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980-4045 or e-mail: 
anthony.spina@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June 
14, 2004, notice was published in the 
Federal Register (69 FR 32992) that 
Michael Clarke had submitted to NOAA 
Fisheries an application for a permit to 
conduct research for scientific purposes 
on the aforementioned ESU of steelhead 
trout. The requested permit has been 
issued under the authority of the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531–1543) and NOAA Fisheries’ 
regulations governing listed fish and 
wildlife permits (50 CFR parts 222–226). 
The permit authorizes Michael Clarke to 
take the South Central California Coast 
ESU of steelhead trout and tissue 
collection from this species during a 2-
year study (2004 and 2005) of the 
abundance and distribution of juvenile 
steelhead in the San Luis Obispo Creek 
watershed. The permit authorizes an 
annual non-lethal take of 1620 juvenile 
steelhead, and annual collection and 
possession of up to 100 juvenile 
steelhead tissue samples, with the total 
possession for both years not exceeding 
200 tissue samples. The permit will 
expire on November 1, 2005.

Dated: August 31, 2004.
Phil Williams,
Chief, Endangered Species Division, Office 
of Protected Resources, National Marine 
Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 04–20236 Filed 9–3–04; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
NMFS has received four scientific 
research permit applications relating to 
Pacific salmon and steelhead. All of the 
proposed research is intended to 
increase knowledge of species listed 
under the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) and to help guide management 
and conservation efforts.
DATES: Comments or requests for a 
public hearing on the applications must 
be received at the appropriate address or 

fax number (see ADDRESSES) no later 
than 5 p.m. Pacific daylight-saving time 
on October 7, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Written comments on the 
applications should be sent to Protected 
Resources Division, NMFS, F/NWO3, 
525 NE Oregon Street, Suite 500, 
Portland, OR 97232–2737. Comments 
may also be sent via fax to 503–230–
5435 or by e-mail to 
resapps.nwr@NOAA.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Garth Griffin, Portland, OR (ph.: 503–
231–2005, Fax: 503–230–5435, e-mail: 
Garth.Griffin@noaa.gov). Permit 
application instructions are available at 
http://www.nwr.noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Species Covered in this Notice 
The following listed species and 

evolutionarily significant units (ESUs) 
are covered in this notice: 

Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus 
tshawytscha): endangered naturally 
produced and artificially propagated 
upper Columbia River (UCR); threatened 
naturally produced and artificially 
propagated SR spring/summer (spr/
sum); threatened naturally produced 
and artificially propagated Puget Sound 
(PS). 

Chum salmon (O. keta): threatened 
Hood Canal summer-run (HC). 

Steelhead (O. mykiss): threatened 
middle Columbia River (MCR); 
endangered UCR. 

Authority 
Scientific research permits are issued 

in accordance with Section 10(a)(1)(A) 
of the ESA (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) and 
regulations governing listed fish and 
wildlife permits (50 CFR 222–226). 
NMFS issues permits/modifications 
based on findings that such permits and 
modifications: (1) are applied for in 
good faith; (2) if granted and exercised, 
would not operate to the disadvantage 
of the listed species that are the subject 
of the permit; and (3) are consistent 
with the purposes and policies of 
section 2 of the ESA. The authority to 
take listed species is subject to 
conditions set forth in the permits. 

Anyone requesting a hearing on an 
application listed in this notice should 
set out the specific reasons why a 
hearing on that application would be 
appropriate (see ADDRESSES). The 
holding of such a hearing is at the 
discretion of the Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA. 

Applications Received 

Permit 1203 Renewal 
The Washington Department of Fish 

and Wildlife (WDFW) is seeking a 5–

year research permit to annually take 
adult and juvenile UCR spring chinook 
salmon and steelhead in several 
tributaries to the upper Columbia River. 
The purposes of the research are to (1) 
assess the status (and production levels) 
of several salmonid stocks in the upper 
Columbia River and (2) evaluate 
salmonid habitat in the region to 
determine what effects various land use 
activities may have on it particularly 
hydraulic projects. The research would 
benefit fish by providing data on the 
survival of migrating juvenile 
salmonids, the abundance of adults on 
spawning grounds, the annual success 
of spawners, and the relative abundance 
of salmonids in the available habitat. 
That data would be used to help guide 
restoration and recovery activities as 
well as decrease the potential impact of 
certain land- and water use actions. 

The WDFW intends to use 
electrofishing equipment, seines, dip 
nets, and hook-and-line angling to 
capture the fish. Most of the fish would 
be measured and released, but some 
may also be marked or tissue-sampled 
or both. The WDFW does not intend to 
kill any of the fish being captured, but 
a small percentage may die as an 
unintended result of the research. 

Permit 1498 
The Port of Bellingham (POB) is 

requesting a 3–year research permit to 
annually capture, handle, and release 
adult and juvenile PS chinook salmon 
and HC chum salmon. The research 
would take place in Bellingham Bay, 
Puget Sound, Washington. The purpose 
of the research is to determine the 
extent of fish use in shallow subtidal 
nearshore habitats. The POB intends to 
determine the extent to which 
salmonids use a newly created 
mitigating site. The research would 
benefit the fish by determining 
distribution and providing information 
that may help POB and others improve 
fish habitat near boatyards. The POB 
proposes to capture the fish using a 
purse seine or bottom trawl seine. The 
captured fish would be anesthetized, 
weighed and measured, allowed to 
recover, and released. The POB does not 
intend to kill any of the fish being 
captured, but a small percentage may 
die as an unintended result of the 
activities. 

Permit 1502 
The U.S. Forest Service (USFS) is 

requesting a 5–year research permit to 
annually capture, handle, and release 
juvenile UCR spring chinook and 
steelhead in the Wenatchee River 
drainage, Washington. The purposes of 
the research are to (1) monitor 
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headwater stream conditions, (2) 
determine the effects land use activities 
have on the biological productivity of 
small, fishless streams in the upper 
watersheds, (3) relate that information 
to downstream habitats, and (4) 
determine whether upper watershed 
food web productivity is a key 
determinant of downstream fish 
community health. The research would 
benefit the fish by helping managers 
understand the relationship between 
upper-watershed food productivity and 
fish health in downstream areas. It 
would also serve as a new tool to help 
managers monitor watershed condition 
and the effectiveness of various 
restoration techniques in low-order 
streams. 

The USFS intends to capture the fish 
using seines, baited minnow traps, and 
possibly some electrofishing. Most of 
the sampling would take place at the 
very upper limit of the fishes’ range. 
Once captured, the fish would be 
measured, weighed, allowed to recover, 
and released. A subset of the captured 
fish would be marked with an elastomer 
tag, and another subset would undergo 
gastric lavage. The USFS does not 
intend to kill any of the fish being taken, 
but a small percentage may die as an 
unintended result of the activities. 

Permit 1504 

The Pacific Shellfish Institute (PSI) is 
requesting a 3–year research permit to 
annually capture, handle, and release 
juvenile PS chinook salmon and HC 
chum salmon. The research would take 
place in Puget Sound, Washington. The 
purpose of the research is to determine 
fish usage of shellfish aquaculture sites. 
The PSI intends collect information to 
assist them in determining the best 
shellfish production methods while 
protecting estuarine environments. The 
research would benefit the fish by 
providing information intended to 
reduce the impact shellfish aquaculture 
has on listed fish. The PSI proposes to 
capture the fish using pop-up nets. The 
captured fish would be counted, 
checked for tags and marks, measured, 
and released. The PSI does not intend 
to kill any of the fish being captured, 
but a small percentage may die as an 
unintended result of the activities. 

This notice is provided pursuant to 
section 10(c) of the ESA. NMFS will 
evaluate the applications, associated 
documents, and comments submitted to 
determine whether the applications 
meet the requirements of section 10(a) 
of the ESA and Federal regulations. The 
final permit decisions will not be made 
until after the end of the 30–day 
comment period. NMFS will publish 

notice of its final action in the Federal 
Register.

Dated: August 31, 2004.
Phil Williams,
Chief, Endangered Species Division, Office 
of Protected Resources, National Marine 
Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 04–20237 Filed 9–3–04; 8:45 am] 
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ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council’s (MAFMC) 
Dogfish Monitoring Committee will 
hold a public meeting.
DATES: The meeting will be held on 
Friday, September 24, 2004, from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Radisson Hotel Manchester, 700 Elm 
Street, Manchester, NH; telephone: (603) 
625–1000. 

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery 
Management Council, 300 S. New 
Street, Room 2115, Dover, DE 19904.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Daniel T. Furlong, Executive Director, 
Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: 302–674–2331, ext. 
19.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
purpose of this meeting is to develop 
management measures including quotas 
and trip limits to recommend to the 
Councils for the 2005–06 specifications 
setting for spiny dogfish. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Action will 
be restricted to those issues specifically 
identified in this notice and any issues 
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act, provided the public 
has been notified of the MAFMC’s 
intent to take final action to address the 
emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

This meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 

sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to 
Debbie Donnangelo at the Mid-Atlantic 
Council Office (see ADDRESSES) at least 
5 days prior to the meeting date.

Dated: September 1, 2004. 
Alan D. Risenhoover, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. E4–2074 Filed 9–3–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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Pacific Fishery Management Council; 
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery 
Management Council’s (Council) Ad 
Hoc Groundfish Trawl Individual Quota 
Independent Experts Panel (Experts 
Panel) will hold a working meeting 
which is open to the public.
DATES: The Experts Panel working 
meeting will begin Wednesday, 
September 22, 2004 at 8:30 a.m. and 
may go into the evening if necessary to 
complete business for the day. The 
meeting will reconvene the next day at 
8:30 a.m. and continue until business 
for the day is completed.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Pacific Fishery Management 
Council, 7700 NE Ambassador Place, 
Suite 200, West Conference Room, 
Portland, OR 97220–1384; telephone: 
503–820–2280.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Jim Seger, Staff Officer (Economist); 
telephone: 503–820–2280.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
purpose of the Experts Panel meeting is 
to review the scoping information 
document and comments received 
during the recently completed National 
Environmental Policy Act public 
scoping period, in order to determine 
whether there are significant options 
and impacts that have not yet been 
identified which, in the Experts Panel’s 
view, should be considered by the 
Council. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in the Experts Panel meeting 
agenda may come before the group for 
discussion, those issues may not be the 
subject of formal action during these 
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