
used in the ‘‘Subsistence/Native Harvest 
Information’’.

Response: The 2003 draft SARs were 
developed using the best scientific 
information available at the time. The 
reports cited were made available to 
NMFS after the SARs were initially 
developed. Information contained in 

these reports will be reviewed during 
preparation of future draft SARs.

Comment 48: For the Western U.S. 
stock of Steller sea lions, table 2b in the 
‘‘Other Mortality’’ section should be 
placed under the ‘‘Subsistence/Native 
Harvest Information’’ section.

Response: The table will be moved 
when the report is next revised.

Dated: August 31, 2004.
Donna Wieting,
Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 04–20343 Filed 9–7–04; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
Alaska Fisheries Science Center, 
National Marine Mammal Laboratory, 
NMFS, 7600 Sand Point Way, NE, 
Seattle, Washington 98115–0070 
(Principal Investigator: John L. 
Bengtson, Ph.D.) has been issued a 
permit to conduct research on ice seals 
in Alaska.
ADDRESSES: The permit and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301)713–2289; fax (301)713–0376; and

Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O. Box 
21668, Juneau, AK 99802–1668; phone 
(907)586–7221; fax (907)586–7249;
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Ruth Johnson or Amy Sloan, (301)713–
2289.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On July 
15, 2004, notice was published in the 
Federal Register (69 FR 42424) that a 
request for a scientific research permit 
to conduct research on ringed seals 
(Phoca hispida), ribbon seals (Phoca 
fasciata), and bearded seals (Erignathus 
barbatus) had been submitted by the 
above-named organization. The 
requested permit has been issued under 
the authority of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16 
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), and the Regulations 

Governing the Taking and Importing of 
Marine Mammals (50 CFR part 216).

In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), a final 
determination has been made that the 
activity proposed is categorically 
excluded from the requirement to 
prepare an environmental assessment or 
environmental impact statement.

Dated: September 1, 2004.
Stephen L. Leathery,
Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 04–20342 Filed 9–7–04; 8:45 am]
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Implementation of Textile Agreements 
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ACTION: Directive to the Commissioner, 
Bureau of Customs and Border 
Protection.

SUMMARY: The Committee for the 
Implementation of Textile Agreements 
(CITA) has determined that certain 
textile and apparel goods from Tanzania 
shall be treated as ‘‘handloomed, 
handmade, or folklore articles’’ and 
qualify for preferential treatment under 
the African Growth and Opportunity 
Act. Imports of eligible products from 
Tanzania with an appropriate visa will 
qualify for duty-free treatment.
EFFECTIVE DATE: September 13, 2004.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Anna Flaaten, International Trade 
Specialist, Office of Textiles and 
Apparel, U.S. Department of Commerce, 
(202) 482-3400.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority: The African Growth and 
Opportunity Act (Title I of the Trade and 
Development Act of 2000, Pub. L. No. 106-
200) (AGOA) provides preferential tariff 
treatment for imports of certain textile and 
apparel products of beneficiary sub-Saharan 
African countries, including handloomed, 
handmade, or folklore articles of a 
beneficiary country that are certified as such 
by the competent authority in the beneficiary 
country. In Executive Order 13191, the 
President authorized CITA to consult with 
beneficiary sub-Saharan African countries 
and to determine which, if any, particular 
textile and apparel goods shall be treated as 
being handloomed, handmade, or folklore 
articles. (66 FR 7272).
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In a letter to the Commissioner of 
Customs dated January 18, 2001, the 
United States Trade Representative 
directed Customs to require that 
importers provide an appropriate export 
visa from a beneficiary sub-Saharan 
African country to obtain preferential 
treatment under section 112(a) of the 
AGOA (66 FR 7837). The first digit of 
the visa number corresponds to one of 
nine groupings of textile and apparel 
products that are eligible for preferential 
tariff treatment. Grouping ‘‘9’’ is 
reserved for handmade, handloomed, or 
folklore articles.

CITA has consulted with Tanzanian 
authorities, and has determined that 
handloomed fabrics, handloomed 
articles (e.g., handloomed rugs, scarves, 
place mats, and tablecloths), handmade 
articles made from handloomed fabrics, 
and the folklore articles described in the 
annex to this notice, if produced in and 
exported from Tanzania, are eligible for 
preferential tariff treatment under 
section 112(a) of the AGOA. In the letter 
published below, CITA directs the 
Commissioner of Customs and Border 
Protection to allow duty-free entry of 
such products under U.S. Harmonized 
Tariff Schedule subheading 9819.11.27 
if accompanied by an appropriate 
AGOA visa in grouping ‘‘9’’.

James C. Leonard III,
Chairman, Committee for the Implementation 
of Textile Agreements.

Committee for the Implementation of Textile 
Agreements

September 1, 2004.

Commissioner,
Bureau of Customs and Border Protection, 

Washington, DC 20229.
Dear Commissioner: The Committee for the 

Implementation of Textiles Agreements 
(CITA), pursuant to Sections 112(a) of the 
African Growth and Opportunity Act (Title I 
of Pub. L. No. 106-200) (AGOA) and 
Executive Order 13191 of January 17, 2001, 
has determined, effective on September 13, 
2004, that the following articles shall be 
treated as ‘‘handloomed, handmade, and 
folklore articles’’ under the AGOA: (a) 
handloomed fabrics, handloomed articles 
(e.g., handloomed rugs, scarves, placemats, 
and tablecloths), and hand-made articles 
made from handloomed fabrics, if made in 
Tanzania from fabric handloomed in 
Tanzania; and (b) the folklore articles 
described in the attachment to this letter if 
made in Tanzania. Such articles are eligible 
for duty-free treatment only if entered under 
subheading 9819.11.27 and accompanied by 
a properly completed visa for product 
grouping ‘‘9’’, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Visa Arrangement between 
the Government of Tanzania and the 
Government of the United States Concerning 
Textile and Apparel Articles Claiming 
Preferential Tariff Treatment under Section 
112 of the Trade and Development Act of 

2000. After additional consultations with 
Tanzanian authorities, CITA may determine 
that other textile and apparel goods shall be 
treated as handloomed, handmade, or 
folklore articles.

Sincerely,
James C. Leonard III,
Chairman, Committee for the 
Implementation of Textile Agreements.

ANNEX - Folklore Articles

CITA has determined that the following 
textile and apparel goods shall be treated as 
folklore articles for purposes of the AGOA if 
made in Tanzania and certified by a 
competent authority. Articles must be 
ornamented in characteristic Tanzanian or 
regional folk style, i.e., Kikoi items, as 
described below. An article may not include 
modern features such as zippers, elastic, 
elasticized fabrics, or hook-and-pile fasteners 
(such as Velcro  or similar holding fabric). 
An article may not incorporate patterns that 
are not traditional or historical to Tanzania, 
such as airplanes, buses, cowboys, or cartoon 
characters and may not incorporate designs 
referencing holidays or festivals not common 
to traditional Tanzanian culture, such as 
Halloween and Thanksgiving.

Kikoi (also spelled kikoy)

Kikoi is a traditional Tanzanian 
multipurpose fabric of the East African coast, 
varying in size depending on use. Kikoi is a 
100 percent cotton fabric, either handloomed 
or machine-made. Kikoi has distinct striped 
or plaid patterns and usually has knotted or 
un-knotted tassels along each hem. If striped, 
the stripes are vertical along the selvedge 
edges in bright colors, such as red, yellow, 
orange, green, or blue for garments. Folklore 
articles made of Kikoi fabric eligible for 
treatment as folklore articles are currently 
limited to the Mgolole, the Traditional Kikoi 
Shirt, and the Traditional Kikoi Boubou, as 
described below. Handloomed Kikoi fabric 
and handmade articles of such fabric may be 
eligible for preferential AGOA treatment as 
handloomed or handmade articles, but not as 
folklore articles.

Eligible folklore articles:

(a) Mgolole (Body Wrap, Scarf)
Made of Kikoi fabric, these traditional 
garments are worn as a wrap around garment 
by both men and women all over the East 
African coast, similar to the sarong of South 
East Asia. This traditional garment is draped 
over one shoulder and held in place with a 
knot. The Kikoi Mgolole can also be thrown 
over one shoulder for decoration or treated as 
a normal scarf. Dimensions for the Mgolole 
are approximately 45 x 80 inches long for 
wraps and 12 x 80 inches for scarves. The 
unfinished top and lower hems are knotted 
or un-knotted tassels along each hem.

(b) Traditional Kikoi Shirt
Made of Kikoi fabric, the article is a loose-
fitting, straight-seamed shirt. Sleeves are half 
to three-quarter in length. The neckline is 
rounded or v- shaped, without collar. The 
shirt may or may not have square-shaped 
breast and lower front pockets. It may have 
wooden button fastenings below the 

neckline. Kikoi striped- trim typically 
decorates the neckline, pockets and each arm 
opening. The bottom hem and/or pockets 
may be finished or left unfinished with fringe 
or knotted tassels hanging.

(c) Traditional Kikoi Boubou (long tunic)
A loose flowing, straight-seamed, non-
tailored, full-length outer tunic, made of 
Kikoi fabric. The neckline is rounded or v-
shaped, without collar. Kikoi striped- trim 
decorates the neckline and each arm opening, 
which extend down the full length of the 
garment. There are no discernable sleeves. 
The garment is rectangular in shape. The 
bottom hem can be finished or left 
unfinished with fringe knotted tassels 
hanging.
[FR Doc. E4–2092 Filed 9–7–04; 8:45 am] 
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COMMITTEE FOR THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE 
AGREEMENTS

Request for Public Comments on 
Commercial Availability Petition under 
the United States - Caribbean Basin 
Trade Partnership Act (CBTPA)

September 3, 2004.
AGENCY: Committee for the 
Implementation of Textile Agreements 
(CITA).
ACTION: Request for public comments 
concerning a petition for determinations 
that certain twill rayon/nylon/spandex 
warp stretch fabric cannot be supplied 
by the domestic industry in commercial 
quantities in a timely manner under the 
CBTPA.

SUMMARY: On August 31, 2004, the 
Chairman of CITA received a petition 
from Grunfeld, Desiderio, Lebowitz, 
Silverman, and Klestadt LLP, on behalf 
of Mast Industries, Inc., alleging that 
certain twill rayon/nylon/spandex warp 
stretch fabric, of the specifications 
detailed below, classified in subheading 
5516.22.0040 of the Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States (HTSUS), 
cannot be supplied by the domestic 
industry in commercial quantities in a 
timely manner. The petition requests 
that apparel articles of such fabrics 
assembled in one or more CBTPA 
beneficiary countries be eligible for 
preferential treatment under the CBTPA. 
CITA hereby solicits public comments 
on this petition, in particular with 
regard to whether this fabric can be 
supplied by the domestic industry in 
commercial quantities in a timely 
manner. Comments must be submitted 
by September 23, 2004 to the Chairman, 
Committee for the Implementation of 
Textile Agreements, Room 3001, United 
States Department of Commerce, 14th 
and Constitution, N.W., Washington, 
D.C. 20230.
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